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Dedication

This work is dedicated with affection and respect to the airmen of the United
States Air Force who flew and fought in the Korean War.

They flew on silver wings, but their valor was golden
and remains ever bright, ever fresh.






Foreword

To some people, the Korean War was just a “police action,” preferring that
euphemism to what it really was — a brutal and bloody war involving hundreds
of thousands of air, ground, and naval forces from many nations. It was also
termed a “limited war,” in that it took place in a small region of the world versus
the worldwide conflict that had ended less than five years earlier. But this “po-
lice action,” this “limited war,” cost an estimated 2.4 million military casualties
on both sides, while at least another 2 million civilians were also casualties. The
United States military alone suffered 33,742 killed and another 103,234 wound-
ed.

The war in the air was as bloody and violent as that on the ground. The Unit-
ed Nations air forces lost 1,986 aircraft, with the USAF sustaining 1,466 of these.
Air Force personnel casualties totaled 1,841, including 1,180 dead. These losses
were far greater than can be accounted for in the glib terms “police action” and
“limited war.”

As the years passed following the end of the war, Korea receded in memory.
Another war — in Southeast Asia — became lodged in the public’s mind, and the
Korean War became “forgotten.” But to those veterans and historians alike par-
ticipating in the proceedings recorded in this volume, their reminiscences and
perspectives provide the reader with compelling arguments why the Korean War
deserves to be remembered.
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Chapter 1

KOREA: THE FORGOTTEN (AIR) WAR

Dr. Richard P. Hallion
The Air Force Historian

On June 7, 2000, the Air Force held a commemorative symposium at the U.S.
Congress on the Korean War.! This symposium, organized jointly by the Air Force
History and Museums Program (AFHMP), Air Force Legislative Liaison, and the
Air Force Association, consisted of a series of panels of Air Force combat veter-
ans who had flown in the Korean War. A comprehensive exhibit on the Air Force
in Korea prepared by the AFHMP accompanied the symposium. This book is the
edited proceeding of that symposium.

The organizers wish to thank the Air Force leadership, particularly the then
Secretary of the Air Force, the Hon. F. Whitten Peters, and the then Chief of Staff
of the Air Force, Gen. Michael E. Ryan, for their support of the symposium. But it
is to the veterans of the Korean War that the organizers are most grateful. These
individuals took the time and made the effort to travel great distances to recall
events both pleasant and painful. Their recollections here help illuminate Ameri-
ca’s Korean experience.

Sadly, of all the aspects of that little-appreciated conflict, perhaps the least ap-
preciated of all is the air war. Indeed, with Korean veterans at last receiving just
recognition of their accomplishments, it is remarkable to the degree that the Kore-
an air war is the one aspect of the Korean War that continues to receive far less at-
tention than it should. For example, almost all the publicity surrounding the
fiftieth anniversary of the Korean War—and particularly the speeches of national
figures on the June 25, 2000 kickoff at the Korean War Memorial—have stressed
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the struggle on the ground, with air power either escaping mention, or mentioned
only as if it were some sort of sideshow. In fact, even in terms of the land struggle,
much of the commemoration has been cast in terms of the bitter fighting sur-
rounding the retreats in the face of Chinese intervention in November—December
1950, which was but one campaign in a war of many. Such a narrow focus makes
as much sense as commemorating America’s role in World War II in terms of only
Bataan or Kasserine, without mentioning Normandy or the smashing of Japanese
militarism, Italian fascism, or German Nazism.

Much of this ignoring of the air dimension may simply reflect the innate fail-
ure by many to appreciate how air power has transformed America’s national se-
curity over the last century. The transformation has been so rapid that one feels it
is often reflected more accurately by the popular perception of the average citizen
than it is in official doctrinal thinking with its often-too-traditionalist and estab-
lished hierarchy of hoary and questionable “truths.” Indeed, for over the last fifty
years, it has been America’s joint service airmen and air power forces that are the
“first to fight.” It was certainly true in Korea (where airmen entered combat a
week before their ground compatriots), and it has been true in most conflicts since
that time, from Vietnam through the Gulf, the Balkans, and on to the post-Sep-
tember 11, 2001 war on terrorism of the present day. In Korea, more often than
not, it was the airmen of the U.S. Air Force, the U.S. Navy, and the U.S. Marine
Corps who carried the war most vigorously and offensively against the enemy:
those same airmen who made the survival of their compatriots on the ground pos-
sible.

Ironically, even as the United States recognizes the accomplishments and sac-
rifices of its Korean veterans, the danger exists that significant aspects of the Ko-
rean story will remain forgotten or at least unappreciated, particularly in a time
when revisionists seek to rewrite the history of the Cold War as a mere struggle
between essentially morally equivalent superpowers. In truth, Korea was an ab-
solutely vital victory in the four-decade-long history of the Cold War, and South
Korea (and arguably all of the western Pacific) were saved from communism by
what America did there. That message must never be forgotten. And neither
should it be forgotten that the United States and its coalition partners waged a bit-
ter and costly three-year air war deep over enemy territory and over the frontlines
as well.

This symposium was an attempt to help set the record straight on both counts,
but particularly on the air war. Bluntly put, air power was a critical factor—in-
deed, the critical factor—to the success of the United Nations in Korea. Quite sim-
ply, without it the war would have been lost and, thus, in all likelihood, Asia
would have been lost to the communist cause as well. As the Battle of Britain at
the beginning of World War II was for the allies, the Korean air war at the begin-
ning of the Cold War was the key struggle that the West could not afford to lose.
Thanks to the airmen of the UN coalition, particularly those of the United States
Air Force, we didn’t. No one has summed up the accomplishments of air power in
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the Korean War better than the former commander of all United Nations forces in
Korea, retired U.S. Army Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway. Writing in 1967, he stated,
“No one who fought on the ground in Korea would ever be tempted to belittle the
accomplishments of our Air Force there. Not only did air power save us from dis-
aster, but without it the mission of the United Nations Forces could not have been
accomplished [emphasis added].”

The recollections presented here are humorous and sad, thoughtful and pas-
sionate. The authors and panelists were encouraged to be frank in their views, and
their comments and thoughts (and my own) are thus theirs alone and not official
viewpoints or expressions of the United States Air Force or the Department of De-
fense. Above all else, they highlight a heritage of courage and accomplishment
that is—and will continue to be—an enduring source of pride to the men and
women of today’s global Air Force.

Finally, in closing, I wish to acknowledge the assistance of staff members of
the Air Force History and Museums Program in the preparation of this work, par-
ticularly Mr. Herman Wolk, Chief of the Analysis and Reference Division, and
Mr. Jack Neufeld, Chief of the Project and Production Division. Dr. Wayne
Thompson, leader of the AFHRA Analysis Team, provided thoughtful advice and
insight. Dr. Priscilla Jones arranged for preparation of the transcripts. Mr. Tom
Y’Blood furnished the illustrations used in this work. Ms. Anne Johnson-Sachs,
Leader of the AFHRA Outreach and Advocacy Team, supervised preparation of a
Korean exhibit that accompanied the symposium. Three key individuals offered
tremendous support and continuing interest in the symposium: Lt. Gen. (now
Gen.) William J. Begert, then the Assistant Vice Chief of Staff and now the Com-
mander of Pacific Air Forces; Maj. Gen. (now Gen.) T. Michael “Buzz” Moseley,
then chief of Legislative Liaison and now the Air Force Chief of Staff, and Gener-
al (Ret.) John Shaud of the Air Force Association. Their advice, help, and insight
were crucial and most welcome. Finally, I would be remiss if I did not acknowl-
edge the stellar contributions of two outstanding individuals: my then executive
officer, Lt. Col. Brian Murray, and Col. Walter Washabaugh of Air Force Legisla-
tive Liaison. Without their conscientious and dedicated work, this endeavor could
not have succeeded.

Notes

1. This symposium consisted of three panels: air dominance, air-to-ground operations, and the legacy
of the Korean experience. Each panel had a moderator who introduced the individual panelists and acted
as a facilitator. The discussions were recorded on both audiotape as well as video, with transcripts of the
symposium made by the Neal R. Gross & Co. transcription service of Washington, D.C. The transcripts
are on file with the Office of Air Force History, at both Bolling AFB, Washington, D.C. and Maxwell
AFB, in Montgomery, Alabama. The original audio- and videotapes are on file at Maxwell. The edited
proceedings here are essentially a complete record of the panels and the major addresses, the only dele-
tions being material that was either repetitive or extraneous to the record of the war. Pauses, “false
starts,” hesitancies, and other awkward transitions have been smoothed in the interest of making a more
readable text. The authors and panelists have reviewed this text for their comments and corrections, and
the editor is grateful for their invaluable assistance.

2. Matthew B. Ridgway, The Korean War (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1967), 244.






Chapter 2

MY MEMORIES OF THE KOREAN WAR

Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell

It’s a pleasure being here, having the chance to talk to you all about the Kore-
an War. I can’t think of any event in American history more important for us to
remember than Korea, for it exemplified America’s young men and women at
their very best. I was in Korea, courtesy of having enlisted in the Air Force. I did
that without a high school diploma. As you know, you can’t do that now, but I was
having a little bit of trouble in school and after football season I couldn’t imagine
why anybody would want to stay in the classroom, so I quit and went in the Air
Force. I was not a flyer; I was an Air Policeman, what are called Security Police
today. Starting out, I went through boot camp at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas,
outside San Antonio. At that time, the Air Force was a new organization, just hav-
ing been created by the Defense Act of 1947, and I can still remember the hodge-
podge of uniforms that greeted me. Some of the people were still wearing Army
Air Forces olive-brown uniforms, and some people had gotten their new Air Force
blue uniforms. And some people were wearing brown pants and blue jackets! It
was just one hell of a mess.

Things have changed considerably since I was an airman in the Air Force. I
visit installations a lot; Air Force Space Command is headquartered in my state of
Colorado and we have a number of very high-profile installations, including the
Air Force Academy. Some of the officers in this audience might have gone
through the Academy. As I go around and see the lifestyle that the airmen have
now, we’ve obviously come a long way. In fact, with an all-volunteer military,
there’s no question that we have to continue to come a long way if we’re going to
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keep bright young people in the military. It’s certainly not like the past, for they
have a lot of opportunities on the outside, and they don’t have to stay in the mili-
tary to make a living.

I did want to come by here this morning, for my Korean experience meant—
and means—a lot to me. It’s my understanding that Sen. John Warner of Virginia
and I are the only two current members of the Senate now who served in Korea in
the war. There were many people in Congress who were there after the war was
over, and there were some that were in the military when it was going on, but they
weren’t assigned to Korea. On the Senate side, I think the late Sen. John Chaffee
of Rhode Island, former Sen. John Glenn of Ohio, and Senator Warner and I were
the only four who were actually over there. Being in the Air Force, and not being
a flyer, of course, I didn’t have to be on the front lines. Nevertheless, I did go up a
number of times because I had friends I had gone to school with that were in the
Army with the 1st Cavalry or with the Marines. Those were the guys who were re-
ally taking a beating.

When I got over there, the American forces had already pushed back the Ko-
rean regulars with their Chinese counterparts back a little bit north of Seoul. So
the front lines were actually about nine miles north of Seoul, but I remember very
distinctly some of the images that I got. I was nineteen when I went over there. We
took a troop ship to Japan and we then flew to what was called K—16, what is now
Seoul International Airport.' Korea was a vicious no-quarter conflict, particularly
between the North and South Koreans, and it showed. For example, when we
went across the Han River Bridge for the first time, I saw bodies hanged with
wire, and I asked the guy that was driving us, “Gee, what were those people con-
victed of?” And he said, “Collaborating with the enemy.” It was a pretty graphic
way to illustrate not to do that. And the authorities just left them there, didn’t take
them down, just left them hanging until the bodies eventually rotted, fell apart,
and dropped in the river. Pretty brutal times.

Then there were the planes. At that time, the Air Force was still flying some
of the World War II—era propeller-driven North American F-51 Mustangs. Even-
tually, they were phased out and turned over to the Republic of Korea (ROK)
forces as we acquired more of the newer F—80 and F—86 jets—the “hot planes” of
the day. As all you young pilots know, they’re all antiques today. And I have some
distinct memories of nighttime. There was a guy we used to call “Bedcheck Char-
lie.”” That son-of-a-gun would come over and bomb us every night I think mostly
to keep us awake. We could almost guarantee that, sometime during the night,
whatever the heck he was flying, he would come over and throw out a couple of
things just to kind of wake us up.

After I got back to the states and got a little older and began to look at Korea
in the perspective of other wars, it became obvious to me that it really was a for-
gotten war. Americans put it behind them and got on with other things. But talk to
people who were over there: they haven’t forgotten, and we shouldn’t either. I had
an opportunity the other day to talk to a couple of guys who belong to a fraternal
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band called the “Chosin Few.” They take their name from one of Korea’s most
brutal battles, the retreat from the reservoirs in the winter of 1950. That withdraw-
al was one of the most desperate and brutal battles in all of military history. Ap-
proximately 80 percent of all the Americans that were in that battle were either
killed or wounded, and it was fought in bitter, frigid cold and snow. It was a battle
where the Chinese literally completely surrounded the valley by the reservoir and
our ground forces had to fight their way out, protected and supported by air power.
Despite the danger, they wouldn’t leave their comrades, and carried out both their
wounded and dead. It was really a brutal thing, but characterized by the most ex-
traordinary heroism as well. That happened just before I got there, as did a lot of
other notable ground actions. Being in the Air Force, I didn’t have to be on any of
those, but I knew a number of people who were, including one friend whom 1
went all through elementary school and all through high school with, who was
killed on Heartbreak Ridge. Those of us who were there had all too much experi-
ence knowing friends or family members who didn’t come back. But, for too
many people today, we’ve even lost sight of the fact that Korea was a war. Re-
member that it was the first one where we didn’t use the word war: it was called a
police action, or the Korean conflict.

Indeed, it’s been unfashionable to even use the word war since World War
II—but Korea certainly was. If you talk to families of the 36,940 Americans that
died there, or the 92,134 who were wounded, or the 8,176 that are still carried as
missing in action, it was a war in every sense of the word.’

In many ways, Korea resembles Vietnam. For example, it’s interesting that,
although we often talk about Vietnam and the problems with soldiers coming back
with serious emotional problems. We had that, too, in Korea, but didn’t recognize
it. (Indeed, we didn’t recognize it in World War 11, and again veterans of that war
had a lot of the same emotional problems their successors suffered in Korea and
Vietnam).

Like Vietnam, sorting out the innocent from the enemy was an ongoing prob-
lem. (I shot at people, but I was a pretty lousy shot, so I don’t know if I hit any-
body or not.) Sometimes we were assigned to remote radar stations. These were
very important installations with long-range radar, crucial for bringing our fight-
ers and bombers back. The enemy obviously knew their value, too, and so it was
not uncommon to have to defend those outposts at nighttime from infiltrators and
guerrillas. In that regard, Korea was like Vietnam in that there were procommunist
South Korean guerrillas and North Korean infiltrators almost everywhere. In fact,
it didn’t make a difference where you were. So caution was the watchword, both
day and night. It’s really interesting that, after Vietnam, military people are held
much more accountable about what they do—for example, if they confuse an in-
nocent civilian with the enemy. Korea illustrated many of the same problems. I
remember when I first got over there, I couldn’t tell a North Korean from a South
Korean. We didn’t know, and they looked alike. This was a particular problem for
base security, for many Koreans were working on the bases. We’d have to search
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them and inspect their lunch boxes. I remember asking my commanding officer
when I got there, “Well, what do we do if we get caught in a situation and we end
up shooting somebody and they turn out to be a friendly South Korean?” In those
days, things were different from today. His answer was simply “We’ll take care of
it. Don’t worry about it.” But all that changed after Vietnam.

It is surprising that Korea dropped as quickly as it did from our conscious-
ness, for in its own way it was every bit as tortuous and difficult as Vietnam. For
example, Korea lasted only three years, less than a third as long as Vietnam, and
yet the casualties—dead, wounded, and missing—are not all that dissimilar. In
some cases, Korea was far worse, particular on the issue of prisoners of war and
missing in action [POW/MIAs]. There are about two thousand yet-unaccounted-
for POW/MIAs from Vietnam. We have more than eight thousand from Korea,
and we still don’t know where they are. There is a lot of callousness and cynicism
in the way the North Koreans work this issue.

For example, about ten years ago, some of us in Congress who had been in
Korea were asked to return to Korea and journey to Panmunjom and retrieve some
remains of dead Americans that North Korea had decided to give back. So Sonny
Montgomery (who is now retired), Bob Stump (who is the chairman of the Veter-
an Affairs Committee on the House side), Gerry Solomon, and a couple of others
of us went back. I was amazed at the contrasts in what I saw. When I had left
Korea, the war was still going on, not to end until about eight months after I came
back to the United States. (My last assignment was Nellis Air Force Base outside
Las Vegas, and I was an Air Policeman assigned to downtown casino town pa-
trol—and that was much better than Korea, I don’t have to tell you!) When I left
there, everything was in ruins. The streets of Seoul were just littered with debris,
and my most graphic memories were not the battles, not the war, but the kids. I
had come from a dysfunctional home, and I was raised in an orphanage. So I guess
I’ve always had a very special feeling for kids that are troubled. Too many of the
little kids, many less than six years old, less, had lost their legs or arms, and they
had pieces of tire inner tubes tied around whatever limbs worked to help drag
themselves along the ground. They would have a tin can hanging from their neck
with a wire or string, and if you could give them some food, you put it in that can.
If you didn’t stay right there while they ate it, be assured some stronger kid would
beat them up and take it away from them. In short, these kids, who had already
suffered and been through so much, were reduced to animal behavior. That is my
most lasting memory of the Korean War. But when Sonny Montgomery and the
rest of us arrived, Korea was an oasis. If you’ve been over there in the last years,
it’s beautiful: there’s a thriving economy, young people happily going to the uni-
versities, and it’s a different world. That was because a lot of Americans paid with
their lives to make sure that Koreans understood the difference between commu-
nism and democracy.

We proceeded from Seoul to north of the demilitarized zone [DMZ]. We went
up to the last outpost on the DMZ. It’s our farthest northern post, and a lot of
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young people were manning it. We looked through binoculars and could see open-
ings on the other side that the Chinese and North Koreans had made to dig tunnels.
That whole area of the DMZ is just riddled with underground tunnels that the
North Koreans plan to use to break through into the southern part at any time. In
fact, the ongoing search for tunnels is a major part of our defensive activities
along the DMZ.

At Panmunjom, the North Koreans turned over the remains of Americans.
There were five complete skeletons in caskets, and we inspected them, looking at
the dog tags. Satisfied, we signed for them, and we escorted them with honor,
care, and respect back to Hickam Air Force Base at Honolulu, where we arranged
to have DNA testing to confirm their identities. I said earlier the North Koreans
treat the whole POW/MIA issue with callousness and cynicism, and this proved
the case. We found we didn’t have the remains of just five people. Instead, the
skeletons had been pieced together from a bunch of remains. As near as we can
tell, a group of Americans had been rounded up, killed out of hand, and stuffed in
a hole. Then, decades later, when North Korea wanted some better, favorable
trade treatment (in short, they wanted something from the United States), they de-
cided to dig up some remains and give them back. So they dug them up, and they
assembled them to make five complete skeletons. Not one dog tag matched any of
the remains. That’s the kind of regime we are dealing with up in Pyongyang. It re-
ally brought home to me the real commitment and sacrifices we Americans made,
so many of whom are still missing from the Korean War.

Korea was one of those tragic times that Americans have paid the ultimate
sacrifice to stop communist aggression. In my view, as little as I know about mil-
itary history, I think that Korea was the turning point in the Cold War. It didn’t end
the Cold War, but it stopped communism there, and then subsequent events, years
and decades later, changed the tide completely. In the 1980s, communism began
to retreat and finally collapsed entirely with the demise of the Soviet empire in
1989 and the Soviet Union itself in 1991, as you all know.

But, anyway, that was my experience as a youngster over there. My son did-
n’t have to go into the service, and I’'m glad he didn’t need to. But I still believe
that the military offers some great advantages to youngsters, particularly kids like
me that were on the loose end, because it gives them some discipline, gives them
some direction, some goals and, now, particularly in the Air Force, it gives them
skills that they can take home and use. They can become a computer expert, an
electrician, a carpenter; they can do something that they can use back in civilian
life. That builds a stronger America for all of us. So I’ve always been a great sup-
porter of all the services, particularly the Air Force.

Before I leave, is there anything I can answer?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I’ve got a question, sir. What do you think of the
“Sunshine Policy” of South Korea, the summit efforts going on between North
and South Korea?
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SENATOR CAMPBELL: My view, when we went back to North Korea, is
that the difference between South Korea and North Korea is like flipping a coin,
from a bright, sunny, warm, energetic, economically successful community to one
right out of the Dark Ages. Everything was gray and dark. Nobody was smiling
that we saw. You could see that country was in deep trouble. A few years later,
after I came back, Sen. Ted Stevens and some other folks went over to North
Korea, and, when he came back, I asked him, “Ted, what do you think the future
is over there?” He said, “I think they only have two choices—starve to death or
start a war. It’s that bad.” And so I support this new program of interaction be-
tween South and North Korea. North Korea is probably the last of the last com-
pletely closed societies, where they don’t have any significant interaction with
anybody. When our people have gone over there, they have seen what it has cost
the North Koreans being an island unto themselves: mass starvation and some re-
ally difficult times. When you have a society that is totally depressed, things are
totally going wrong, it leads to suspicion and accusations, and sooner or later it
leads to some kind of assault. To take the pressure off of their own leaders, they’ve
got to throw something at somebody. I commend the leaders of South Korea that
are trying to work with the North Korean leadership and trying to help them im-
prove their economy and society.

We should remember that the Korean people are very, very tough and re-
sourceful. God, they’re tough! I'll tell you I wouldn’t want to be in their army.
During the war, I was on duty one night guarding a girls’ university on the out-
skirts of Seoul, because on one of the top floors of one of the buildings we had a
radar station. They used to assign an ROK soldier and an American together on
the perimeter and, when we were out there, this ROK guy fell asleep. I didn’t
think too much about it. I was just musing about home or something, and just
about then the two officers of the day came by, an American and a Korean. If the
sleeper had been an American, they might have raised hell with him or relieved
him of duty or something. But this ROK officer of the day meted out justice on the
spot, and he gave that guy a beating with a rifle butt—one of his own soldiers. I
just couldn’t believe that anybody would be that tough. Certainly in this country,
if an officer did that, he’d go to prison for abusing somebody under your com-
mand. Maybe it’s changed now, but maybe that’s what made Koreans so tough.

One more Korean story and then I’ll go. I’ve never had anything against the
officer corps, but I did have one memorable encounter with a new lieutenant in my
unit when I was in Taegu. Everything off-base was “off limits” because there was
so much guerrilla activity, but, as you know, young American boy soldiers being
what they are, they’d slip out at night and go get some booze or find a girl, so we
had to have regular roundups. We’d go to the local bars, and we’d run them all in
and make them march back to Taegu. I didn’t care much about it, but this new
lieutenant was determined to make an impression. So he made us get up in the
middle of the night, take a couple of Jeeps into downtown Taegu, round up a
bunch of guys, and march them back to base. I was in a Jeep in the front and there
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was another guy in a Jeep behind, and the lieutenant had all these guys that we
picked up marching along the road.

When you’re marching in front of headlights, you can’t see your feet very
well. Now, at that time, beside all the roads in Korea were trenches holding the ac-
cumulated residue of the “honey buckets” the Koreans used for personal waste. In
short, you can’t see those very well when you can’t see where you’re walking, and
I can still remember him counting “Hut, hut"—and then he fell in one of those
trenches. I looked in there, and all I could see ... [were] two eyeballs looking out.
Boy! I mean all those guys that we captured scattered instantly—and I scattered
too, because I wasn’t going to dig him out! We finally got back to base. He was
going to court martial us for leaving, but my excuse was my first duty was to gath-
er up those prisoners, right? Needless to say, I didn’t catch a one!

Well, in closing I want to tell you the Air Force is a great institution. It’s a
great organization, and it has kept up with the times and anticipated the future. For
those of you who are pilots or want to be pilots, my own view is that you’re on the
last wave of flying yourself. I don’t know for sure, but I have a hunch that, in an-
other thirty years, you’ll be operating a computer board just like we have for
drones now, except you’ll be operating a computer controlling the fighters and the
bombers and a lot of other things. In short, the wars for the Air Force will be done
at an even greater distance than what we saw in Korea or, more recently, with the
Gulf and the Balkans. We are moving toward a time when Americans will not tol-
erate war if anybody gets killed on our side, and, because of that, we will move
more and more toward sophisticated machines that carry the war to the enemy
such as uninhabited combat air vehicles [UCAVs]. So, if you’re an honest-to-God
pilot, it may be primarily flying transports or general aviation airplanes. As I said
at the beginning, [ didn’t fly in Korea, but I did learn to fly private aircraft after I
came home. In fact, for a while [ had a sporty Mooney that I used to have great fun
with. I don’t fly it much now, but I know that, having flown for a number of years,
it sets you free. That’s for sure. And it’s probably as close to God as a lot of us are
going to get! Thanks a lot and good luck.

Notes

1. Called Seoul City Air Base during the war.

2. Denied the ability to operate by day over the south, North Korean pilots would often fly at low
level over UN air bases at night in light-training and utility airplanes, particularly the Polikarpov Po-2
utility biplane. They would drop hand grenades or small bombs as an annoyance tactic; although casu-
alties and damage from these raids were small, they did cause the UN command to devote considerable
resources trying to shoot them down. Gls and allied airmen called these intruders Bedcheck Charlies;
during World War II, the Japanese had tried similar tactics in the South Pacific, the discordant sound of
their engines earning them the nickname of Washing Machine Charlie. As time went on, night fighters
claimed an increasing proportion of these nocturnal attackers.

3. These figures, released by the Department of Defense in January 2000, represent the results of a
rigorous analysis of military records and are considered as official and unlikely to change significantly.
Previous statistics counted 54,246 combat dead, but analysis revealed that this number included all mil-
itary deaths that had occurred to American forces around the world during the time of the Korean con-
flict. Thus, the officially accepted number of dead was revised downward to 36,940.
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Chapter 3

LEARNING FROM THE KOREAN WAR

Gen. Michael E. Ryan
Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force

MAIJ. GEN. T. MICHAEL “BUZZ” MOSELEY: Good morning! I’'m Buzz
Moseley, the Director of Legislative Liaison, and it is my privilege to introduce
the Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force, Gen. Michael “Mike” Ryan. For
all of us here in our blue uniforms, this is a bit of an add-on because we already
know him and he already knows us. But, for those in the audience who do not
know General Ryan, he is the chief of the world’s only global air force. He is the
son of another great Air Force leader, former Chief of Staff Gen. John Ryan. Mike
Ryan is a fighter pilot’s fighter pilot. After graduation from the Air Force Acade-
my, he went to pilot training and then to Southeast Asia in F—4s, cutting his air
combat teeth in a war a lot like Korea. Since then, he has commanded at all levels
of the Air Force, and he was the architect of Operation Deliberate Force in 1995,
the highly successful NATO air campaign over Bosnia. He spends most of his day
trying to take care of all of us, whether it’s over here at the Congress across the
river or whether it’s in the Pentagon. Sir, we owe you a great debt; we love you,
and you’ve got the mike.

GENERAL RYAN: Thanks, Buzz. I was looking around my office the other
day, and I saw a great big hole in the wall where Harley Copic’s superb picture
Sabre Dance used to be and, now, seeing it here on the wall behind me, I know
where it went! Buzz and Dr. Dick Hallion’s people stole it when I wasn’t looking.
It’s one of the really outstanding paintings in the Air Force art collection, and I
cannot think of a more fitting painting to be hanging here, at this symposium.
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I think it’s an important time for us to reflect on the Korean War, and I thank
Dr. Hallion and Buzz for honchoing this group and bringing lots of people togeth-
er—those who made the history, and those who can learn from it. History teaches
us a lot of lessons if we’ll just listen. There are some circumstances about Korea
that are reflective of today, and I’d like to just go through a few thoughts on that at
the strategic, operational, and tactical level.

First, Korea was fought at the beginning of the nuclear age. Indeed, just the
year before Korea began, the Soviet Union had exploded its first atomic bomb.
That radically transformed the strategic picture. So, in the first days of the bipolar
atomic confrontation, at the very beginning of the Cold War, we fought Korea,
and the implications of that early stage of nuclear standoff had to do a lot with the
strategy that went into that war.

Second, when Korea broke out, it was in the period of the second-lowest per-
centage of gross domestic product (GDP) put against defense since Pearl Harbor.
It should give all Americans pause when we note that the Jowest percentage in na-
tional defense since Pearl Harbor is what percentage of GDP we invest foday: it’s
about 3 percent of GDP. That should be a clear warning, particularly in today’s un-
certain world.

Third, we fought Korea at a time when the apparent strategic intent and inter-
ests of the United States were unthinkingly signaled in a very clear and unfortu-
nate way.' Even before the war broke out, the question of our willingness to
defend Korea from outside attack was left in question, not only within the United
States, but outside the nation as well. Today, we find ourselves in a similar debate,
about whether we ought to structure ourselves to be capable of fighting and win-
ning two major simultaneous regional contingencies or not. We obviously need to
be very careful in the signals that we send forth to potential adversaries, particu-
larly as we debate sensitive defense issues having far-reaching implications.

So the strategic lessons of Korea—and these are just a sampling—are very,
very important for us to reflect on today.

At the operational level, we had just been through one of the largest draw-
downs that this country had ever known, coming out of World War II. We had re-
duced the forces in the U.S. military from twelve million during World War 11
down to 1.5 million at the beginning of the Korean War. But again this resonates
with the present day. Indeed, today we have just gone through and finished the
largest drawdown we have had in the second half of this century since the Korean
War as we drew our forces down to almost similar levels.

When the Korean War broke out, the United States Air Force as an independ-
ent service was only three years old. But, if it was a new air force, it was never-
theless an air force whose predecessor—the Army Air Forces of World War II
fame—had invested heavily into technologies that came to fruition during that
earlier war and that had residual effects as we went into the Korean War. For ex-
ample, it was a force that remembered how to be expeditionary. Very, very rapid-
ly, the Air Force was able at that time to project power into the Pacific, bedding
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down the Thirteenth Air Force, the Fifth Air Force, and the Twentieth Air Force,
scattered from Guam to the Philippines, a force of more than one thousand aircraft
by the end of the buildup. Today, expeditionary aerospace power is a key aspect of
our modern global Air Force operations.

At a tactical level, things have changed substantially since Korea. Then, com-
bat operations were a matter of answering how many sorties it would take to take
out a particular target. Today, we talk about how many targets we can take out
with one sortie. In Kosovo, for example, we had B-2 stealth bombers flying non-
stop from the United States and then striking up to sixteen different targets on a
single mission.

Korea was a time that air superiority proved crucial. Fortunately, the technol-
ogy of the jet engine and high-speed flight that came out of World War II and the
continued investment in the late 1940s in the whole high-speed revolution led us
to aircraft that were very, very capable in the Korean War. This investment, typi-
fied by aircraft such as the North American F—86 Sabre, allowed us to dominate in
the skies. It wasn’t painless or risk free, and it certainly involved some hard fights.
Korea was the last war in which any American forces on the ground were attacked
by hostile aircraft. Since that time, the Air Force has given its sister services es-
sentially a half-century of unprecedented air dominance.

Finally, we must never forget the people, for they were truly the key of our
Korean success. At the tactical level, they made the difference in this war between
victory and defeat. Some of those people are here in this room—those who fought,
those who suffered, those who helped save a nation. In the end, we have to re-
member that the outcome of the Korean War was saving the nation of Korea and
stopping communism for the first time in the second half of this century, this last
century. It was a seminal event on the road to expunging what was one of the most
pernicious and exploitive forms of political domination and twisted social philos-
ophy ever to rule captive peoples.

People were important then, and they are critical now. It’s America’s young
people that make—and will continue to make—our Air Force the best air force
this world has ever seen. I look forward to hearing some of the comments that are
brought forward here and the outcome of this symposium. It’s a great pleasure to
be with you, and it’s an honor to be the head of this great Air Force of ours with
these great people in it. Thank you.

Notes

1. Speaking at the National Press Club in January 1950, Secretary of State Dean Acheson stated that
the Philippine Islands, the Ryukyu Islands, Japan, and the Aleutian Islands constituted America’s defen-
sive interests in the western Pacific. Because he pointedly excluded the Korean peninsula, and because
his remarks coincided with the withdrawal of occupation forces back to America, historians have con-
sidered this a vital diplomatic misstep, a signal that encouraged Stalin, Mao Tse-tung, and Kim Il-Sung
to undertake their subsequent aggression against the south in the belief that the United States would not
intervene.
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Chapter 4

THE AIR FORCE, KOREA, AND KOSOVO:
PAST AS PROLOGUE

The Hon. F. Whitten Peters
Secretary of the Air Force

MAJOR GENERAL MOSELEY : It’s now my privilege to introduce the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, the Hon. F. Whitten Peters, who has a lot of Navy experi-
ence, which is to our benefit. In the spirit of jointness, we take the good things
from the Navy, and he’s been one of them. Between Secretary Peters’s undergrad-
uate and law degrees at Harvard, he served as a naval officer at the Fleet Intelli-
gence Center in Norfolk. While at Harvard, he was the president of the Harvard
Law Review. Among other things, it is good to have a Secretary of the Air Force
with a legal background. It’s also good to have a Secretary of the Air Force that is
as aggressive as he is on taking care of our folks, talking care of our moderniza-
tion planning, our readiness, our parts and pieces, and working with us to ensure
we enter the twenty-first century with the required air dominance we need to do
our business. So, Mr. Secretary, without any further ado, sir, you’ve got it.

SECRETARY PETERS: Well, thank you, Buzz. It is certainly great to be
here. I am a “recovering lawyer,” and, because of that, I feel compelled to make a
disclaimer. I was seven years old when the Korean War broke out, and so my first-
hand knowledge is somewhat limited. I was about ten I guess when it ended, and
the most modern history course I’ve taken recently, I think, was about nineteenth-
century England. So I’'m not much on the history of this either, but happily I've
had Dick Hallion and his people trying to educate me all week.
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What I’d like to do today is not talk about the fine points of Korea, but talk a
bit about what I think is the application of what we learned in Korea to what we
we’re trying to do today. What I think has been clear to many of us in the Air
Force when we look back on the Korean War is the parallel between the Korean
War and how air power functioned there and the recent conflict in Kosovo, even
though obviously the technologies today are very different.

I think Korea is very instructive, and its anniversary gives us a chance really
to reflect a bit about what are the key aspects to air power and air dominance.
There’s just no question that the Korean War was the pivotal point in the develop-
ment of today’s Air Force. It was our first jet war, and it also marked the begin-
ning of an unbroken record of U.S. air superiority. Lest we underestimate the
importance of that record, we need to consider that the very initial stages of the
Korean conflict marked the very last time an American commander on the ground
ever had to worry about his troops being attacked from the air. In short, for Amer-
ican forces, for almost fifty years now, there has been no realistic threat of our
troops on the ground being attacked from the air, thanks to our Air Force. In fact,
that is so well understood, is such a part of what we do, and is a such critical en-
abler of all our joint forces, that I think many take it for granted today.

I also think that it’s important to think a little bit about what else Korea was.
It was truly the first of the “limited wars” that have become such a part of what we
do today. By the standards of the World War II victories in Europe and Japan, the
negotiated settlement in Korea seemed to many to be a defeat or at best a draw.
Gen. Douglas MacArthur, for example, dismissed the armistice as no substitute
for victory. More recent commentators have often referred to Korea as the “for-
gotten war,” but I’'m sure among the loved ones of the 36,940 Americans killed it
is not forgotten and certainly among the next of kin of those POWs and MIAs that
we’re still looking for, it is not a forgotten war either. I think military historians
also are beginning to awake to the importance of the Korean War and the overall
impact of those operations on the way we think about warfare today and the way
that our systems have evolved over the last fifty years.

The Korean War really defined the start of the Cold War and led to the rapid
expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO], which is now the
backbone of U.S. defense alliances. It fueled the formation of large standing
forces in the United States, and, of course, it set the stage for America’s involve-
ment in Vietnam. Korea was also the first major action of the United Nations and
the first embodiment of the proposition that the United Nations should intervene
militarily to suppress armed aggression. With the Cold War now over, we are
tempted to believe that the debate over when and how to use military force in a
more limited capacity is new, but, in fact, it is not. Korea raised many of the same
arguments about the value of participating on a more limited basis in a coalition in
a far-off land.

A half century after the Korean War, Time magazine recently reported that in
a rare example of interservice cooperation—which I would say, by the way, is not
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so rare these days—a Pentagon memo notes that all services are in agreement that
the number of Americans killed in Korea should be adjusted from 54,246 to
36,940. I think the very size of that number, whether it’s 36,000 or 54,000, shows
you that this was not a limited war, but indeed a very significant conflict, certain-
ly the equivalent of a major theater war in today’s vernacular.

During Korea, the Air Force dropped 476,000 tons of explosives, and the
conflict really exposed us to the reality of post—World War II warfare in which the
conventional air power would be used as much to influence an outcome and to
change the way that enemy leaders thought as they would be to destroy an
enemy’s fielded forces on occupied territory.

At the start of the war, the newly independent Air Force found itself sorely
tested. This conflict was without American precedent—a war of limited aims.
Like the rest of America’s armed forces, the Air Force had drawn down rapidly
after the victory in World War II and as a result was unprepared in many ways for
this conflict. If ever there was a lesson learned in the cost of letting everything just
slide, Korea is it.

Yet, with almost no warning, the Air Force effectively injected itself into the
war in its first week, providing transportation, evacuation, intelligence, but most
importantly the means to delay the rapid advance of North Korean forces. Our un-
paralleled ability to deliver crushing bomb loads on target—time after time—al-
lowed allied forces time to construct the Pusan defensive perimeter and to prepare
for MacArthur’s masterful counterattack at Inchon.

Of all its many accomplishments, the Air Force’s most critical contribution to
the Korean victory was air dominance. During the Korean War, American pilots
flew the North American F-86 Sabre jet fighter. In some ways, it was inferior to
its Soviet-built rival, the Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG—15. For example, a MiG could
fly above fifty thousand feet whereas the F-86 was limited to about forty-two
thousand feet, and the MiG was lighter and could climb faster. Maintenance was a
headache, and it sounds reminiscent actually of some of our fleets today in that
too-often a large fraction of our Sabres were in the depot or in the shop.

The Sabre first saw action in Korea with the 4th Fighter Group in December
1950. The basic Sabre design spawned multiple variants for wide-ranging roles
including all-weather intercept, ground attack, and reconnaissance. Despite the
deficiencies, the Sabre was a remarkable airplane for its time, and it had better
high-speed qualities and a better flight control system than the MiG-15. The Sabre
jet came to be considered one of the greatest fighter aircraft of all times, building
up an impressive combat record that made a clear difference in the course of the
war. Flown by skilled and aggressive pilots and serviced by dedicated young air-
men, it dominated the MiG and set a standard for air control that is a hallmark of
the Air Force today. It proved beyond a doubt the importance of superior technol-
ogy, and I think the example of the Sabre in Korea is one of the reasons that Gen-
eral Ryan and I insist that we can never settle for parity as we look for our future
technological needs. If we’re going to send young men and women into harm’s
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way, we need to make sure that we have a decisive advantage. Certainly, the ad-
vantage was decisive in Korea: F-86s shot down 792 MiG fighters while losing
just 78 Sabres, a victory ratio of 10 to 1.

Constant air superiority established and maintained in the skies over North
Korea also enabled tactical and strategic bombing forces to operate with near im-
punity behind communist lines, destroying enemy supplies while decimating rein-
forcements. The intensive continuous bombing enabled United Nations command
to twice stave off disaster and twice launch successive offensive drives, th