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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE STATISTICAL DIGEST

This regulation establishes the United States Air Force Statistical Digest as the reference book of USAF official
statistics for each fiscal year. It describes the digest’s contents and sources of material, and assigns related

responsibilities.

[See summary of revised, deleted, or added material below signature element]

1. Contents of the Digest. The digest contains
summaries of Air Force statistics on forces,
operations, materiel, personnel, training, medical
services, finance, security and law enforcement,
facilities, transportation, Military Assistance
Program (MAP), and related studies and historical
events.

2. Source of Material. Most of the data for the
digest are obtained by the Data Services Center
(AFADS), Directorate of Data Automation,
Comptroller of the Air Force, HQ USAF, from
USAF world—wide statistical reporting system This
material is or may be augmented with material
furnished by Air Staff offices, HQ USAF field
extensions, the USAF Historical Division Liaison
Office (AFCHO), major commands (MAJCOM), and
separate operating agencies.

3. Responsibilities:
a. HQ USAF (AFADS):

(1) Is assigned the primary responsibility for
publication of the digest.

(2) Prepares an annual letter of instructions to
provide contributors with schedules of submission
dates and other pertinent information.

(3) Collects properly prepared statistical data
from contributing offices.

(4) Compiles data from directorate statistical
reports.

(5) Reviews and acts upon contributors’ and
users’ recommendations for additions, deletions,
and changes in data or statistical format; and
coordinates these recommendations with Air Force

correlative activities.

(6) Reviews, edits, organizes, and consolidates
the statistical data for publication in the digest.

(7) Submits final draft to AFDASDC for
review and printing.

b. Other Air Staff Offices, HQ USAF Field
Extensions, MAJCOM, Separate Operating Agencies,
and AFCHO. These offices will contribute historical
and significant statistical material for the digest by:

(1) Compiling and preparing statistical and
editorially correct summaries which adequately
cover the pertinent subject matter area in
accordance with the annual instructions issued by
AFADS.

(2) Coordinating digest material with Air
Force correlative activities.

(3) Reviewing the latest issue of the digest and
recommending changes for future editions.

c. AFCHO (Only): In addition to the above,
AFCHO will furnish, in summary form, the lineage
of MAJCOMS and separate operating agencies, and
will submit a Chronology of Historical Events, RCS:
HAF-D47, covering significant historical material
during the fiscal year, as prescribed by annual letter
from AFADS.

4. Maintaining Security Classification. Each
contributing activity will indicate the proper
security classification and the appropriate
downgrading and declassification group number (as
prescribed in AFRs 205—1 and 205-2) of all digest
material submitted for publication. Further, the
contributor will notify HQ USAF (AFADSAC),
Wash DC 20330, immediately as to any change in

This regulation supersedes AFR 1718, 29 October 1965.
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the security classification or in the downgrading and previously published digest material.
declassification group numbers which affect
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OFFICIAL J. P. McCONNELL, General, USAF
Chief of Staff

JOHN F, RASH, Colonel, USAF
Director of Administrative Services

Summary of Revised, Deleted, or Added Material

This revision contains the report title and Reports Control Symbol for material to be provided by the
USAF Historical Division Liaison Office (para 3c) and change in abbreviation for major command
(MAJCOM) (para 2).




FOREWORD

THIS IS THE TWENTY-THIRD EDITION OF THE USAF STATISTICAL DIGEST. IN ADDITION TO THE
USUAL STATISTICAL SUMMARIES, MATERIAL RE FLECTING USAF ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA (SEA)
HAVE BEEN INCLUDED AND MAY BE FOUND IN VARIOUS SECTIONS,

PART 1, AIR FORCE UNITS AND CAPABILITIES, INCLUDES DATA ON USAF AIRCRAFT POSSESSED AND
COMBAT READY, AIRCREWS FORMED AND COMBAT READY, AND SQUADRONS LOCATED IN SEA.

PART 11, FLIGHT OPERATIONS, CONTAINS INFORMATION ON AVERAGE NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT. COMBAT
AND COMBAT SUPPORT FLYING HOURS AND UTILIZATION RATES AS WELL AS THE NUMBER OF SORTIES FOR
EACH OPERATIONAL AND SUPPORT BASE IN SEA, DATA ON AIRCRAFT, INDICATING COMMAND OF POSSESSION
1S ALSO SHOWN,

PART 111, SAFETY, INCLUDES DATA ON MAJOR AND MINOR AIRCRAFT FLIGHT ACCIDENTS IN SEA.

PART 1V, MATERIEL, UNDER WAR READINESS MATERIEL. INCLUDES DATA ON AIR FORCE ORDNANCE
EXPENDITURES IN SEA.

PART VII, MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, CONTAINS INFORMATION ON MILITARY ASSISTANCE
(FWMAF/MASF/SOA) PROGRAM AND MILITARY APPROPRIATION SERVICE—FUNDED PPOGRAM FORMAL TRAINING
ACCOMPLISHMENT BY TYPE OF TRAINING.

PART VII11, MILITARY PERSONNEL, REFLECTS DATA ON USAF OFFICERS AND AIRMAN CASUALTY
INFORMATION IN SEA. MILITARY STRENGTH IN SEA MAY BE FOUND IN THE TABLE ON DUTY LOCATION
OVERSEAS,

PART 1X, CIVILIAN PERSONNEL. REFLECTS DATA ON THE FMPLOYED STRENGTH OF CIVILIAN PERSON—
NEL IN SEA,

PART X, MEDICAL, CONTAINS INFORMATION ON ADMISSION RATES FOR MAJOR ILLNESS GROUPS IN SEA.

SOURCES FOR THE DATA CONTAINED HEREIN ARE THE PUBLISHED AND UNPUBLISHED RECORDS OF THE
DATA SERVICES CENTER, EXCEPT WHERE OTHERWISE NOTED IN THE SOURCE INDICATED AT THE END OF
EACH TABLE. SOME OF THE TABLES PUBLISHED IN THE FY 1967 1SSUE HAVE BEEN DELETED WHILE OTHERS
HAVE BEEN COMBINED OR REVISED IN ORDER TO PRESENT MORE MEANINGFUL STATISTICAL DATA,

CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE CONTENT OF THIS DOCUMENT, AS WELL AS SUGGESTIONS FOR

FUTURE EDITIONS, SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO HEADQUARTERS, USAF (AFADSLD), WASHINGTON. D. C. 20330.
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X1V

HISTORICAL LINEAGE OF USAF MAJOR AIR COMMANDS AND SEPARATE OPERATING AGENCIES

AERONAUTICAL CHART AND INFORMATION CENTER (ACIC)

Chart Service and as-
13 March 1946; reas-

Established as Aeronautical
signed to Air Transport Command,
signed to Strategic Air Command, 21 May 1947; reassigned
to Air Materiel Command, 1 March 1950; redesignated USAF
Aeronautical Chart and Information Service, 1 February
1951; reassigned to Military Air Transport Service, 11
May 1952; redesignated USAF Aercnautical Chart and In-
formation Center, 1 August 1952; redesignated Aeronauti-
cal Chart and Information Center, 20 September 1954;
relieved from assignment to Military Air Transport
Service and made a separate operating agency, 1 July 1960.

AEROSPACE DEFENSE COMMAND (ADC)

Established, 21 March 1946; activated as a major air
command, 27 March 1946; reassigned, as an operational air
command, to Continental Air Command, 1 December 1948;
discontinued, 1 July 1950; reestablished as a major air
command, 1 Januvary 1951; and redesignated Aerospace
Defense Command, 1 January 1968.

AIR FORCE ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE CENTER (AFAFC)

Established as Air Force Finance Division and or-
ganized as a separate operating agency, 1 January 1951;
redesignated Air Force Accounting and Finance Division,
1 September 1957; and redesignated Air Force Accounting
and Finance Center, 1 July 1959.

ATR FORCE COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE (AFCS)

Constituted as Army Airways Communications System
Wing, 13 April 1943; activated as part of Flight Control,
Command, 26 April 1943; reassigned directly to Army Air
Forces, 14 July 1943; redesignated Army Airways Communi-
cations System, 26 April 194l; redesignated Air Communi-
cations Service, and reassigned to Air Transport Command,
13 March 1946; redesignated Airways and Air Communi-
cations Service, 11 September 1946; reassigned to Mili-
tary Air Transport Service, 1 June 1948; relieved from
assignment to Military Air Transport Service, elevated
to a major air command, and redesignated Air Force Com-
munications Service, 1 July 1961.

AIR FORCE DATA SYSTEMS DESIGN CENTER (AFDSDC)

Constituted as Air Force Data Systems Design Center
and organized as a separate operating agency, 26 October

1967.

AIR FORCE LOGISTICS COMMAND (AFLC)

Established as Army Air Forces Materiel and Services,
14 July 19hh4; organized as a major air command, 17 July
194k; redesignated Army Air Forces Air Technical Service
Command, 31 August 194k; redesignated Air Technical Ser-
vice Command, 1 July 1945; redesignated Air Materiel
Command, 9 March 1946; and redesignated Air Force Logis-
tics Command, 1 April 1961,

AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND (AFSC)

Established as Research and Development Command, 23
January 1950; organized as a major air command, 1 Febru-
ary 1950; redesignated Air Research and Development Com-
mand, 16 September 1950; and redesignated Air Force Sys-
tems Command, 1 April 1961.

AIR TRAINING COMMAND (ATC)

Established as a major Air Command under designa-
tion Air Corps Flying Training Command, 23 January 1942;
redesignated Army Air Forces Flying Training Command,
March 1942; redesignated Army Air Forces Training Com-
mand, 31 July 1943; and redesignated Air Training Com-
mand, 1 July 1946.

ATR UNIVERSITY (AU)

Established as Air Service School, 1920; redesignat-
ed Air Service Field Officers' School, 10 February 1921;
redesignated Air Service Tactical School, 8 November
1922; redesignated Air Corps Tactical School, 18 August
1926; discontinued, 9 October 1942; reestablished as
Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics, and assigned
to Army Air Forces Center, 16 October 1943; redesignated
Army Air Forces School, 1 June 1945; reassigned directly
to Army Air Forces and given status of major air command,
29 ,November 1945; and redesignated Air University, 12
March 1946,

ALASKAN AIR COMMAND (AAC)

Constituted as Alaskan Air Force, 28 December 19kl;
activated as & major air command, 15 January 1942; re-
designated Eleventh Air Force, 5 February 1942; and re-
designated Alaskan Air Command, 18 December 1945.

CONTINENTAL AIR COMMAND (CAC)

Established and organized as a major air command,
1 December 1948.

HEADQUARTERS COMMAND USAF (USAF HQCOMD)

Established as Bolling Field Command, and organized
as a major air command, 15 December 19&6; redesignated
Headquarters Command, United States Air Force, 17 March
1948,

MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND {MAC)

Established as Military Air Transport Service, and
organized as a major air command, 1 June 1948; redesig-
nated Military Airlift Command, 1 January 1966.

OFFICE OF AEROSPACE RESEARCH (OAR)

Constituted as Air Force Research Division, and
activated as part of Air Research and Development Com-
mand, 28 December 1959; organized, 15 January 1960; re-
lieved from assigmment to Air Research and Development
Command, redesignated Office of Aerospace Research, and
made a separsate operating agency, 1 April 1961,
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HISTORICAL LINEAGE OF USAF MAJOR AIR COMMANDS AND SEPARATE OPERATING AGENCIES (Continuen)

PACIFIC AIR FORCES (PACAF)

Constituted as Far East Air Forces, 31 July 194k;
activated as a major air command, 3 August 194k; re-
designated Pacific Air Command, US Army, 6 December 1945;
redesignated Far East Air Forces, 1 January 1947; and
redesignated Pacific Air Forces, 1 July 1957.

STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND (SAC)

Constituted as Continental Air Forces, 13 December
194L; activated as a major air command, 15 December 19L4;
redesignated Strategic Air Command, 21 March 1946,

TACTICAL AIR COMMAND (TAC)

Established and activated as a major air command,
21 March 1946; reassigned, as an operational air command,
to Continental Air Command, 1 December 1948; made an
operational and administrative command under Continental
Air Command, 20 September 1950; returned to status of
major air command, 1 December 1950.

USAF ACADEMY (USAFA)

Established, 27 July 1954; activated as a separate
operating agency, 1k August 1954,

Source: USAF Historical Division

US AIR FORCES IN EUROPE (USAFE)

Constituted as Eighth Air Force, 19 January 1942;
activated as a major air command, 28 January 1942; re-
designated United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe,
22 February 194k4; and redesignated United States Air
Forces in Europe, 7 August 1945,

USAF SECURITY SERVICE (USAFSS)

Established, 20 October 1948; organized as a major
air command, 26 October 19L8.

UNITED STATES AIR FORCES SOUTHERN COMMAND (USAFSO)

Constituted as Panama Canal Air Force, 19 October
1940; activated as a major air command, 20 November
1940; redesignated Caribbean Air Force, 5 August 1941;
redesignated Sixth Air Force, 5 February 1942; redesig-
nated Caribbean Air Command, 31 July 1946; and redesig-
nated United States Air Forces Southern Command, 8 July
1963,
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND EXECUTIVES AND COMMANDERS OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
DURING FY 1968 (Continuen)

CHIKF OF STAFF (Continued)
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CHRONOLOGY OF UNITED STATES AIR FORCE MAJOR EVENTS — FY 1968

(Letters in parentheses indicate classification of items as follows: (S) SECRET, and (U) UNCLASSIFIED)

July 1967

The first contingent of 0-2 aircraft had arrived in Vietnam by the end of the Month. To be used for forward
alr controller and psychological warfare missions, the twin-engine 0-2's will augment, and eventually replace, the
single-engine 0-1 Birddog now in use. (U)

1 July 1967

An Air Force Titan III-C booster placed six satellites in orbit. Included were threc communication satellites
for the Initial Defense Communication Satellite System, a scientific capsule, a gravity-measuring device, and an
antenna test satellite. (U)

The real estate controlled by the Alaska Communications System was transferred from the Alaskan Air Command
to the Air Force Communications Service. (U)

The Air Force Communications Service assumed responsibility for the first Initial Defense Commnication
Satellite System terminal, located at Clark Air Base, Philippine Islands., (U)

7 July 1967

Two B-52's collided in mid-air while en route to targets over Vietnam. Five crew members and one passenger,
Major General William J. Crumm, Third Air Division commander, died in the crash. (U)

9 July 1967

The United States Air Force dispatched three Tactical Air Cowmand C-130's from Pope Air Force Base, North
Carolina, to the Republic of Congo to provide logistic support to the Congolese government during the current
mercenary-led rebellion. (U)

11 July 1967

The Martin Marietta Corporation officially turned over to the Air Force the X-24A (formerly SV-5P) research
vehicle. The vehicle is a piloted, wingless 1ifting body powered by a rocket engine. (u)

15 July 1967

Major General Robert W. Paulson became Commander, Air Force Communications Service, vice Major General
Richard P. Klocko who became Deputy Director of the Defense Communications Agency. (U)

19 July 1967

The Department of Defense announced a successful test which involved "tactical"” commnication via satellite
(the LES-5 launched 1 July 1967) among airborne aircraft, a submarine, a ship, and fixed and mobile land-based
terminals of the Army, Navy and Air Force. (u)

27 July 1967

The Air Force launched a flare activated radiobiological observatory satellite from Vandenberg Air Force Base,
California. It is the first satellite designed to study effects of solar-flare radiation. (U)

30 July 1967

General Dynamics Corporation reported that the first development model of the FB-111A bomber successfully
completed its first flight--L5 minutes, including a portion at supersonic speed. (v)

1 August 1967

Lieutenant General Robert G. Ruegg became Deputy Chief of Staff, Systems and Logistics, vice Lieutenant General
Thomas P. Gerrity. (U)

Lieutenant General Thomas P. Gerrity became Commander, Air Force Logistics Command, vice General Kanneth B.
Hobson, retired. (u)

. J



CHRONOLOGY OF UNITED STATES AIR FORCE MAJOR EVENTS — FY 1968 (Continuen)

1 August 1967 (Continued)

Lieutenant General Arthur C. Agan, Jr., became Commander, Air Defense Command, vice Lieutenant General Herbert
B. Thatcher, retired. (U)

Major General Jack J. Catton became Deputy Chief of Staff for Programs and Resources, vice Lieutenant General
Robert J. Friedman who became Chief of Staff, U.S. Forces, Korea and Chief of Staff, United Nations Command, Korea,

(u)

Lieutenant General Joseph H. Moore became The Inspector General, Headquarters United States Air Force, vice
Lieutenant General Theodore R. Milton. (U)

Lieutenant General Theodore R. Milton became Comptroller of the Air Force, vice Lieutenant General Jack G.
Merrell who became Vice Commander-in-Chief, United States Air Forces in Burope. (U)

10 August 1967

Alr Force Chief of Staff General John P. McConnell presented Major Bernard F. Fisher, recipient of the Medal
of Honor for heroism in Vietnam, with the 1966 Cheney Award. The award is presented annually for "an act of valor,
extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian interest performed in connection with aircraft." (U)

11 August 1967

The Commandant of the Warfare Systems School announced the first class in comptroller management would start
in the spring of 1968 at Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. (U)

12 August-30 November 1967

The A-37 underwent combat evaluation in Vietnam under Operation Combat Dragon. Twenty-five A-37's flew about
5,000 combat sorties with favorable results. The A-37 is designed for close air support of ground forces and
interdiction, (U)

18 August 1967

The United States Air Force Tropic Survival School was established and organized as a name activity at Albrook
Air Force Base, Canal Zone, and assigned to the United States Air Forces Southern Command, effective this date. (U)

20 August 1967

The first extensive chart of the far side of the moon published. Compiled by the Aeronautical Chart and
Information Center for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the chart was based primarily on American
lunar satellite photography. (u)

31 August 1967

The Office of the Secretary of Defense announced that the Air Force had awarded a $28.7 million contract to
McDonnell-Douglas for eight C-9A twin-engine Jjet aircraft. Formerly designated the CX-2, the C-9A will be used
for domestic aeromedical evacuation. (U)

September 1967

A radar system that can detect the presence of almost any type of storm within a radius of 200 miles became
operational at Dover Air Force Base, Delaware. (U)

9 _September 1967

Airman First Class Duane D. Hackney of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service became the first living en-
listed man to receive an Air Force Cross following his heroic efforts in the rescue of a pilot downed in the Jjungle
of North Vietnam. (U)

12 September 1967

Operation Neutralize, an effort by Navy, Marine and Air Force aircraft to destroy North Vietnamese artillery
in and about the demilitarized zone, began. The operation ended 31 October 1967 after successfully decreasing
shelling of the Marine positions below the demilitarized zone. (8) (Group 3)
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2L-27 September 1967

Air Force reserve units airlifted 42 tons of food and supplies to Harlingen, Texas, during floods caused by
Hurricane Beulah, The Tactical Air Command also participated in relief wmissions to the flood area. (U)

28 Scptember 1967

Lieutenant Colonel Albert R. Howarth was presented the MacKay Trophy in a Pentagon ceremony for "courage and
airmanship" when his A-26 aircraft became disabled on a combat mission in Southecast Asia. (U)

1 October 1967
Townsend W. Hoopes became Undersecretary of the Air Force, succeeding Norman S. Paul who resigned. (u)

The Advanced Logistics Systems Center was activated in the Air Force Logistics Command to create systems using
a "third" generation of computers and eliminating 75 percent of the duplication in current processes. (U)

2 October 1967

The Air Force Communications Service began operation of the Apollo aircraft control center at Patrick Air
Force Base, Florida. This center is designed to control Apollo tracking aircraft, as well as missile support
aircraft. (U)

3 October 1967

The 35lst Strategic Missile Wing, Whiteman Air Force Base, Missouri, completed modernization of its missile
force. It is the first wing to convert from Minuteman I to Minuteman II missiles. (U)

Major Williem Knight, USAF, established an unofficial speed record by flying the X-15A-2 at speeds of L,53h4
miles per hour. (U)

12 October 1967

The Federal Aviation Administration certified the all weather landing system (AWLS) for use on C-141 Star-
lifter aircraft. The automated AWLS would considerably improve ability to land in all weather by bringing the
transport down within 12 feet of either side of the runway center line and within 300 feet of either side of a
landing point. (U)

13 October 1967
President Johnson presented the Harmon International Trophy for 1967 to Lieutenant Colonel Edwin E. Aldrin,

Jr., and Captain James A. Lovell, Jr., for their Gemini 12 space flight and to Alvan S, White for his XB-T0
flights at speeds exceeding Mach 3. (U)

14 October 1967

An Atlas booster was launched from Vandenberg Air Force Base, California, in the fourth and final test of the
maneuvering ballistic re-entry vehicle program. (S) (Group 4)

16 October 1967

Major General William J. Crumm posthumously received the 1967 Eugene M. Zuckert Management Award for his out-
standing management accomplishments while Coumander, Third Air Division, Strategic Air Command. (U)

The first operationally configured production F-111A arrived at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, after being
accepted by the Air Force earlier in the day at General Dynamics, Fort Worth, Texas, plant. (U)

19 October 1967

The Air Force changed the title of three airmen grades. All airmen in pay grade E-4 became sergeants (formerly
airman first class); E-3, airman first class (formerly airman second class); and E-2, airman (formerly airman third
class). (U)

22 October 1967

The AUTODIN overseas switching center at Clark Air Base, Philippine Islands, was activated. This was the first
of 11 oversea terminals to become operational. (v)
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24 Qctober 1967

United States aircraft attacked North Vietnam's largest air base, Phuc Yen, for the first time in a combined
Air Force, Navy, and Marine strike. During the attack, the Air Force downed its 69th MIC aircraft. (U)

26 October 1967

The Air Force Data Systems Design Center established as a separate operating agency, placing under cne command
all Air Staff agenciecs engaged in the design of standard automated data systems. Colonel Vernon R. Turner became
the first commander. (U)

1 November 1967

The Air Force Logistics Command began jet service on its logistic airlift (LOGAIR) contract service. (U)
7 November 1967

The Air Force successfully launched an advanced ballistic re-entry system (ABRES) module from Vandenberg Air
Force Base, California, by Atlas-D booster. This was the 26th and last test launch of the Atlas D series of surplus
boosters. Twenty-five of the 26 launched were considered successful., (S) (Group L)

10 November 1967

An Atlas booster launched a boost glide re-entry vehicle from Vandenberg Air Force Base, Californis. This is
the first in a series of three boost glide re-entry vehicles to be launched. (S) (GrOup L)

13 November 1967

The 6511th Test Group {Air Force Systems Command) at El Centro Naval Air Facility completed the first success-
fully recovered single airdrop of a 50,000-pound platform load from a C-130 aircraft. A test load of concrete and
steel was dropped from ar altitude of 5,000 feet at an airspeed of 130 knots. ()
15 November 1967

Major Michael J. Adams was killed when his X-15 encountered control problems and crashed while on a flight
from Edwards Air Force Base, California. He posthumously received the command pilot astronaut rating for his X-15

flight to 265,000 feet. (U)

17 November-29 December 1967

Operation Eagle Thrust--the airlift of two 10lst Airborne Division brigades from Fort Campbell, Kentucky to
Bien Hoa, South Vietnam--got underway with deployment of an advance party. Deployment of the main body of personnel
and equipment began 1 December. Overall, there were 373 C-141 and 20 C-133 sorties which transported 10,356 combat
troops and more than 5,118 tons of equipment. (U)
20 November 1967

The last mission of the C-135 aircraft as an airlift transport was completed. (U)

December 1967

The first "dummy drop" of a AGM-69 short-range attack missile (SRAM) from a powered aircraft occurred this
month over the Smoky Hill Bowbing Range in Kansas. The unpowered test model of the SRAM was dropped from a B-52.
(V)

1 December 1967

Major General Milton B, Adams became Commander, Headquarters Command, USAF, vice Major General Rollen H, Anthis
who became Commander of the 17th Air Force. (U)

Major General Kenneth E. Pletcher became Surgeon General of the Air Force, vice Lieutenant General Richard L.
Bohannon, retired. (U)
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4 December 1967

The OV3-6 satellite was launched from Vandenberg Air Force Base, California, and successfully placed in orbit.
Instruments on board measured atmospheric composition, electron density, and temperature irregularities. (u)

An AN/TPS-L8, three dimensional (distance, direction, altitude) tactical radar system, because operational in
the European-African-Middle Eastern Communications Area, the first radar of this type to become operational in the
Air Force. (U)

6 December 1967

The first radar (the AN/FPS-85) designed specifically to detect, track, identify, and predict the orbits of
space objects was unveiled by the Air Force at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. This radar will be able to track
95 percent of all the objects in space at any one time,. (v)

Gunship IT, a C-130A modified with sensors and weapons to provide all-weather interdiction of lines of communi-
cation, successfully completed its first combat test. (S) (Group 4)

10 December 1967

The last of three C-130's dispatched in July (Joint Task Force Congo) to assist the Congo returned to its home
station, kblth Tactical Airlift Wing, Pope Air Force Base, North Carolina. The Joint Task Force Congo--three
C-130's and 112 men--arrived in the Congo on 10 July 1967 and flew 179 missions and cvacuated 675 civilians. (u)
12 December 1967

The Sandpiper air-launched missile underwent its first flight test at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. Tt is
propelled by the world's first hybrid rocket developed by United Technology Center. Using a combination of nitric
oxide and plastic solid fuel, the engine propelled the missile beyond Mach 2 in a flight that lasted more than five
minutes, an unusually long burning time for a rocket. (v)

17 December 1967

The RF-111A aircraft made its maiden flight from the General Dynamics plant at Fort Worth, Texas. It is the
fourth version of the F-111 to enter flight testing. (U)

19-29 December 1967

Operation Navajo, the 1l-day operation involving 18 helicopters under direction of Western Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Center, delivered 150 tons of food to an evacuated 200 people from the Navajo Indian rescrvation in
northeast Arizona. Active-duty Air Force, Civil Air Patrol, and Air Force Reserve forces were involved in this
operation. (U)

Concurrently, in Operation Haylift, Air Force Reserve crews, using about 40 aircraft, flew 161 missions, mainly
with C-119 and C-124's and dropped 850 tons of hay to stranded sheep and cattle on the Indian reservation. (U)

29 December 1967

Colonel James O, Gross assumed command of the Alr Force Accounting and Finance Center, vice Brigadier General
Thomas P, Corwin who retired. (U)

1 January 1968

The Air Force Accounting and Finance Center established a new centralized computer pay system, the first of
its kind in the Air Force, for some 130,000 members of the Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard who performed
wilitary duty for which they received pay. (U)

5 January 1968

Air Force Academy pilot training program got under way at Peterson Fleld, Colorade. The first group, number-
ing 233 cadets, used T-41 aircraft. (U)

8 January 1968
Mr. Thomas H. Nielsen became Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Financial Management), vice Mr. Leonard
Marks, Jr. (U)
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11 January 1968

The Air Force established the position of Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs and abolished the position of Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower. Dr. FEugene T. Ferraro,
who occupied the former position, was named the new Acting Assistant Secretary. (U)

15 January 1968

Brigadier General Leo A. Kiley assumed command of the Office of Aerospace Research, vice Major General Ernest
A. Pinson who became Commandant, Air Force Institute of Technology. (U)

Air Defense Command was redesignated Aerospace Defense Command, to describe wmore fully its mission. (U)

Operation Niagara I, the intelligence phase of the air operation to defend the Marine outpost at Khe Sanh,
South Vietnam, began. Operation Niagara II, the defense phase, began 22 January 1968 and ended 31 March 1968.
During the operation, United States air units dropped nearly 96,000 tons of ordnance. Total sorties in support of
Khe Sanh: U.S. Air Force--15,772; U.S. Navy--5,436; U.S. Marine Corps--6,034. (S/NORFORN) (Group 3)

Between 21 January and 8 April 1968 the Air Force delivered 12,437 tons of supplies to the Marine outpost at
Khe Sanh, South Vietnam, in 1,124 sorties. (V)

16 January 1968

United States Air Forces in Europe assisted the Italian Government in caring for the victims of a devastating
carthquake which occurred in Sicily on 15 January by airlifting 107 passengers and 423,054 pounds of food, tents,
blankets, medical supplies, and other required items. (v)

21 January 1968

A B-52 crashed on the ice seven miles from Thule Air Base, Greenland, killing one crewman and scattering parts
of nuclear weapons. The Strategic Air Command immediately began recovery and decontamination procedures under
Project Crested Ice. (U)

22 January 1968

Following the crash of a B-52 near Thule Air Base, Greenland, on the previous day, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
directed that nuclear weapons not be carried on airborne alert training sorties. (S) (Group 3)

2k January 1968

Secretary of the Alr Force Harold Brown presented the widow of Air Force pilot, Captain Hilliard A. Wilbanks
with the 2kth Medal of Honor of the Vietnam war (and the second U.S. Air Force award). Wilbanks was killed 2k
February 1967 when, while flying as a forward air controller, he attacked a large hostile force with a rifle and
permitted advancing South Vietnamese Rangers to withdraw from an ambush. (U)

25 January 1968
As a result of the Korean emergency, President Johnson in Executive Order 11392 recalled to active duty three
wings and ten groups of the Air National Guard and two wings, five groups, and one squadron of the Air Force

Reserve. (U)

28 January - 10 February 1968

Operation Combat Fox, deployment of 182 tactical aircraft from the Pacific Theater and the United States
to the Republic of Korea, took place in response to the Korean emergency initiated by the capture of the USS
Pueblo by North Korea, {(S/NORFORN) (Group 3)

The Military Airlift Command participated in the Korean build-up by flying over 800 missions in airlifting
men and cargo to Korea and Japan. (u)

31 January 1968

The Tet offensive began in South Vietnam. Many air bases were shelled while sporadic ground fighting
continued through 3 February at allied installations throughout the Republic of Vietnam. (n)
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CHRONOLOGY OF UNITED STATES AIR FORCE MAJOR EVENTS — FY 1968 (Conrtinuen)

1 February 1968

Major Merlyn H. Dethlefsen received from President Johnson the third Medal of Honor awarded ar: Air Force
member for heroism in Vietnam. In a surface-to-air missile (SAM) suppression mission on 10 March 1967 against
the Nguyen steel works, 50 miles north of Hanoi, Major Dethlefsen continuously pressed home attacks against the SAM
complex despite air and ground attacks. (U)

3 - 6 February 1968

As part of the Air Force response to the Korean emergency, 26 B-52's and nine KC-135's deployed from the
United States for Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, and Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, in Operation Port Bow. (S/NOFORN)
(Group 3)

6 February 1968

The launch of a Minuteman XLGM-30F missile culminated the Minuteman II booster flight tests at the Eastern
Test Range., All the launches, a total of 20, were successful. (8) (Group 4)

9 February 1968

The governments of Germany and the United States announced a decision to tcrminate the joint V/STOL tactical
fighter program for lack of firm operational requirements. (U)

9 - 11 February 1968

In Operation College Cadence, the 318th Fighter Interceptor Squadron deployed from McChord Air Force Base,
Washington, to Naha Air Base, Okinawa, in response to the Korean emergency. The aircraft were refueled by KC-135
tankers in the first oversea deployment of the F-106, (8) (Group 3)

13 February 1968

USAF Chief of Staff, General John P. McConnell, announced renaming of Bunker Hill Air Force Base, Indiana, to
Grissom Air Force Base in honor of Astronaut Virgil I. CGrissom (Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force) who was born
in Mitchell, Indiana, and died in the Apollo fire, on 27 January 1967. The base was officially renamed 12 May 1968,
(v

14 - 26 February 1968

In Operation Bonnie Jack, the Military Airlift Command transported 3,724 Army troops and 2,274 tons of equip-
ment from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and 3,350 Marines and 1,196 tons of equipment from Camp Pendleton, California,
to South Vietnam. The Military Airlift Command flew 258 sorties, most of them with C-141 aircraft. (U)

16 February 1968
The United States Senate confirmed Major General Tom E. Marchbanks as the first Chief, Air Force Reserve,

General Marchbanks will head the Office of Air Force Reserve activated on 1 February 1968 in place of Office of the
Assistant Chief of Staff for Reserve Forces. (U)

28 February 1968

The last of 284 C-141 Starlifters purchased by the Air Force from the Lockheed-Georgia Company was delivered
to Tinker Air Force Base, Oklshoma. (U)

29 February 1968

The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved the deployment of six F-111A's to Takhli, Royal Thai Air Force Base,
Thailand. (8) (Group 3)

2 March 1968

President Johnson attended the rollout ceremony of the C-5A, the world's largest airplane, at the Lockheed
plant at Marietta, Georgia. (U)

4 March 1968

The Air Force launched the National Aeronautics and Space Administration's fifth and last orbiting geophysical
observatory satellite from the Eastern Test Range in the first use of a SLV-3A (stretched Atlas) booster. (U)
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8 March 1968

The Commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, designated his Deputy Commander for Air Operations
(Commander, Seventh Air Force) as the single manager for control of tactical air resources in South Vietnam. The
directive was implemented on 10 March for emergency air support requests and air control and on 21 March for
fragmentation orders. On 22 March the first fragmentation missions were flown. (S) (Group 3)

15 - 17 March 1968

Six F-111A's from the 474th Tactical Fighter Wing, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, deployed to Takhli, Royal Thai
Air Force Base, Thailand, to participate in Combat Lancer, test evaluation of the F-111 to perform night and adverse
weather radar bombing missions in a combat environment for a period of six months. (8) (Group L)

16 March 1968

Mr. James P. Goodc became acting Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Affairs vice
Dr. Bugene T. Ferrarc. (U)

20 March 1968

The Secretary of the Air Force approved plans to discontinue Headquarters, Continental Air Command, established
in its place Headquarters Air Force Reserve, and establish the Air Reserve Personnel Center as a separate operating
agency, all effective on or zbout 1 August 1968. (U)
25 March 1968

The F-111A flew its first combat mission as four (of six) aircraft of the 428th Tactical Fighter Squadron
bombed bivouac and storage areas in North Vietnam. (U)

28 March 1968

The Department of Defense announced the combat loss of an F-111A aircraft with two crew members in Southeast
Asia. Two more F-111A's were lost by the end of April. (U)

29 March 1968

General Jack G. Merrell became Commander, Air Force Logistics Command, vice General Thomas P. Gerrity,
deceased. (U)

31 March 1968

President Johnson announced that he had ordered a halt to aerial bombardment over North Vietnamese territory
above the 20th parallel, an area which included almost 90 percent of the population. (u)

The fifth Vietnam compaign, the Vietnam Air Offensive Campaign, Phase II, ended. The campaign had begun 9
March 1967. (U)

6 - 20 April 1968

Airlift units from the Military Airlift Command, the Tactical Air Cowmand, Air National Guard, and Air Force
Reserve flew 1,293 sorties in the deployment and redeployment to and from the civil disturbances in many American
cities following the death of the Reverend Martin Luther King. They airlifted 31,495 troops and 1,484 tons of
cargo. (U)

9 April 1968

Mr. J. William Doolittle became Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Manpower and Reserve Affairs),
relinquishing the post of General Counsel and replacing Acting Assistant James P. Gouode. (U)

12 April 1968

In the second reserve callup of 1968, 2,201 Air National guardsmen in three units and 1,287 Air Force reser-
vists in seven units were recalled for 24 months of active duty, effective 13 May 1968, (U)
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25 April 1968

The first automated manpower data system, the Manpower Allocation and Accounting System, was fully implemented
in 21 Air Force commands., (U)

29 April 1968

Mr. John M. Steadman became General Counsel of the Air Force vice Acting General Counsel William W. Hancock.

(v)
8 May 1968

The Air Force announced a downward modification ir the number of reserve units and personnel being recalled to
active duty on 13 May. This reduction of 13 support units and about 1,250 men resulted because bases on which re-
called tactical units were being placed had adequate numbers of support personnel already available. ()

13 May 1968

The Department of Defense announced details of realipgnment actions, to begin tnis summer and be completed by
July 1969, for ihe North American Air Defense Command and its component commands. Among the plenned actions were
elimination of the Fourteenth Air Force, three F-101 squadrons, and 20 radar squadrons, relocation of three F-106
squadrons, and closure of two bases. (U)

1l May 1968

President Johnson presented Captain Gerald O. Young with the Medal of Honor, the fourtn award to an Air Force
member in the Vietnam conflict, at a Pentagon ceremony. While attempting the rescue of an Army scout force his
helicopter was shot down. Although badly burned, Captain Young aided others, dcclined air rescue when he spotted
an ambush being set, and evaded the enemy for 17 hours. (U)

June 1968

Project Coronet Stallion completed this month., The Alir Force participated with the Navy in training and
deploying the first A-T7A squadron (vA-1L47) to Southeast Asia. Air Force personnel served on board the USS Ranger
for four combat line periods on Yankee station in the Gulf of Tonkin and for more than 30 days in the Seca of
Japan. (U)

3 June 1968

Air Force Secretary Dr. Harold Brown presented General John P. McConnell, Air Force Chief of Staff, with the
General Thomas D. White Space Trophy for 1967 in recognition of his "effective leadership and direction of the
U.S. Air Force in the development and utilization of aerospace vehicles.” (v)

13 June 1968

In the final launch of the Initial Defense Communication Satellite Project, the Air Force successfully orbited
eight satellites, bringing to 24 the number of satellites currently in usc with the communication system. (u)

15 June 1968

Major General Kenneth O. Sanborn became Commander, United States Alr Forces Southern Cormand vice Major
General Reginald J., Clizbe, retired. (u)

17 June 1968
The first of eight C-9 aeromedical evacuation alrcraft ordered by the Military Airlift Command for airlift
of patients within the United States was rolled out at the McDonnell-Douglas Corpor