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‘er, now more ‘softly.. In a few minutes though the musical cuality has dlsnppeared

‘their home are ‘awake and. groet:ng ihe dawn with cries of joy, In addition, a few

»ments may elapse while you gaze outward over an expanse of the light blue lazily

.of about fifteen years of age now appro“che softly with word from the hostess (for

_ The chief purposc of this publlcation ig§ to- dlbfrlbute information on aero-
nautlcs to the flying personnel in tne Regular Army, Reserve Corps, Nablonal Guard
and others connected with av1at10n. {,_, g , ‘ -

() Oo....-

N SERVICE <IN THE PH;LI“PI‘JES/
By Lieut. Samuel P, Mills, Air Corps
' %p601dl Correopondent

Ed.Note: ThlS is the second’ art1c18 by Lleut M11ls on the gbove suo;ect

s first article "From 'Frisco to Manila" appeared in Vol, X No. 5 of the NEWS .
IE”TBR, and he prom1ses to send in other.sketches of life in the Phlllpplnes_ln the
near iUture. : : : o N

It hus been sald that the granieét experlences in the world are, %o a greater
or lens extent, & state of mind - @nd so.it is with service in the Philippines.
1t may prove "two vears lost any way yotr look at it" - in a germ lsden country of
burning heat and torrential downpours - or it can easily be two years of gclden davs
and silver nights which. {1y on. their way all 400 quickly. You and you alone can
make the ¢hoice. Happy, indesd, is the family with a single choice in this respect.
This little sketch will be written: from the latter angle,- and another may tell you
of the other side., "

It is about 4:30 AW, of vour second day in the Phlllpplncs» ‘when. you are awak-
ened by 'a most extraordinary sound. . At first in your semi-cons¢ious moments it
seems a long way off and of aliost musical guality coming as if in waves - now loud=-

and the air is so¢ vibrant with high pitched crows and squawks overlapping each other
that a continuous din results. It is really bYeyond description in the utter com-
pleteness of 1ts dlscord for the two million roosters which make Manila vicinity

million hens contribute heavily to the coniusion., In this country the hen cackles
just as loud as in the. States but lays egzs only half as large, tut the male bird
can fight. Half of ‘these noble birds will be victors or vanquished ere the Christ-
was chimes are heard and their razor edged spurs handed over to & new generatlon

of fighters.

After your family has agreed upon one point at least - that it is, indeed, dif-.
ficult to imagine yourselves ten thousand miles-from home, ydu Wlll likely discugs
your first day in the Islands. It was such a busy ore and such a pleasant one that
tc save your life you cdnnot remember when or how you came home awfully late in the
evening, but here you are, safe and happy, so why worry over mere, details. 4 cool
shower now follows and a stroll about the lawa just to orient. yoursel*‘ A few mo-

moving waters of Manila Lay. "There may be a new boat in sight waltjng at tho en=-
trance of the breakwater and you wonder if it carries that check you th hoped to
receiwe in Frisco or any other mail from home. - ]
A young Filipino (the term "Filipino" ‘is usually ﬁpplled to those Christian
people of the ArchmpeTago, vhile "Philippino® may reier to any native in the Islends.

you are being entertained until you find a place for yoursel‘) thet breakfast is
ready, This 1led is of slight build, about five feet fall end brown as a chestnut,
his gold-capped teeth appearing as he gives you a suggesticn of a éwmile. Full
length white trousers, a semi-transparent shirt. hanging loosely outside them, and
stralght combed black hair,held securely in place by one of the much advertised
"Lie Flat" agencies, edd an air of oriental ¢charm to the occasion, He: p*scee”s

you to the door, opens ii and, politel y waits for you 1o enter, ‘Then he removes his
inch thick wooden sandals and bare footed, enteérs behind vou. The hostess now
greets you, and after inquiring as to how you eli siept aad.if the mozquitoes

troubled you e“plalns that “"This is Casciano, my house boy" © Tirning Lo the boy:
she continues, "Now, Casciano, Captain Jonec: and Nrs. Jones are gomng to he with
us a few days and you do énvt"'hg thet they want". "Yes, Ma'am", he answers mechane

ically and tiptoes to the kiichen wn‘lo you sit down to a dalnt 11y arranged break.

fagt, beginning with mango, papaya, or strawberrles from Baguio.
~1l- V-5634, A.C.

SRR J




ey

~ The hostess will in‘all probability ar 01mglze for serving cenned milk, "But you
see the babies in Manila tuke the. .smalliamount of fresh wilk and "Learbldnd" is real-
ly so e\pensivc"here", she adds by wey of explanﬁtlon.ﬂ "Tt's very fine", you cheer=-
fully lie in replving, "but where is the Lieutenant this morning?" "Oh, he took the
bus for Camp Nichols at six thirty, but he left the Flivver for you ‘, she replies.

In the course of the conversation you lsarn that Casciano serves at the table,
cleans the house, polishes the brass .and leather goods, cleans the white shoes,
washes the Fords - and the dog - and caters Lo the desires and whims of his mistre-:
in & thousand differert ways. For these. multitide of services he is paid fifteen +o
twenty pesgos (or seven dollers and fifty cents to ten dollars) 2 month and his food
of rice, bread and fish (about six pesos wore). In three or four years he will be-
come & "combination boy", having all his old duties and cooking besides for e small
femily or one of limited meens. He will then earn twenty-five to forty pesos per
mouth. His next prowmotion: anL be to 'that of cook, when hé may efter -long years of
experience earn as much o5 fifty pescs per month.

After b;eak* gt your hostess drives vou %o uhe Quartermester Warehouse in Port
hLres, opvosite Pier One, where the THOWAS docked. Here you visit the Finance 0f=-
ficer on the second floor and with surprisingly little diificulty draw your last
month's vay, rental and all, for the THOMAS is but "temporary onolter" Returning
to the ground floor the hos+eb< will take vou 4o the “Memorandum Receipt" branch’
vhare a kindly Varrant Officer knows just how your family is fixed and that you need

a Ygood"ice box. You se;ecv many arulcTes of furniture, as perchance your gcdds did
not arrive on the THOMAS. 'After notlnv that each article is actually tagged with
your name, ynu“ hostess wmli then stroll to the scuth end of the building to the
colad uTO“es for CGLP“V, lettuce, cabhs age, otc., and it's "first come, first served".

The dr¢ve‘home is over spuciously wide asphalt roads. On your righﬁ are the
riers, Pier (7) being probal 1y the finest in the Orient. When completed it will ac-

commodate two President bosts docked end to end on each side. . Manila's pride in

B N

this structure is, inceed, justified. A turn to the left and you pess”the point
where Legas»pi, the Spanish explore r-Conqueror, and first Governor of the Philippines,
landed, Here today is a 20th Century ice crean parlor where your hostess likely

will treat you to ice cream or cocoa cola and pay for it while you study the centavos
in your hand. The next point of interest is the Manila Hotel on the left. Like
Pier 7, this is reputed to be 4he Orient's best; but the New Majestic Hotel in. )
Shanghal is probably a more magnificient siructure. Above this attrective gray build.
ing floats "Old Glory", then the Philippine colors, vhile on a sedond tower is a red
flag with a large white dollar sign (4) in its center,.ihe last -indicating that Mr.

.. Robert Dollar has a Trans-Pacific liner in town. . . : '

4 large open square now opens to the left while. an unobstructed view of the bay
is on the right. "The’ Luneta", that open square, recalls ma ay hisgbtorical events
dealing w1th the 1life blood of tha Philippine people. Here the. Spaniards executed
Filipino leade"s of the opposition, and here szal, the Filipino National Here,. sank
beneath a fu51lade of their kalletg. Just north of the old.Luneta may be seen the
wall of the old walled ¢ity with its frowhing parapets and watch towers gazing si- .

s Jently thru' the years ai the ever changing scene below, Its guns are long since
silent, its magezines are 'filled.with gardeners' +osls and athletic equipment, and
its cherl shed moat now forms an up-to-date golf course and a series of sunken gardens
In place of the old cannon and musket balls the little white ruober spheres of none
too skilled golfers now drop within and constantly bombard the outer walle, Fort
Santiago at the Pasig River end of the wall now houses the. adJln_st rative offlces of
a peaceful American Army, whlle spveﬂal of*lcers‘ qu rters are acuually located alon
-the top of the wall . : '
Looking across and oevond one sees the new "Capitol" or leg slative bulldlng
with its spotless cream colored walls rising above the trees. 4nother turn and the
Army and Navy Club is passed, and Dewey Boulevard is followed. along the shore, a
beautiful though quiet street 2t this time of the day. 2 few monments more and you
are. home again.. The Monsoon breeze is blowzno refreshingly from the Southeast, (for
it is between Deceﬂb‘e'w and Mey) across ‘the porch and into the open house. The doore
and windows seem immense, the windows slﬂdlng apart to the right and left. Each
window and door uses white. shells ‘cut into two and one-half inch squares A medium
sized house will contain from four théus and to eight thousand such squqres in its
windows and doors. This itype of construction obviates the use of curtains and pere
mits the use of native products., 8hells are also used extensivélyffor 1amm zhades,
trays and souvenirs of various kinds. It is not uncommon to see. houses in wulich 5
-nearly the entire side of a room opéns., The majority of houses are ogsthu néﬂv ted
A C ‘ - o V-5634 ,A \
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“bungalow type, built upon **mbers‘or cement posts about \1x feet above the ground,
This type of coustruction catches 2 1little rore breeze and discourages various
“crawling things" from entering. - f

It is, indeed, an ever preeenﬁ source of interest o' 3it upon the porch and

oz

watch the rest of the worid gd by. ~The lerge numver of Ford sutomobiles seen drives

oaway any ‘tendency uoware nome51ckoeoo." Other cars, ranging from 11t‘cle old Hup=-
mobiles "20's" of & decade and a half ago to 'the’ last word in Packard Straight 8's_
also slip by,'and-ynt the oid tvansportatJon is very much in evidence too. As onc
wetches, two Chinése’ coolhes trot by, oar*ylny, suspended from a pole between their
skoulders’, a comuleue aparedor {(wardrobe), a’ large trunk and’ other heavy articles.
The. perfect odrﬂory end. rhythn between their noiseless sorlrgy steps and the bend«
ing of the pole impresses one with uhe calm "take it es you find it - but take it
creed of these Orientals. Au a much slower speed a Carabao and cart enter the
-picoure), _mhlo saimil s *he real beavt of burden of the Islands. Wor centuries
he has hauled their ‘Yoa ds, pulled uhelr crude plows thru the muddy rice paddies,
and even s bpnortcc native penevdTS upor h:s broad back 1n pPTlOdo of natlonal emer-~
zency., 'Even w1tn¢n the memory of many of ourselves has he dragged our dwn American
4art111ery up the steep mountain gides, rescued our 20th Ceniury t”ucus £row seem
ingly bottomless mudhole ‘and very. recently has been the prime mover in "gassing"

. our wa;estvc Martin bombe”s.‘ But here we’ a*e d¢greq51na - a6 this scene unfolds be-

fore us we certainly do feel .a "kid k. Hani Ta 'is, indeed, “the meetlng ‘point betwee:
the East ard 1 ”esU, the Old World and the New., We are sometlmes too prone to con-

sider anythlqg not oono our “wey not ~dorie .ef {1 c1enu1y or correctly, but-let us con-.
slde" - man pawel is cheaper here than in the Siates, ise., .hour for hour; gasoline

is nearly doublein price- here(exce 't whén purdhased at eighteen to twenty-two cente

per gallon from the %uarbexmeeter) ‘Tt is,; therefore, safe to assume that the foot
"Chino" carriers and carabuc’ drivers w111 'survive for some time to come, A
N The Flivver is- now warmed -up dnd. headed -South for Camp Nlchols. A chort run
along M.H, dex Pilar Streét foliows (named:for.the .twentygtwo year .0ld Philippine
General who ‘fell beiors Ameﬂlcan -arms at- Tridad.Pass dur*ng the Insurreﬂtlon) and
then across t06 A, Mabini. Streéeti{named for.a Philip ppine Patriot Irreconnllable
-whom, the Amerlcans 1mpr*soned several years .ago 'on-Guam. leand) o Alohg the latter
_street a few five-room’ 1ivable housés at'$35 a month rent are pointed out.,. After
passing the old Spanish Fort, shelled by Admiral Dewey in 1698, and the wrecks of
two old qpanlsh boats driven ashore at tuat time, one-enters the suburb of Fasay, a

growing town which Menila hopes’ to ‘zbsorb, . After dodging goats; pigs, "trolley cars,

_blcycles, avtomoblleo, carabaocs and squatmlnb brown forms one finully“reaches'the
end of the cap. llne abou+.seven—e1ghts of a mile from the lly;v .field. Here the
scene chanres ‘as more re31dences are encountered The Polo Club mith its smooth
green polo flOld in thé foreground it's 1arge outdoor swimming pool, its pagodaized
water tower and its teanig ‘courts, W1th now and then a bhit of +the Bay showing be-
yord, makes a most alluring picture. s few paces north, but hidden amid the foliag
is the home of the Piil;pn;ne Senate Pres*dent Manue; Quezon, Suppo¥ ter of Pn:llp»
pine Independence, : IR

Immediately op0051te the club®is to be’' seen a Unique arrangement of cottages
the group being known as the Valhalla. - {ere‘" femily mgy live.a week, a month or
longer in a clean-screened, ant-rroof cot%age. The cost will be from $145 to $160
a month with mealé for two, aotogeuber a quite satisfactory proposition for a new-
comer., The same street is now kuCWu as F.B., Harrison (named for Governor-General

Harrison, '1913'19al) The next,p01n of - interest 10,"Gamp_N¢clols”No, 2%, a private
cwned group of cement houoeq Ta qp¢1g 1n pllce from $60- to 875 -per month. The nexti
quarter mile- leads *hrougq a t}plCJ¢'darT10 (village), where natives are building
dugout type boats, ‘repairing 1mmohse ilShlﬁg mets, operating markets, playing ping-
pong and football and trédining rdosters for theslocal pit. A sudden turn to the
left just prior to the “mlnlauure hotels", Yokohoma, Kobe, ‘etc., and we are face
to face with the guard-at Camp Nichols. rrom the gate (20 minutes from the center
of Manila by . autONODLle>, we cén ‘see a stone church directly ahead and the Field,

whose blg deveioomenu was startea by Major B.Q. uOﬂOo.JUSt beyond .it,
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LAUPCi NAMED “mER DECLASWD AIR bORPo O?FICER
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The 30 foot Wauﬁcn ‘at France Fleld “Panafa Canal Zone, heretofore called the
”Qrdnance , has been renamed the "Lleut.'Thomas C. Tonkin", in honor of 2nd Lieut.
Thomas C. Tonkin, Air Corps, who was killed in an airplane acc1oent which occurred
in the Canal Zone, May 2, 1919,
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THE PAN- AMERICAN FLIGHT
* By Captain Ross &, Hoyt, Air.Corps
(Continued from last issue)

~ The gasoline and lubricating. oil for the flight are to be furnished on con-
tract with a commercial organization, Circular proposals asking for bids to fur-
nish the gasoline and oil were dispatched and contract awarded to the Ameracan 011
COh

‘This system exempllfles the procurement and distribution of fuel and 011 to a
great extent, and relieves the flight personnel and advance of ficerg of this added
respondibility, . Approximately 50,000 ﬂ&l‘ons of gasollne and 5 000 gallons of lub-
ricating oil are being made avallable... :

As shown by the time-~table of the flight, approximately 140 days will have
elapsed from the start of the flight at San Antonio until its completion at Bolling
Field, Washlngton D.C. During this time a totel of approximately 250 hours will
be spent in the air by the ten pilots composing ihe ‘personnel of the flight, No
attempt is being made to set up a speed record for the flight, as the purpose of
same prohibits such.

On July 26, 1926, shortly after the tentdtive approval of the flight wgs given
by the War Department, a Board of Officers consisting of Drigadier-General James E.
Fechet, Assistant Chief of Air Corps, Training and Operations; Dbrigadier-General
William E, Gillmore, Assistant Chief of Air Corps, Chief of Materiel Division]
Major Henry C. Pr?tt, Mejor Cerl Spatz; Major John H. Jouett; and Captain Idwal H,
Edwards was app01nted by the Chief of Air Corps, Major-General Mason M, Petrick,.
for the purpose of considering all applications and maklng selectlon of advance
officers and pilots for the Pan-Americean Flight. . : '

The Board convened with all members present, except Major Spatz, who was ab—_
sent on his record-breaking flight from Washington to Fort Crockett, Galveston,
‘Texas, which he accomplished in 13 hours, completing the trip in one calendar day.

"~ Upon the recommendation of Major Pratt Captain R.G, Hoyt, Training and War
Plans Division, who'was and still. is 1nt1mately sonnected with the details of the
project, hav1ng prepered the detailed plan, was directed to attend the Board meet-
ing in order that he might be consulted with respect +0 certain details in con-
nection with the flight..

The Board decided that selection must be made at once of advance officers who
would be charged with the distribution of supplles and other arrangements neces-
sary for the successful passage of the flight.

Ability to speak the Spanish or the Portuguese languages was considered to be
the prime qualification.in the selection of the advance officers, With this in
mind, a list of all Spanish or Portuguese speaking officers of the Air Corps was
examlned and the following recommendations made to.the Chief of Air Corps:

lst Lieut. Byron T, Burt, Jr., ~ 1lst Division

" lst Lieut. Melvin B, Asp - 2nd Division
lst Lieut. Samuel C, Skemp - 3rd Division
1st Lieut. William B. Souza - 4th Division
Captain Wolcoit P, Hayes: - 5th Division
lst Lieut. Ivan G, Moorman = - 6th Division..

The Chief of Air Corps approved this selection. The section of the flight
route to be covered by each advance officer has been previously mentioned.

‘The next action to be taken by the Board was the selection of the Commanding
Officer of the flight. A number of, offluers, all of the rank of Major, were re=
commended. From this list the Chief of Air Corps selected Major Herbert A, Dargue,
Chief of the War Plans Section, Tralnlng and War Plans Division, Office, Chlef of
Air Corps, who is one of the veteran fliers of the Air Corps.

On August 4, 1926, the Board again convened for the purpose of selectlng the
additional nine pllots for the flight., All members of the Board vere present with
the exception of Brigadier-General W.E. Gillmore and Major H.C. Pratt, absent on.
leave of absence. Major S.W, FitzGerald acted in General Gillmore's absence
Major Herbert 4. Dargue had, by virtue of his having been selected Commanding Of -
ficer of the flight, become a member of the Board in place of Major Pratt,

The Board decided that, due to the experimental nature of the flight, only
commiseioned pilots acting as their own mechanics would be considered, and because
of the fact that the type of airplane to be employed had not been available for
other than Regular Army personnel, that only Regular Army Air Corps commlss1oned
pilots would be considered.

The qualifications most desired were: outstandlng ablllty as a pllot long
~ge V-5634, A.C,




continued service in the Air Corps, and a record of efficient service. With those
qualifications in mind; the Board proceeded to select a list of nineteen pilots
whose naties were recomnsnded to the -Chief. of Air Corps. From the list the Jhiaf of
Air Corps selected the folldwing mine .pilots: Captains Arthur B. McDaniel, Ira C.
Baker, Clinton F.-Woolsey, lst Liéuts. Lernard S, Thompson; Leonard D. Weddington,
Charles McK. Robinson, Muir.§, Fairchild, -Ennis C. Whiteheed and John W. Benton. ‘
This completed the list of tén pilois, two for each of the five ships of the flight;
Major Dérgué having héen selected as Commanding Officer.of. the Flight at the first

meeting of “the Board. - - - . . VP .
-0n October “7th, 71926, The Adjutent General of the.Army was requested to issue
the necessary orders for the departure‘and travel of .the advance officers selected.
The orders were“issued, -and on OctoBér 16th Captain Wolcott P. Hayes, 5th Division, .
departéd-from New York ‘on board the.S.S5. Dominica of the,Furness Withey Line, for
Pointe a Pitreé, Island of ‘Guadeloupe; a Frénch possession. - From Pointe a Pitre he
will édﬁtgnde’dnith%ough'hiS'division to Fort de France, Island of Martinique, also
a French poSsession; Kingston,: Island of /St,Vincent,.and St..George, Island of Gren-
ada, both’of -thé latter being British .possessions. e . o
Lielit,“Ivan G."Modrman,.6th Division, also sailed on-October 16th aboard the
Ward ‘Liné s¥eamé¥ "Orisaca" for.Havana, Cuba. .A letter, dated October 20th, 1926,
had’ béen Feceived” from’ Lisuty Moorman:{rom Havana , -where he-arrived on October 19th,
in which he states in part as follows:- _ ' ‘ .
"I arri¥ed in Havan& yesterday afterncon and this morning they put on a hur-
ricane, 0, weléome me,” It was really a very, good ome, removing all trees from the
city, and teking & couple-of'stories off the -tops of the high buildings. There is
no report yet on the damage done .or the casualties because all(compuniqa?ion is cut, .
but I imagine the damage will rua into millions. '

. S e

. Yesterday 1 calléd on General Crowder of the-Embassy, Captain Henry €. Clark,
who is Military Attache; aud iir. Murray of the Consular Service, ‘Was to have called
on the ‘Se¢retary of Wer of £he Cubsn-Army today, but the hurricane prevented. The

- streets are pretty well blockaded now and I imagine-it will be afcqqgle'9f~day§ be-

fore any business is done, so I, will necessarily be delayed some.,( = . - :

Last night I also-attended a meeting of the American Leglon and found much en-
thusiash 'already existing in regard ‘to the Pan-Americen Flight. I had a long con-
versation with"Mr. Irving H. Donnin; who is chairman ofrthe-enter@ainment,comm};tee.
fie outlined in detail’ plans he -was formirig f6r an’ entertainment which would bring
the flight in contact with'the Cuban authorities here, which I assured him was ex=
actly the thing aimed at. - ' RN

Mr, Donnin also-has 'to do with the annual Fiesta which is held from the latter:
part of February through March and the first week in April. If .the flight could.
reach Havana during that period it would fit in with his plans best. )

In that event, he would find out when the flight wes to reach Havana apd ad-
vertise it extensively as an exhibition, forming part. of the Fiesta, on arrival
the fligbt’cduld circle the city in formation before landing. '

The entertainment, however, is to be worked: out for whenever the flight ar-
rives, whether during the Fiesta or not. There are to be some entertainers, the
chief act being put® on by g couple, the man representing Uncle Sam and the lady,
NMiss Cuba. Mr. Donnin feels that if. this affair is.attended by the officers of
the flight that it will be a big help to the American .colony here in cementing
friendly relations with prominent-Cuban business men. e y

‘It seems to me‘that this.is a live organization, .and their plans qkeh.%w%
This matter is, of dourse, entirely.-distinct from.anything the American Empassy
may.arrange and I'11 request that they coordinate their plans.? o _

On October 21,°1926, 1st Lieut. Byron T, Burt, Jr., 1lst ?}Vls;on,.depgrted
from Langley Field, Va:, for-Mexico City; Mexico, He.first plans to pay his re=
spects to the Presidenht and Seeretary of War of Mexico and other officials, ??d dem
part for Tampico, the first siop of “the:flight in Mexicen territory. He will then

continue on down the east coast of -Mexico, stopping at Vera.Cruz and Puerto Mexico.
From Puérto‘MeXico'he will cross Mexico via the Tehuaniepec Railway to Sgl}na Cruz,
tie first base to which’ supplies are to be shipped: ..From Salina Cruz he will pro-
ceed to Guatemala City, San Salvador,-Amapala, and Tegucigglpg, Hondurag; Managua,
Nicaragua; San Jose, Costa Rica, in turi. -From San Jose he will travef/ﬁg,?ont _
Limon by rail, at which point he will' tdke. a steamer for Colon, Panapa<: ngm this
point an Army Air Corpslairplane’will carry him<to‘David,-Panama, thus cutting
several days off the time required to complete his advance arrangements.
. The three remaining advance officérs who departed on October 29th are ls#
Lieuts. Melvin B. Asp, Samuel C. Skemp and William B. Souza, all of whom stationed
' o -5~ V-5634, A.C,




at France Field, Panama Canal. Zone. Lieut, Asp will make &ll the advance arrange-
ments on the west coast af -South America from France Field, Canal Zone, to Valdivia,
Chile, the last stop on the west coast.. This division no-doubt presents the great-
est dlfflculty of any in the 'entire flight, both to the advance officer and to the
flight itself. A detailed study mustibe made of the weather conditions, especlally
along the coast of Colombia, where rain is reported every day in the year. This-
entire coast presents with few exceptions a bleak and rocgkibound appearance and,
therefore, every effort must be made to locate emergency landing facilities such

as protected coves and beaches. This brings to mind one of the greatest assets of
the amphibian airplane, namely, the fact that a landing may be made on the water’
near a small beach, the.wheels lowered by means of the mechanism prOV1ded and the
airplane beached by taxiing on the wheels. Lieut. Asp must also make a detailed
study of the passes through-the Andes Mountains in the vicinity of Vallela, Chile.

Lieut., Skemp of the 3rd_D1v1s1on must make the adviance arrangements for the
trip across South America-from Valdivia, Chile, via Neuquen, Argentina, to Behia
Elanca, Argentina; from Bahia Blanca to Buenos Aires and up the Parana River to
Ascuncmon Paraguay, and return, thence up the east coast of South America to Rio’
de Janeiro, the "jewel beSoudded city", so called because of- the many exquisitely
beautiful 1slets scattered throughout the harbor and many other scenes of tropxcal
bEuuty . ‘ .
Lieut, Souza beglns his duties at Rio de Janelro travellnc up the east and
northeast coast of South America, across the mouths of the mighty Amazon "where it
will also be necessary to make a detailed study of the weather conditions, to the
Port of ‘Spain, Trinidad, thence %o Caracas, the capital of Venezuela. .

It is-in this manner that the entire route will be covered in advance of the
flight., &A1l the countries have very cordislly and enthusiastically ‘placed every
facility at the command of the advance officers and the fllght. _

All the advance officers will make periodical reports to the Commanding Officer
of the flight and if time permlts will make a complete personal report upon arrlval
in the United States,

‘Eight of.the ten Pan-American Flight pilots will assemble at Miller Fleld New
Dorp, Staten Island, New York, for the purpose of training and testing the flrst of
the Loening amphlblans produced for the use of the flight. These officers are: ,
Major H,A. Dargue, Captains A.B.McDaniel, I.C.Eaker, Clinton F. Vioolsey, lst Lleuts.
5.5 ,Thompson, M.S. Fairchild, C. McK.Robinson and E.C.Whitehead.

Lieut. Fairchild will travel by air from Langley Field, his present station, *
to Miller Field, 'in the Loening amphibian assigned to Langley Field, im order that
the flight personnel may have en addltlonal tralnlng plane durlng thelr stay at
Miller Field.

In addition, three enllsted men reported to Ml;ler Field from Langley. Fleld
for .the purpose of assisting in the maintenance of the training planes.

Lieutenants Leonard D, Weddington and John W. Benton did not.report’ to Miller
Field, receiving their tralnlng on the Loenlnc amphibians at thelr respectlve
stations,

The training undergone at Mlller Field con31sted essentlally of take-offs and
landings, with a maximum load, under -all conditions including operatlon on the land
and on rough and smooth water. Miller F1exd and v1c1n1ty poesecseS'many advanteges
for this type of training, as landings may be made on the’ land, on the smooth waters
of the bay, or the rough water of the ocean. 1In addition, it is located in the
near v1c1n1ty of the Loening Factory where enplneerlng difficulties may be readily
overcorie,

Consideérable study was given the color scheme to be employed in painting the
airplanes of the flight. It was finally decided to paint the hulls and fuselage
black, and the wirngs yellow. This combination will be easy o keep clean and the
wings may be easily detected in case of a forced landing on the water.

The choice of an appropriate insignia for the planes of the flight was given
. a great deal of thought, It wes finally declded to employ an insignia, consisting
of a sphere showing the western hemisphere, in buff, on an wltramarine backvround.
Pinioned on the sides of the sphere are silver wmngs.

On November 16th, the Secretary of State, Mr. Frank B. Kellogg, honored the
members of the flight by a farewell luncheon at which were gathered diplomatic
representatives of wll the Latin-American countries, Secretary of War Davis, and
other representatives of the War Department and the Alr Corps. ‘Speeches dwelling
on the object of the flight, that of furthering the already amicable relations ex-
isting between the United States and the Latin-American countries ge;zazadz gy the
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oecretary of State, Secre+arv of ‘War. and Dr. Enrique Olaya Ambassador from Colomblqk
T "0n November 23rd, all of the flight personnel had arrived at Kelly Field, San
Antonio Texas, and meedlutely talfeu aueemhllng fhe two alrplanes thau hed pre-
v1ously been thppea.A

© T 0n Frlday, November 26th tke three remaining. planes of the f1ve were shlpoed
“and arrlved in: San; Anuonlo December 4th, The work of aseembllng these planes was

started 1mmed1auely.,‘ ‘ : - : -
" The. training or Mdog" p‘ane, as !t is called was flown from Miller Fleld
vbtaten Island, New York, 1o Kelly Field, Eexa ¢ via Washington, D.C., Langley rleld
Vay; Wilmington N.C., Fernanuﬂna Florida; Peasecola Florida; New Orleans, La.; 4
_ Galveston,. Texas; Kelly Field, Texau. This- 210C-mile trip was made without a single
stop on account of motor trouble or trouble with the plane. Thls gave the fllght
personnel added confidence in their equlpment ‘

. After a great, deal. of discussion, it was decided that the planes of . the flight

Would hé named in honor of. cities of the United States. They were named as followe‘
New York San Antonlo, St Louls, Detr01t and San Fran01soo..-‘ ‘ :

The followxng report on the s+art of the Pan Amerlcan Fllgh+ Was submltted by
" the. NEWS LETTER Correspondent  from Duncan Field, Texasy . 52%

- "The start of the Pan-American Flight.on Decomber 21st togefher w1th the nec=\

essary preparations; will long bé remembered. by the ‘per sonnel of Duncan Field, as
well as by .gome .10,000 cmt17en) of the Jity of San "Antonio and v1c1nlty, who gath-
ered at Duncan Fleld -on December "20th .for ithe cerefmonies, ° :
Every effort was made that the pUbllc might have an opportunlty to meet the
Pan-American Flyers -and. viéw.the Loent g Amphlblan planes, From the.establishment |
of the Pan- Amerlcan Flight Headqua wers at Duncan Field until the day- of the take-
off, thousando of "autos:loaded 'with 1nuerebted c1t1zers v151tcd our hangars, +alked
wath thé . pilots, and insnected the ships. :

On Sunday; December 19:h the day plecedlng the ceremonles, the offlcers and
ladies-of Duncan Field gave a publiic tea in honor of the Pan-Amsrican .Flyers, with
some 3,000 prominent citizens and Army officers anq +their 1"am_LlJ.es in attendance,
this despite the slow,” steady rain that fell during the day. " s

‘A On Monday, December 20{k, even.though the skies .wsre: heaV1ly overcast with a
show1ng of rain, it was decided. by +he~Masuer of Ceremonies, Brlgadle;-Gennral Frank
P, Lahm, and the Civilian-Military Cemmittse, that® the program as ouilined would -
take place. Although the field was exceealngly soft, the five Pan-American planes
were pushed into their places before.the spcakcr s platform, and the ceremonies
were carried through as planned. . .

The Pan-American Flight as it took off carrlod most sincere w1ehes for a suc-
cessful journey from the emvloyees of tqc San: Antorio Depot,-eepec1allv because
they have-a right to feel that the stert was wade possible due to their loyalty to
thelr posmtlons and their untiring efforts in day -and nlgh "serv1oebto see that each
ahlp was in the best pOSelole conditions - v . . - o, EE

: . B . o1 § [o JEainy - - PR

R ATRDHIP MANEUVER AT SCOTT FIE LD

Flve dlllglblos, under “the’ command of Lleut ~Colonel - John A. Paevalow, were
meneuvered at Scott 1'“J.e‘d 111.; for more tnan fowr 16urs, ‘on the afsernoon of Jan-
uery 6th. The ships were lined in various formations, flying en interval of a.
ship's length, apart, ALl ‘signals to changs position were signaled from the Flagship
RS- which led the fo*mauloa. ‘At one time a thousand foot smoke'screen: was laid
down by a Martin Bombar, It provazd inost successful, as the ground observers were
unable to see the dlrlglblee while the ships’ remawned behind the screen. Motion
picture ‘cemera men were foriurate enough t0.-obtain gome excellent plctures of llgh
er-than -air eerlal ogeratlons durng theé fllght Lo

: . ' _——oOna-—
) E“RTHQUAKE AT CLARY T«l,_,LD PHLLIPPINFS

° . The NEWB L&TTER Covresrondent frpm Clark Field, Camp Stousenburg, ‘P.I., writes
that qu1te a llttle excitement was caused the .other day when an earthquake hit these
pleasant surroundings, It was quite amusing to see the different buildings cmptylng
thomselves, No .difficulty whatever was enccuntered in gett ting the men outside,

They were all perfectly wnlllng to dreop toole and hit the,open. Spaces.,. Au*omobales
“commenced jazzing to and fro, the owners Suoppjng and gotting. oui Go-loak for.the
trouble. Wo demugs was vuvsed apd $ho. vhels dolfng was ovbr in s-few seconte.. It
was a novel experience and will, no dcubd, lonr be remembered, -
-7 . , V-5634,A.C.
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THE THIRD ATTACK GROUP AT FORT CROCKETT, TEXAS

"~ Of interest at this time is a comparison of Fort Crockett as it appeared on
July 1, 1926, at the time of the arrival of the Third Attack Group, Major Frank D,
Lackland,. Air Corps, Commanding, for permanent station, and its present appearance.
Six months ago this post, présented a run down and deserted appearance after four
years on a caretaking status., It is now assuming the appearance of a well groomed,
well kept, orderly military establishment, teeming with activity. °‘All buildings,

:both permanent and temporary, are filled to capacity, and yet there is & crying need

for.more-cover to accomodate the Third Attack Group and its attendant activities.

That the post itself, despite the .lack of funds, is gradually being placed into
e good state of -repair, is a matter of credit to the unceasing energy of the officers
and men of the organization. - : . , - L '

' The Fort Crockett Post Exchange, which came into its own soon after the arrival
of the Third Attack Group, is thriving and is fast becoming a miniature department
store, with its regular merchandise, its grocery shop, its soft drink stand, and its
allied activities, a good restaurant, and a tailor shop. '

The 90th Attack Squadron at this time is high in morale, well .situated in con-
crete barracks, with a recreation room to be envied. Under the administration of
l1st Lieut, E.H. Wood, A.C., commanding, the squadron developed. in efficiency and
proficiency, rendering it a credit to the Group. L : _ A

The 8th Attack Squadron, with lst Lieut., James T, Curry, A.C., at the helm, 1s
holding to its reputation., New.and attractive furniture has added to its morale
and comfort,- . — . . o

The 60th Service Squadron, in spite of its handicap of living in temporary
wooden quarters which had ostensibly outlived their inténded age, is living up to
its reputatién of. resourcefulness and cooperatior, Under the -guidance of lst‘Ligut.
Angier H. Foster, A.C., commanding, the 60th has made long strides in bettering its
own welfare,; ‘Buildings were renovated; a mere shack was made into ‘one of the Army's
most attractive mess halls, with more than ordinary conveniences, a credit tg‘Mess
Sgt, Wm.F, Freiértag; and a community building wase converted into an_attractlve
recreation room, unique -in having a.separate study and reading room, ' '

The lack of suitable machine shop and repair facilities has been keenly felt,
the repair section of the. squadron meking 2 brave attempt to maintain minor‘repalrs
for the entire Group, with only a machine shop truck under canvas and an old kitch-
en for aero repair, - AR , . 4 T

The Armament Section of the Group has been working under ‘a handicap. Due to
the climatic conditions, armament equipment must bes removed from airplangs\when .
not actually in scheduled use. When mounted, it must be kept entirely greased to
prevent rust, and consequently accumulates a coating of grease and sand combined
which requires constant attention. The Armament Section, under. lst Lieut. G. A.

‘McHenry, is working in close cooperation with the Operations and Training Officer,

An aerial machine gun range was established south of the flying’field.

The Parachute Department, which until recently was establlshed.on_the upper
floor of the Post Exchange, was removed to a two-story temporary building, Where a
well has been cut in the seqond,flogr to0.allow for hanging the chutes. During par-

_ticularly damp weather provision for drying was made necessary, 6lectric light

bulbs being used in the lockers 1o furrdish heat. Removal from the gymnaS}um above
the Post Exchange was made necessary by winter use of the room for athletics,
Another comparison at this time is interesting - the'dlf;erence-between the
cow pasture of July 1, 1926, and the Third Attack Group Axrdromg-of ?oday. ﬂUpon
the arrival of the Group, it was figuratively necessary for a pilot in a tactlcgl
ship to heve a ground guide to show him which way to ground loop to aveid cracklng
up in deep water holes or bumping into an old railroad-right~9f-way._ Today,’after_
an enormous amount of effort and labor on the part of the offlcersiand men of the
Group, under the personal guidance and supervision of Major Lackland, the Group has
developed the same area, located one and one-quarter nmiles from Eort Crockett proper,
Anto a fairly respectable flying field. Every resourcé was dtrained., ‘Among @hose
chiefly responsible for the construciion are Lieuts. G.A. McHenry? £dwin Sullivan,
W.R, Sweeley, Cadet (now Lieut.) L.A. Jamiéson and CadeﬁnD.A. Bazire (deceased).
Many holes and ditches were filied and leveled by hand. $crapers gnd.t?actors
were borrowed from the County, from the Gaiveston CountgyClub and from.lndlvxduals.
Even & railroad was borrowed and used (mule power) for the filling‘of'one extremely
large hole. An old railroad grade was leveled and a shell road built by Group

personnel,
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Grovp Operations Officers, Squadron Operations Offices "and peitlnen airdrome
buildings were built under the superv1olog of 1st Lt. Edwin Sullivan, in charge of w
tho “Group Carpenter Gang'. ’”bese buildings are all comfortably seuled against the |

weather. Material for this work was sa]vayed oeggod Louéht an¢. stolen, but prac- |
thaLl} ne funds were aVulmablO ‘at any time,

The City of Jalvsston and the County of Galvesuon togeuher with the Chamber ¢
Commerce and prominent individuals have showmn kind cooperation in their assistance
relative to, the esta bllonmant of the zirdrome: Due to this help the flying field
boasts of "ité lease’ througn the Chamber of Commerce, consummated only a short time

2go, for the period of “one vea?, with renewal perlleges for four years, a subsieri.- |
tial shell road and bridge heaaln& from a maln highway, and slectric llght and po.~
.er llnes t0 the field, .

Fabricated steel for two neiw bangars is on the ‘ground, and though appropriaticu
was made to cover the cost of erectlon and bids were opened the uuuhorlty for ex-
pending the money is as yet withheld., - :

The tent hangars,” Wﬁlcd have formed a makeshift protection agalnst the weathe:,
ere fast deterloraulng, five of "them coming down in a moderate "Norther" of Christ
was week, some of them in r*bbons. ‘There are no replacements and, until the new
steel hangars are compleue, a mlnlmum of five airplanes, including the transport,
will remain out 24 hours a dey uutIer:Lng deuer*oratlon from the winter and the sal?
laden air. ‘ T -

. A meteorologlcal statlon hds been Ootaol'b dlat the Operations Office;'the
sectlon COHS“Stlng of two men of” {he. Signal Corps. ”his'Section with its equip-
ment is of material aid in determlﬂlng and comniling data on flying conditions, as.

up to the tine. of its gste hlﬂshrent there wg 28700 way at this station of determining
winds aloft - . ' ’ i . e

Co e ';,, v (To be contlnued)
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o PARID CONDUCTD SUGCESSH UL “AVIATION F‘XrIIBITION\/

The Tentb Atnual Intern blonal Av1aulon Fxhlbltlon held in the Grand Palais,
Paris, from Decenber 3rd to" 19th, 1926, was a success in every way and broke all
attendance records, the visitors lnclualng people from every walk of life, togethe.
with thousands of school, childy ren. - Thus,, 1f it hdd no other result 1t Justlfled
itself from an educatlonal otandp01nu.

The' interior” of the Palais was approprlately decorated and the exhibits most
artistically arronged ‘One who had no- ‘special interest in aviation could not help
but be impressed by the beauty of the Show, which in itself aroused interest and
sedt the visitor away with knowledge which pérhaps he could never otherwise have
acquired. Official and ugofficial technical and military commissions from all
Buropean countries att ended and*unddubtedly many sales were made to foreign
governments, ' ' ' S . . . - .

The exhibition offered nothing sensational or particularly new., It was rather
a demonstration of a sane and gradual’ ‘improvemént in cleanness of construction,
streamlining, safety precautions, etc. Mé+a1 construction predominated and the
old wooden fuselage and wing tvpes were pracuically non-existént. O0f the motors
the "Jupiter" type predom1nated and practically 75% of the planes Weﬁé;equipped
with "Juplte;s" of either French or English constr uction, All of the well known
motor constructors .except Renault and Farman e“hlblted new .radial air-cooled motors
beautiful in construction and most of them proven by their official tests., The
best of these were the Bristol 'and Gnome-Rhone Jupiters; a complete line by Arm-
strong Sldaely, Lorraine Dletr¢cn, Salmson and Walter” (Lzecbo-ulovakla) '

The French War and Navy.uepartmento were well represeﬂted The War Department
exhibited the winners in the recént pursuit contest; the Wibault ¢ C1l, the Nieunor
42 Cl, and the Gourdou-Leseurre.: The most 1nterest1rg plane from a m¢11uar" point
of view, was the new Farman F-160, an experimental n;ahu—bombaramenu plane which
has not yet undergone its offlclal tests. It is very clean in design and repre-
sents a great improvement over the "Gbliath" type. It is desigred to carry a max-
imum bomb load of 6000 1bs,; the bomb-losd depending, ‘of course, upon the perform-
ance desired. .It ig a biplane equipped with two Farman geared motors of 5C0H.P,
eadh, The plane carriés a pilot and crew of 4 men and is well designed for the
manipuletion of the machine gums, radio, photography and bombing. The Aray aisn
had interesting historical and statlstlcal exhibits and demonstrated their 2avr:ihe
lights, portable landing lights, field radio sets, photographic apparaivs, ho
V-5634, A.
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pital planes, parachutes andstloihing, together with models of various dirigibles,
balloons, balloon baskets, ebtc. . - R

The Navy exhibited a Schreck "Amphipian", ajFarman-Goliath’séaplahe and a smal!
wesson" seaplans designed to be carried on a submarine. The latter was particular
ly interesting. In addition, a small working model of a veatapult® was shown to-
gether with a wodel of +he "BEARNY the airplane carrier now under construction.

Orie of the most interesting exhibits was. that of Czecho-Slovakia. While they
showed nothing cspecislly new, still their exhibition demonstrated the remarkable
progress and'possibilitiés of the aeronautical industry of this new nation. They
showed one each of the following .types: pursuit, day-bombardment and long distance
reconnaissance; observation; tranéport. in ad@ition, Walter & Cb.'exhibited a full
series of both water and air-cooled motors. ) S a

The transport type was well represented by planes constructed by the Breguet,
vleriot, Fokker, Liore & Olivier, Levasseur .and Schreck Companies. There was noti.-
ing especially new in any of the “transports!. except in ‘the 1imousine coach work
and accessories for the comfort of the passengers. _if C ' B ) ‘

Besides Czecho-Slovakiz, there were the following foreign exhibitions:

Bngland - Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft Lid. showed the "Adjax" bi-plase com=
bat or reconnaissance plene. Armstrong siddeley exhibited a splendid series of ra.
dial motors inciuding the "Lynx", "Jaguar", “Mongoose" and "jenet"., The Bristol
Airplane Co. showed the "Lucifer“,,"Jupiter";and'“Cherub" series. S o

Italy - The latest types of Fiat motors were shown, including the ‘type used ir
the Schneider Cup Race. Isotta Fraschini exhibited & series of V and "cylinder in
1ine" types. One.of the most ihteresting motors shown at the exhibition was & neéw
Italian motor, the "Cappa 13" whish has just been placed on the market,"The motor
is very clean in dosign amnd develops 400 H.P. It 18 noteble for the extreme ac-
cessibility of all its parts. The only Ttalian airplane exhibited was the Fiab CR
of the pursuit type, whichk is equipped with a 300 H.P. Hispano-Suiza motor.

Holland - Fokker showed a plane of the C.V..type and his well-known 3 engine
transport plaune of the type F VII 3"M. This plene carried three Armstrong Whitwors
Lynx radial motors. The CV is an interesting plane in that by the substitution of
motors the plane can be used as & two-seater fighter, long distance reconnalssance
plane or day bomber. Koolhoven. exhibited a pursuilt plane of no particular interes®
He has, however, develeped a machine gunner's turret which appears to have some
value. . - L ' . - : ;

French and foreign‘firms prBduciﬁg-accéssories were well represented>with ine-
teresting exhibits. The “self-starters" were wostly of the compressed-air type,
similar to the "Hermark" starter which has been tested by the Air Corps Engineeriny
Division. FPhotographic radio apparatus were interesting. ~The O.P.L. Company
showed “heir latest.anti-aircraft range finder, a. cemera machine gun and a new aer-
iz) machine gun sight which appears to have groat possibilities. . ‘

Foreign. officers.and representatives were unanimous in their opinion that the
exhibition was a great success. and could not help but have a'beneficial efffoct in
the educsztion of the public along'aeronautical lines and in the development of the

industry.” - - - ,
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ARGTIC EXPLORFR IECTURES TO SELFRIDGE FIFLD PERSONNEL -

George Hubert Wilkins, Arctic Explorer, who iectures on his experiences and inci-
dentally the experiences of Major Thomas J. Lanphier, Air Corps, while they werse.
members of the Detroit Arctic Exvedition of 1926. . ' o v

The lecture was illustrated with moving pictures,taken’of +he Expediticn,
both in the United States 'and the Argtic_Regioné. The Captain was introduced to
the audience by Mojor Lanphier, who made a brief introductory speech_yelating amo
other incidents that his rating while a member of the Expedition "was about that
of a Private, First Class", Both the Major and Captain Wilkins praisedﬁeach other
for their tireless energy toward the success cf +the work abcomp%ished, not ferget-
ting to mention the names of the late Sergeant Wiseléy, and Hutchinson, "Hutch'",
ne was called, the newspaper correspondent who lost his life while with the Ex-
pedition in Alaska, . o IR .

The pictures showed the crashes of both planes of the Expsdition, which-un- -
fortunately occurred within 24 hours.of each other, and Coptain Wilkins sald it we-
nard to realize how they felt after the second of these crashes, espanially in vic
-10- o S Y5634, A,
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of the enormous cost of transportating these planes to Fairbanks, Alaska. :
.. Scenes dedicting the life of Eskimos, how they catch seals for food .and cloth- .
~ing, the yearly festival including folk dances, how the children play while bundled
up in their fur clothing were all very interesting and instructive, = = - . N
Scenery of, the Endicott Mountains was marvelous. Little is known about these
regions, Captain Wilkins discovered that the mountain peaks of the Endicott Range
ere 4000 to 5000 feet higher than.as recorded on existing maps. This made flying
. over these mountains for the first time extremely hazardous, and Captain Wilkins
said that on one of the trips over these mountains a'Wheel'actuallyZﬁoucheq.the
peak of one of them, so that theil lives were in jeopardy at that thme,. .
~ Late reports at thie time comvey the information that.Captaip/Wilkins has been
finenced by the.Detroit NEWS'td‘cbntinue‘his.explorations ih the Arctic Regions
where he discontinued them last’ summéri It is believed he will use the same ships
which lLave been stored in Fairbanks, They will be repaired, overhauled and certain
changes will be made in them, SR ' '

Captain Wilkins is leaving Detroit immediately, if he has not already left,

for Fairbenks, Alaska, at which place he expects to arrive by February-23rd, and
after ferrying supplies 1o Point Garrow at which place he already has 3500 gallons

- of gasoline stored, he expects to begin his explorations from there as a base by
March 15th. The section of. the Arctic Circle which Capt. Wilkins expects to explare
has never ‘beentouched by the foot of man.- If land is discovered, he will claim it
for the United States. Much scientifi¢” work.is to be .accomplished, soundings made,
"e‘t'c. . ) . R . . o N . L . .
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* AIRPLANE TRANSPORTS AGED PANAMA WOMAN BACK TO HER PEOPLE
Pfobably the most .unique.airplane mission ever verformed in the Army Air Corps
was a recent flight in ‘Panamd to.carry a seventy-year-old Panama-woman back %o her
home and. people’ in- the Chiriqui country, some 300 miles from France Field, where
she might die among friends 'and léved ones,». - - . ~ .

The aged passenzer had been suffering from ill health for -some time.. She had
been brought from her home in the interior to the hospital in Panama City for treat-
ment. After having been-advised that nothing could be done which would improve her
condition, she made a speciel request .to .the American Minister and the military .
authorities to transport her by airplane back to her houme and pecple, The Command-
ing General, Paname Department, authorized the Commanding Officer at France Field )
to proceed with the mission. Mrs, Domitila Arias, the patient, was brought over to
Colon from Panama City by train, transferred to an émbulapce and brought to France
Field, as her condition_would:not permit her sitting ~in an upright pésition. She
was compelled to lie flat on her tack on a smzll hospital litter. .The condiiiog'of
the aged patient made .it a.rather difficult task to get her comfortably placed in
the Martin Bombér.:':Two. Martin Bombers, piloted by Captain William Randolph and
Lieut. E. Jones, and’carrying as passengers: Sgt..Leo Richter, Master Sgt. Hugh Tate,
Mr, A.E. Arias and irs. Dowitila. Arias, took.off from France Field at 9:20 A,M, and
headed for the Villey.of the Moon, or the Chiriqui country, Republic:of Panama.

While Mrs. Arias was.lying on thé litter awaiting to be placed in the bomber,
she, was aské&d through ‘the interpreter if “she was not afraid to ride in an alrplane.
She replied with'a shrug-of her shoulders, saying:"When one must die, they die,
that's all, 'I have abgolute confidence in American aviatcrs."s - om0

"The moré than 300 miles wa’s covered.in less then four hours, and-at‘l:op P.M,
-Mrs. Arias was safély landed near her home. The planes.returned to:France Field the
next day, it being reported.that Mrs. Arias had stood the trip very wéll. =

Usually whén Government planes act as agents of mercy, it is for the purpose
of transporting oné who is found to be in a critical,cqndition-to‘somqvhosplta},
endeavoring to save life. It is'believed that this is"the first instance in the
history of our aviation where a request had been madg’to‘transport.one t?_a certain
place or locality whers they mey be allowed to die. . .~ ;//-

S : ; ~==000-m= ’ s

WORLD FLIGHT LEADER AWARDED -JAPANESE DECORATION

Reminiscences of the Round-the-World Flight were in vogue gt.Luke Fielfj'ﬁﬁy-
aii, recently, when Captain-Lowell H., Smith, the commanding officer of the fiisii,.

was decorated with the Fifth Class of the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
- ' 11w V-5634, £.C,
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The decoration was. awarded Captain cmlﬁh by his Magesty, the Emperor of Japan, in
appreéciation of the visit to Japan of the world circling fllght and was presented
by Major-General E.M, Lewis, uepdrtment Fommande;, dt a ceremony in which the entlre
Fifth Composite Group participated. :

The Group, under Mejor P.E, Vankostrand, G“oup Cammander, was formed for a com-
bined ground and serial review. The airplanes were in line with crews and pilots in
front of each plane® Forward of this the’ remelnder of the Group perbonnel were
formed as prescribed for battalion reéview. -

Following the reading of the Hawaiian Departmevt order announcing the dward of
the decoration by the Emperor of Japan, General Lewis pinned the medal on the breast
of Ceptain Smith. The Group, with the - exception of crews -and pilots, then passed
in review before General Lewis, Captain Smith and Mr. Kuwashima, Japanese Consul
General for Hawaii, As soon as-the last scuadron passed the reviewing party, the
motors of all ships were started and the planes took off, passing in review in chain .
formation in echelons of threes.. Six PW-9's from the l9th Squadron led the way, fol-
lowed in turn by six PW-9's from the B8th %quadron, six DH's from the 72nd squadron :
and six Martins from the 23rd Squauron.

Following the review, the pursult planeo porformed acrobatics for about ten.
mlntues. . :

In landlng, Lleut Worthlngton f;ylng a DH, cracked his undercarrlage and per—
formed a ground loop withcut further damaging the plane. Feeling that this feat
should not go unrewarded, the brother officers of Lieut., Worthington decided that he

also should be decorated Amid the cheers of the assembled crowd, the medal sig-
nifying this award was pinned on Lieut. Worthington's chest by Lieut. H.A,McGinnis.

On the day follow1ng the presentation of the Jepanese medal, a .wheel on Cap-
tain Smith's PW~-9 collapsed and the ship went over cn its back. Captain Smith was.
uninjured, but the plane will reQulre a major overhaul, The Captain had hardly
reached his squadron when he was called upon to take part in another presentation
ceremony. The medal this time, ‘however, was.the famous 19th Squadron Medal, -which
has been passed around among several of the 19th Squadron pilots., "This gedal con-
sists of a circular disk of undressed ieather, suspended from a red ribbon and.
pinned on the chest of the recipient with a horse blanket pin. In making his speech.
of acceptance Captaln Smith was heard to mention something about "not the value of
the chlng but the sentlment behlnd it that counts." '

-—«oOo-—- '

FRANCE FIELD ENLISTFD MEN HUNT BIG. GAME IN. PANAMA JUNGLES
By Warrant Officer Bllllngsley :

Four of France Field's crack hunters spent six weeks -in Panama Jungles and the
Santa Rita mountains muntlng big game. The hunters returned a few days ago with
wany interesting and exciting tales to -tell regarding their trip. They killed one
mountain lion, one deer, thirteen wild hogs, many ducks, turkeys: and rabpits or
conejoes, A Spanish writer, living in the interior, who writes for a 1ocal Spanish
paper, had the following to say regardlnv the four hunters.

"Four United States soldiers are spending a month vacatlon at New ‘Providence
from the 4th inst. .They have rented a smmll cottage’ where théy are.enjoying them-
selves in the best possible manner; they spénd their time dally in hunting and
fishing-and they are friendly towards everybody with whom they . come in contact, and
by their excellent behavior they are certainly fit for any soclety. “If .the magor:ty .
of the men comprising the United States Army were of the same. character and conduct
as these four gentlemen the Army would indeed have been an ideal one. Their names
are as follows: Sergeants H.R. Bilby, Charles LeClair, Privates: Richard Gray and '
H, Bender. They are attached to the 63rd Service Squadron, France Field, C.A, They
are conspiring ageinst an unwelcome visitor from the jungles, nearby ihe v1llage,
viz: Mr. Red Lion. What will be the resultu of this conspiracy, we cannot tell,
but we wish them abundant success, '

New Providence is a place where respectable soldiers and sailors, and civilians
also, and civil service employees can come and enjoy themselves when they are on
vacation, and especially during the dry seasons of the year. We invite others to

come and see for themselves that this invitation is no camouflage, as we have no
doubt the soldiers above referred to ‘and many others who have come here before them
will admit." .
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GOOD WILL MISSICN COMPLETED LW ¢ JNECTICUT NATIONAL CUARD PILOT

First Lieut. Earl W. Fleet .and Covp. Charles ¥, Arnold completed on Dec. K4th
a cross country flight which began Nov. 27th fron Wralwﬂﬂé,?-CWd Hartford, Conn.,
the Headouarters of the 118th Cbserve tLon Squedron, 43rd Division Alr Corps, Con-
necticut National Guard, to which they belong. This flight was to San Antonio and
return by difiereut routes, which made it p0551o¢e 4o visit the greatest nuiiber of
National Guard Squedrons east-of the Rocky Mountains. -
n  Lieut. Fleert undertook'the flight as the re QrBSLﬂtaulVG of Wajor William ¥.
Lad@, Commanding Officer, 118th Observation Squadron, for the purpose of estcblish
ing friendly contact witi the cfficers of the wvarious Watlonql Guard Squadrons and
of observing their mcans of =olution of the problems of squadron sdministration.
The fl;ghu,'dll”h was ‘a-decided ‘success, was made under the most unlavorable

’ 5t - T
weather conditions, and.thorcugzhly demonstrated Lit. Flect's abili ty GS a pilot. &

information secured by Lt. “levu and Corp. Arnold w1+l,, it is. be‘le"ed prove mutur

ly benoficial to -all the squadrons concerned,. It is the hope of Major Ladd that t -

contact thus formed may resuli- inthe agbembllng ‘of - the qqaed:on coumaiiders’ at tho
next National Guard Convention for the purpose of associs tlng themselves for the
promotion of their commron -interests.- A '
Major Lacdd cesirec to ertend »n'béhélf'of Liout. ,Fhéet r‘ornor"al AlﬂOLd and
the 118th Obsérvetion Squedron his appreciation of tne “anlt lity accorded these
unembers dt the various National Guard Squedrons end’ Army. Posis. Mluboab the heart:”
cooperation 6f the Air Corps the flight could not have dbeen possible. It is hoped.”
that our frierds in the Air. COr%é & d Yationsl Cuard Squedrons w;*]'-Jnd the mean°
of visit 1nr us and “fxord us an 0 ortunity pf'being of service.
T . - 0 00m -

. .. .. .+ CLIPPED WINGS.
e o Ly L;eut.‘yonaldiDu

-

L Tell us not.in frugal nurbers
oA erlib nours have., shrvnk to sixr,
e .TO“ our.pep is h11 but’ skidding
’ 're 10y“et'1nb all our arLCkb.

o In the davs of DOLT’unQ Caxmstvom T : L//
" .+ When the “"props" were humming fine, :

e could roll.or:spin with *raadeur;- Cs

o=
how.theylre’silent on the lire, . L .

P

Lives (f flyers oft remind .us,.
. _ Ve moy need our, parachtteu,
g , Loss of skill that once posses ssgd up
. , L .. Drings a chlll aown 1n our, aoot

Ta the qx"‘s brwrnu open s%nce¢,
. n “he 8t40sphefc we' 1ilke
L Give Ws gus that we mmay fly; Sir:
- Lest we Crack-up, - on our vike. :

ne records“we Kave cherished .
G5 we- taught to-fly, :

s rpsnaﬁo.nurn for Garcia

. Beiﬂg urltmeq in tle qkj.

s .
2 ., ;

Aot} l@b of juetice guivver
thei: OJerourddn d wealth
“And dislodge..the nenued sheckles .
for o Netion's 11 Jlnq healith,

- . N .

- : - Pleace increace our fl"lng rctlou, o L
. It's the staff of life desired, . '
s I - And the one thing:left to hope for . . ‘
"rill .as Capitains we're retired. . PR
- 4 : »

Geg %o masfef’planes we're buying,
Lest a Nation's skill shall wane,
And the gift of those departed
Shall have be e s thing in vain,
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“Let us then be UP and doing";
Give us gas, ‘its not too late,
Ground observing and pursuiting -
~Brings us only excess weight.
=G0 = —=

THE SAN BLAS INDIANS IN,PANAM
Commenting on reports prevxous1y made that the San Dlas ‘Indians in Panama are’
wild, Warrant Officer Billingsley, the NEWS LETTER Correspondent from France Field,
Dﬂnama, one of a party of twenty-two’ officérs and.ladies from that field meking o
51gnt-soolng trip into the San'Blas Country, states that they are indeed a very

wild race, both young =nd old - w11d gbout the-Ameriden dollar, that old Eagle. Tho

rezl "Mozuma" has got them all 501nw and they have plenty of "8abe" about the dough,
as they won't take paper money. Nothing but ‘silver and zold is good with. +hem ana
that must have the o0ld ‘eagl e w1th the words properly engravcd uhereon "In God
Trust". - ‘

Warrant Officer BlLlanpley goes on to seyt '"Eut tne-;ndlans have’manyycurios
to exchange for the dollars, and are very good at dress making. They turn out many
loud colors and faney styles, usuallysvery short and snappy. In the days gone by
the Indicns evidently had plenty of gold, as ‘all their womer and even the little
.chlldren wody large rmngs in ibelr vioses gnd- ears. Thesc rings are made of .solid
gold. The edr rings or 'pans' dre very large, some of thew being shaped like an
ordinary dinrer platé and almost as large. '

Most of the women and young girls wear some kind of fancy colored cres%es, wdz‘

the young boys wear only the suits that God gave them, But the San Blas Indians ave

far from being the furious and savage warriors some writeérs would -have you believe.

Some writers have described them as being so very savage that no stranger could ever

pass the night in their country and come out alive; and thot they always kept their
sentries posted on high hill tops, armed “with Mauser rifises, ever ready to shoot
down approaching strangers, This is all ‘bunk', and any atranger approaching them
with a few dollars will always find a welcome, However, it is not believed that
many Americans would care 1o spend the 1night in the San Blas Indian's house, as the:
are not comfortable looking, being made of grass, -bawboo, etc., with no floors or’
beds in them, Sometimes 25 or ‘30 1ive in-the same house and on Mother Earth,As Is.
This is their only bed, while their food consists of corn-meal, fish and rice.

The Sap Blas Indians are, without a doubt, 4o be classed among the world's
greatest seamen. Their canoes are swift and the way they hendle them is a beautiful
sight t0 see. They are all equipped with beautiful white sails, and at times as
uanv as fifty or seventy-five of these cances in formation with their white sails

lying excort the visiting steamers out to sea ‘upon their departure from San Blas.

The San Blas Development Corporation, an American concern operating in the
San Blas country, have done much %o improve conditions in San Blas, ss they have
constructed very good docks, a number of good houses, stores, etc., with many miles

of railroad, and have thousands of acres of land growing a very fine pradp of banare:

as, which are shipped weekly by boat to the States., This Corporation has also 'con.-
structed a very modern landiag field in the San Bles and planes from France T*‘ie’o’l
vigit there regularly. It was due t0 the kindness and hospitality of the manager

of this corporation that the France Field party was able to enjoy the boat trip to
San Elas and retura. The  party returned to France Field two ‘days later, and all
declared that they had enjoyed the wonderful trip immensely,

Another party is soon to be organized by the aviators at the Field to explore
some of the much talked about.wild Darién country, lying in the Republic of Panama.
between the Bayano River and the Golomblan frontier. Here it is reported that the

‘sure nuff' wild Indian lives. .

Along the Tuira and Chucunaque rlvers are found the Chokais and the Kunas
tribes of Indians. The Xunds are-reported very savage, and no outsider has ever
" penetrated far into their country. Some of these tribes are reported as living
practically nude, both men and vomen, and that they paint their bodies hideoucly
with black, scarlet or blue colors from kead to foot. All wear heavy gold and sil-
ver ear rings, nose rlugs, and wrist bends. -Nanyvof them bind their limbs with
tight ligatures. o

To reach the Darien country, one mu st travel by boat from Parama City to the
mouth of the rivers and then follow the rivers in small cances for wmcny wiles., Is
no landing fields for planes are located 1a the Darien country, tring he~e ave
alway made with great difficulty,n

¢
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FORZIGN AVIATION NOTES . -

* British Flight over France, A British DeHaviland esirplane of the ”HerculesﬂA'
typé, equipped with 3 Siddeley Jupiter 500 H.P. engines, is meking a series of test |
flights between London ahd Egypt. This airplane is expected to serve on the Cairo- |
India route xext Spring. Air Vice Marshal Branker, Chief of Civil Aviaticn in the
Air Ministry of Great Britain, is personally supervising the tests. The Hércules
is the most interesting commercial plane developed in Europe and is manufactured
by DeHaviland., o ’ o - : . o

_Royal Visit. Don Jaime, son of King Alfonso of Spain, visited LeBourget Air-
drome, Paris, on December 18th. Several squadrons maneuvered in his honor.

Flight 1o Spanish Guinea. Capt.‘Gimenez. the Spanish ace, and the Llorent? .
Brothers left Cadiz, Spain, Dec. 10th, on the first stage of their trip to Spanish
Guinea, ‘They landed at Casablanda, Morocco, and at Las Palmas, Canary Islands,
where-they are detained by bad weather. They were accompanied by two eruisers,
the Bustamente and the Bonifacio. ‘They were refueled by the French Navy at Casa—i
blanca., = . - P S B o

France-liadagascar Flight. . Major Dagnaux, who is attempting to establish air
liaison between France and Madagascar by flying over the African ‘continent, has
arrived at Niamey, ' o o I | 4

Néw Air Line, Various municipalities are interested in a proposed Paris-Tou~
louse air line which would insure air connectior between Paris and the Latecoere
lines which fly over Spain and Morocco., =~ D o

i France-Madagaséar Cruise, Lieut. Bernard of the French Navy, after reaching
Majunga, Madagascar, and flying over Tananarive, the capital, has begun his return

trip, He expects o be.met in Nigeria by Lt. Guilbeaud, who was forced to dis-.
continue the flight to Madagascar on account of motor trouble. They are returning”
to France via the Nile Valley, Athens, Naples aqd 5t, Raphael. :

‘ e =0 00 = ’ '

| OFFICERS OF OTHER BRANCHES DETAILED TO AIR CORPS

Twelve officers of other branches of the ‘service were recently detailed to-
the Air Corps and ordered.to proceed tq the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, |
San Antonio, Texas,.for traiding, viz: Capteins Graeme G. Parks, Charles L. Mullins,
John W,.Thompson, 2nd Lieuts, John W. Homewood, and HowardsR. Johnson, Infantry;

Capt. Richard B. Willis, lst Lieuts, MilogC.lca;hqgn,'Hobd}t D. Reed,;anlLieuté;
Alexander R. Sewall and William E. Dean, Jr., Field Artillery; 1st Lt. Russe}l'C. '
Winchester, Cavalry;. and an‘Liéuﬁ. Rgnsom_G; Amlong, Quartermgstgr Corps.:.-

\




NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS

_ buke Fleld I H.; December,llOZ ]g : ‘ALH o -” ‘fj s :.) Cet
Durlng Novenbel aerlal gunnery andacamera ohscura work occupled the major;'
vortion of the jralnlnq cerlods. The pursuit ‘and bombarameut squudrons are -all
. determined -to qualify:all thelr officergifor the: different ratings ‘authorized by
Training Regulatwons 4AO 40. .If the crellmlnary work is any critérion of what may
‘be expected in record firing, the Fifth. Composxte Group, is going to establlsn a
. record which-the otner tactlcel organlzau:ons in the Aire Corps w1ll have a hard
tlme beating. - .
. “.Another, strlp of the Velmanulo Mllltary Reservatmon has been allotted to the
_Alr Corps for the gunnery season. and thls hae been made 1nto a ground gunnery range
for the two vombardment. squadxons. w" -
-ALYl .firing is bewng condu ted, in accordance w1th the. llmﬁtatlons 1mposed b
R 440-40. .The followmng reSILto were . ‘obtained Jduring’ November. RN &
Machine Gunnery, 72nd’ Squadron (rear guns, tow target) :
;ﬁxﬂlgh score, . . 90, 37 ‘Lieut. R.8Y thullough e i
Second . ' U4,0%" Lleut R. u.‘Heald '-w;.;_'-«f S
Squadron Average’ 65, 147 : a '
S " 23rd Squedron (near guns. tow target)
'".,;High ecoref' B 66‘% L1eut~fTurnbull R S
. S 19th Squadroh, (faxed guns ,” tow target)
J,ngh score,;w,j 2y :

38 'Lleut ‘Wisehart A . o L
Second o ,ﬂ,?5 % Lieut. Grlfflth A
: BN Gth Squédlon (?;ound target flxed guns)
High score, 73, 4ﬁ ‘Lieut. Stace -
Second ... . .88.8%° Lieut, Cannon

‘Squadron average 36 .05

.Luke Field has heen de31gnated as: the, Hawaiian Department station where the
1926 test inventory of all: supplies will be. held. A number. of, offlcers. under. the
direction of.Captain George.$§. - Warren, Air Corps, have been worklng on, the 1nventory
- and. at this time the ‘work ‘is very. “hearly. comcleted R
o .The. "skin llst" from the Depactment Commander s 1napect10n was recelved on the

_fleld recently. ,A- number oft minor. dlscrepanc1es were reported,-but the field as a

whole was. commended for ;ts exeellent appearance. The Jepa”tment Commander also
mentioned the excellence of the machlne ‘gunnery in his 1list of commendatlons.-.

The first three game.series in the offlcers' Volley Ball League was completed
the officers representing the 19th Pursuit’ Squadron holding down first place, with
the 72nd Squadron officers running a close second., The officers of the 23rd found
themselves occupying the cellar position when the series c¢losed,

Scott Field, Illinois, January 8th.

TWhen weather conditions do not permit flying, all post pilots are required to
attend a daily bombing class. The course as contemplated consists of both theoret
ical and practical work. Ry early spring it is hoped to have some expert bombers
do a little plain and fancy “gardening".

The Belleville Business Men's Club threw a most excellent stag party to the
entire Field on Friday evening, Jan.7th, Boxing, singing, dancing, nusic and free
lunch were dispensed with lavish hospitality. It was a good party. Even the con-
servative capitalists, who received blue passes to mingle with us, will agree with
this. Nobody gave us a dirty look regarding unpaid Chri¥imas bills or anything.

Pilots visiting Scott Field during December were C aptain Laughlin and Lieut.
McCune from Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot; Major Bock and Lieut. Robertson from
Chanute Field; Lieuts. Fleet and O'Connor from Schoen Field; Lieut. Breen from
McCook Field and Major Coleman from Leavenworth. : " o
) Flying time L/A 1 man ships, 32 fllghts 61 hrs. 41 minutes; 2 man ships,

30 flights, 77 hours, 42 minutes; RS-1, 1 flight, 2 hours, 30 mihutes, Man hours,
L/A: 643 hours, 43 minutes, Heav1er—than-a1r, 98 flights, 25 hrs. 10 mln.

- Crissy Field Presidio of San Francisco. Calif. Dec. 27.

Mr. M‘A Eeson, representatlve of the Leece-Neville Company, gave a very in-
structive lecture to a class of 27 non-commissioned officers (mechanlce) at thi
16 - V-5634, A.C.



" riner, chief iof ‘the Radis Depar\mdnu, is. conduct;ro & velunteer class of” onlﬁstrd

. \ . -
field, expleining generutors, batiteries and sonirol boxes and their setting and ef -
fect on the ignition systew, Much venefit was derived from this lecture dun to the
fact that Mr. Ezson used ‘sormon phrages aqﬁ avoiced technical lanpuag

'~ “The Board of Cfficers met Dec, 14tk examine applicants for Flying "Kgylets"
Out of 26 appllcants, 15 were preseqt onlv 9 gualified in the physical exanination, |
four of which were exempted fvow the mental-examination. The remaining five exe
pressed their opinion o_*tne mental ex amlnatlon as belng very simple‘and yet SOI
"terribly" hard, . Wi e .

Captain”A.E;- Esterbrool, ﬁ.CfX and Cant AxLerg Washnngton Natlcnal Guard,
were forced down near" ul\ermore, Calif,, due to low fog while ferrying a- Douﬁlas
0-2 airplene to the Washingion Nationsl -Guard. . On their’ request.for ass;ctanqe,
Lieut, Haynes:and mechanic were dispatched in o Douglias 0-2, After spending the
week end at Crissy Field, apﬁ.~~stprorook with hlS companlon procecdea on thelrg:
way to: Spokane,‘Whohlngton. R . . ¢

Capiein Beason,.formerly our Fl;gh* Surgoon,}ana Mrs, - BPason are v131t1ng at -
this post.. Capt +Beacon -is on’'leave from Hawaii and expects to return on the
next transport - scheduled ‘for-Hawaii. ' - . o

~ The Hr. Ms. Kruiser. "Stmatra” being in’porst, Lleutenant h/? 2nd” Kl..E.H, Herr
Broche, Air Serivee: pilot of “the “Dutch™ Navy from the.Kruiser Sumatra,. v~31ted
Crissy 'Field and was” showh ‘arcund tarracks, hangars end:machine shaps by’ Lluat.
Hackett, ‘Lieut, Herr Broche expressed- himself very enthusissticelly about the clean-
liness of" poet-and’ Lurrabks, "Being <f the Air Serives, he. was very much nnmere ted
in American made’ airolanes and-ervgines, and 68 rocially in.the 1aﬁdrnv gedr, of the
0-2' airplahei’ The 'uama*fa‘ - belng on a six menths'. eruise around- the world, cerried
no aircrafd’ aboard but L ut h;rrfﬁroche invited all pilots to VlSlt hls shln.

< 5
i 4 i

N ’

CrlSSj Field br351dvo oi’S n Frarcm T Oalifqg,Jan. 104‘1927-

. - ' - - .
< - PR [ !

Captaln L. {1Ck0\. 1st Lleu 3, D Goourlch, D. Ringal and V. Melloy arrived at
Crissy Field to take- P’n ~trangpert fér the Fhlllpp nes. . Lieut. R, Prown ‘is bere
awaltlng transport: to: P»wawjﬂ,¢\ W g ’

It is attention <o cdeiail that makes possmble the efflclency of the Radlo ﬂe-v

rartment ‘at Crissy -Fisld:n FoF eiemple, all cempanent narts of .thé sets, with Uh
exceptlon of -the fairiecad. apd -entirnas veel, ure’qo arrauged’ thot ' ¢omplete -SCR 1
‘sets ‘can be removed from. or inpial in ail 0-2's in 30 mlnutps. Liocut, A.W, Narﬁ

men from the 91lst Squadron througi. the - 1ntw1uables of redic oy rotlvz..
- A regular radio schadule , chve & wceg, for +ra»n3ﬂg in Tectical Radio Proced-

ure, has been started vith ths 20th ;nxontry at ‘the Presidio of San Francisco.

Lieuts, Glascock, Paul, Bryte and Henry motored teo Pasadena, Calii., over the
New Year holidays %o ¢t sad the Tou“naﬂuuf of Roses and the.Stanford-Slabama oot
ball game., The wea ather .wag clear.and warm, and-uhﬂy eninyed the trip very,very much.

The annual a°r1a1-~unncrv prractice will start this month. The tow tarsct -
course will'be over %he beach GOJth of the, ‘Golden Gate,_and the ground targets will
‘be located at ‘Mather Field ,. Shcrament o,fCa‘lf ] )

. Flying-Cadets: G.L, meLft and.C.I, Terris arrlved here from Hawall to take the
examlnatlon for commission 1n une Air: Corps.

Headqdarters Phlllbn’n“ Dopt

Ve

} P

28th Bombardmenu S ggpgg . Lleut Leroy A, JWa‘thall left for two months' leave

oy L-/Iuvy’la P I oL §.' 3 : ’

With permission to trevel ir China and. Japan Llpu . Leonidas L, Koontz leit for
" one month and. five days“leeve’ for “the- sans purnos L - With the closing of the year,
thisg organlzatlon is h&ving quite a fez d-ucharces qnd r'pr1ifﬁmenﬁs of the Yercon-
nel, . Sgt, William H, Fw=Lcn now on furlelgh. in the United Stetes,-was discherged

Sept 20th ‘and reenlisted- for this orgdnlzatlon the next dcy..'Sgth Louis Kravitz-
was dlscharged Sept 30Lh and took on three more yoarq' ith the organization the
next uay. o . ‘ o

fae s PRETER v v o A . B
E : CE- . -
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" 66th Serv1ce Squdq§gg.f Lleht Charlo" B. DeSh:elds, a, recent arrlval in the
Islands, was assigned %n dubty with the Sousdron as Adjutant and Suontiy 0fficer,
rellev1ng Lieut. Cariton F.:Bond, who is ouriiess. OIf"€", Post, tthiecic Cfficer
and Educational and Recreation O;fl”%f; Toch, Sgt. Cedrge Meeks and Staff Sgt.
Edward Swmith were orderad so Brooks:Fisld, Tewab, and we ail wish thém luck at
thelr new station. lst f#gt. Lubther War ren, Sgt« Thos. Canfirld, Sgt. Delmar Lee
and Sgt. Albvert Rothstein. (our. Sqdn. Sg Aagor) who will leave on the Februa: ¥
wlTe o V-5634 AL,




transport, are counting the days. iaster Sgt. M.G, Futwan, Staff Sgt. John Gorse-
and Staff Sgt. George licCollum were discharged during the month and took on three
more years. Steff Sgt, John Gleason will return to the States.for discharge, Our
Acting Supply Sgt. Earl (Windy) Miller hes in for a transfer to the 3rd Pursuit
Sqdn, at Clark Field, and is expected to-leave in the near future, PFC Edward -

l Burke, a.new arrival, will teke his place as Supply Sergeant. =~ S

. Flight B, 2nd Observation Squadron.. -The Flighi was the recipient of a new,
Commanding Officer in the person of Capt. D.B., Howard, but. he stayed with us only
a few days when it fell %o his lot to assume commend of the Post, vice Major C.W.
Howard, on leave in China, He is expected to take commend of the Flight again upon.
Major Howard's return, Lieut. C.C. Chauncey-is now the Commanding Officer of:. -
Flight B, The Flight has had three Non-Coms. transferred from the ‘mother organiza-
tion, stationed on the "Rock"™, Corregidor Island) vizj Tech. Sgt. William T. Shaw,
Sgts. William M. Brady and Wm, P. Wright, all of whom have been assigned to the -
hangar. Lieut. James W. Hammond, the oldest officer in point of service with the
Flight, having been with us since the early part of December, but who for the,pas?
couple of months was on duty in the Judge-Advocate General's Department,_is_pow.51ck

. in quarters, having just returned from the Sternberg General Hospital, where hé-:
spent about two weeks for an operation for appendicitis. Lieut. Hammond‘isiapparr
ently coming out in first place in the battle of science vs. nature. The Lleuten-\
ant is expected to take command of the 6th Photo Section upon recovery... e

Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg. 'Lieut, Frederick V.H. Kiuble, who has been on-.
detached service at Department Headquarters.as Assistant Air Officer, d@parted with
his mother for a six weeks' tour of Japan and China. S T

"Clem" McMullen and "Handsome" Heffley have added greatly to our athletic
"strength, "Handsome" wields a mean racket end is well on his way 4o winning the.
Stotsenburg Tournament. "Clem" throws a wicked mashie and is expected to give the
golfers a run for the cup. . Lieuts. Haddon and Williams departed on a .5 days' - :.:

- “Golf Hunt" at Baguio and while there will train for the Philippine Golf Tournament.
to be held at the Caloocan Course in Manila. ' . s

Lieut, James W. Spry announced the arrival of an Assistarit Communications
Officer, possessed of an excellent loud speaker, namely one James W. Spryj Jr. -

Out of 8 games-played so far, the 3rd Pursuit Squadron baseball team lost only
one gamne -~ to the 24th Field Artillery, a mule outfit with lots of men.to pick:from.
We have only around 115 men on this field, the rest of them being on DS at Camp
Stotsenburg or DS at Camp Nichols. And anybody who thinks that these natiYe 501-
diers don't know how to play ball knows nothing about them. The first time our
team met them they won by the score of 2 40 1 - no ping pong game = -"k;h‘e"_secona one
was not so good, 7 to 4 in our favor; but the last one was surely a'hot-pne,'two_
to nothing in favor of the gellant Air Corps. Sergeant Hukill, formerly of Langley

' Field, pitched wonderfully. He was ably assisted by his old standby, catcher
Blalok, and, needless to say, .they wers loyally end strongly supported by tho rest -
of the team. When Hukill does not pitch Mike Henneck (formerly of Selfridge erld?
takes the mound.’ Mike is no slouch, eéither, when it comes to pitching, as he hasn't
lost a game yet. We are still bettingtithe.same way: - the Third Pursuit 'keeps the
championship, _ o ' ' - ' _

Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P,I. Orders were receivedftransfer;ihg.L#a‘JaPﬁ'

RPN A

Hodges here, thus giving Kindley Field an excellent photographic officer, represen-
tative of the One Wheél Landing Club, .Tennis and Bridge expert of parts. .
General Frank M. Caldwell inspected the post recently, being part;cglarly in~
terested in the disciplinary training of the organization and the copdit;on'of our
motor transportation., - : . T S
Aerial Gunnery Practice is now on in full swing. At least it was on for one
day umtil the marksmanship of the 2nd .Observation Squadron gunners sank the_target,
Lieut. Albro constructed e new target float made of bamboo which he hopes will -
stand the punishment for the balance of the target practice. L
‘Several X-country flights were made this month to Olongapo and Fort Wint,
Major W.B, Duty, Air Officer, inspected this field,October 25&?.»a .

Headguarters, 2nd Division, Air Corps, Ft, Sam Houston, Texgs.

Lts. 0.P. Weyland and Harvey R. Ogden left. for Forts Brown and Ringgold, Tex-
"as, to participate in maneuvers with ground troops during thé Corps lLres Comuand-
er's inspection of these stations., BSuccessful radio communication, air to ground,
in liaison and reconnaissance work was accomplished. Douglas Observation planes,
~18~ v-5634, A.C.
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radio equipped, were flown. Staff Sgts. George A. nggs and Caius Peterson, 12th
Observation. Squadron, accompanied this fllght as alternate pilot and observer. -
A similer flight was mede by Lieuts. Harry Weddington and Otto P, Weyland to

Fort Clark, Texas, during the naneuvers of the 5th Cavalry at that statlbn. Lieut.
Junius A. Smith and Staff s5gt. Henry Wzlllamson 12th Obs, Sqdn., accompanlea thls
fllght as observers and redio operators. Douglas Observation planes were flown.

~ Visiting pilots are advised that the eastern end of the landlng field at this
station has been graded end all obstructlons removed, also that the fleld ‘is now
in etcellent condltlon for landlngs.

San Antonlo Alr Intermedlate Depot Duncan Fleld Texas.

Brlgadler—General and Mrs. Frank P, Lahm were at home 16 the offlcers of the
Air Corps and their families on New Year's-Day. Major and Mrs, J.H. Pirie also
received ‘at thelr “home- on New Year's Day the offlcers cf Duncan Fleld and thelr
families, ' T

Christmas at Duncan Field wa.s celebrated in the accustomed manner to which the
children of the officers and employees of the Depot look forward with keenest an-
ticipation. - The annual Christmas Tree entertalnmeat for the chlldren was held at
thé Service Club Uulldlng on the Post on Dec. 23rd, under the supervision of the
Civilian Club.  As a special concession to an Air Corps acthlty, Santa Claus ar=
rived by airplane (assisted by Mr. L.C. Weber of the Englneerlhg Department), andf
due to the somewhat rainy weather and muddy field, in place of the snow to which
he is accustomed he was forced to ‘come down through the chimnky in a parachute,
making a safe landlno at the Hree, and then proceeding to remember every yGungster,
80 that the occasion was most merry.

" Lieut, Ivan G, Mooxman one of the. Advance Agents of . the Pan-Amerlcan Fllght
was a visitor here when he dr opped .in durlng Chrlstmas week on his return through
this vicinity. Having formerly .beén on’duty at this station as Operations’ Officer
and Chief Test Pilot, he was wdarmly welcomed by his many old friends here,.. -

- Mr. Elmer J, Briggs; Airplahe Engine Inspector at this Depot), has been on
temporary duty since December 20th; being ordered to proceed to the Curtlss Air-
plane & Motor Corporation &t Buffalo N.Y.; thence to Selfridge Field; thence to
valrfleld 0.; and return here, in connectlon with 1nstruct10n on uhe manufacture
and maintemence of Curtiss D-12 engines,

The Civilian Social Club at the Dépot” once more successfully effected the re-
placement of the 014 Year with the New Year.in its Masquerade Ball, held at the '
Service Club Building on the Post on New Year's eve, Everybody turned out, some
350 employees and their families and friends attending., The music was especlally
pleasing, and from 8 o'clock on the last night of 1926 to 4 o'clock of the first
mornlng of 1927 the' New Year's Splrlt was manlfested to the fullest extent.

Man hall Field, Fort Rlley, Kensas, December 1926..

The offlcers of the 7th DlVlSlon Air Corps are not flying much thls month,
and do not expect to fly much during two fionths to follow, because of the gas
shortage. The aerial observation course for officers in the CaValry School at
Fort Riley has been discontinued temporarily. but will be resumed about March ist.
During this’ period when the flying hours are scarce, Capt, Thomas’ Boland is con-
ducting a school for Air Corps offxcers 1n Mllxtary Organlzatlon and the Natlonal
Defense Act of 1920, o

. Capt. Early E.W, Duncan, who is takmng the Cavalry course at Fort Riley, gets
in some fine pay hops at Marshall Fleld. Barly is one of the bus1est men on the
post and finds very little time for social act1v1t1es~

Capt. Warner. B, Gates returnéd to the organlzatlon for duty, assumlng the re-
sponsibilities of the office of Cperations Officer. -

Capt. Frank C, Venn, 'M.C., our temporary Fllght Surgeon d ‘the task of ex=
amining applicants for itHe Flying Cadets' course, Upon his return from a month'
Jeave he will remain with the organization until about March 15th, when he will go
to Brooks Field for primary flying training.

Seven Air Corps Lieutenants were recently detailed. to gssist in a Q .M, Tn-
ventory. The job lasted about one week. Lieut. Dyer was sick in quarters with
the "Flu" for two days Lieut. Randall noiiced that Dyer stayed away for iwn days
so.took special pains to be "policed" from a horse durlng a hunt on Sundsy frd

failed to show up for two days’ following. ,
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'On December 10th seven ships from this field were piloted to St.Joseph, Mo.,
on a eross-country training formation flight +o inmsnect the new aviation field there.
Lieut. Morrison looked around for Secretary '3 Somebody! whom he met in Saint Joe the
last time, but had forgotten the rame. Major Arnold saw an old friend, Elsic Janis,
of stage fame to mhom he ‘introduced all hig officers, Capt. Gates, Llcuu. Bevans
and Lieut. Dyer puffed ‘at their nipes (see ad for Velvet smoking tobacco). Elsie
was told there were overdeas friends waiting to see her. Some of the officers did
get overseas, but most of them were from over theiMissouri River,

Lieut, Fisher is a diplomat. He doesn't decline invitations, but waits until
time for the dinner and then sends a wire such as this - "Motor trouble, and can't
get back to Fort Riley in time for your dinner."

The Air Corps Basketball team won all its three games played by a good margin.
Fisher is coach and also the only officer on the team.

The Air Corps 0ificers' Club was entertained by Lieut, and.Mrs; Jewett and
later by Capt. -and Mrs. Gates, ‘

Fairfield Air Intermediate Denot, Fa:rfleld Ohio., Jaa. 10

Father Time, who never fails {0 wind up the affairs of the old .year on schedn
ule time, -has again v1o¢teu us ‘and. started us on our way for the New Year, The
passing of the old year w2 CbJeC“HJud in an appropriate way om New Year's eve at
the Officers' Club, the entire, covmlss;oned personnel being present. In honor of .
the ocgasion, the Club was decor ted -with. eve *green trees, the branches being cov-
ered w1th snow and ice, The orchesira played in the Fros i King's den, hemmed in by
icicles, and refreshments were served fron an.ice. palace, - But as long as hearts
were .warm and merry, wno cared for the wintry winds without?-

A Board of Officers was dppoxnued Yo meet January 1l7th to examine candldates
for app01ntment as 2nd ulbdtedqnuu in the Air Corps, con51et1n« of Major A.W,Robins,
Captains John G. Colgan, C.T G Buckner, Thomas H., Miller and Liéu%. H.L. Clark.

. The Englneerlng “eparuwent(Repalr Shops) worked . full tine durlng Christmas
week, this belng the first time in six years thal work coni*nued as usual during the
hollday season, It looks as though business was picking up. -

Captain Edward Laughlin and Lieuwt. Milo McCune flew to San Antonlo and returned
in a CO-4 during Decémber, just prior to the start of the Pan—Amerlcan Flight. They
were on detached service during this perlod and bad an opporuunﬂty to ass ist in the
preparations for the big fiight,

MaJOr John C. McDonnell formerly in comnand of the 88tn Squadron at Wright
Field, and who was recentlﬂr in commqnd of 4the Air Corps troops at Camp Anthony Wayne,
Fhiladelphia, returned to Wright Field for a few days in December. He has been
aoslgned as Air Officer for the 3rd Corps-Area at Baltimore, - Md.

Lieut. C.W. O'Connor ferried a iMartin Bomber to Rockwell Field, leav1ng Wright
Field on December 7+h. Hs returned in an C-2 from Santa Monica, Calif.. .

Ephraim Harding, a valued- employee of the Engineering Department, died on ﬂec.
6th as a result: of an automobile accident. Mr. Harding had worked in the machine

- shop since 1918, being one of the oldest employees in DOlnt of service.

Lieut., M N. Stewart expects to leave for the Conal Zone in the mext two -inonths.

Lieut. 5.G. Frierson was appcinted Post Adjutant, succeeding Liegut. R.A. Dunn.

Major A.W. Roblns has the highest individual-game (236) in bowling at the Post
Gymnasium alleys up to Dec. 29th, Mrs. Robins has' the. highest individual game among
the ladies - 191, The seven highest’ averages for offlcers, ladies, enlisted men
and civilians dre given below, viz:

Lieut. Bartron, 165; W.0, brewcr, 163, ilajor Robins, 158 ‘Lieut. Hamlin,157;
Lieut. Niergarth, 151; Lt. Stewart,.151; Capt. Leaughlin, 145. Ladies -~ Mrs. Rob1n$,
136; Mrs,. Myers, 129; Mryg. Brown, 127 hrs. Ritchie, 121, Mrs, Ahl brand, 118; brs.
Van Pelt, 116; Mrs. Bennet+ 115, Fnllsteo men - Stevens, 172; Nigbie, 163; S?er-
man, 160; Britrh 156 ; 1elemelr, 155; Flynn,.154; McLelland, 156. ClVll;aﬁ -

Van Pelt, 170; s‘tep,he,ns 170; Ahlbrand 148, Wllllams, 147; Reed, 143; Harris, 137;
Brewer, 136.

France Fleld , Panama Cansl Zone. . -

Bad November. weather falled to nalt the many act1v1txes going on ‘ot France
Field, as our fllers carried out many Cro ssecountry flights and meny suvecessful mis-
sions with other branches of the Army. November Gown here .is gererally considered
by old timers and weather prophets as being Panama's worst month, due t0 the many

heavy rains, tropical thunder showers and sudden changes in climate.
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The weather is so changvable and pecullar here’ durlng certaln tlmee in. November that'
an observer might glance at the sky for weather conditions and .find a bedutiful clear
sky with the sun shining Brightly and an unobstructed vision for miles. Within the
short space of 15 or 20 minutes the- same observer might. find himself completély sur-
rounded by heavy black clouds, his vision being completely cut off with a dowmpour
of rain so terrific as to meke him run for cover. As an illustration of these pe~
culiar rains, the write> has seen it cloudy over one side of the street or road with
a dowmpour of rain ext ending only half way across, with the’ sun snlnlng and the
street perfectly dry on the other half.

There appears to be certain periods at this time of the season when thick black
rain-clouds seem to move up to just a certain spot or line as though same had been
accurately measured for thom, dreop their cargo of water and driit -away.

Since his arrival hera our Post Comrander, Col.Fisher, has been .caught in the
air twice by these tro opical ralnatozms end was forced to 1and at -small emergency
landing fields within thres or four miles of the France Field a*rdrome. o _

Regardless of the rain and tad weather, the 7th Observation’ Squadron‘hee kept
busy. In addition to regular training in bombing, cross-country, gunuery, radio,
etc., 15 Coast Artillery m1051one ware euccessfally carried out with the Coact De-
fesnes of Cristobal and Balboa. Actual firing was carried on bv §-inch rifles, 12-
inch mofrtars and l4-inch rifles at towed targets, ranging fromw eigh to eighteen
thousand yards out at sea, Durlug each missicn, two-way radic was successfully .
carried out. The observers executing these missions were Lleuts. Qanxleld Hubch-
ins, Howard, McHugo, Uowman Bushey and Williams.

Twice éach week, ‘the Tth Squadron carried out two-way radio. test missions with
Navy seaplanes; 5CR 73 and SCR. 134 +ransm1tt1nd sets beﬂng used with airplane super=-
heterodyne receivers. These missions were carrled on for tralnlng purposes and
‘were of much value to both servises.

.On Nov, 29th the Squad:on carried out missions durlng the morrlng "and night.

In the execution of minor joint exercises between the Harbor Defense of Cristobal,
the Panama Canal "Air Forces ‘and the Navy, the duty of +he Air Force was to locate
and report by radic ehemy subnarwnes which were ELmulatlng an attack ‘on the Atlan-
tic entrance to the Cenal.” Some of ths submé¥ines were located and reported while
completely submerged. A plane took offiat 6:30 and patrolled the water area along
the Atlantic’ entrance to the Canal until 9:30 P M., reportlng the 1ocat10n of eub-
marines as far as ten miles out at sear.

. The 24th Squedron, besides carrying out 9 missions with the Antl—Alrcraft was
busy with regular trelnlng in radio. and buzzer practlce, lectures for officers on
Air Corps subjects, special instruction for enlisted men in electricity,. airylare
rigging, -engines, magneuos,'carbureuors and armament, aerlal guqnery, bomblng, for-
wation, crossscountry and regular test flights. '

The 25th Squédron, in ad ition to .carrying out 12 tracking and tow. target mis-
sions with the Anti-Aircraft, was busy.with regular garrison duties, such .as- radio
and buzzer pnactlce, special instruction in radio equipment, lectures for officers
on Air Corps subjects, school for’ non-commissioned cfflcers,,sp\01a1 dnstruction for
enlisted classes in alrplane armament, transmission; tactical training, camera obe
scura, formatlon flying and the w1nn1ng of the 1nter-squadron baseball 1eague pen-
nant,. :

The 63rd Squadron performed assembly, salvage, repeir and inspection of air-
craft, regular shop work, overhauling motors and equlpment, regu7ar test flights
and cross-country flighis,

The 12th Photo Section, being somevhat hamperedaln it s aerla] work due o bad
weather conditions, carried on the 1nstructlon of claeses in. theoretlﬂal and prac-
tical photographic work. ) o

A total of 63 missiong were carried out by all equadrons w1th:other branches of _
the service during the month, as foTlcws.‘ 11 with the Coast Artillery Harbor Da=-
fense of Balboa and Crlotobal 11 missions operating with Infaniry BrlgadGS. regi-
ments and separate batuallons, 7 commun1ca+1on test patrols and 21 missions witn the
anti-aircraft units, tracklng and tow;ng targets for antl-axrcraft machlne gun
“firin

galn hampered pOot athletics, but some very good 1nter-soua4ron baseball games:
were played, The inter-squadron- 1eague seriesnfinished wiih the 25%h being declared
champions, winning six of the seven games played. The 25th is sccn to be presented
with a beautiful 31lver cup as a. rewnrd. . It was due to the exeallent pltchlng of
Lieut, Baton, backed up by a very fast 1nf1e1d that the 25th was able to romp
home with the bacon, without ever being preseed very hard by any of the other
squadrons,
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Three i - the TFrance Field fighters won bronze medals as a result of'their'°€

forts in the inter-post and Tepartuent buxing tournament, vizy Stafi Sgt. Rante
L.Bose, R5th Sqgdn,, as poct fbﬂuh“IWPl@lt Fvt. John M. quhar, 62rd Sqdén., as. jgs*‘
bantamweight’, and Corp. Charles Witt, 7th 3adn., as vost lightweight,

The Denartmenu Commander congratulated the participants and the entire comnand
on the interest and enthusiasm displeyed and upon the manner in whlch the tourndrent
was.conducted and broyght .to a successful conclusion.

Officers and enlisted men uelccted 10 represent France Fleld in the Departmcnt
small arms competition in rifle and pistol shooting to be held at Fort Clayton, Canal
‘Zone, commencing Dec., 14th, were Liéut. Harrison Crocker, 63rd Sqdn.; Stafi Sgt. Don-
"ald ‘Herb, 7th Sqdn.; 5taff Sgt. Malcolm Uhl, 24th Sqdn.; Sgt. Dale Thomas, 63rd Sqdn.
and Pvt. Omar McMinn, .25th Sgdn. These men began intensive training in the- hope of
Leing able’'to uphold the fine shooting reputaticn. of France Field.

o Many changes, both ir commissionéd and enlisted persounel, are still’ g01ng on.,
Capt. Connell,.Lieuts. Evans, 0tt and Keenely returned from leave; Major J.W, Jones,
after three busv yedrs' as P*st Operations Officer, departed for station at Langley
Field, Va:; Lieut. Boyd has not been heard from - he is seeing the 31ghts of London
and Paris; Lieut. Fernsten left for Brooks Field, also Lt. Raley; . Curry for Fori
Crockett; Lt. Morgan for Kelly,; Lt. Minter for Selfridge; and Lt vQM Robbins for
Rockwell. Twenty-six recruits reported for assignment. Master. Sgt Carducci‘and
Staff Sgt. Scott reported, the former being assigned +to,the 12th Photo. ‘Saction and
the latter to the 63rd Sqda. Carducci comes back'as a repe ter hav1ng prev1ously
put in & "hitch" at France Field. '

The Post Headquarters building was sllghtly modlfleu to care for:the addltlonal
office force requlred by late changes. Major R.M. Jones still holds the chair ns Ex-
ecutive Officer; Lit. 0.X. RObOlPS the Adjutant; Lt. Cumberpatch, Personnel Adjutant;
Tech. Sgt. W .D. Lucy, Post Sgt. Major and Staff Sgt. Herman, Personnel Sgt. Major,
Lieut, Dale V. Gaffney took -over the duties of Operatlons Officer, relieving Major
J.W. Jones. He is well qualified-to fill this position, having previously held.down.
the Job both 'at France Field and stations in the States prior to his coming to France
Field. Lieut, Zane and Master Sgt. Wejdowicz are running the Panama Air Depot and
the Air Corps. Supply, while Capt. Connell and Chief Clerk. Staff Sgt ‘Rush are making. -
things run smoothly in the. mrglneerlﬁg Office.. Papaalﬂ Connell is also' commanding
the 63rd: Sqdn.’, with Sgt. Celvert as lst Sgt, . McHugo is commanding ‘the "7th Sqdn
with Sgt. Brainard as lst Sgt. Capt. W. Pandolph, in command of the 25tH $qdn., has

"Sgt. Smith as lsti Sgt. Lieut., Rodezlck 0tt commands the 24th Pursuit Sqdn., with:
Sgt’. Roberts ag lst Sgt. I%. McDonald is commanding the 12th Photo- Section; Lt. Ken—
nedy is acting Post Quaut#rma"xﬂr ‘and Lt. Schuneider, Post Signal Officer, Major Bev-
erley, being the only Surgeor on the field, is kept.on the go most of his.time.

Two Flying Cadets, John H, Jones from Mitchel Field and Harold C. Beedle from
Selfridgé. Field récently arrived were, it being the first time in the history of
France Field that a flying cadet wes ordered here for station. THEy-are at present
living and messing at the Officers' Club and were warmly received by all.. They both ,
appear anxious to get back into the seddle and do some fly;ng. -As Kipling would ex- .
press it - "If these boyo like. the flylng game “they have an unllmlted fleld of op-
portunities in front of them "

There were many outing and social activities during the month both among of—
ficers 'and enlisted men - a number of excelient dances and dinner partles for-the
officers and'their families at the Hotel Washington, Bilgray's Roof Garden and thée
Strangers' Club in the town of Colon. The enlisted men's social club conducted two
dances. in the big auditorium at the field which were well attended more than 500
being present at each.of these affairs.

A new wrinkle has been added to dinner partles known as the Treasure Hunt
Somebody hands out a clie that leads to other clues, resulting in final discovery
of buried treasure somewhere eight or tén miles from the place of the dinner party.:
France Field is not slow by eny means when it comes to auto racing to the scene of
the buried treasure, as it has now 58 privately-owned :oautomobiles on the post - all
nakes and types from the lowest Ford to the Cadillac and Lincoln.

Qur flying field proper was greatly improved by the corcrete ‘drainage dltch
now being constructed across the field, Work is also progressing very nlcely Upon
the construction of the new sets of non-comm1351oned officers' quarters.

Now that "Beaucoup" avigtion gas was received at the field, our next renort
will cover some injeresting cross-country hops over the interior of the Republic’ ‘of
Panema. This is the first shipment for France Field coming via the Pacific. The
tanker first dlschargea part of. its cargo on the Pacific side for the Penama Canal,
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then on the Atlantic S1de for. the Panama Canal. and finally at Coco Sola into the
pipe llne for France F;elu. -

For+ Crockett, Galveston Texas: January Sth. (Third Attack Group) (, . L/&i//

Two Dougles O 2 planes efter underﬁ01nv overhaul at +the San Antonio Air In
termedlete Depot _are,now ready for . delivery to this station and will shortly be
exchanged for two more to be sent for overhaul. .The Loening Amphlblan COA-1 ‘as~
signed to the;3rd Attack Group as a rescue ship is also undergoing owerhaul and is
expscted to b6 returrnd within a. few weeks.. . The Douglas transport "C-1-has been in
dlmost constant use since its a9519nment 4o ‘this station. The TA-6 Huff-ﬁaland
which was used, almost exc1u31vely by the Commandlug Officer, is at present being.
used for transltlon for- other pilots, while Mdjor Laokland has adopted one of the
new Curtiss 0-1lls,. three .of which .were assigned to the Group for tactical use. Twol
Jennys for the. use of Reserve officers, Junior Alrplane pilots and for the examin-
ation of.new Ji.A.Pls are also assigned. The remalnlng shlps,'all Douglas 0-2's, as-
signed .as the. tactlca1+plene of the -Attack Group are mountee at present wmth arma-
ment- equipment and are being used in deily training. .
The Group is in the midst of its tralnlng season , conducting for 'all pllops,
according to schedule,*reCOnnalssance missions, formatlon flylng, aerlaL machlne
gunnery and, later, bombln PntaT,
» Great interest,is belna takeﬂ An preparatlon for the A1r "Corps machine gunnery
and ‘bombing , competltlon and the sprlng manéuvers, It is expected that the entire-
flying personnel and eoumomert of ~the Group Wlll oartxclpate, leavlﬂg enough of—_
ficers to conduct. nece"sery oost act1v1tles. ,
‘Under Capt. Joseph H. D“v1oson Operatlons Officer, the Group is receiving
training which wxll énable our pllots to carry off their usual honors' in 1927, des
spite the strenuous perlod ox consuructlon the lack of facmlltles and other
obstacles. DR
Throughout the move 10 Fort Crockett and 1ts resultlng dlfflcultles of - rehe-
bilitation and of.building its own necessities, the fact that the 3rd Attack Group
is. primarilya:flying organlzatlon was never. lost sight of, even when a large per=
.centage of- its men, were- doing ‘manual labor in filling holes,’ herdlng cattle off the
field to enable a plane to.land, bulldlng shelter, éte. In addition to regular fly-
ing training,.the. entlre personnel attends ‘school’ ddily - the men in’ profes31onal
subjects .and the; pilots in subjecis pecullar to flyihg and, attack av1at10n, as well
as intensive courses in the Courts Martlal Manual, etc.' _
- 8ix flying cadets and one Reserve officer are preparlng to take the spec1a1
examination for appointment in the Régular Army.
' Cross-country fllghts are participated 1n by all pllot“ insofar as the gasollno
allowance will permit.| S
© Among .ex tended cross-country fllghts engaged in by Third Attdck Group pllots

during the past few months are: Lieut. G.A Mcqenry, in a Douglas 0-2 to San Diego,
‘Calif.; 'and return; 2nd Lt, H.M, Turner in an 0-2. to Des Moznes, Iowa, and return,_
Capts~J-.H. Davmdson, in an 0-=2 . uO McCook Fleld actlng a's 8 menber of ‘d Board of

Attack Aviation to Bolling Field and, return; 2nd Lt. H.W. Anderson in an 0-2 to -
Missoula Montana, and return; 2nd Lt G.Co McGlnley, Douglas ¢-1"to McCook Fleld

with Capt..J<H. Dav:deon st Lt. G.A. MrHenry, 2nd Lts. H.S. Vandenberg, ‘AL, '
Bump,Jr: and H.,M. Turner.as: passengers,.the 1a ter returnlng to Fort Crockett pl-
lotingthree. Curtiss O-1 planes,,.0one. O—ZB and one 0-2C; 2nd Lt. John ¥, ‘Guillet, . |
Fort. Crockett to Kelly Field.as.passenger, in €1, Kelly Field to Bolling Field in ©
'DH-4M2, Bolling to McCook Field in Fokker C0-4 and McCook to Fort Crockett in-

Douglas :0-2;:2nd-Lt, H.W..Anderson, in Pougles C=l with 7 passengers to_ Chanute

Field vis: Kelly Field axd return, . oL

Lieut, H.S: &andenberg, Asst Operatlons Olflcer, was for several weeks on . -
detached.service. at Kelly Field with a Curtlss 0—1 partlclpatlng 1n the operatlons\ﬁr
connected with the motion picture "Wings". \k\

-~ Lieut. Gharles Mci. Robinson, 3rd.Attack, Grou ' is on detached serv1ce as pljij//
lot and supply- officer. of.the. Pan—Amerlcan Fllght. oo ’

Christmas. holldeys for the,Group and- all o*her personnel at Fort Crockett exm
tended from reveille, Dec, 24th until revellle, Jan. 3, 1927, w1th ‘only such nec=
essary work as guard, care of airplanes and eguipment being performed Advantage
was taken by all hands of liberal passes and hollday furloughs to visit relatlves
and friends at other pleces. , '

‘A Christmas tree was held at the Serv1ce Club for all chlldren of the pest.

It was sponsored by Mrs. Katherine Lackland, Major Lackland's mother, who, acstebed
23 V-5334, A.C,
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by other ledies of the post, put forth untlrlng effort resultlng in‘an a*+“ac4 2
Chrictmas Eve party thoroughly enjoyed by all members of the post, particcierly b
the youngsters, for each of whom Santa Claus, in the person of Lleut. John L
Hitchings, had a substantial’ gift. ' -

Christmas dinners in the Squadrons of’ +he Attack Grouo surpassed anythlng vet
seen in.the superior messes of the orgenization, not™ even being rivalled by the ex~
cellent dinners of Thanksgiving ‘and’ of O"ganlzatlon Day, Sept. 13, 1926, whlch have
gone down in the history of +ihe Group's food- conoisseurs., N

The 60th Serv1ce Scuadron mess, under the able direction of 'the Master Mess Sgt
Wm. F, Feiertag, was get under a falling snow storm simulated by thousands of 8USm
pended cotton balls. mingled with Chrlstmas decoratlons. ] :

The 8th Aitack Squadron Ness, conducted by Mess Sgt. RiC. Shlreman, was deco-
rated as a magnlflclent Christmas Palace, with' multiple Christmas trees. . t ]

The 90th Atiack Squadron Mess (Mess Sgt, Daniel Stone) was-beautifully done as .-
a_Hollday Lodge, with the Squadron Christmas Tree. flanked by'.old fashioned fireplaces.

The Group. Commander, Wwith his steff' énd invited guests from the’ Galveston Chame~
ber of Commerce, 1nspected the ‘messes et noon, and 301ned with the organizations at
dinner, where all famllles of offlcers and enllstéd men were entertamned as. squadv.
ron guests. : ‘

On Nov, lzth and 13th an 1nspect1ng party, composed of Hon. F Trubee Davmson,
Asst, Sec. of War; Brig,s«Gen. James E. Fechet, Asst. Chief of Air Corps, and Brigi-.
Gen, Wm.E . Glllmore visiteéd Fort Crockett and the Third Atteck Group, giving a icom=
plete inspection to all points and activities on the station. " - Soom after their
arrival by air from Kelly Field they attended a w11d ‘goose ‘and duck ‘lunchieon: ‘8t the
Officers' Mess, followed by a ground review of the troops of the Third -Attéck - -Group.
They were then met by membérs of the Galveston: Chamber of Commerce and shown " verious
points of military interest by automoblle and boat,. partlcularly the opportunltles T
toward development of the San Jacintb nilitary reservatxon .48 an Air Base, The Asst.
Secretary of Wakr and the two. general offlcers were, house guests of Major Lackland
while at the post.,, - . AT

On Nov, 13th an.aerial and attack demonstratlon was held near the airdrome for
the Lnspectlng part&, followed by a luncheon in the. ¢ity given by Mr,.I.H, Kempner.
Early -in the afternbon the members of the party were transportéd to Kelly.Field by
Attack Group pilots in the three netw Curtiss 0~1 planes belonging to the Group, -

The Nnn—commisembned Offmcers of the Group gave a dance for their members and
guests which proved to be. éne. of. the soomal functions of the season on "the post.

Two dances for, enlisted persoﬁhel of the post were held at.the hall room and gym-
na51um, both of which were largely attended and thoroughly enjoyed‘ T

-
o

Post Fleld Fort Sill) Oklau Jenuery 124H. ° L e

The chief toplc of couversatlon among the' Alr Corps personnel at th;s atatlon
during the past two weeks ‘has been “#fhere ‘Bo We Go From Here", caused by the un—«.:
official report that‘the ‘44th Observatlon Squadron will be transferred from Fort.
511l in June, Thms uncertalnty has been ‘domewhat dimlnlehed by newspaper reports
that Kelly Field, Texas will ‘be our dest1nat10n. B L

Two Reserve Offlcers Capt. B:s, Graham and Lt, J.G. Halzllp, both of Norman. -
. Okla., completed 15 days"actlve duty traxnlng on Jans 5th. On the morning of'the
“last day of training Lleut Haizlip staged about the ‘dizziest exhibition of stunt
flying seen here for. many a day. ‘Flying a Waco plane owned by Capt, Graham end .
himself, he. .gave conclu51ve ‘proof of his ability as a pilot, and at tlmes the way
. he maneuvered the ship was posmtlvely uncanny. f ‘ : S -

Ten days of civil life was endugh for our parachute junping cebebrlty, Prlvate
George W. Wehling, who, was discharged. and rebnlisted last month, He got as:ifar as
New Orleans, La. before being overcome by ‘homésickness or shortage of fiunds, or per-
haps both, and decided to return to the fold Any way he 1s now back 1n the para- :
chute department. )

Staff Sgt. Wm, F. Conroy returned last week from detached service at the Alrwayf
station at Fort Worth, Texas, .Bill, didn't ueem very well pleased, but is bearing
- up well. Inc1dentally, whlle at Fort Worth he 301ned the "Army Thet- ‘Never Won a
Battle" with a life sentence in the Matrlmonlal Disciplinary Institution, -

The magorlty of the enllsted men of the 44%th Squadron appear to be very well
pleased with the proposed transfér 1o Kelly Field and apparently there will be no
general exodus by, purchase or transfer to evoid going. Perhaps the pleasurablc an-
ticipation of getting to.a warmer clime lS responsmble “due to the' cold weather we

have experienced recently. o ’
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Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.H.

The Department Commander, Maj.-Ger., E.M, Lewiz, made his annual:inspecticn
of Whesler Field rescently end announced that the soldiers of Wheeler Ficld wave
the best dressed of any in the Hawaiian Department, also that Wheeler Field and
one other organization had shown the mos®t marked general improvement of all troops
in the Department. The results of our ihspection were very gratifying to all and
Justify the .hard work and painstaking plans that won the approval of the Department
Commander. Preceding the inspection of the field, an inspection and review of
the ‘Squadron on foot was held under the command of Capt. Signer. -

Due to the annual inspection and inclement weather, little flying activities-
were engaged in, only one ficld artillery mission being reported,  The balance was
routine and airdrome flying, including parachute tests during which all parachutes
at this ficld were tested with dummy weights. - :

Recently a three-ship flight took off at 9:35 A.M. for the Island of Maui
enid a slight downpour of “"Liquid sunshine". Afted three minutes the flight had
reached clear sky and proceeded to climb toward Honolulu and Diamond Head, gaining
altitude to cross the channel t6 Molokai. The flight consisted of Lt, Fey as
pilot with Lieut. 0'Connellas observer, .leading; Capt. Signer with Corp. Niemann
as mechanic; Lieut. Wood with Corporal Morris as radio operator. The channel
between Oahu and Molokai was crossed at 8,000 feet with & head wind of approximate-
1y 30 miles.par hour. The near shore of Molokai was. visible from above Koko Head
though the greater part of the island was covered with clouds. The flight arrived
over the coast of liolokei at 10:15 and was forced to descend below the clouds to

- about 6,000 feet, skirted thc southern shore line and crossed the channel between
Molokai and Maui at about 7,000 feet. Maui was covered with clouds at an altitude
of about 5,000 feet, - From the east coast of Molokai, Mt. Hazleakala on Maui and
Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa on Hawaii could be seen sticking up through the clouds,
The clouds at this point presented = very vivid and beautiful picture, The flight
landed at Kehului Field at 11:20 A.M. The radio ship kept in communication with
Pearl Harbor'at 2ll times. The flight took off from Kahului Field seferal days
later at 9:10 A.M, after the radio ship had been insthe air checking in with
Pearl Harbor for 20 minutes. Clouds forced the flight down to about 5,000 feet
crossing channel between Maui and Molokai. A strong tail wind was blowing and the
2li€ht made the return trip in oné hour, landing at Wheeler Field at about 10:15 A.
M, ‘ : ' ’

Lieuts, B.T. Castor, R.L. Williamsén aand C.S, Thofpe’joined the orggnization.
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YOL.. XI - . ATR__CORPS NZWS . NO. B
Information Division , =~ .. . : ' ‘ _ . Munitions Building
Air Corps . . R February 17, 1927 __Washingtion, D.G,

The Chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero=
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army;.Reserve Corps, Natiomal Guard,
and others connected with-aviation., . =~ = - - -

: - ' : ‘ =000 === '

* HON, ¥, TRUESE DAVISON, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF'WAR;’/f” e
DISCUSSES PROMOTION PROBLEMS IN THE AIR CORPS.

The following statement; .explaining fhe'plight in which commissioned officers
in the Army Air Corps are finding themselves due to promotion difficulties, and
outlining the provisions of the Wadsworth Bill, was made recenmtly by Hon. F. Trubee
Davison, Assistant -Secrstary. of War:. - N ' ' ,, '

As a member of the Board. convened by the Secretary of War; my intérests have
been to further our mational defense generally but more particularly in the Air
Corps, the branch for which I have a primary responsibility.” =
4 It-is generally admitted that the rules fér formation of the promotion 1iSt‘
haver worked to:the disadvantage of many Air Corps officers. The knowledge of this
new arm and the policies governing its development durihg the war were hazy and
variable. ‘For various .reasons, numerous officér candidates for air service were
held: in training many months. before being commissioned. There are some 400 officers
now in the Air Corps whose candidate periods in excess of 3 months have causedthen

&

2 8

to be in submerged positions. on the promotion list., .

T UAdr Corbs Bfficiency Affected. . B

~ Not only are officers adversely affected as individuals but the efficigncy of
the Air Corps is menaced by the segregation of many of its junior officers in lqwer.
parts of the list, in lieu of .the more uniform distribution throughout the 1ist”th&&
should.-obtdin, . - B ,

.- I have een particularly.interested in all proposed plans for improving ‘the
personnel situation of the Air Corps. I have  inquired particularly into ‘the effects
of "the plans in the Air Corps itself. It must be borns in mind that there is an
established*relation of the 400 former aviation candidates not only to World War
officers in other branches but alsc to some, 200 other officers in the air service.
Any change in the pesition of these former candidates necessarily affects both
relations. oo L R a Lo

-

, - N - Can 't Remeﬁv‘All’Injusticeé, o .

Much as I would like to see.a remedy for the disadvantage under which these
Air Corps officers are placed,.I am convinced that any changs in the promotion list
for their benefit alone .could not be bensficial. Justice would require that numerc:s
other injustices, both in the Air Corps and in other branches, be corrected at “he
same time. The studies presented indicate that no satisfactory or practicable met.ind
of doing this has ‘been suggested nor is there any promise of ever devising such a
method. . .. = L e e S o

Assuming that it were.practicable to correct ‘only the injustice incident to
prolonged candidate training, T have foimd serious objections to all remedies.

suggested, These objections are based on the belief that they would cause ‘upheavals
and -violent changes of the existing order in the Air Corps itself;” changes that, I
fear, would be inimical to the interests of the Corps and would prodiice an arrange-
ment of its officers no more satisfactory than thé present. '

o Proposals_Investigated.

Among the remedies investigated were the following: Crediting some 400 Air
Corps officers with the actual time in excess of 3 mcuths they were in training fqr
commissions; crediting these same officers .with the average excess time they were-
in training, or, assigning these’ officers to running mates for promotion., It was
- found that any of these remedies would produce new inequalities and new injustices. -
- None of them would be productive of a materially improved distribution of Air Corps

officers on the promotion list. Any of ‘them would materially improve the present
‘deplorable promotion.prospects of some 400 Air Corps officers but none would estab!’
lish a satisfactory rate of flow of promotion. ’ '
.- Plan Averts Stagnation. . .

In the Air Corps, as in other branches, the. primary trouble is not the relati-.

order in which officers stand for promotion. It is the stagnation in promsticn wi .
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which off.junior officers are confronted.

The plan before Congress to avest this sbagnation would, in general, do much
more than any proposed change in the promotion list to give junior Air Corps officer.
fair prospects of promotion. This factor has largely influenced me in the conclusio:
that changes in thé promotion list should not be considered at this time and that
our energies should be directed toward a more effective relief for our junior‘office

v Proniotions Now Remote. ' - ‘

Promotion prospects of junior Air Corps officers as-nqw;forecastedfare deplor-
able. First Lieutenants who entered the service during the War will reach the grade
of Captain after from 1 to 12 years more of service. These .same officers will becof
Majors after from 18 to 24 more years of services officers who are now Captalns wil
spend from 4 to 18 more years in that grades ) _ ' o

The plan laid before Congress contemplates promotion to the grade of Captainm uw. -
on completion of 10 years of pommissioned éervice..'In.lQBV and 1928 these First
Licutenants who entered the service during the World War would be ‘due to receive this
merited promotion, their present prospect of p%omotion'being,impfqved by ds.much as
10 years in some cases. This is far better for the greater number than any .benef it
inat would accrue from changes of their position on. the Promotion List. =

o . Will Accelerate promotion. Lo o o

Similarly,'the proposeéd plan;willigccglgrate“promotiop to the grade%of:Majoruqy :

as much as 10 or 12 years in many instances. I Cot Toe o

i

The adoption of the proposed plan would largely eradicate the inequalities due
40 excess candidate sérvice;j Thé'pfomotibn of former candidates with respect to
other officers would be delayed only the actual tihe in excess of B'moqths~fhat they '
were in training. At the. present time this delay of a few weeks or mowths in being.
-commissioned is.magnified into a ‘delay of ‘montis and years in promotion.- Thus the -
proposed plan would larpgely correct this alleged injustices - T

R ' Would Tncrease Field Officers. . =

Eventually the provosad plan will assist in relieving the shortage of field
officers in the Air Corps.. It willyacce}erate'the-promotion of present Air Corps
officers into field grade.’ o L S C B T

The proposed plan would cstablish an approXimate parity in the rates of promo-
tionxin.the,ﬁrmy and Navy. This is of particular importance with reSpecﬁ to flying
officers. .Without such a parity;’thereAcannot~bé harmonious and coordinate develop-
ment of our military and naval Air components. ) o ' T

oL Bffects Separate Lists. . ) : . : '

Tt would mot be fair o the committee, the Air Corps, or to myself were I to
create the <impression that the plan before Congregs is .a complete remedy for all the
personriel difficulties of the Air Gorps. Probléms peculiar to the Alr Corps will
confront us from time to time. Only insofar as these problems cannot be met by
administrative means, or by measures of -general application, should special legis- .
lation be resorted to. S ConT e ‘

Tt appears advisable at present tp preserve the status of .Alr Corps persommél
as an integral part of the 'single Promotion List of ‘the Army, avoiding disparity
in promotion. . B o o '

oo w1y study Results. L *

The plan evolved will accomplish this. At the same  Lime, it should go far
toward remedying our present major. difficulties in +he. Air Corps. . It has the
effect of croating a separate promotion list for each vranch -of the Arfly, since

!

~

promotion withiin the Air Corps would be. entirely independent of the promotion =
ctuation in the other-branches of the service. Whén the plai Bas been thoroughly
tried and when further experience has crystallized our views as té the needs of the
Air Corps, some further action may he nocessary. o o : N
13

- wem0 0O~

“THE_WADSWORTE_BILL

On December 22, 1926, following clogely upon receipt by Congress of the repoi’
from the Secretary of War on thé promotion situation in the Army, a bill was intro-
duced in the Semate, by United States, Senator James V. Vadsworth, Jr., Chairman of
the Semate Committee on Military Affairs., This Bill providés for a radical depait -
ure from the present and past system of promotion of officers of the Army and it ic
dosigned primarily to establish an equiteble, normal and progressive promotion for
the Army officer from the date he receives his commission.as ond Licutendant uatil
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‘ cluoed 1+s ‘hearings and. favoraoly reportéd thO'Elll as revised, to the Senate on

:1tary Affairs Committee may be analized as follows:
- nuzter 6f officers ‘of the Army, the number of general oiflcers and the number: of

":upon completlon of 3ears of comm1s51oned service as follows: .

- b L A : . ., . l'
T e P T2y Trrad

- Secand Lloutenant o B - Flrat bﬁeutenanu Lo e 3.
-E&mtlamﬂmmnu o L DR &@t&n e Tl A E 10
Captain . - e s Mager o T T
. Majer.-. 0 & - Lievtemant-Colémel . © T - . " 23,
 'L1eutenant-Colonel D Coldned '~ . . e '28

. not/; hence the- schedule of prometion-is. zbt only jvsd and reasonable but is without
‘apprecmable cost.’ The one eAceptlon_1s the promotion firom second lleutenant to first

' vears.the advarce .of these young. offlcers from'a base pay of $1, 500 per yearrto a
" base . 'pay of $2,000 per year. :This p;omotlon and the accompanying increase in pay
will correspond t0 ‘that now obcalnlng in the szy. It is deened hlﬁhly desirable as

--necessary to do this.

. 28 years of service to be pramOued., leltatﬂons in othnr grades are deemed unneces-

‘remain in the latter grade at least three-ye ars ksiore boing promoted,. netwithstand-

he termimatos his mllltary career anﬁto ovnicnme the p*osnectlve 8 agnation conf rowt -~
ing offlcers commissioned during +the We»ld War period.
Trhe Senste Committec on Military ‘Al ‘Tairs to which the Blll was referred ‘con-

Febo 5, 1927, with strong statement urging its 1mmed1ate adoptnon.
, _ANATYSTS OF BILL.
The provlslonq of the Wadswartn Till as favorably repbrted by the Senate Mll—-

~ Section l P"OVLdea that offlcors af’ecued by the b111 ‘be known and desmgn&tea
as "Pf"mﬂ jon-list" officers, -the total nuaher fo0 be as now provided by law, and the
disirisusion in the varlous F*ades in lieu of flved numbers now prescrlbeo to be
such. as results from a system of promotlon according to, 1ength of service. The total

cfflce*s of, the Medical Department and chaplains remains unchanged.
The . total‘autqorwzed number of officers" will be 12,402 wheh-all 1ncrements nd r
+he Al“ Corps act gre -completed. of these 10,863 will be promotion-list officerss
“Section 2 Provides that in general, offwcers be -promoted from grade to gra%?

From oo o e

i

- N — of services

; _ N
" With one éxcéption: these promotions are coordlnatedawlth 1ncreases in pay now

prov1ded by -law; the officers will receive the increase, in pay whether promoted or

lieutenant after three years of service.. This dccelerates w not mers than two

the pay of these officers is now inadequate and is causing iarge nuﬂbers 01 excel—
Tent second. lisutenants to resign from the Army for financial reasons.- '

The section further provides thdt the service to be creditad for promotlon
shall bhe as at present. It maintains the present relative order s Tixed by the pro-
motion list and in some 1nstances credlts offlcers Wluh the. constructlve serv1ce

. The sectin fur+her p“ovvdes l*mltatlons upon nromotlons oo that the aggregate
number of officers in grades above captain shall: not fall below 26 par cent-and
shall not rise above 40 per cent of-the total number:of pronotzon-ll 3t offlcers.,
Also the number-of colormle shall not fall below 4 per - cent ‘por rise above 6 per
cent of the ‘authorized total. '

' The minimum 1limits‘will assure- the numbers needad to meet organlzat:onal ro~-
qvlrements and the maximum- llmlus will permit promotions 50 far as practicable ac-
cordﬁng to. the presorlbed scnedale. Under these prcvlolons the aggregate numberrof
colonels, lxeutenant-colonels and majors Twill vary be*ween Limilsef 2,824 and 4, 345,
the mlnlmum being exceeded only when there-are ‘captains “of mors than 17 years: °f
service to be promoted, S¢m1larly the number of coloviels will vary between 434 and
651, the minimum being excésded only when thers are lieutenarti-colonels of more than

sary and undesirables ' i
" Due to the leltatﬂon 01 40 per cent some captalns may not become majors urtll_
they have served nore than 20 years. Ih such cases 1u is dcemad desirable that ther

ing they have completed more than 23~ years of envxne -~ the service normall* reguir=-
ed for promotion to the grade of llQUu&Flﬂf*bGlO“Glo ‘This provi smcn Mll; not affect
the pay of such officérs and will not delay their later n;ometlon to-the grade of
colonel; it will merely serve to equallze thelr ‘service in the grades of maJor and
‘lieutenant-colonel,

. Section 3: This sectlon ‘amends the present law for plac1ng officers in Class
B by providing that the record of each Court of Inquiry should be forwarded to the
Final Classification Doard for consideration and.after such consideration, the
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finding of said Classification Board is made final and not subject o further re-
vision, At present the burden of reviewing the finlinze of 7.2 Board is thrown up-
on the President. This prevision relieves him of thls auty.. .

Section 4: This section comtinues in full force and effect all prior provi-
sions for termination of the active.service of promotion-list officers. This covers,
of course, the reltirdment for age, the right to retire after forty yea?s;?erv1ce and
the privilege of retiring, at the discretion of the Presidert, after thrivy years
service. _ . R . o ’ . .

It. further provides that during each fiscal year, in the ngcret}on of the P?es‘
ident, not to excead one per cent of the ‘number of promotion-list offlce?s authorlz?k
by law during thé said fiscal year may be discharges or~retireq upon their own appli~
cations. This provision applies, however, only to officers originally appointed to
date from July 1, 1920 or prior theretoc. . ' ‘ A N

" This section provides further that a Board of General Officers shall conglder.
all applications received and shall thereafter recommend the officers o be dischar. -
ed or retired. In othe:r words, recommend those whose applications shoul§‘be approvec
or disapproved. This Board is directed to select, first, from among 9fflcers who )
anply for discharge with a cash allowance, and second, from among officers who appl:
foi transfer 40 the retired lisi. = . ‘ " . : A

It is also made the duty of this Board to recommend that officers wh? haye -
served more than thirty yéars, who, in the opinion of the Board ,shQu.ldi in tgg fﬁfv
terests of the Governmant, be retired from active service. Officers fa 11@8 in v 18
class are the only ones.who can be retired from active service without;maklng.apﬂll“
cation for retirement. This particular provision will therefors make it P?SSlble‘to
separate from the active list the one per cent of promotion-list officers in th?
event that a sufficient number of applications for such separation are not rece}ved.

In order that retirement laws may be.freely and fully administered aslﬁhg in=
terests of the Government dictate, resirictions due to having a limited retired list
of not to exceed- 350 are .removed by.abolishing said list and merging all retired
officers on one retired list. _ ' ) :

-Section 5:  This-section prescribes the compewsation of pfficers»dlscharged or
retired as supernumerary., ' < ST e

Officers of less than 10 years of commissioned service are,tg bq hOnOf@blY“dls“
charged with a cash allowance of $40 for each month of their commissioned service.
This allowance will vary between $3,840 and $4,800, depending upon length of service.

Officers of more than 10 and less than 20 years of commissioned service may, Il
accordance with the terms of their applicatipns,~either be discharged w11h:a caih
allowance of $40 for each month ~f servide or placed on the retired list with 25
per cent of active pay for each year of service with which they are qredlteg for pay
‘purposes. ‘The cash allowance in such cases will vary between $4,800 and $9,600.
The retired pay in such cases will vary between 1,380 and $2,600 and may be some=
what greater for officers having aggregate service credited for:pay purposes of moro
than 20 years. L B ' . R R oy

Officers of more than 20 years of commissioned service may, in accordance with
the térms of their“applications, either be discharged with a cash allowange-of $40
for each month of commissioned service or be placed on the retired.list.w;#h'3_Pef
cent of active pay for esach year-of-commissioned service. The cash allowance in sur
cases would be $9,600 for an officer of 20 years' service plus $480 for each addib3“
al year of service. The retired pay-in such.cases will vary between $2,340 and .44,.:
according to grade and length of service, .y : o

In no case 1ls retired vay to be less than 50 per cent of active pay nor more
than 75 per .cent of active nay. . . - : - .

The law under whitch officers were appointed July 1, 1920, when over 45 years of
age provided that when retired they receive retired pay at the rate of 4 per cent fo-
each year of commissioned service. - The bill provides that such officers, retired as
supernumerary be paid either according tc this statute or according to the general
rule applicable 1o all other officers, whichever is the more favorable to them.

-

(Y

GENERAL WFFRECT OF THE®BILL

Tt is obvious from the above analysis of this measure that its enactment into
law by Congress would materially remedy the existing unfortumate promotion outlook.
This measure as adopted by the Military Affairs Committee contains no provision for
the compulsory discharge or. retirement of officers from active duty other than the
authority now vested in the President by existing law, except in the case of -offi-
cers having completed 30 years serwice in which case the Presidert is authorized,
upen the recommendation of the Board of general officers, duly constituted, to ac-
celerate their retirement. The original bill introduced by Senator Wadsworth pro-
viding for the complilsory discharge or retirement, in the discretion of the Presi-
dent, of any officer in the Military servide,.regardless of length of service, was
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‘thus modified by-tke Commitﬁee aﬁd guch provision is elimimatéd from the bill,as‘nuw

boforo the Senate.

" The general e;fect "of this measurs .upon the officers in +hé ue*v1ce will be to
create a steady and progross¢ve syctem of promotion, whereby the young ‘officers en—
tering the service, gnd those officers now in the sewrvice, may expect a stoady a
unrotarded advaqce into the higher grades, commensurate upon their length of service
and rmilitary experience, with excellent prospects of terminating their military ca- .
reers pOSSessoro of tne n1ghost n11¢tﬂ1y rank. 1t is. p0531ble for the governmeht‘to
bestow, ' A . ) . -

. . 'l>.~ L .. ) ""““OOO“"‘F"‘ ' . ,

e © THE -PAM-AMERICAN FLIGHT. - /
Hasty Notes made with réference to the First Di"ision.
' By Major He &7 Darguc, Fllght Commande:

Tho Firsi DﬂVlolon'of our TFlight has been successfully completed and I feel we
are owor oas of Lhe blgﬂesu humpes of our cémplete journsy. We have. had a little haue -
luck, but I nac<wol that we did net lese ong or more planes . w1th the terrible condi-
tions that we had to face inm sovérel parts of ouf +trip. . The skill of the pilots .is .~
certainly the only thing that has saved the planes at many.of the places we have - beok
A skipping moter, coupled with altitude, bumpy air, and a heavy load caused our only
real ‘delay at Guatemala City. I am gldd in a way. 3t was the Flag-ship, the NEW YORK,
and not one of the other planes. I had to whip the problam of cur departure from
that fleld by adoptlng ultra- consérvative precautlon which, unfortunately, was mis-
interpreted by’ some of our anti=American f#ionds (%) in Mexico who persist in spread:
ing their POluOnous ‘propaganda throughout Central America. In San Salvador, for in-
stance, the paper stated that the Pan-American Flight had .now become 4 - fallure.. On
the’ contrary, I feel we have gotten- into-our stride and.gained an experience and
hawe becomes aquamntea 50 well with the amphibian plane that we are well equipped to
carry out the" TGMQ*ACOf of the Flight most efficientlys - -
' At Point Tsabel we h&fq to land on the water and we fueled from. &’ pler under
rather unfavorabls: condi itipns. We then crossed the Bay.and taxied up onto the beach
at Padre Island, Un‘orcunauely the landing gear of the ST. LOUTS ‘let go as it 'was:
taxi-ing out’ of the Wwater-and we had some: Trepair work to do, but this did not delay
the Wllght for we laft the next day -at 2:30 as soon as the fog cleared up.

_ At lamplco I conside? ‘our good luck and the 8kill of the pllots was - reop0151b3x
for the success that attended us theres- ,The Fisld is a-fill made. from the river, nc
thoroughly dried out-and is full of treacherous places which, althdugh strong enouvl
t0 hold +the welght of an autorobile or the light planes that have been flying from
the Field, proved t0 be snares of possible destruction to our planes., - The SAN FRAL-
CISCO was stuck' many times, and the NEW YORK almost went up on its nose in taxi-ing
slowly over the Field. Tne other ships dropped into holes mest unexpectedly. I was
surely glad to get avay from this .placs, though we could not have teen treated bet® .
by the local people; in charge of the Huasteca 0il Terminal. I would surely not re-
commend this Field for use by any's Jbssauent Illokts until it ds dried out to'a deﬂ».
of at least two feet, instead of onlv ei nt or ten 1ncheu.‘ It was at this Fisld the
the ST.rLOUIS unfortunaue;v ‘buried out'a moter,

At Vera Cruz we had more or less 1ded; conditiens, hough the'beach wa.s very
small and unless oné was vn;y careful in reaching' it, uuhere ‘was & possibility of ru
ning afoul of variéus wrecks ahd sunken ObJevta. We J.za.lrvderJ 1n01de the breakwater atx
taxied out onto the hard beach, - e

At Minatitalan ws' condemned. the. Fleld from the air. % had been raining hard
the ground had been i recently worxed and it looked es.if. we vou’d only -stir up mud
and sink holeg in the field; the clpared portion of which anpea*ed all toesmall for

«

*our use., Consequently-we landed on the river -and it was only after a personal in-

spection and pacing off-of the field that we décided +that i% was safe for use. We,
therefore, flew our planes to this Field just befor&® dark. .- S :
‘The crosolng of"the *Isthus ‘of Tehauntepec %o Salina Cruz was anvthlng but come
fortable with the gale that was blowing, the rough air, and the absence.of landing
fields. Arriving at Salina Cruz at an altitude of atoat 4000 feet, we-found our-
selves in a breeze of some 60 to 75 wiles an hour and the Pacific. 1r a turmoil of
white caps. The breakwater was built out under the cover of some hills which weére
ost forbidding to airplanes, The eddy currents, cross currewts, and down currents
were terrific. The inside of the breakwater was all %00 small to land in under or-
dinary conditions and we were faced with either landing there or in a rough sen whi
might have made short work of our planes. It was only by tho most skillful maneue:
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ing that all five successfully 1,aded within the brezkwater and got up onto the beac.
The wind was so sirong that it picked up great quantities of the sand on the beach
and deluged all of us. Thé force with which the sand struck our faces was so great
that we could not stand it We had to turn. our planes tail-on to the wind to keep
them on the ground at all, and then built wind brakes in addition. We anchored them
down with every meams possible.. It was loag after dark that night vefore we had
completed the work: on our planes and on. our supplies and we were a tired lot. The
néxt morming, however, we arecse at 4100 AM,., had a miserable breakfast, and got out -
+o our planes so as to be ready to take-off by daylight and in the quiet of the mowi
ing, if there was any quiet to be found.- The wind was still gusty, however, and ag
daylight came it picked up with considerable force. I got into the water first and
taxied outside of the breakwater into the chop of the seas It was impossible to tal:
off within-the breakwater. Some +troubls ‘developed with one of the planes still left
sn ‘the beach and delayed the other planes from-getting into the water, although all
motors were turning over hefore I started out, Then there was another delay just ai=-
ter I fot outside the breakwater, for.a. merchant ship decided to.come .in and got in
the way of the rest for-a while. I got into the air right away, nowever, from a .veir
cheppy sea, and into the most*gustyfwindehich.had 1ittle respect for tha comparative
1y fragile toy in which I found myself. I was gladko reach an altitude of 2000 feet
where I felt a little safer and nad-the possibilitys of  using my parachute for desceir
if necessary. ‘It was only by the most remarkable skill that the other four planes -
taxied outside the breakwater and ‘got off and joined me. . For fifty miles down the.
coast, we fought a battle royal - the planes pointing almostudirectly-into~the coast
ling to keep from being carried across the Pacific into the terrible gale that was:
blowing, We were glad to be in the dair, ‘however, and -get away from that terrible
port known as Salifia Cruz .- a place “once destined tec be famous, but robbed of its
glory by the building of the Panama Canal. - T L
At Guatemala City we landed at an altitude of 5000 feet. The field is excelles
but surroundedwby'ObStruc%iohs and . land wholly unsuitable for aviation purpqses.'_We
were compelled to take on an extra load at Guatemala City in order -to carry us throv
the next twe stops of our-journey. This extra load proved almost fatal to several o
ws, The ST. LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO AND .SAN -ANTONTO got' into the air and missed the tv
tops only by a matter of .inches, The NEW YORK woulé probably have done likewise bui
for a motor that started.to miss just after we-had gotten nicely into the air and he:
no place 10 go.but straight. ahead., I consider it a great good fortume that we got
away without. landing as well as we did 'and without causing more damage ‘to. the plane.
The DETROIT was scheduled to take off last, but fortunately did not got. into the alw.
Our delay at: Guatemala City was caused by the work that had to be done on the
NEW YORK.to get it ready as a water plare and to get it down %o Lake Aratitlan, soms
15 miles from Guatemala City. The fellows showed the greatest spirit and interest
at this time to.see the NEW YORK properly fixed up to stay ia the Flight. There wag
some doubt in'my. mind as to.the possible damage that might have ocourred inside. We
soon determined, however, that it was sufficiently safe to fly through to Panama, o
~appearedvthe'bastﬁjuagment,;howevér;‘to have the -ship which we 16ft at San Antonio .
shipped to Panama’ for possible use.:As it has turned out, the NEW YORK is in excel-
lont condition and will continue the trip. v : - L e . R
The departure of the Flight from Guatemala City was made by all planes, except
the NEW YORK, with only. one pilet in each plane and no more load than was necessary
to get them to San: Salvador.- It was the unanimous- judgment of a1l members of the
Flight that this was.the safest and Yest procedure to adopt, The NEW YORK took of %
also witha 1ight load from Lake Amatitlan at gsoven o 'clock in the mor ning and had |
the pleasant job.of ¢limbing out- of a-bowl of mountains towering up above from a
thousand to thres-or four thousand foet higher. It might also be of interest to nn%
at this point that the memhers of the Flight devoted themselves with untiring eneryy
+to getting the NEW YORK in shape to take off Tuesday morning, Janwary 11th, and to @
pedite the progress of the Flight. -They got little sleep that night, and as for my-
.self I got none at all, - o o . . , _ L
B The trip to San Salvador was.fought again with the. roughest of air dnd it was »
constant fight during the two hours that we were in the air. On approaciing Lake
Ilopango some of ‘the ships had to turn back over the sea 1o get-sufficiént altitude
clear the mountains - the down currents were S0 Seversc in the neighborhood of ths
mountains. On one occasion when nearing the Lake, the NEW YORK got.a drop of 1,000
feet in almost "nothing flat". The other ships were treated gimilarly. At this Te!
we were. compelled to go down into a bowl with mountains lying all around. The Lale
was 1a?g9, however, but that did rot seem 4o diminish the cross currents and a bu.l
air. We found a =nice little beach and put the noses of our plames upon it without
| <31 - V-5642, A.C.
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letting down our wheel ' o
© Qur take-off frem Lafe Ilopanvo ‘whidk is at an a1u¢¢ude of about 2,000 feet,

‘was mede' early ia the morning, .In fact the . boy callea us at our hotel at 3:20 A
in order that we might get out on time. The trip was” uneventful except for having
to pass through some very rough air. It seemed that wé could mot get away from a
strong -of f=ghore wind blowing down off. the high mountains and volcanoes, coupled
with thoe: action- of the. bollﬂng sur, - It certainly: produced danhlﬂg but the av1at01
haven of rest. - I wore.a big blister: on my- hands working the controlss '

Cur. landlng at: Amanala was again made with alfficulty. The pbeach was a long,‘
slopiag, muddy- affair, .uOO qof‘t to taxi uvon. Congequently, we had to leave our
planes anchored dut: and waJe into our waists to service them. - "It was at this point
that we-devoted our.attention fqut 40.the NEW YORK end’ “to the ST. LOUIS to get the
filled up with gasollne and-0il- to continue: the trip to Panama ‘via- Puntarenas.. It
took wg two hours to get the gasollne “arid 0il for‘these two ships.: They "took off.
at noon and proeeeaed to get ou their lonely trip to Puntarenas, arriving: ‘late. that
afternoon, ' Bheir: trlp must have been anythlng but pleasant W1th “the terrlble wind
that- was:blowing = a wind which .seems 10 be characterlstlc of all of the countrles s
of - beatral America, . -

- A% leastisome, members of the’ Pllght 1nclud1ng ‘myself, were scheduled to vi 1%
Tevucmgalpa ~the capital of. Ho1du“as; and: the' best way of gettlng thers ‘is “by. launcl: -
across the. Gulf of Fonseca 4o San Lozen~o «lllage -and thence by autombbile through
the treasicherous mountain roads.... Never shall T' forget thatiridel " We left San
Lorenio Village at.6:00 r;M. and. arrived’ at. tho capltal c1ty six and ‘one=half hours.
later.* We-surely had- had a’ Lull day, and. had" 34 not been for-the fact that I wantel
to be awake when the .automobile went over one of’the- cl;ffo;_I probably should -havd
been unconsciols: most of the way.. There were three automoolles in our party and it
seeméd as if each driver was tvylag to beat the others up the mountains. The road,
‘was builtialong the:. steep. faces .of ‘mountains without protectlon and with many hair-

pin turnss’ To slow up for, the turn« apparently'was Lnterpreted as-an exhlbltlon of
unsklllful dr1v1ng andfconsequently tne rear. wheels ‘6f the auuomoblle genorally
skidded ‘around ‘cllng_ng to the ragged edge of “the, cliff One ‘can well imagine 1o
désire.to be awake when the. awfu] crash’ should, come.,Thls was not at all a restful
trip“nor was :such a Iull day sto be. followed by peaceful. oleyp. ! vt '

The next. morning was full of ceremonles - calling o uhe Preeldent ‘and his Nv.

"~ iIsters, attending & rooeptlon, and inon a 1nnnheon.' It was.two before we were read,
to retirn.to San Lorenao.“ Fortuna® ely we had llttTe more conﬁervatlve driver go--
+ing back who did not give us qulte S50 many thr;lls and we. were able to see-in the -
day time mors of the’ beautles of the scenery. - If .one, takes a piece 6f paper-and’
crumbles 1t .in-their hand then throw it down, and see the fantastic shape it will -
take it. W1ll represent at leabu in part, a rellef map of Honduras. At least that
part of it that we saw was.more up and -déwn.than’ horlzonual.. The road passes over’
the mountalns at about 7000 feet altitude. and no one part of it seemed to be strai~ !
for more than .a few. feot.' 14 ook alﬂOSu s1x houyps  to-make the return trlp down -t
mountaln and sur, lunch was awaltlng Us, - We took ‘a few cans- of food that ‘had: besn -
31tt1ag on the shelvéé'ln the little t;enda for ages. ﬂnd bbardnd the. launch 4o sit
down o0 our feast! It was tehn before we . reached Amapala and there ‘*he genlal Gen-
eral Wllllam% who -was in. command of the troopp at Amapala met us 1o ‘sge ‘that we -
got ‘safely. to our boat and to bad by midaight. In01dentally, Geaeral Williams was
educated "in ~the otaues:and spea<s very good Eagllah. 'He was very good $0 us durin:
the . Gtay -at Amapala, having turned out the, Band to serenade ‘us wheén we arrived ‘and
escorted us. with some;of th offlcer and also tha Band to ban Lorenzo on the
launch. . .« .5, I

~ From Amapala to Nanadua we nad a, vé?y good brlp._ There was gome doubt about
ut0p31ng at Managua on’ accovnt of *he upget condition of :taé country, “but advice
from:the. Mlnlster 1ndlcated that it was all’ rlght for ug"to come. After an early
start. in the mraing, we xeached the ldndang in the” lake’ opoos:te ‘the city at ten’
o'clock, and 1mmed1ately went up to the Legation to. got.ready for, presenulng the:

" letter to the Pres1dent.‘ It -was a ousy time durlng our‘uhort otay and we left the
city again at.one.o 010uk. Qur departure was made - in'a very Suroug wznd and from
rough waters ' -Our progress -was slow and the air was. bumpy. Ve’ ‘Tlew 4o Lake Nicara
gua and along its western. shore pasalng by Santiagoe Volcano which Wwas pourlng fors

volumes of smoke. . maJestlc Momotombo Volrano stoad high 1n the sky spouting fort"
its smoke into the upper atmosphere." At Brito we pasaed over one of the United
States des uroyers anchored opu051te the - harbor. As soon-as we reached the Pacific

. we were.again in a most uncomfortabile atmosphere for. the strong ‘winds off the vol-

canic mountains were making a turmoil of the air. Papagaya Gulf is noted for it
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roughness, It appoars to get a -ombination of coring Aovm tlhrough a walley i
the mountains, which upset everything in their This is the scene of many
wrecks, -but it was nocegsary that we pass this waJ. We fought the wind every second
and worked constantly to keep our planes right side up. . After passing the Gulf we
turaned inland across the lowlanos onto Nicoya Gul{ wheré Puntareras is located. It
was along grind and p*oduced many blisters, but at four we landed safely in the Es-
tuary behind-the point of sand upon which the little city is located. The wind was
blowing very sirong here and coupled with the tide, gave us considerable to think
about tefore we: got oa;elj anchered. We left our planeu at anchor during our gtay
at this place.

At 6130 'some of us started on a special train to San Jose. This sounds verv
alluring, . but let me assure those who would desire to take this trip that it was fal
from comfortable for us., We were tired and sleepy, and the long grind, lasting un-
111 the small hours of the morning, was very tlresoma. It -was a veautiful moonlight
night, however, and the wonderful mountain scenery helped to keep us awake. Most of

ug go% a 11ttle nap early in the evening or we might have been fighting with each.
other all the way. - As it was we had little lifc-to do anything but sit and nod our
heads. This business of pushing thru rough winds by day and traveling by night to
roazch our destination for the purpose of making diplomatic calls is not always overﬂ
a pathway as smooth as mlght be expected. We got a fair night's sleep, however, .anc
the next day made our call on the President and présented the letter from Pres1aent
Coolidge. There was also a reception held at the home ‘of the American Minister in
the afternoon-and -from five to Seven a dance and reception at the Union- -Club. At
seven, we were enteruamaedlby the Minister, his Cabinet, and various high officers o%
a formal dinner in the Office of the Mlnmoter of- Fore¢gn Affairs, It was one of tho
finest functions I ever expeut to autend and the sentiments that were exchanged we.o
of the most cordial and 311cero nature. Wa were gladits get away eurly and have an
opportunity to go to bed. '

The next merning at eleven we ombarked upon otwr spec1a1 traln to return to Pun-
tarenas. It made alﬂqu as good time as the local accommodation train, bub- stlll it
was five o'clock before we reached the quiet little town on the point of sand,’

It was our lot to arise dt five the next morning in order that we might get on
_early start. By 7:30 we weré on our way at last to Panama via David. The first 20C

miles of the trip was Just about as peace?ul ‘as we could have., It did seém as if ti=
weather had turned in ocur-favor a little.  After a hascy stop at David, including a
luncheon, we .were again on our way =~ this time to pass through three and a half houiv
of some of the most: violen: tossing around in . the air that we had receiveds The
gusts of air threatened every moment to weaken our planes and tear the wings loose.
‘We surely were glad when we got to nhe Canal Zone and things qameted down a liftle
more and we were surrounded by planes of our own Corpss Twenty of them greeted us
in ‘the air and accompanied us across the Isthmus to France Field! Our landing con-
pleted the First Division of “our Flight. I hope that we have passed by the worst
part of our 1ourney. I aon't see- how the rest of it can be any worse thahn what we
_have passed throughy With it all nowever the mountain scenery and the viblcanoes
were beautiful. The coloring of the follage, theé dense tropical growth and the pri
itive life that we saw throughout Central Amerlca will always form a background of
color to this most -interesting part of our trip.. We had flown from winter into the
heat of the tropics., . Our ﬂotorﬂ carried us through many trials and tribulations avs
the sturdiness of our alrplanes ‘was tested in many ways., Surely their durability b
given us great confidence. in their ability to carry us safely the rest of our jouru:
I cannot think of a plane more suitable for the trip which we are undertaking. "It
seaworthy, alrworthy, and landwort hy! It is cdlled an amphibian, but amphibian, as
we commoily know {the term, lives only on land and watex, but these planes live in
the air quite as well., They have been called upon to carry great loads, to endure
"high temperatures, to battle the seas, and to show their supremacy when all the wiic
of heaven seemed pitted against then. Thcy have stood the test and outside of the
miner maintenance that is always required, we do not anticipate any serious difficn’
ties. We left them anchored in the’ high w:mdc and in the rough seas,.or we ran the.
over rough ground and unknown landing fields. They have performed equally well wi-
der both conditions and are alwarsrsady to answer our beck and calls-

We are thoroughly enjoving our trip. It is tiresome to be sure, but the in=
terest and adventure that is always ahead of us keeps us on our toss. We have besu
received most cordially in ell of the countries we have visited. We have been en-
tertained by Presidents and Ministers and Generals. We have been welcomed sverywie
Wo are on a mission of Good-Will, and we are receiving the greates’ of assistance ?
the accomplishment of our,ob;ectlve. We look forward with the keenest of anticipat
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to jumping off now into the South Americen couatrv and to briaging Mmck to the
United States uhe same five plones with which we starteds A little wattored and torn
o be sure from the rough usage thet it geams.- *‘2 Aust':ecelve - nevertingless, the
same sﬁurdy 0ld plane@ Wluh whlch he gtqiﬁec. ‘
"In a leitter to Brig.-Goni Wm. E..GLlllore Fhlmx .of zhe Materlel Dixvigsion, Day=-
4on, Ohio, Captain Ira €. Baker; pilot of: the qAN FRANGTSCO, praises the wonderful
work of tne SuppTy Dépot at -San Antonio. He states: B uhan it would- te 1npos¢1ble:
to agsenble a yr»wn of fen who~ could have helped us so intelligently and with such
enthusiasm as they did. There is one thing about the supply station also; A we
nave come across the shipments coming down the- line we have- been impressea by the qu
and work dlsplay d by ‘the ounolv department .In getting every 1ittle thing ¢f the bes
where it belongéd and in the mawner,in which all was packed, . To properly uppLeC"‘
the Supply Division, one has -to’get’ out on the edge: of the world this way and depe
entirely upon thsm to re6P an‘airplane going." “The Amphibian", Gaptain Eaker 5%a%0™ ..
"is o wonderful plane for this trip, ‘I am - emdzed at the way - uhey have held up, ©2u
57 ﬂnrlav the punishment they have hads Iy own plane, the 'San Francisco’'y has fune
$ioned Perfédtlv througnout and I could not ask for a better: plane and enginc.™ -
——»oOo--u RS . _ . -
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COLLfER TRO“HY AWA?DED POR P CHUT“ DEVLLOPMENT

Recognlﬁlnv the extreme leue o? the paradhume as an ald o safety in flylag

the Commititee in charge of thé award 6f the Collier, Trophy decided that- Ma]or E.: L.
Hoffwan, Army Air Corps, now in command of the Lunken Axrport; C1n01nnat1 Ohio, ‘
was entltled to the 1926 award for ths outstanding part he has played in the develop-
ment of this important piece of aeronautical equipment. The preuenuatlon of the
Trophy to Major Hoffman was made by President Coolidge at the White House on February
7th, in the presence of a distinguished gatherln including Secretary of War Davis,
A351stant Secretary oz"Var ‘f.;rubee DaVlson anu MaJor-General Mason M. Patrlck Chid

of Air Corps.’ ‘ : o

4  The Collier Trophv is awarded annually for the greate chl&Vement 1n avmailon
in Amerlca, the value of which has been thoxoubhly demonstxated by actual use. during.
the Ppreceding year, . S

Tt was shortly after the Armlbtlce, mhen M“JO” Hoffnan was aﬂs1gned to McCook
Field, Daytonm,0;; as Chief of the Wquipment Section of ‘the Engineering Division, tha®
he became engrOS°ed in the problem of the development of the parachute, a function ai~
s1gned to this particular section. . Up to that time the two men-on duty in the.sectio
engaged on this work had succeeded irn:making two parachutes bodies, no harness, whick
they were teotlnc frona DoHav1land airprane.” These . parachutes and their few tools
were carefully locked in one small steel chest in thé -corner of a hangar. It was.ap-
parent that they were receiving mossupport or encouragement and that the -project, if
unaided, would sdon die of stagnation, - - : -

Hav1nr succeeded-in- obtaining funds for the purpese, Ma]OT Hoffman sét, out 1o
build up an organization, -Suitable floor space was assigned the parachute branch,
and sewing machines, tools, matorial and other paraphernalia were obtained, - including
special airplanes, weights and duminiés for carrying on.the testing. Desirous of de~-
termining what had béen done throughout the world on this problem, sumples of all-
parachutes, foreign and domestic, that were then extant were: purchased, ' One: strug=~
gling American'manhfacturer (Irv1na) had sold. the Govermment three parachute - bodies
for test, 1little or no attention having been paid up to this time to.the harness, -
pack, mean of wearlng, etec, - A study and test was then begun on~all then existing
parachutes. ' : . - .

Finding that parachutes were thuﬂ bemng tected W1bh no more. than a. So-povnd
weight, Major Hoffman immediately saw the falacy of such procedurs, realizing that
the parachute must not only be-made:strong enough.to hold. togeuher' carrying one mau
under any conditions,” but that it should have reserve strength =.a factor of safety.
By approximation it waa determined that the terminal velocity of a man falling freg!;
would be at the rate of about 350 m.pvhe "The problem then was to desigh.a parachute
that would not fail when subjected.to opening whén carrying 200 pounds traveling at
that veldcity.“'Uﬁiliéing the time” fuse mechanism from the hose of an artillery she’l
made it possible to drop the parachute and weight ftogether for a predeterminéd numhe.
of seconds when .the ‘fuse would operatea release mechanism which in turn opeaed the
parachute. - By a continuous process of modification and:reenforcement, as well as .
venting and slowing up the inflation at high. speed, a:parachute body and rigging wag
produced which” held together when opened after a free fall of 16 seconds, a*rylnc
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a load of 200 pownnds. :

The contiméd use of the time fuse mechanism in all of +hese tests proved rathe
cumbersome, so Major Hoffman set about to. determine what load released froma ?eH ,
rlane flying at‘maximum speed would cause & strain to be set up in the parachu?eb.
similar ‘to tha: caused by the l6=-second fall, Calculatione here were not convincing
because the time element through which the load was decelerated could npt te gccurat
ly measured, bwt by comparing results on'similar parachutes the conclusion was rgac¥
that a load of 400 pounds releaced at 120 m.p.h. would cause as great if not a 1itt)
greater strain than the 200 pounds at 16 seconds fall, It was now possible to arrit
at the stredgth requirements by rather simple test droppings ~ )

At about this time the two men, originally assigned on parachute work in the
Fquipment Section, left the service, one.of them going into the business of manufac=
turing parachutes. In the course of further experimental work it was found t?at at
times certain of the rigging lines of the parachute would break in test dropping,

50 Major Hoffman devised a mechanism for measuring and recording the shock of each
ifdividual cord during tést. A great deal of work was devoted to vents, using ring
vents, puckered vents, multiple vents, etce, in many different shapes and 81z8S.

The multiple vent was Major Hoffman's own design and is still in use in some of the
clder chutes in service., It was thought necessary to allow handling of large vent
areas with constrictiorn rubbers. : T : S . L

A1l along the policy was followed of encouraging private enterprise in parachui®
develobment, the industry being kept informed:of 211 Jevelopments as they occurred
" at McCook Field and given problems to solve. Since mone of them at that time had

facilities for test dropping, their work consisted mostly inh making up parach?tes
+o conform to sketches submitted to them. - R ' : L

When the stage of parachute developmént reached the point where it-was known
how to design for the reqﬁired strength,. attention was directed to the pack, harnesg,
- lanyard, 'etc. The harness was likewise subjected to a series of strength tests, and

the pack, operating lanyard, etc., all assembled had to be tested 1o insure poqffou;v
ing, etc. After mueh study . the “"free" type parachute was decided upon as against
the "statie™ type for military planes at least. The "Free Type" parachute 1s s0 .
tormed because it is carried complete in one unit, strapped to the person of ‘the avi
ator, having no atiachments whatever to the aircraft and operating entirely .indepenc-
ent of the aircraft. - . S S T
.~ Two years passed before it was considered that a parachute could be bqilt for
service which would prove quite reliable, and at this time an order was let for the
construction of 550 parachutes, complete. As is usual with all experimental work,
it was felt that the parachute depariment was not then ready as it Would.be‘late?
or to prescribe how the parachutes were.to- be made. The demand for same Wwas SO 1in-
sistent, however, that Major Hofiman was. forced to combine the best.khowledge.t?en
available and design the outfit, which was known as the Type A. Previous to th;s
time some live jumps were made with the. best designs, and Major Hoffman himself ma de
‘{wo of -these. to prove his contention thatcthe device was sound. e :
Major Hoffman drew up the specifications-and made the drawings for the first p-
achutos ever purchased for the Air Corps, the-so-called Type A, referred to ab?ve,
which were in use for some iime and gave perfectrservice. They were the ones in
/hich the Air Corps léarned to jump, over 1,000 live premeditated jumps being made
with them, He also designed the vent operating mechanism, reenforcing cotdage>and
Dee Rings; During the vears in which these oxperiments were carrie@ on, he was acti-
ally on the field, up in the testing planss or in the laboratory studying the many
varied problems before him, making drawings or parts. Sometime later he succeeded
in having one of his original assistants, Mr. Guy Ball, return %o take charge of the
work, and-the. latter has contributed many valuable -idegs and continued the parachute_
development work, - - ‘ R DA
The successful operation.oftthe‘parachute;ledfthe'Commanding-Officer,of McCouk
Field to issue orders making it compulsory to wear parachutes in all test flying.
Shortly thereafter the Chief of Air Corps issued orders making it mandatory for all
personnel to darry parachutes during flights. .- L ‘
While the development work was progressing,: Major Hoffman conceived the idea oF
obtaining slow motion pictures of .the opening of the chutes. These -pictures ngved
invaluable in subsequent work, ‘ - '

For a time it.was believed that the strength test was about all there was to
the parachuie problem, it being felt that any orthodox parachute would open if ex-
posed to the air, .The death of Sgt. Washbura during a practice parachute jump,
caused by failure of the two chutes he carried to open, caused a rude awakening to
the fact that it was not a certainty that z parachute would always open properly.
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Tt took nearly a year of intensive suudy, testing aad erperlnentlng tOxQOTVQ thls
problem, Tt was inherent in the design of the mouth of e chutey &fuer correctin
the des1gn of chutes to insure certainty of opening, Mijor Hoffwan reasoned that in
uesflng them we ‘should aggravate the conditions of openlng, tand out of dhis tame the
requirement in the specifications for testing with three.twists in the ghroud lines.
Experiment with different mouth designs.to insure certainty of operhing also:
gave Major Hoffman the thought tha+t a parachute could be constructed whilch would
open even if the.moeth were held shut. He detailed one of his men to work this sut, .
after giving him*the basic ideas., This development was carried out in the post:
swimming pdoel, ‘much to the disturbance -of .the post. surgeon, by using the pool as &
“towing kas1n" in which the parachutes were inflated under water. This arrangement
was patented by *he nah who-worked -it: out, and it is felt that thls Dr1n01§le w171_
be generally used in the- 1c‘u*bure.p- ' e - .

" Thug far there have Yeen’ 42 occas Ionng 1n thls country where ‘the perachute we.s
1n~trumental in saving occupanﬁs of alrplanes -whose lives bedame 1mperlled in the a’r
by reason of collision of olaneg, engine-failure while, flying over country unfavor-, .
able for safe landing, ¢og4, and other causes. ‘As far as known, the,lives of four
members of the’ British hOYdl Air Force and one of the Swedish Royal Alr berv1ce were
also saved through the use 0f the parachute. e

Major Hoffmah is a nativé: of New York, having been born in December 1884._-He?
was. a student both at the Unlver31tv of Utah and: the Washlngton Unlverolty (StsLouis
Enllutlnﬁ in the Infantry.ihi1909y he took the examination for'a commission, and waj
abp011ted a an Lieutenant: of Ia?anﬁry on October 9, 1911l. He was promoted 1st | 5
Lleut., 24th Infantry July 16, 1915, dnd Captaln on May 15 1917. On “June 27; 1917
he was transferred %o the Avxatlor Sec+1on Signal:Gorps, recelved his flylng trala—
ing.at Rockwell Field, San Dlego, uallf., and was “then 35515ned 1o Kelly Field, whefr

_for a short time he conmandea vars ious flying cadet aero- squadrons. From No ve 1G 1oy
until March 11, 1918, he was’on duty as Bngineer Offlcer at Park Field, Mllllngton,
Tenn., after whxch unt il - January;’l919 ‘he commanded Taylor Fleld Montgomery Ales
He was then trmrsxcrced o Mcuool Field; Dayt@n, Ohio, -where he SGTVBd “antil Feb.. ),
1925, He was bromotad Majo Alr Corpe July 1, 1920.- His, present as31gnment is
that of Commanding Officer of aunken Alrpbrt ClﬂClwnatl Ohlo._ '“3, P
'--—oOo———‘ - . Co T e

THE NIG4m LIGUT“AuROSo TdE, IGTHMUS Or PAWAMA

A ‘The NEWS'LET TER Corresponden+ from Pope V1eld Fbrt Bragg, N. Ceye takes exceptlol
to the article which appeared in-this publication- 1n “the .issue of D&c, 31, 1926,
:covering the so- -cglled first” round trip- nlght fllght aaross the Isthmus cf Panama,
stating that it has ar roused. something of ‘a dispute at. Pope Field. He adds.that one
of the officers at Pope Field: contends ‘that' just such;a flight’ was made about seven
years ago, and that this earlier flight was made on a. moonllght night without the =:d
of any llghts whatever, This officer was stationed at France Field when the event
wceurred but is unable to recall all the details.’ He remembers well that Lieut¥s
R.C.W. Blessley, now an instructor’at.Brooks Field, piloted a ship for the flight
and believes that another plane wa's alongs ' The sound of the motors up in the dark-
ness caused quite a stir among the inhabitants btelow and resulted in many phoné calls

" reaching’ Francn Fleld. Most of these calls orlglnated on the Pac1f1c sxde of . the
Isthmus. R .

The amendment is cheerfully accepted and by the way, an offlcer szatloned in
the Office Chief 'of Air Corps, who served a tour of .duty in Panama, states’that Majov
Follett Bradley also completed a round trlp nlght fllcht across. the Isthmus in the
summer of 1924. - Lol 4 : .

¢ e .-'1 ;"‘Fi ‘---eOo----

“ THE THIRD ATmACK GROUP AT FORT CROCKETT, TEXAS.
: (Contlnued from last igsue ).- T 5
Magor Frank D Lackland, A C., commsndlng Fort Crockett and tne Thlrd Attack
Group, conducts the administration of both' post and the Group. from the one set of
offices in Heddquarters Building, ‘Headquarters Detachment is commanded by 2ﬂdi
‘Herbert W. Anderson, Adjutant, and is corposed. of . about 30- enlisted men, furnishi:;
operating. personnel for. headquaxters, the personnel section and tn operations «i,;"
The new personnel. section, established recently by War Departnent otder, is
functioning well, relieving the 1ad1v1dual organizations of uhe load of ,Pt*r WOTK
which they have preV10usly carrieds
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The E. & R. Department, under directign of lst Lieut, Floyd . Lundell, 4.C.,
has: been developing in its activities of late. Moving plctures are shown for the
entire commang three times.weekly through-the: cooperation with the theatres. in the
city. The Pot Library, which was -established only recently at the Service Club,
riow has .a circulation:of abolit 250 books,.  Sunday School is held regularly and in-
gederal the Service Club is kept busy with post omtertainments . - . .

Under the direction of Major Lackland an of ficers! club building, built from
salvaged lurdber, is nearing completiom, and it is expected will be opened shortly.

The buildigg is attractive with one large club room, flanked with kitchen and pan-

triés as\@bss-facilitieé and with a - shower room to be used in connection with the.
summer surf bathing season, *"The club is decorated with interior mahogany and crean
effects, lighting furnished by chandeliers, wall and fire-place mantel brackets.
Much ‘@ssistance and cooperation has Yeen given.by the Galveston Chamber of Commerco
and individials of the Gity in furnishing the club as to draperies and actual furn’-
turé, Shortly aftér the opening of theiclub the officers' mess .will vte lestdblished
and moved from its. present shack, where it is run on a dining room tasis. Much in-
terest is given to the new club building; inasmuch as thé officers and ladies of
fort Crockett have had mo place. for meeting-and for.entertainment and other social.
functions on the post except private quarters. - The official rame is The Air Corps
Club, Fort Crockett, ithe officers being: ‘Honorary Presidént,. Major Frank D. Lack-
land; President, Captain JgH.\DaVidsoﬁ;“Sec.-Tfeasurer; Capt. Stephen J, Idzorek;
Boarﬁ‘of’OffiCQFS'EZCdptai$§-WKFJ.LaFrenz;.C.Ef Brenn, Lieuts, R.F. Stearley and
.Hoyt'S,,Vgndenberg;~Hono§ary*Mémbers;'chi‘FJ’Trubee Davison, Ass'ti Sec'y, of War;
. Major-General Mason- M. Patrick, ‘Chief 6f‘Air'Cbrps;-Brig.éGénérals James E, Fetchetl,
Wn.E, Gillmore and Frahk P, Lahd. A N oyt L
Y An Air Corps:clothes-life is’being established, eath guest leaving as a recorc
of his vigit a clothes pin bearing his;signaiuréﬁand‘credentials. T

- During ‘the fore’ part-of the winter there. have veen many sécial évents, both ou
Fort Crockett and in the City of Galveston, attended by .the officers and ladies of
the Post. Late in November a- costumé ball was held at the galveston Country Club
by the officers and -ladibs of Fort Crockstt with an array of color seldom seen at
dances of tHis type. o o .

On November 14th occurred the Attack Group's first perial wedding; same being

held above the airdrome, Miss Mae P, Fahtor of Massachusetts became the bride of
Chester Joseph Dawson, Air Corps Reserve, on active duty with the Third Attack Gro:
The Douglas C-1 transport -was-the bridal ship, piloted by Lieuts G. G McGinley, wil
Lisut, -H.S. Vandenberg as engineer officer. The wedding’party consisted of the bris:
and’ gréom, Mrs, H.S. Vandenberg as matron of honer, Lieut, H.W. Anderson as best ma
and Revy C.R. Stewart, officiating clergyman, The marriage cergmony Was performed
at-an altifude of about 500 feet, the spirit of -the octasion far offsetting e driz-
zling'radn. 0 Thooeoo T R e TR
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- To further encourage the proper marking of airports throughout the . United
States, with the. purpose’in view of ‘making their location by strange pilots less .
difficult, orders were recently issued to all Air Corps stations to place in the
conter of the best landing area “the. tonvéntional 100-f60t white circle with four
foot’ band: -Experiehce has shown that a circle, -if sufficiently large and affordiv
suitable color contrast with surrounding terrain, can be seen by approaching piloc:
before any other method of identification during daylight houns. .Names of . cities,
arrows and other markings placed within the circle are not recommended, since such
characters detract from the circle's value as a marker and because a more suitable
place for such characters.is on the hangar roof or along-the edge of the airport &!
a .convenient distance from the buildingss: In colder climates where snow prevails
for -long periods it has. been found that a circle swept clear of snow just outside
of the white circle will affordla better color. 'contrast with the snow than if the
white circle were cleared. .'The Army Air Corps has for some years painted: its rediv
towers, mooring towers and other'high constructions with alternate black and aluni
um horizontal stripes’each. 60 inches wides« While this color combination has- beea
found very effective, dkperiments aame being conducted with a‘third color (deep
orange) which it is expected will give a greater contrast in fog or with a backgr®
of .snow. ' St o s R
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v WG NEW MFMBbRb JOTR CATERPILLAR CLUB b
- By’ the Kellv Fweld Corres pondent } v"f
Cadets Krlder -and Shleppy were. recenulv forc1blv 1n1+1aned into. the fast
growing membership - of the - Caterpiilar Club,. bringing tne Kelly Faeld membershlp
up to ten and break¢nv what is telieved to be two records. ... |
It is the first/{ime’in the- ‘history of the Air Cnr s-that anyone ‘has made a
forced jump-from a Martin Bomber, and speculaulon has been rlle as to how it was
to beraccomplislied in ‘getting away from a disabled Ma‘tmn; "The secornd is. a record
for Kelly Field and we believe for :the whole, Air, Corps, in that. Cadet Shleppy
brought his rip cord back. with him,;
It has been an uawritten custom at Kelly Fleld “that anyoqe maklng a- narachute
jump either- voluntarv ‘or forced must ‘bring back the rip cord or suffer the pen~
alty of standing treat to-the pefsonnel of the parachute department as recompense

for the loss of the rip cord. Cadet Krider:tought the cigars but ‘Cade{ Shleppy was’

the first man who hds not had t¢ pay.- Thls goes to show that his mind was on the

: JOb in hand in~ sulte of “the fact that he was like the little boy in txa story who

- e 51-"Stood-on the- burning, deck, .. .
: - BEating peanuts by.the Deek."" '
The necessity for the . Junps ‘occurred when two Martlns which were being flown
in 2 seven~ship formation collided-when mking. a left tu;n. .The upper. right wing

- of ghip numbér five smashed-into the lower, left: wing. 6f shlp nunber. three, breaking
the lower left aileron t6 such an extent th&t it was. 1mpos31lie %o control the shJD

or brlng the wlng up to a level- b051tlon. ;

The dther plane number fwve olloted by Cadet - Nlera of the Cuban Army and Liesr

£

Mendez of. the Colembian Air- berv;ce as observer had the- upper rlght wing spar: '
broken but.'in’ 'spite. of this they flew uhe(shlp 1nto Kelly Field and landed safely.”
+But here I thiak is a- good place o let each of the part1C1pants tell the

story in his own wo~de. -.Cadet Krider says.as follows:

"On the: morning of Junuary- -18th Cadet, ohleopy and I.were one of a team praC-
tlclng bomblng formations.- Durlng the - f1rst period Cndet Shleppy plloted. We
carie in and landed about ;9:30 had a- dlscueslon and changed pilots. We took off
agaln and I was - pllotlng 4he ship this time.. - We were . pract1C1ng seven-shlp bomb=
ing formation. . I started.out,flying position No..7 in-the formation which was in
the -rear., Several of tlhie: fellows had fallen out of. 9051t10n and; I.had moved up -
to position Nos: 3, nextto- tne leader, ron tne left.. VWe.were. flylng at this time-

about 2800-feet- altitude, ;just ahove tke ¢louds. The, leaderrsvgnalled for a left- =

hand turn "which placed us on; the 1n51de of the: turn. I started to move ‘over
towsdrd the ship¥next.to. me,,ready to follow around 1n the turn when the leader
banked ‘up suddenly and: abruptiy. . It appeared {0 .me- he had nis controls over for

a2 turn and hit a bump in the air, the controls dldn't take and then he came up -
suddenly. This caused me to pull up, and just as T did.so I felt a Big jolt in
the rear which sounded:like a cigar box being crushed. As soon.as I heard this
crash I looked arounﬁ and saw thaet the alleron ‘and a portion of the lower left
wing were gone. Cadet Weira of the Cuban Axmy and:Lieut. Mendez. of the Colombian
Air Service were in ship No. 5, Cadet Aelra\pllotlng. I noticed that his ghip

" was: passing: under our wings, 1n a nose-down. pos 1t10n, and. it looked as if he had

just dived thru my wings. I 1mned1ately rolled my aileron controls over toward

~ the right and -jammed my. left . motor on.in an endeavor to *1ft ‘the left wing to a-

horizontal position. . I- got no results and the ship was going on into 8 spln.

Shleppy had been riding with the left leg strap of his chute’ uabuckle& so he could -

reach -in his pocket and- got peanuts. Shlepoy has nerve. . He suayed rlght with me
until .I tapped him on the shoulder and motioned that 1t “was time t¢ jump. I sald :
to myself that I guessed it was about tlme 80’ I gave hlm the. algnal and we'both
started ‘back #o the’ wings. Shleppy cllmbed ou* ahead of me; he went out between
the motor and fuselage on the left hddd side. 'I. climbed out . Oﬁ top .0f the cat
walk over the bombbay, so we.would not get. in pach other's way ..The ship was
falling steeper and spinniag faeter al’ the ulme. I saw bhlepny leave the plane

-and his “chute open.. I could not got out of ithe. Shlp rlght away, . as I caught my.
. foot in the cross brace w1ree of ‘the center sevtlon.. thought for a whlle I was

not going to get out. - I. cwuld feel the preesure of *he ‘wind’ 1ncreas1ng “rapidly.
I finally released my foot and got ‘hold of the ring in nmy chute,oefore I turned
locse with 1y hands. . I merely turned loose and fell over on.the right side of the
fuselage. I saw the rudder flash over my -head. When I.first left the plane I was

 fa11ing head downward, I gave the rip cord a good healthy Jerk and threw it about
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10 miles away, I folt mysel?! jrmedintoly jerked upright in a sitting position., We
xere telow the clouds before we got clear of the ship. T never saw the ship after

T left it. I saw Shleppy slightly below me and very near. I waved to him a mumber
‘of times on the way down but he evideatly did not sce'me. T looked down over the
mesquite for a place to lands I jerked my tchute. toward a little cultivated patch
of ground toward the edge of the mesquite but I didn't quite make it.and fell about
200 feet short. I hit a little clea? spot and my ‘chute £ell clear. of the irees.

I made a good landing, facing down wind. ' I rolled up my ‘chute and went over to thr
little cul¥ivated patch and I heard Shleppy shouting to me and I answered him. I
saw him going out of the mesquite toward me with his ‘chute gathered up, and he had
his rip cord with him.. I saw Lisut. Gillespie in a DH circling round, and also seve
_erallothers were flying low watching us. Shleppy and I walked over atout a half mil
to-the Somerset Road, which is about five miles south of the Field, and hailed a se-
dan, which brought. us all the way to the Operations Office. We arrived just as the
formation wal§ landing Rack on the Field " - - . . .

Cadet Spieppy's version of ‘what happened-is as ‘follows: - ,

"On the morning of January 18th I was riding ina Martin Bomber with Cadet
Krider. We were practicing ltombing formations. At the time of the crash I was eat-
ing peanuts and had the left leg strap of my ‘chute unbuckled 'so I could reach in
my pocket for more’ peanuts. ‘As-Soon as I heard the crash I immediately buckled tue
strap. When Krider motioned me ‘that the ship was weyond control and he could net

- handle it an?;longer'l stepped up into the seat and back on to the struts that run
botween the éngine and fuselage, parallel to. the wings. Holding to the center sec-
tion struts, T worked my way back to the back struts running parallel to the wings
between the fuselage and the engine. I paused on the teck struts long enough to
get a good firm grasp on the rip cord ring, and then let go.  The force of the wind
threw me clear of the ship. Vhen I let go the ship I furned over on my back and T
saw the tail section pass over. I then pulled the rip cord and almost immediately
falt myself being jorked in an upright position. After seeing that all the .shroud
lines were straight I looked back at the ship and I saw Krider on the fuselage and
T thought at the time that he might be saying a prayer. Almost immediately. after-
wards I saw him leave the plane and his ‘chute open. It must have ‘been akout 1500
feet when Krider jumped. The clouds were about 1800 feet and we had come thru theits
T came down drifting sideways. I hit the ground pretty hard and sprained my ankle.
. T landed between two mesquits trees and my tchute hung in the top of -one of them.

I pulled the ‘"chute down and rolled it -up and went to look for Krider. I called
nim and he answered with a good hearty yell. Ve walked over to the Somerset Road,
about a half ‘mile away, some five miles south of the Field, to hail a ride. We
saw & sedan coming and proceeded to hail it. The ariver didn't want to stop at
first, and appeared to te about half peeved when he didestop. But after we had re-
lated our experience he seemed very nice, and even went out of his way to bring us
all the way to the Operatioms Office.” -~ - . . '
- s Y T |
INJURED VETERAN“AVIATOR EXHIBITS NERVE IN TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHIJ -

James W Montee, of Santa Monica, Calif., 64 years of age, holds the same dis-
tinetion in commercial aviation that Ma jor-General Mason M. Patrick, Chief of Air
Corps, Holds in military aviation, that of oldest pilet in active service. Perhaps
in recognition of this fact General Patrick authorized a transcontinental passengor
flight for Mr. Montee when Lieut. Donald Fritch, Air Corps, was about to ferry a
Douglas 0-2 airplane from Santa Moniéa to. Mitchel Field, N.Y. - : S

During a short stay at Kelly Field, Texas, Mr. Montee decided to stretch his
legsi While walking along the main road of the post he was, to use his own exproes-
sion, "smacked" by a motorcycle. ‘His next. impression of Kelly Field was the statio.

. hospital. Fearful of only one thing, the loss of the balance of the flight, Mr.
Montee made light of his injuries, consisting of a broken collar bone and two frac~
tured ribs. ‘After considerable persuagion he secured: his release from the hospital,

" and within two hours of the accident, with his left arm strapped to his body, he
was lifted into the airplane., In a-céndition which would have kept most young men
in a hospital bed, the old Spartan -flew half way across the continent.  Exhibiting
wonderful fortitude, he at no time. mentioned any pain, although each day for four
days he was. lifted in and out of the cockpit of the airplane. . : '

Upon his arrival at Mitchel Field, Mr. Montee was accorded a welcome commen-
surate with his courage and position, and the entire garrison became agriarerugtod
audience in the details of his flight and mishap. Mr. Montee told his stovy &b en

object lesson in the safety of aviation, in which he is a firm believer.
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‘Three of Mr., Montee's sons are airplane builders at Santa Monica, and conse- -
" quently the old gentleman is a great boester of .Montee planes, In connection with
his own flying; he reports that 1last April he made 104 solo flights and that with
Spring he plans-to better this record. A : :

«=~000=-=.
OFFICERS DETATLED TO TAKE SPECIAL OBSERVATION COURSE

7 In addition to the regular course at the Advanced Flying Schonl at Kelly Fisld,

~ Texds, the following officers recently reported for the purpose of taking the Specinl
" Dbserwtion course; Lieuts~Col. Hafry'Graham, Rockwell Field; Major H.H.C., Richards,
Maxwell Field; Major James A. Mars, Scott Field; .Captain Oliver 5. Ferson, MeCook .
Field; Captain C.F. Wheeler, Bolling Field; 1st Lt. R.P. Reese, lcCook Field;,lst it
-John M, McCullock, Middletown A.I.D.; 16% Lieut. -Bushrod Hoppin, Chanute Field; -anc
1st Lieut Clarence F. Horton, Langley Field. o B :

- . et 10 B

PROMOTIONS I¥ THD AIR GORPS

‘ ,'iSQCOhd LieutSp}RaY.H.‘Giark, Bonald W..ﬁd?ﬁdod;and Rovert W;C"Wimsatt ﬁere

- ' recently promoted to-the rank of lst Lieut., ranking from Nov.. 21st, Dec. 1lth and
.?Q;;T?Bth{-reSpectively.*: o 0 S ’ | s ' |

. I C o R [ oL

HOW NEWLY WEDS.ARE TREATED AT FORT RILEY

Air Corps Bachelors, ‘according to the News Letter Correspondent from Fort’
Riley, are ®ecoming scarce at that post, and he adds that the report that Lieut.
“Ralph E. Fishér receatly embarked upon-the glorious sea of matrimony with Miss
Virginia Morrison at. Omaha was.a surprise to all of Fisher's fellow officers.

Unable to securs desirable quarters at Fort Riley, Lieut. Fisher was placed
" on commutation status, and while he arranged. for a house..in Junction City, Mrs.
Fisher remained in Omaha. Several weeks later the: Newlyweds met in Kansas City
- ‘and’ the' following evening they arrived in Junction City.. Never, in the history _
of the old "Berp"™, has there teen such a jubilee. As "Fish" and “Mrs. Fish" landed
on home soil they were seized by Air Corps officers and enlisted men and were -

. ‘handeuffed together, Likewise, Lieut. Munson and wife were grabbed from the crowd

- and also handcuffed. Lieut. Munson, by the way, is a reserve officer, hailing
‘from Estherville, Iowa, who reported at Fort Riley on Janvary lst for six months ¥
active duty. . It happens that he married Miss Eve Alberta Hoirnby of his home
town on the same day Lieut, Fisher deserted the bachelor ranks, and the newly
weds were on a commutation status living in a large home in Junction City.

" Very much surprised, Lieut, Munson shouted - “"HeyJ You have the wrong guy 3"

Both couples were. placed in the cockpits of a wingless "Jenny" fuselage, which was
towed by a truck in-a "Big Parade" down-the main thoroughfares of the City. With
a band in the lead playing "Here Comes the Bride", the-march was led to.the resi-

. dence of Lieut. Munsgn., There, after much jesting and a little eating, the party
disbanded, leaving the two pair of Newlyweds in the rare-atmosphers of tranquility.
| Lieut, Fisher is-a native son of Kansas. _He attended the Kansas State Agri-
cultural College and-later went to West Poimt, Upon graduation.from the Military

“Academy in the Spring of 1924 he went to the Air Corps Flying Schools at San An-
'toniol Texas, ~Upon graduation from the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field on
Sept, 14, 1925, s was assigned to the 16th Observation Squadron, Marshall Field,
Fort Riley, Kansas, for duty. He has-teen on duly at this statiO*/éver.sincec

. RPN . "-;".;-—-COO--—i." Sl / . B

. LUKE FIELD PILOTS HAVE LUCKY ESCAPES = = -, -,

Word was recently received from Hawaii-that Lieuts. Wisehart and Wheeler of
the 19th Pursuit Squadron successfully performed a half outside loop during Decem~-
~bers Lieut, Wisehart, just to prove that he was noi superstitious executed his
‘feat on the-13th of the month, when a Wheel of-his P¥-9 collapsed as-he landed
on‘t ke Field and the plane wenmt over on its back: Lieut. Wheeler performed his
stung\gn'the 23rd of his last scheduled training flight for 1926.  The 19th Squad-
ron haY teen practicing gunnery at Wainanalo, and when the shooting was completed
Lieut. Wheeler started for Luke Field, following the customary route, through the
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WPsli" pass, and then down Nuuanu Vallev, Just after vpassing through the pass his
motor quiti and Lieut, Wheeler debatzd on whether to join the Caterpillar-Club or

stay with the ship. He decided on the latier coursa and tc make a try for a land-
ing in an old reservoir. Fortunately, he just made the rsservoir, settled over the

dam and landed in the tall grass.. The plane werit' ovor on its back but, due to the:

tall grass, it was practically uninjured, the only damage being a bent rudder, ver-.

tical fin and wheel. . .
Those who have served in Hawaii and know the configuration of Nuvanu Valley
with its thousand foot &ides and rough bottom, coversd with trees and underbrush,
can appreciate the £kill and geod judgment displayed by Lieut. Wheeler in mafing
a landing in the one available spot in that partion of the valley, without injury
46 himself and only minor daege %o the airplane. . . .
‘ . . “e=0Q0=== , :
PARACHUTE JUMPS FROM AIRSHIP u//f .
Four enlisted men of Langley Field recently made_simuitanecus»parachute jumps
from the Airship TC-%.  These men, Corporals Hunter and Kederes and Privates Ben-
o¢ick and Swain, wade the jumps from rope ladders suspended about twenty foet below
tho airship cars The Pathe News Reel Comorsman took pictures of this stunt,_and
the slow camera gave wonderful pictures of the expression on the faces of the men
while waiting for their parachutes to open. The same péctures also showed, by the
grips of the jumpers, that they were taking no chances of failing to pull the rip
cords., It was the firgi-time any of these men had attempted a parachute jumpe
’ | w==000=~= :

= PHOTOGRAPHING FLORIDAlFROM,THE;&IH// o

The latest project undertaken by the Army Air Corps along the line of aerial
photography is that 6f ghotograrhing for the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey a
strip, 75 miles long, along the east coast of Floride, north of Miami, with this
city as the base of operations, thence to ths West coast of Florida where approx=
imately 1000 square miles will be photographed +o the west of the Everglades.

The photographs will be taken with-a T-1 Tri Lens Camera from an altitude of
10,800, and it i@ iestimated that -it will require approximately a month to cpmpletﬁ
the work. J . : A S
irst Lieut. Guy Kirksey, pilot, and Technical Sergeant Vernon H. Merson, Pho-
tographer, of the 20th Photo Section, Langley- Field, Va., departed January 17th, in
a Loening Amphibian airplane, for Miami, Fla.; via Pope Field, N.Ci; Paris Island,
5.C.; Jacksonville, Fla,;-and Daytona, Fla. . I

- ' s -=-000m==-

USE OF ‘AIRPLANES FOR LIFE-SAVING AT SEA
, Airplanes equipped with tow target reels may be used for life-saving at sea~-
at least this is the opinion of the Air Corps officers stationed at Crissy Rield,
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif, ' S o . E '

' Captain W.RB. King, Commanding Officer ¢f the Fort Point Coast Guard Station
at Crissy Field, ‘states that 27 life-lines were lost in an a tempt tc establish
contact between life-saving cutter and U.S. Destroyers that went on the rocks' near.
Point Conception, and that seven lines were. lost in salvaging the S.5. Lahonna.

It is necessary to get lines tetween wessels not only when saving lives but also
‘when vessels founder on'rocks'andhsandbars,.and'humah'lives are in no inmediate
danger., In a recent caze, when a certain Naval vessel was stranded off shore and
was in no immediate danger, twe liws were lost in an attempt to got..a tow-line
on board. . e I
. The extreme range of a gun shooting a life-line is about 500 yards under the
most favorable conditions but, due to cross-winds, is very inaccurate and often |
shears off on striking the wessel.. It is necessary to put out.two different lines
before passing a hawser. -Air Corps officers believe thnt airplanes equipped with
tow-~target reels can carry a flexihle cable, with a brsaking péint of 3,600 pounds,
about one mile long. An experienged pilot and observer should be able to drop.
this cable over two objecis on land .or.at sea, thersby establishing coitact, and .
would save lots ¢f time, barrels of money, lots of worry and perhaps humaa lives.
Arrangements are Ysing made to test the process. All that is neeued is a
ship in trouble: Yeyond the range of the Coast Guard squipment. ' :
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MUNICTPAu AITPORI FO? COLU@BIA 500

At the Fequest of the Chamber of Commerce of bolumbla S.G., Pope Field
figured recently in the plannlng of a municipal airport fo; tnat city. Lieubs, .
ifilton M, Murphy and Herbert W, Gamt 1e Tlew down in a DH and inspected the pro-
posed site, - A consultation between the Ckamber officials and the two Air Corps .
officers resulted in very’ ae*lnlte plans being laia for an Arl field. - Part of
the State Fair grounds is to be- 1eve19d enlarged, ‘and cleared of trees which
would affect the. approaches. Shelber for several planes will be provided. ' The
Columbia Field, .when it is aeveleped Wlll prov1de a very welcome "break" 1n ,
these Carollna woods. T ‘ i : - .

‘-—-0004——’ d
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POPE ﬁIELD APPEARS TO ED AN ELUSIVE SPO” ' ‘:f'.l“
Commentlng on the ¢act that several Navy and Marine planes have pasced
through Pope Field, N.C., during the past month, en-route to- Pensacola and San - -
Diego, the News Letter Correspondent from that staulon states that Pope Field
'secrs to te a rather elusive. objectlve when Navy and Marine pilots head in this
Giréction, many of them landing in varicus cotton fields throughout the country.
He then goes on to say = "So ‘many “of ‘them have .sat her down at Raleigh to ask
A directions that wé consider moving Pepe Field up theré to insure their flndlng
. us. However, we realize fully the difficuities encountered in flylng ‘between
here and Hampton Roads and Quantwco. The route is almost entirely devoid of any
real landmarks; and the numerous Yogging railroads Wthh mushroon practlcally
-overnlgnt lend to uhe general uonfuoloni"j _ :
: ' . ———oOo---

-

WL LﬁUbES ExobJs OF JTHE ENG GLISH. SPARROV “j-i‘

"

.

The story of how tne two alrnlane hangars at Norton rleld thé Reserve fly- -
ing fleld at Col umbus,(Ohlo were rid of "that peot whlch every Air Corps man who
works. around a plane very . well knows, the Mngllsh snarrow 19 1nterest1ng1y e~ -

" “lated by Joe.Allen of that fieid. - .. -
' The hangars at Norton. Field are of steel construcb:oa, maklng it a VEYY easy
matter for sparrows to’ get in and out, ‘and’ bulld their nests in the framework over=
~ head.  Their being no cevllng to the hanoars, it usually took a lot of time for
"the three mon employed at ‘this station’ to keep the five or six ships clean.-
Their job was made still harder by reason of” the faét that the nearest avallable
water supply was no nearer than a ‘city block, and it was necessary ton » bring ‘same
. over in 5-gallon water cans carried on the 51de of the gas truck, As may well
be surmised; the men had no kindly feellngs towards the feathered pest which
laughed and chirped overhoad. :

One ‘day a reserve officer ‘on his way out to the field to take a fllght plcked
up an Anjured owl off the road. He ‘brought 1t to the hangars and the mechanics .
"tock tars of it and narsed the injured leg until Mr. Owl was able to get around.
After he got so that he could get aboul the men expectad he would take Frénch

; leave, but the old boy found himself a roost in orie end of the hangar and there -

.. he stayad., All this happened over two. months ago and as the meh come :into the

\ hangar in the morning they have fallen ‘into the. hablu”oz looking up at a certain

© | place in the roof to invariably find him perched up there fast asleep. . .

Mr. Allen goes on with-the story, as folldws: "In the meantime we noticed

. that the ‘hangars had “to be swept oftener than was usually dOne on account of the

. feathers scattered all ovwer the floor, As you can readily guess, they were spar-

. row feathers. The old boy. killed’ aparrows eve"y nlght aad the only trace he left
was a few tail feathers. .

_ " The owl kKeeps oota hangars pol*ced as thoroughly as if tney were fllled with

' deadly poison for the sparrows. It is a’ very rare occasion when a sparrow 1s
seen anywheré nedr the hangars fuch less 1n31de of them. '

What is worrying us is that the owl w1ll leave when the sparrows start giv-
ing Norton Field a wide berti ia thelr fllchts about this vicinity. . But® rather
than lose him we will buy meat for him to keep him satlsfled. He did for us
what fire, p01son shotgunss air rifles and wateér couldn't do,’ And, believe me,
if he keeps up hls good work he’ has a’ home at Norton Field until he dles of oid
.ac,.e. 1t
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A letter received the other day;fromiﬁy._Allen states: "Our friend Owl,
*The Sparrow Exterminator’, is still on the job as ambitious as ever.”
. . R e Q-

'AIRSHIP TC-5 MAKES FAST FLIGHT

. The Airship TC-5,piloted by Lieuts. W.A. Gray and L.A¢~Skinner, with War- —
rant Officer R.E, Lassiter the third member of the crew, recently made a coast
patrol flight -from Langley Field, Va., to Lakehurst, N.J., a distance of. 260
miles, in the, remarkable time of 3 hours, 30 minutes, or at an average speed’ .
of 74 miles per hour. While Langley Field is not the "Sunny South", severe cold
weather with snow and ice is quite a rarity there, so during the period spent..
at Lakehurst the crew of the TC-5 enjoyed the pleasures of participating in win--
ter sports, such as ice skating and tobogganing. After the Sailars and Marines
stationed at Lakehurst had worked for se¥eral hoursclearing the snow awayrfrom
the hangar, they were,able to prepare the TC-5 for -its return trip to Langleyf.
Field, The last 150 miles of the @pip was made by moonlight.

3 amm000< == b///
THE GOOD WILL FLIGHT TO CANADA -

, Twelve pursuit ships and one Deuglas Transport took off from Selfridge Field,
Mt, Clemens, Mich., Jaduary 24th on a flight to Canada, the purpose being to pro-
vide a practical test in mobility of the presewt typs of pursuit planes undgr the
most severe conditions that can be found in the yicinity of that field. This
flight was the first test to date with a view of ascertaining the mobility of -
pursuit ships when equipped with skiis in extremely cold weather, Previous man-
euvers of the lst Pursuit Crouprhave had to do with the operation of planes and.
machines in severe cold weather at Oscoda, Mich., and in these maneuvers thg fli-
ers learned valuable lessons in winter flyings . o ; ‘

"~ Another very important reason for making the flight into Canada was to comply
with urgent requests of representatives of the Canadian Government, as well as .
prominent Canadian'citizens, that a flight from Selfridge Field visit some;POFtlon
of Canada while in maneuvers .for the purpose of stimulating there greater inter-

_est in aviation, both commercial and military, ' - L
Officers participating in the flight were Major Thomas G. lanphier, lst Lts.
St.Clair Streett, L.Cy Mallory, A.G. Liggett, G.G. Finch, F.C. Crowley, 2nd Lis.
J.JWilliams, L.H. Rodieck, L.C. Ellicott, Lee Gehlbach, C.H., Deerwester and J. G
Hopkins. 'The Douglas Transport carrying mechanics and supplies fqr_thg,fllght wag
piloted by Staff Sghs. Archie Bailéy;-Bafne§ E, Fuller, Frank'Deeman,‘Equ B.
Redifer and Sgt. Wm. H. Ross. : e e '
With the precision of taxivabs keeping a train appointment, the 12 airplanes-
landed on the ice of the Ottawa River shortly afier noon of the R24th, after a
‘flight of 430 miles from Selfridge Field, and taxied on their skiis to parking
places on the river bank. The non-stoo flight to Ottawa was a complete success,
the average speed being about 135 milés an hour and the distance being covered
in two hours, .55 minutesy Thé Douglas Transport landed at Camp Borden for refuel- .
ing and arrived someiime later. : T . !
At night the persomnel of the flight were guests of the Royal Canadian Air /|
Force at a formal ball. . On the following day the American airmen.continued their;
 friendly invasion of Camada by a flight to Moitreal, 100'miles digtant. A crowd ;
of about 15,000 persons cheered the fliers prior to. their:departures Scheols were
dismigsed to enable the pupils to witness the unusual events -Suk-zovo weatber.at’
Ottawa caused considerable.trouble in starting the motors, and; il-was not until {
afternoon that the ships were .able to head towards Montreal. En route two se- }
vere snow storms forced the entire flight of 13 ships %o ‘make two landings on the)
Ottawa River. The failure of the fliers to arrive on séhnedule caused cohsidetr- !
able apprehension. A crowd waited almost four hours to.grest the planes, as they,
were at first expscted tefore noon., The flietrs landed at Beis Frand Field, ten |
miles north of Montreal, and were greeted by the American Consul-Gensrsl, offi-
cials of the City .of Montreal, officers.of the Canadian Air Force and officers /
of the American Legion. - ' L T ;7
Extremely cold weather delayed the flight several days at Montreal, coni}d—
erable difficulty being experienced in starting the motors. ' : A

- From Montreal the Pursuit Group fliers pointed their ships to Buffalo, N,Y,,

and the return flight to Selfridge Field was completed at 2;00 P,il. January 30th.
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A full report on this fllght Wlll be publl red in the next issue of the

NEWS LETTER. . .
‘ e000n oo

MAJOR HUBLRT R. HARNON PETAIEFD TO- LONDON

MaJor hubert R, Halmon untll ¢ecent 1y Chief of the 1nformatlon'Division‘
Office Chief of Air Corps, was detailed as ‘Assistant Mllltary Attache, American.
Embassy, Londen, BEugland, relieving Major C.L. Tinker, who has been dlrectoa to

report to the.Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. for duty. .
* Captain Robvert L. Walsh h&s'cucceeded MaJor ‘Harmon a¢ Chlef of fhe Infor=

mation D1v151on. e

P

o
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS

Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, Jan. 28%h.

A feeling of relief psrvades the whole field and particularly those pilots
who were daily working in conjunction with the filming of "Wings", the -Air Serviee
photoplay being produced by the Famous Players Laskey Corporation. Close asso-
‘ciation-with the visitors from Hollywood has affected some of the pilots with a
bit of motien picture temperment.  During the four months of flying activities in -
connection with the picture, 1514 hours were flown. ‘ , ' T

The holiday period was inaugurated at this station with the departure of the
Pan-American Flight, While the christening of the ships took place at Duncan
Field on Dec. 21st, the muddy condition of the field necessitated delaying the
take-off until the next day when the ships were taxied to Kélly, and the runway
at this station was utilized to get them in the air. :

During the holidays three more Douglas 0-2's were brought back from Rockwell
Field by Capt. Lynd, Lieuts. Maxwell and Goldsborough., Thé pilots ferried DH4M-1's
to the west coast to be eventually delivered at Honolulu. . Lieuts. Miller, Keil,
and Prosser brought back the next consigrment of 0-2's this month! Lieut. Prosser
is still, however, sojourning at Marfa awaiting the arrival of good weather.

" Due to the necesstiy economy in the-use of gasoline cross~courtries for the
last month 6r two have been at a minimum; and most of the flying déne has been that -
actually necessary in cartrying out the school curriculum, -

The Kelly Field Polo Team has been receiving congratulations on winning the
high and low goal events of the local midwinter tournament held under the auspices
of the 2nd Division, in which 8 teams participated, The Air Corps team consisted
of Major Andrews#4, Captain; Lidut. Shea #3, Lieut. Craw #2 and Lieut. Beverly #l.
Lieut, George acted as substitute. The same team, except that Lieut. J.B. Clark
will act as substitute, will participate in the Midwinter Tournament to be held
in February. While the opposition in this tournament will be somewhat more stren-
uous, the players nevertheless have high hopes of bringing home the bacon and are
full of enthusiasm. o : o . '

' The 68th Service Squadron developed & basket ball tdatt which Lieut. Walker,
their commanding officer, is bragging abeut'a little. They recently won the
championship of Kelly Field,: ' -

Lieut. James L. Grisham, on duty as Personnel Adjutant since peporting from
Little Rock, Ark., where he ‘was on organized reserve duty, was replaced by Lieut.
Welsh, Lieut. Grisham joined the faculty of the school in the academic section.

The various armament departments of the field were consolidated with location
at Hangar 14, Capt. Stribling, Ord. Dept., is Armament Officer with Lt. Hamilton
as assistant, All armorers are required to qualify as instructors and their ser-
vices are utilized in putting the students through a six weeks' coursé in armament
covering two weeks in the class room and four weeks on the range. .

The following officers recently arrived here from the places indicated:’lst
Lieut. Roy B. Lea, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 2nd Lieut. Gerald G. Johnson, Braoks Field.

The following officers will leave Kelly Field in the near futuré: Capte F:S3.
Wagner, M.C.; to Chanute Field; 1lst Lieuts. Park Holland to the Philippines; F.H.
Kuhn, Q.M.C., to Alaska; R.T. Cromau, to Pamama; R.L. Maughan to Salt Lake GCity.

Two more members were duly initiated in the Caterpillar Club on Fawa’yyr 18th,
when Flying Cadets Robert E. {Kxitier and George T. Shleppy took off from a Martin
Bomber after a collision of two Martin Bombers and made safe landings via parachutes.

On January 7th Flying Cadets Richard E. Terrell and Charles Shields, Jr., were
- killed in an accident resulting from a collision between DH's piloted by them -

while flying in formation during the course of their instruction. S

A dance was given Jan. 1lth in honor of Commander Richard Byrd, U.S. Navy,
whose  Yecture itinerary included San Antonio. Commander Byrd made quite an im-
pression on the personnel of the field.

Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N,C., Jan. 17th.

Captain Albert W, Stevens, A.C., attached temporarily to the Field Artillery /
Board here at Fort Bragg, is on the job demonstrating the great value of aerial
photography as applied to Artillery fire control problems. At mny hour between !
dawn and dusk the "Flying laboratory" may be seen high in the sky over the reser-
vation -- and Sundays are no exception. The Materiel Division's method of furaish-
ing a battery with a clear and accurate picture of a bombarded target within seven
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minutes after the last shot of thae volley is fired is.highly commended by the
Board, Further development aleng this line promises stronger cooperation be-
tween the aerial photographer and the Artillery forces. S S -

Lieut, Harlan W, Holden has teen dealing much misery to the wild turkeys
on the reservation of late. ~So persistently has he harassed the turkeys that
they must havg formed the opinion that he and his dogs represent the éntire
military strength of Fort Bragg. The bag limit is one bird per season, and
for that reason Lieut. Holden modestly denies any uanusual prowess in his
gobbler war, , , : ) ) ' \ A

The first snow-fall in the North drove quite a ‘swarm of barnstormers through
here, all.migrating toward the warm and sunny side of the States. DMost of the
pilots were real dyed-in-the-wool barrstormers, yéu know the kind that prays every
jump that he may sight a pay passenger before his gas tank runs dry. But one of
these southbound flyers was somewhat different. In a subile manner, yet a very
offective one, he paid Pope Field its greatest compliment. Peeling a twenty off
a.roll that would break a DH 'prop he asked a buck on the line for change. And
this occurred two weeks after pay day, S T

Lisut, L,P. Arnold, pilet, with Lieut. T. Munchof, Res., as passenger,
stopped over night with us and gassed their 02-C, which they were .ferrying from
Los Angeles to Hartford. Both officers ‘reported an enjoyable trip but seerod
happy to be nearing their finai-destinatidn,ﬂ : ) T -

Luke Field, T.H.. Januery 10th.

Orders were received at Luke Field relieving the 6th and 19th Pgrsuit .
Squadrons -from assignment o the Fifth Composite Group and.organizing them into
a provisional .Pursuit Group, with.station at Wheeler Field, The 4th Ops?rvataon
Squadron, now Stationed at Wheeler Field, will move to Luke Field and join the .
Fifth Composité/Group. . . - .~ = 7 o : a -

16th Observation Squadron, Marshall Fiold; Fta Rilgjr, Ka'.nsas.. :

A Bosrd was convéned -at Fort Riley in.Janvary to.examine applicants for
commission in the -Air.Corps, Regular Artiy, consisting of Capt.-Don G. Hildrup,
‘M. G, President, Capt. Thomas Boland; Capts. F.C. Venn, M.Gjand 1lst Lieut.
Alfred Jewett. Only two applicants, W.R, Wolfinbarger, of Kansas City,and
Lewis Bowen of Omaha appeared before the-Board. “Curly" .Wolfinbarger 1s now .
principal flying instructor at:the ‘Sweensy Flying School at Kansds City, and Mre
Bowen is flying Air Mail between Omaha and Cheyennes. o A
Major H.H. Arnold was ordered to McCook Field, Dayton, O., to preside over
a Board of Officers which will revise the table of basic allowances. He left
January 16th and returned about two weeks later. .. . - . o L. '

. Lieut,Htmzrr-Munson, A.C., Reserve, reported Jan.. lst for 6 months' active : R
duty with the 16th Observation Squadron. Munson graduated from the Advanced Fly-
ing Schéol at Kelly.Field in 1921. Eveby summer since then he has attended Re- .
serve Officers' camps, and he has.done much commercial flying. -He intends to
study for examination for commission in the Regular Army. - -

Lieut, and Mrs. Morrison entertained the Air Corps Jan. 18th 'in honor of
Liseut, and Mrs, Fisher in the Bridge Tea Room. A kitchen shower preceded_fhe ‘
bridge activities. - During the course of the evening food was served at which
time the luge wedding cake was cut by Mrs. Fisher with the. shiny sabre which
 was the property of her.nable husband, It just happened that Mrs. Munson and
N, Mrs. Fisher found & tiny doll baby in their rqépéctiva-piecés-Of cake. An Qde
| to the bride and groom, written by Major Arnold, was read and presented to. the
! Fishers by Lt, Jewett., The humor contained therein added much to the merriment -
i of the party. A good time was had by all,’ o ’ '

i

‘A few days after all.ths officers reported in for duty following the holi-
«days, nine planes were ordered to’Ormha to carry and escort Brig.—Ge?.-E,E.B9oth
and a part of his staff, and Col., Oliver; Cavalry., The official bus iness being
| completed at Corps Area Hdqrs. the flight returned the following morning.

2 Capt. F.C. Venn, Flight Surgeon, returned Jan. 15th fromvleave.- Dur%ng.theaA_
‘balance of the month he gave physical examinations 1o gpplicantg for commission
rin the Air Corps, and gave the regular 609 examination 1o all regular flying

ipersonnel in the 16th Obs, Sgdn: During February- he will visit all Army air

)stations in the 7th Corps Area to give 609 examinations to the pilots ?hersaﬁ. On

\March 15th Capt. Venn will enter the Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, Texes
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at which time Capt. Pratt will return from the Primary Flying School to resume
his duties at Marshall Field. Lo ' L e
‘The Cavalry School at Fort Riley. récently sponsored a great horse show 'in
one of the main riding halls on the posﬁ}h”hmlarge'bddj'of'ehthusiasticfébsef-- ;
vers crowded into the bleachers to witness the horsemanship performances The - -
events were primarily intended for Cavalry of ficers, but entries were consider-’
ed from independent branches on the post. -The Air Corps again came to the ’
front when Lt. James M., Bevans rode away with 2nd prize in a 4 foot touch and . - -
out event. " ‘ o ' ' - o
The Air Corps Basket ball team here is in the lead. Under the leadership
of Lt, Fisher the boys fought their way through:a 10004 standing, winning ten -
straight games. The team plays flashy but- congistently and is greatly strength-.
eneé when Lieut., Fisher enters the game'at a forward position. - S
~ Air Corps officers arve attending one hour léctures in the Cavalry School
about 4 days per week. They are proving to be discussions rather than lectures.
-The subjects consider Cavalry tactics-and the relation to it of the four branches
of the Air Corps, especially Observation Aviation. L R
Under the direction of Capt, Thomas Boland, with Capt. Warner B. Gates as as-
sistant, the officers of the 1l6th Sqdn.: are studying a series of courses of a
tactical nature. - At present the subject ‘ip the daily classes concervs "BEmploy~ .
ment of Associated Units". The last study was "Organization'and Training'. These-
school courses are independent of the above mentioned courses studied in the
Cavalry School, o LT _
One of our Gei.C. trucks gsent to Omaha a few weeks ago with airplane supplies
‘burnt out a’ connecting rod béaring when. it reached the-vicinity of Lircoln,; Nebs
Lisut. R.E. Randall flew & tiruck mechanic and +the necessary material to Lincoln,
and the truck was driven to thé hHome station the following day. ' ' -
‘Vertical photographic-silhouettes. were reeently obtained by Lieut, Harvey F.
Dyer, Asst, Photographic Officer, and Sgt. Walsh of the five types of aircraft .~
represented at Marshall Field. They had the planes placed at intervals on light
spots on the field, and took.vertical photographs from 1,000 and 2,000 ft. altitude.
The Air Corps officers at Fort Riley have a bowling team, but its personnel
varies so much, .because of inconsisteéncy, that it is quite difficult to name the
officers on the team, Major.Arnold with Lieut. Bevans remain quite consistgnt1Y~
above the 160 m ¥k, with.the‘latter_occasionally'exceeding'a 200 score. T

e e

Crissy Field, Presidiojof San~Fran6iSCO, Calif., Jah. 22,

Since Master Sgt. Thomas J. Fowler, 9lst Obs. Sqdn. gave his DH4B a kath’ °
some ten miles:nt séa three years ago and wag picked up by a life-saving tug, all
Coast Guard Lookouts have been instructed to observe all airplanes flying over
water. This keeps the pérsonnel from getting nervous while awaiting a tug to
pick them up in case their "flivver" decides to pull a “Trudy Ederle'. .~ -
Capt. William:C. Ocker, pilot, with Capt. David A. Myers, M.C., Flight - . /
Surgeon, flew to Pleasonton, Calif.,to establish an emergency landing field, !
Lieut, Erik E. Nelson, Round-the-World flier, arrived here the other day from ¢
the Douglas Aircraft Factory at Santa Monica, Calif., -in a new type Douglase )
Air Mail Pilet Remlin, carrying two passengers in a 3-place Douglas, stopped ]

over night at Crissy Field and left for the Western Airways Field near Los Angeles. /
Flying Cadets Ferris and Tefft, and Staff Sgte. Woodruff reported Jan. 18th

40 take the examination for commission in the Regular,Army.' L -
Major Geo. H. Peabody, 0.I.Cs, Military Department at the University-of

California, during a recent visit to Crissy Field, was astounded to see Lt. Jack

Glascock smoking a. brard new pipe. Knowing that Jack-had an abidingAaffection‘n s

for his old pipe, the Major could not understand how he had brought himseli to par

with it. Rumor has it that Jagk id punishing his old faithful’for not functioning;

properly during the Stanford-California football game last November when he tried

to lay a smoke screen on the line of scrimmage at a mosttcritical peried of the z

game .

Langley Field, Hampton, Va., January 22nd. °

Second Wing Headquarters: Our organization commander, Capt. Paul J .Mathis,
who was on leave "Touring America First" by suto, has returned to us. The leave |
seems to have worked wonders with the Captain, as he is all 'smiles" thase deys
and we think he must have had a good time.  He resuméd his duties as Posit Adjurant.

- 4T - o y-5642, A.C)

P
;
! :

O A



86th Bombardment Squadron: The "Devil's Own"™ has had 50 hrs. 4°
eredit o farsthis month., We regretfully say "Good-Bye" to Cap
week, for-hé leaves us for an operation atiWalter Reed Hospital, 8 re= "
turning to civil life after completing a six months' course of active duty with -
our organization, and carries with him cur best wishes for centinued success in
the future. .’ oo o '

Lt. McReynolds and Master Sgt, D.D. Johnson are on D/S at. Edgewood Arsenal
undergoing trainirdg in the latest method ¢f handling smoke’'screen ships. .
.~ 1lth Bombardment Squadron: During January the Squadron has flown a total
iéffgS‘hbd?s“aﬁdilb minutes, consisting of 109 flights.

=

" Gendral News:of tho Field: -Athletics at Langley has had the Tirst call dur-
ing the fall and winter.. An’officersfgand"ppst-basket’ball.team‘keepé;hp:the in-
terest, and for-thosé who prefér a.less strenuous form of exercise a. volley tall

" and hand -Ball cotrt is maintaihed in the Post Gym. In the last five games played: .
by the post.tdam, a total .of 224 points were scored against 163‘ﬁqf:the_opp9nents,
teams from Norfolk and Newport Néws., Langley won all five. = In addition to the
activities at thé Gym, the Officers'.Clib had a Golf curtain and :codd mats for
practicing golf installediin the Seaplane Hangar, ' An indoor tennis’ court is also
being laid out in this hangar..-. . = e oL o

The Douglas Transport which has been maintaining a more o less regular week
end schedule to Bolling Field during the winter 1eft for that station the .other

day with the following passengers: ~Colbnel,0011ihs;:C}A;C.;iLt{ Rothrock, Ress,
Sgte Hamilton, Private Milligan, Cadet Wheaton,pilot; and Staff Sgte Prast, me< -
chanice o S e , oL R B 4

San Antonio'Air'Ihtermediéte'Debot‘ Duncan Field.,Té%as,.Jan.‘lsth.

Sems construction work is continuing in the improvement of the post. The
Quartermaster is rapidly completing the new drainage system,. obviating any fear
of‘high water in various-spots, of which there has heretofore been a possibility.
Work has been commenced on the new set of quarters for the Commanding Officer,
also on two other sets of Officers' Quarters. -In the Depot Supply Department,.the.
new concrete floor in Hangar 12 is nearly finished, likewise the new addition to
Hangar 8 for heavy metal storage. Work is also being performed on the grounds of
the Headquarters Building,, The Air Corps Training Center, located at Duncan Field.
A lawn has beer started, the driveway gravelled, and a hedge plantéd in front of

* the building, all of which will add materially to the attractiveness of its appear-
ances o L o - . N . T

At the invitation of the Sciemtific Society of San Antonio, Major J.H. Pirie,
our commanding officer, delivered a lecture on "Projectiles Used by the;United
States Army Air Corps", illustirated with appropriate lantern slides and a motion
picture film, to the members of that Society and a large number of invited guests.
: ‘Mr, Elmer J, Briggs, Airplane Engine Inspector at this Depot, returned Jan.
22nd from temporary duty since Dec. 20th, visiting the -Curtiss Airplane & Moter
Corporation at Buffalo, N,Y.; Selfridge Field, Mich; and Fairfield, Ohio, in con-
nection with instruction on the manufacture and meintenance of Curtiss D-12 wngines.

The Engineerding Department ovérhauled and repaired 23 airplanes gnd 31 engines
during December;”viz; Airplanes - 4 DH-4M-2; 4 VE-9; 3 Douglas 0-2; 5 OA-14; 1 FPl-A7j
1 PTS1; 1 CO-4; 4 DH=4M=1: Enginger=-~ 183Libgrty, 18 Wright E. . .. .
The shipment of the "Dog Plane" to the Pan~American Flight, .oy rail and water,

occasioned another speed record for our Pepot Svpply Department, -On January 8th,
at 9:00 A\M, this Depot received.instructions to prepare-this Amphibian for immed-
jate shipment, The Depot Supply Department, working night and day, dismantled,
prepared for shipment, and loaded this plane on two cars, by 4:00 A.,M, on January
9th, (Sunday), so that it might be immediately moved by railroad. . o

. Major Frank D. Lackland was a visitor at this Depot from Fort Ctpckgﬁi on,

\\January 12th. R : -
N ' : , - : Sl
Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., December 9. = = N

'’ Hdgrs, 4th Composite Group: -The post has gained a new Personnel Adjutant up-
on the arrival of Lieut. Corley P, McDarment on the Nov. 23rd trangport.~rLieut.
John D, Gorkille, who also-arrived on this transport, was assigned to the 28th
Bomba rdment Squadron, - _ _ . e

98th ‘Bombardment Squadron: Lieut, Koontz assumed command of the Squadron .
after returning from leave in China, Capt. Bagle left the Squadron on detached
service to the Southern Islands to locate new landing fields.
- : - 48 - v-5642, A.C. /
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"66th Se¢V1ce Wocron:  The oUb‘aSpOFQ1y lost its chlef in- “the denarture of
Tech. Sgt. Meeks on the December trans po‘t. It is with regret that we say’ good- bye‘
to genlal YGeonge", Staff.Sgt. Smith Ie¥% for the. States on the. Decﬁmber tranoport
upon the azrlval of his replacsmeau, Suaff ogt. HEWlut. ' O

e - &

Ciazk B eld Pamn o+o»SBnbura. ‘P.I.

N

Major Lehs Walt on Lieuts. Julian u.'Haddon and John GE‘VllllamS gpent somg:
of thelr Db in Bagm;o 1n preparatlon for the coming golf touraamant. ‘In the ean=
time, the "Home quard" benefited from: deily practice to +he extent of one of the‘_&
"dubs" namely ﬂarrv Nllls, carried our puofessor "Pref, Haddon" around as an R
ancnor.. This broughf up a heated argument concerning the relative merits of - uraan‘v‘
ing methods and camps. Lieut. Haddon, by the: way, h&s the dlStlnotlon of “aVln%
made twe “holes in one', .

Information just leaked out tnat lst Lleut. Edw1n B._Bobzlen requested an. -
eight months " extension. . We, who see nim daily, can notice no’ change, bub. un=
doulbitedly some change haq taken place.; He seems ratlonal in every other respocts

In baseball we, the ‘Air Corps are still ahead and believe we will be. able‘
to maintain our lead to ‘the end of the g5 jasons The desigration. MAir Corps® is'
advisedly. used. There is a-little t°ChnlCalltV that needs explainings During -
the last yawe with the 24th Field Art.(P.5.) their marager tock exceptlon o our:
new pitcher whom conditipns feorced-ué to. bor pw {rom Camp chhols statlug %ha% L
he did not teleng.to the SréaPursulu Sguaoron,; As it is.not-the Brd Pursulb’ S
Squadron that is playlng wut “the #irCorpg’ his protest carried no welgnt- \Th?' i
game was one of the hottest sver played here ending 2 to 2, 9»imnings == 1o. :
picnic 1n the u?OplCS. Saveral mori ipnings. would have been played but for o
darkness. Right here we wish to gay atfew worids in praise of the pitchery: Pvt.fiﬁ”
~ LeLoup, on DS from Camp ‘Nichol§e ATtnﬁt,h it aa the - jaw’ with a pltched ball- e
and severely injured, he p“tched tne wqol gﬁr@. Qulue K1 blt of nerve, and cour-:"' '

gge say we,: . - B ks

4 -~

Kindley Field, I‘or:t Nills, B ; ;f.." x

The Decembbr let transport carrled hmme one. of the old tlmers,of Klndley
Field, 1st Lt. Rotert Ho Flnley, who e¢dncludéd a’ tour of 22 months in the- Islands.::'_
He .goes to Kelly Field, and carries ‘with him our, best wishese = .. T
- © The ‘same transnort broughtld% Lt. Lucas V. Beal, Jr:, who was a381gned to
this field. The THOMAS was given a hearty welcome by the Air. Corpss . BOmbers,
DH! s and, our seaplanes escorted-her thréugh the Sou b Channel.'; .

The "ladigs of° Klndley~Fleld gave- meterial as51stance to: the” Army Rellef Show
held at ,Top Side. A booth wag: érécted repreaentjnv the-convéentional ’ sideshows - -
The 1adles, in “‘¢ostume, apneawed before “the- tent where Lieut. Mollison sasily J'-‘
convinced the men that ‘on-the .ingide,:all of “the secrets of harem "show" was &
big success. A great dlaappolrtmenu avaited the ‘men.who, when “the cuvtaﬂns were
parted saw only a 1arge placard reading “Barnumn’ wa.s rlght" o

The "Inspe ctor’ General's anhual inspection agaln ga ve Klndley Fleld an- oppor-
tunity to pass, & mcst créditable inspection. -

Naster Sgte Duntley' who ha's _so e’f-01eﬂt1 flatoened the cushlons pf,Klﬂd-n“
ley Field's Sergeant Major's throne for. tle past two years, left on the Dec. lst -
transport THOMAS for the sbatdc, bound for Chanute Field. He and Mrs. Duntley -
take ‘with them the best wishes of the entire’ organization. Sgts Duntley's re=:
placement, Master Sgt. Wlllﬂaw As Wilson, from Chanute Field, arrlved'qn,ﬁhe‘
THOMAS, Nov. 23rd and- 1mmed1at°ly beﬁame ‘busily engaged in geutlng his very. immed="
iate” "commandlnT offwcer" Mrs. Wllson together with two 1little -Wilsons, settledﬂ=r
in quarters. Sgis Wllson being an Ar l mechanlv, is & welcome add1t¢on to the.
Engineering Department. /

Practice games preparatory to gettvng the pondvlum of the Fort Mills Bbseb%ll
League in motion &r¢ well'under way. ' Kindley Field, in games against BaLteL10g¢:,Lgu-
D, Atand E, 'of the- 59th Coasgt ﬁrtnllery, showed its superiority. in each ins zaace.‘
Tnese encouraglng results have the top-side teams looking with no 1¢utlpayxup°ct
uoon:nn"agg”egatlon who, in turn, are confidently leo k;mg forward to thc’end of. .
the series and seelng tae Leabue 'y tropky w1th the same A.C. label. on ith -

/.

[ .
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France Iield, Panaﬁa Canal Zone.’

The Christmas holidays and the 1926 .rainy season have been here and gons, The
New Year 1927, and the .dry scason are beginning with many activities and new resolu-
tions beingmade,. Notwithstanding that we -had no snow for Christmas and no sléigh
bells could be heard, all seemed to have a wonderful time and were sorry to see the
\ Yuletide pass. There were Christmas trees, dances and kouse parties galore, Many

. dances and parties were held for toth officers and enlisted men, some teing held in

- the big France Field auditorium, They were well attended and enjoyed by alls
3 There were also a number of good boxing‘bouts rum off by the France Field
Social Club during the month. -~ . ] S T

Cross-country flights and work with other branches.was somewhat hampered . .
» during the early ‘part of tha month, due te heavy rains and thunder storms. Cross-
y  country trips were made by Lieuts, Larson, Gaffney, Pearcy, Day, King; and Evans,

. carrying as passengeérs Sgte Kelly, Corp. Wright, Corp. Happsrsatt, Pvts, Galipeau,
Evans, Montana and McHale., Lieuts. Larson and King, Evans and Day, Sghs Kelly,.
Corporals Wright, Happersatt,. Pvisi. Galipeau,and Evans made trips to the ancient:
towns of Antomand La Pena, lyingebout 200 miles from France Field in the interior
of the Republic of Pamama. Lieuts. Psarcy and Gaffney, carrying as passengers Mr,
\  Rose and Pvt, Mclale,.made & trip to the Sar, Blas. Indian Country, where they spent
v the ‘day bvartering with the Indians, - ~ .. . . -~ . .7 o

‘ ~ One of the surprises of the Department Stall Arms Competition, which ended
‘on Dec. 23rd, and in which France Field was wéll répresented, was the fine showing
made b Lieut, Harrison Crocker who finished second high gun, beinmggdefeated for™
first honors by Lieuts Jones; Infantry, a distinguished rifle shot.and: anlold.fifler
\\ _at the shooting game, Notwithstanding the fact that this was Lt, Crocker's first
. competition, he gave the leaderra close run for high honors. He will receive a
gold medal, the same as the.winner of thé first honors, as his total was higher .
than any enlisted competitor in the meeti Sgt. Uhl, 24th Pursuit Sqdn., finished
in the medal cldss, and will receive a silver medals The five high-scores in the
shoot were as follows: lst prizé,-108l; possible 12003 second, 1031} third, 1007;
fourth, 997 and fifth, 995. The France Field Competitors finished as follows:
Lieut, ‘Crocker, 1031; Sgts-Uhl, 995; Sgts. Thomas,,977; Sgt. Herb, 915; and Pyts
McMinn, 886:  There were more than 30 of thé Panama Canal's best pistol shots en=
gaged in the competition, Lieut, Crocker:-stated that the strain of the.competi-
" tion on his nerves had caused him-to lose five pounds per day, or a.total of 15
pounds during the three days® shoot, A - o T
The France Field baseball team has bteen going strong in the Inter-Posﬁ Depert-
ment series, losing but one game, The team seems well balanced, :Lieuts Baton and
Cadet Beedle have beem going strong on the pitcher's mound, o '

- Despite many: days of adversé weather conditions, our fliers carried out many
successful missions with the other branches, the total flying time while so engaged
being 350 hours, 40 minutes. Seven missions were carried out with ithe Coast Artil-
lory, 11 with Infantry, 4 with Field Artillery, 23 with Anti-Aircraft and one "
Cofimunication test with the Navy. ' Three night flying missions were successfully
carried out, workiyg with the Fisld Artillery and Anti-Aircraft., The night work
with the Field Artillery consistdéd of dropping flares over targets which were
located out at sea and répresented an approaching enemy, . These targets were fired
upon by the Field ﬂftillery'opefatingfin-connection*with the Coast Defense of
Cristobal. The Field Artillery Commanding Officer, for the exercise, expressed
the following commendatofy remarks regafding the Air Corps officers in his report
to the Commanding General, Panama Canal Departments; "During the' night firing on .
Dec. 17th, France Field provided illumination bp dropping four flares over the
targets. 2nd Lieut. Robert Bi Williams as pilot and 1lst Liouts Charles Howard as
observer deserve commendation for the prompt and intelligent manner in which they
located the target at sea and dropped their flares, Throughout the time the plane
was in the air two-way wireless was used and communications were perfedis" :
. Commendatory endorsements on this“réport were-made by the Commanding General; 19th
\ Infantry Brigade; the Division Commander and the Department Coranders o
N In addition to carrying on missions with other brahches, the-Tth Squadron,
under command of Lieut. M.E, McHugo, was kept busy in radio and buzzer praatice
for officersj lectures on Air Corps subjects and special instruction for enlisted
meﬁ\in“airplane engines, radio, gunnery, me chanicssy 'c_ommunication'and‘ar_'_‘mamer::t°

\'The 24th Pursuit Squadron, Capt. Oliver W. Broberg, commanding,” has, in
‘addi%@on to work with other tranches, carried on work in radio and buzzer practice

and Jectures in Air Corps subjects for officers; special instruction for enlisted
N ' o w 50 = V-5642, A.C,
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men in airplane engines, carbuvetors, eiecirl ¢ity, radic wmecuanics and  communicaw

tions. The SQJadron also carried oui bombing and gunnery work. .
In addition to work with other branches, the 23th Qqug ron carried on work in

radio and buzzer ;ﬁact\cp instruction in radio equipment for officers, aeriel

gunnery and bombing *ormatlon convoy, camera obscura, tranq*tlon and reconna&s-. ‘ [
sance; also specials 1nst ~uction for enlisted men in radlo buzzer and care o'r v ;
radio eoulpmemt airplane and radio mechanics,.armament and gunnery. S

There was gdneial roj gret over the uhthBIV death of 1lst Sergeant Fharles S
M. Smith, 25th Sydn., who pas ssed away. in the: Colon Hospital on Dece 6th. after ess~

' than three ‘days '-iliness of stomach troubla.. Sgte Smith was a very. popular and” :
off icient 1st Sergeant and was well 1i¥ed .by the entire post, o

The 63rd Service Squadron, under the command of Capt. Carl W, Connell wa.s _
kept busy in engine repair, motor overhaul, aSQembly,3sa1vage and inspection of ;
aircraft and equipment, testing of overhaulbd and new airplares and’ equlpmbato

The 12th-Photo Secxlon, 1st Lit. Geowge Cs McDonald, commanding,. carried oub _
Dhotograpnlc missions,. theoretical and pructlcal work, fov enlisted men. .

The (Post Operwilons Off;ce aiways a very busy plaﬂe, scoms to be functlon+ng
very nicely .under:1st ‘Lieut. D. V; Caffiiey. The morale of the Oppvat70n~ 07fice
force increased duplng the morth when thelr ‘pepular Stafi Sghs ! Mickael Schoste
decided ta rémain.at France Field., He was discharged Dec 17th and re -erlisted
next days lle-has been on duty in-the Pogt Operations Cffiice for the mst three
years and is considerod wery efficient in operations worke. He is an honor grac— : : /
vate of one of: Russia's best military acacemies, . '

The Air' Corps® SMDDJy and minor. construc 1on prJects arée progresslng very:
nicely under lst Lisit., PuTe Zene,

Major Beverley, Post Sa*gcon and Fll@kt 5urgeon galned ah assmsuant in the'
person of Captain’ Clvra from Langley Fleld. : ‘ ' ‘

Officers arriving ﬂt France ‘Fisld dufing the mor th were a551gned +o unlts R
as follows: ‘Capt. Oliver IJrobedg to command the 24th bqdn.; Capts S §.E. Clinard,
M.C., to assistant Post Surgeon; 1% Lt. Fleischer, QMC, to Post Quartermaster,
relieviyg 1st Lieut, Keunedy, -A.C.; 1lst Lleut. ﬁxmqun to 24th Sqdn.; 1st Lieut.
Probst to 25th Bomb.Sgdn.;,lst Lieuts. D.R. Stinson and ﬁugh Ce DOWHGY to 63rd .
Service Sqdn. and 2ad Lts HiC. King to’ 25th %qun. :

Lieuts., K,C. McGregor, R.W.C. Wimsatt and Douglas:” 1o envoylnﬂ Vﬁcat1°“s
in the States. Lleutsv Skemp, Scuza and'Asp are svlll on duuy ig SOUth America as
advance agents for the - zan~Amer1can Flight. |

Three non-commissioned. officers and eleﬁen recruxts reoorted for daty at the
fleld durlng the month. ' S I

Headquarters 2nd’ D1v1s10n Awr Ccfbsl Jan‘ 20th. - i

Lieuts, Charles Douglas and Ha“vy R. Ogden returned. Jan. 19th5 nllotlng two
Douglas planes having been absent on liaison missions. with grauna thOpo at
Forts Bliss, Browa Clark, McIntosh.and Camp Marfa 'Lexao, ‘Fort, Puachuca Camps -
Harry J. Jones and. Steoheﬁ D, Little, ~Arlbona since Jana 3rd. anouﬂh01 1}~s!s
work yadio phones were used with exoellent res uLts. ‘Master Sgt. B.He Thile and
Staff ggt. Fred I. Plerce,lgth Obs. Sqdn., accompanled th*s fllght as radio- oper<
ator and alternate pilot. '

" Private Mart;lles Kel‘er 70th Servace Squadron Ke;ly Flold was traﬂbfelred
to the lzth ‘Observation Squadron on Janvary 5th, joined and was app01nted Corporal
same date. -Corp. Kelled is now on dity as aoilnc mess’ sn*geant; a positicn he
fills admlrably well haV1nr had manj years experience .as cook %nd mess aerbeant
durlng hig 25 years' ser"lce.' ’

‘Corporal James ¥. Ryan, lath Obog Sqdn., was p;omoted to the grade of Ser-l],
geant Jan. S'th vice Sc*t Befx. Se Swaagew dlsche“ ged

P

Fort Crockett Texas. Januarv POuh.

@

At the present daue “the' ner;onnel srtuatﬂon of the Third. Autack Group 1s
gratlfying. By cooperatlon with ths. recra;tlﬁg sections, the Group has been.
brought, in a ‘short $¢H . from a shortage of 50 men up to fl;l autnrolzed rE~
duced peacm strength - l:O mete y
‘The weekly infantry drill 1n“t1tuted in the fall of 926 ‘and neld at 7: Q0 /
A\M, ,Wednesday " mornings Is. of great value to ths Group. ngh driil, long rnﬁeu-,
nized as one of the greatest facters in develeping Llsvlp_Jn,, is énr:;qw n,u ﬁﬁl
that purpose but is cnomlng*db results both- at monmhly Group Reviews and ia t#s
h . - 51 - . o V-Jbép,, A C,
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ma¥y purposé-of all athlevics, +¢ promote both physical welfare and mental snap-

play golf almost daily with some very good scorss occasionallys The golf bug

ordinary daily apnearance of Guvoup persorncl, Tae men cain march and make their ,
military formatiens a crecit to the Air forps, as has been the subjecdt of ‘remarks .
v ranking visitorss - I ' ‘ . A :
wsd supply of bowbs and machine gun ammuuition was recently recelved by a convoy
reaching this siation from the Corps Ared, o ‘ N
Tt is expected that tests of the Navy type float smoke bomb will be conducted
sarly in the Springs ' . -
Three reserve officers have Yeen on active duty with the Group for six months.
Two will shortly revert to inactive statusy one remaining util June 30th nexte
Another reserve officer recently reported for six months ' ducys o .
The rwonthly {ield meet, jnstituted lest Octoker by Major Lackland, is proving
a success beyond fondest expectations. Tt has served as a stimulus toth ir1a§h- :
letics propér throughout the post and, in addition, it is carrying out the pri=.

iness. Results are shown by morale and the general attitude of the personnel
in entering into keen athletic competibion. ' o ' S
Other athletics engaged in include soccer and pasket 1all, with teams from
sach orpganization playing inter-sguadron competition as well as holding matches
with teams from the city of Galveston. : )

A considerable number of officers beleng to the Galveston Country Claband

is spreading in the Group and the nurber of golf players is on the increase. .

The brilliant social function of the season, the awnual Artillery Ball, held
at the Galvez Hotsl by *he Artillery Club of Galveston, Was attended by many mom=
vers of Fort Crockett, Following this event, which was the occasion of the formal
debut of Calveston debutzntes there-were several other brilliant dances and balls.

A motor convoy of 65 trucks under the command of 14+-Col.Charles J. Nelson,
9th Infantry, recently arrived from the 8th Corps Area Hdqrs., Ft. Sam Houston,
Wwith approximately 300 recruits for transportation to the Pawmama Canal Departments
They were placed in camp on the western end of Fort Crockett Reservation. Several
days latér they Army Transport®ST.MIHIEL docked at Galveston en route from New York
to Parama with 772 recruits for distribution in the &th Corps Area. During the’
stay of the transport Major-General Wm.S. Graves, a passenger on the ST. MIHIEL,
proceeding to Parara, paid a short visit to Tort Crocketts
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YOL. XI AZLIR CORPS NEWS N0, 3

Tnfbrmation Division : S - ’ Munitions Building
Alr Corpsr A ‘ "k Merch 10 ~l927 . ' ’Washingtonlgn £

The chlef purpose of this publlca sion is to.distribute informatlon on aero-
nautlcs to the flying personnel in the Regular Army. Reserve Corps National Guard
and others connected w1th av1atlon. e : :

..,-!3-"‘000---

THE ?EHABILITATION OF MARCH FIELD

\ﬁth the approval,-at the flrst ‘sbesion of the 69th- Congross, of the Air Corps

’ flve-yeer prograﬂ. and at the second session”of approprlatlons to carry on this
program one” of the first stéps taken by ‘the’ Var Department has ‘been to prov1de tem-
porary additional tralnlng facilities at March Fiéld. Almgtt six years ago this

‘ statlon was' abandoned as an active fleld and all tne actlv 1e§'of primary:training
‘were concentrated at’ Brooks Field: : ’

' It is planned ultlmately to concentrate’ a1l tralnlng act1v1t1es in the vicin-

- ity of’ the Training-Center in Texzs, and when'the necessary additional facilities

- are rade available ‘the dctivities of ‘the Prlmary Flyxng School ‘at March Fiéld will
- be- transférred to Texas. This do€s 'not mean, however, that ‘March Field will" be
abandoned for it is proposed to stetion there, st a later date, certain ‘tactical
units, and all new constructlon contemplated at thls statxon has been planned with
thls purpose in v1ew. S “

' ABill, H.R. 15547 passed recently by Congress. glVes authorlty for the ex-
pendmture- ‘of 9550 000 for barracks for ‘enlisted. men and 9750 000 for officers'
guarters., The new bulldlags will -be’ of‘flrenroof materlal and a type of architec-
ture suitable to that:vicinity of ‘Califofnia Work ‘on the new construction will
commence early in next July and be completed as soon’ as pract1cable. Colonel Wil=
liem C’, Gardenshire, Quartermaster‘corps hae. beén ordered to take station at the
fi61d abéut Mareh 15th fof¥ duty ‘as Quartermaster and Constructing Quartermester.

-Plans ‘téntatively made- cohtemplate sending 15 officers and 623 enlisted men
of the -Army Air Corps-to March Field'* by the . mlddle of next Juné, and by ‘September
lst rexty when tHe first class of 165 flying- cadets tand 4R student ‘officers will
~Pegin théir primary flying training,-the stréngth’ ‘4t the field will be 124 Air Corps
officers and 788 énlisted men; ‘thes¢ figures- 1nclud:ng ‘the students, In addition
‘to the Air Corps- personnel. it"is ‘proposéd to statlon at this new 'activity two

-officers and 20-enlisted men of ‘the- Quartermauter Corps and 5 offxcers and 25 en=-
listed men of the Medical Corpe. bt e
) “To feké up the commlss1oned ‘and” enlleted strength above mentxoned, certaln Air
Corps organizetiors now at . other- flying flelde 'will receive orders in the near
futurgs dlrectlng then to travel ‘westward. The organxzatlone tentatlvely selected
» to procéed to March’ Field are the follow1ng o
‘ * 47th School Squadron from Brooks Fleld Texas L
70th Service Squadron from Kelly Fleld Texas o
' 11th Bombardment Squadron from Latigley. F1e1d Va, .
95th Pursuit Squadron from selfridge ‘Field, Mich..-_ ' ‘
""44th Observation Squadron and 23rd. Photo Section from Fort 5i11, Okla.
P For the requirements of the new flylng s¢hool 1t is planned to have approxi-
mately 143 trelnlng planes,
~ " The~ flrst ‘contingent sent ‘to March’ Fleld w111 find. thelr tlme m6éstly occupied
 in preparlng the old barracks, mess halls, sohoo; bulldlnge and hangars for the
“‘use ‘of the first- prlmary flying. class. "It ‘is some time 91nce ‘these buildings have
been occupled and we have found that war—tlme constructlon needs contlnual
malntenance. - " Lo

March Field ‘was orlglnally establlshed durxng the war’, and was namad ‘in honor
of Lieut. Peyton'C. March; J#¥., Air-Corps, Unlted States- Army ;‘who*lost .his life
‘while undergoing’ tralnlng at 'Fort Worth, Texas, -He was the son of Major-General

Peyton G March former Ghlef of Staff of “the' Army.‘~ S
e . --000—* e T, T'ﬁku : <

gt oL Y
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oo TEST FnIGHTS OF WILKINS‘ ARCTIC AIRPLANE

r. »
' ‘

The Stlnson-Jetrolﬁer alrplane,=wh1ch will be used by Captaln George Hubert
Wilkins in his quest.for unknown lands in the "Arctic’ reglons ‘north of Point Barrow,
next March and April, ‘was recently.given weight carrying tésts at Selfridge Field,
Mich, .The plane was tested wmth a load of 2 »000 1lbs., and with skiis, both of which
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tests being satisfectory. ‘ ‘ e
Two thousand pourids D?rO/lmateb tbe load the plane will have to éarry ‘when-
it leaves the ground for explolatlon flights, coumprising gesoline, 1500 1lbs,; oil,
50 1bs.; and the’ weight of Pilot Ben Eiels on and Capt. Wllklns, food equipment and
instruments, about 450 pounds.
. Eddie, Stinson, designer and builder of “he ehmp, was. at the controls durlni
the test flights, with Capt. Wilking as passongor. Stinson flew the shln from the
Ford Airport to Selfrldge Field. The shlp has five gas tanks, ’

. --000-- .
GENERAL :SUMMERALL ‘URGES - ACTION OV PROMOTION cv/

Major-General C.P.Summerall, Chief of S*aff made the followmng statement be=
fore the. House Mllltary A fairs. Coummttee

Mr. Chairmen, the subject under con51deratlon for glvlng rellcf to the, person—
‘nel situation in the Army is ohe. of whlch I have onLy a general knowledge from my
contacts with the- Ammmﬁiself My ‘prédecessor, General Hines, was a member of the
board that investigated theé sub;ect and I have only recently come to0 the position *
of Chief of Staff.to.relieve him., No {ormal statement ‘has been prcpared by me and
I should. 11ke ko confine myself - -to such, observatrons as .I- thlnk have -an appeal from
the v1ewp01nt “of the serv1ce itself.. The etudy has been preeented in great detail
by the haerepartment,aw1th the . pr1n01n1es 1nvolved and the data in support of. those
prlnclples. They will. be explalned by, the, ofilcers who made that study, with the

convxctlon I hopc that they seem:to carry.
In dlscu331ng the subject, I feel that I must approach 1t from the p01nt °f

view of my conception of an army and.of the peculiar status: of offlcers and en=
listed men in ﬁhelr relatlons to the country 'and to the Covernment. My v1ews aro
Iargely based “upon elemente Whlch may be 1ntang1hle Jbut, ,;as in the case of many
great problems ‘of life, the 1ntang1ble is far more potent in 1ts nece331t1es and
appeal than the tanglble elements. e A S ~-3Z‘?
‘ . . Mus. Fulfill, MlSSlon. I wp

An army daffers from any otherjlnstrumentallty of the Government »except %he
navy In flxlng tke status of any, - organizatlon, ‘agéncy or 1nstrumenta11ty the
guldlng .purpose: mustvbe:the mission of that 1nstrumenta11ty. It must be-created .
and’ conducted 'S0 "as. to fulflll that m1351on. ‘or else.it:musdt; fall I ¢ould not,"
thercfore, compare the Army, its offlcers and soldwere to the - personnel of any-in=
dustry or .of any, c1v11 department of the: Government.n My . cencept of an army ig that
ite mission is to engage in war, when war. is.necessary and 6 gain. .peace which the
agencies of peace : of Jthe Government have. lost.‘ It-must be organized end 1mbued w1th
the spirit that will engage in battle and that w1ll win victory.

' The officers and soldiers of an army are expected toi c0nsecrate themselves to
their coun%ry, subordlnate thelr personalltles,;thelr rlghts their pr1v1leges end
their opportunltles to the good “of the country as.a . whole.' They must be 1mbued
with fortutude,’ courage and the flghtlng splrlt that wwll win - v1ct01y in the face

of Opposrtlon of any enemy.. They must be re51gned to. glvlng thelr ‘1ves, {fo suffer-
ing wounds, hardships and prlvatlons. and to’ llvwng in a:state of danoer and often
of horror. We can not,pay tnem in moneyﬁfor th01r services, Soldiers do not fight
and give their lives for mOney, ‘for fear of punis rment or:for selfreh motives.

No soldier ever fell in battle’ or'suffered wounde,vor sveleh advancement or selfish
gain, It is the 1ntang1ble that glves a man the splrlt uhat a. soldler dlsplays on
the f3eld of battle.

While all wmen, are imbued. with certain basic qualltles of human nature these-
que]xtles must be’ developed to make efflclent so‘dlers. ~An efflclent army is a
prlceless pose9951on of a government whlle an. 1ne1f1c1ent army is.the createst ex-
travagance “that. a government can, have. In tlme o1, peace, offlcers .and soldiers
are at a material disadvantage. They st glve up the opnortunltlee of fered .then
.in our.country for gain and for . prosperity in. ‘civil.life. . They .often live .in re-
mote places,,and under trylrg cllmatlc condLoﬂons that affec’ thelr health and the”
health of. thelr famllles.‘ rT‘hey sacraflce vnat is very dear 106 éveryone. ~-comrunity
piiy interests’ and aeeoclatlons~ They are eeonomlcally and:oftén socially iso-" -
lated , not because they want to. be but because their economic condltlon prevents
them from participating in the normal lives of the people about them of the same
education, character and attainments.’: They dre at a disadvantage in the education
of their children, not only by reason of xrequent moves but by.reason of the fact”
that in many places their chlldren are denled the public’ séhools without payment
- of tultzon,fwhlchgthey .can- 111 afford.c They aré not able *ins a greet majorlty of

P
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ably have been.many times its codt over a perrod of years. it Vlndlrated our

_our llbefty and made it rosclbWe for us to sit here.to-day 1n the @aplial of our

-

. Netion Indebted to Armed Forges. T
We neod. not inquire why men eqvﬁvo in the profesaion_of erms, I% is a facet
thet must ve eccepted. From the besianing of our country, the military epirit
has beeén a determining irnifluence in our existence and .progress. I do.not believe
it 'is incpoorfvne to state that we owe. prectically all we have to the accomplish-
ments of our:oarimed forces,.  In the Revolution, the man who fought our ba ttles
gave us our Government and the territory of the criginel ¢ olonlbs.. By svubsequent
wars, .we have preserved intact or solidified this Government and we have guined.
all the_ferflererB-pO seas as a- result. of war and the v;ctorlea of our fo;ces,
or because cur country was prﬁpa‘ed\to take war‘1ke measures to vindigate its pur-
poses and vrinciples. Cur Army is our reliance 1n intaining a const;tutlonal
form of government, not only -for our Federal Union. but for our %tatea. . .
In our own day, we have experienced the employment of the Army in various i
missions. We may recall the great railwav strikes when, in a fow weeks, our little
Army restored order and saved the -country from an economic 1lcis of .what Vould prob-

1&3&1“! 1d our -¢ivilizaition in 1398 in Cube and the Philippines end in.1900 in
Cu&11¢f:;here is no doubt in ay m:nd that ia the Great Jar the  Army. prserved

country as- Droud citizens of a.great, free psople..

| The , stabilizing influence of -our Army to-day in guaranteelag 1ntmrnql order
and the neaceful develonment of our industrizai life, as well a8 in giving effect
to our ;nte national pollc1e~,'1s of lnCOMpa“?kly ~reater _economic value. than its
COat. . . . - ; ) _ )

- The: ouallules 0i the ‘Army are not accidental . Lhey are an evolutlon of a
system,vof.tbe eppiicatiocn of psyenologicsol prthlnlea and of  the upbuilding of
pride and sold ierly spirit throughout ivs. sxisteace. 1 dare say thet every. gen-
tleman around this table has ancsstors who bore arms or has himself! borne. arms in
the defense of %he ‘country. * Amoang their precudest possessions, no doubt, are the
trophieé’and*ﬁde Trecords.of their: hlood kln who, in.each generation, has'vindioat-
ed the name ‘2nd the family mricde. : .

While we:cennot -pay for ihe uer"lces of the Army in money, there zare. thlngs
more -prized by the ‘soidier “thau money, property, or civie rower. - Among the basic
elements of humen nature .are aumbition and a sense of justice. They are employed.

13.’._

to. the maximum in develsping incdustrisl efficiency and they are indispensable to

the eificiency of an army. A4ll couatriss have adopted a system of military grades,
thus giving to each .officer an.opportuhﬁty to rise to a -position, relative . to his
fellows; of “importanceé, dighity and pride commensurate with his services, his age,

‘end the length of time he has been a member of the army.. They call this “promotlon

and “rank". Relative to the high positions in civil life, such. reward is small
but it is far more precious to the-soldier than any material COAS1derat10n. :
- If you will permxt me to digress for a monent there comes 10 e an rllustra-
tion. When T wns a second lieutenant, I was a;d-oe—camp to a general officer.’

He was-one of the finest soldiers and most dominant characters that I have _ever .
known, and'if I have Leen able to apply knowledge of the professica. of armg 0.

any degree, it is very largely because of his, e%ample and his principlec, He was
a distinguished officer of the Civil Var, in whlch ‘ne gommanded & herse a ~%jjlery
brigade. - He lingered meny years dffer t e war in the grade of fieid offiser, and
toward the end. of his.life he was wade a br"gadler-goneral It Wa s a very p;r '
simonious reward .doled out to & man Whose .services hzd been to_tnls countey of
inestimable value. He:became sick in 1917, in very advanced years,  and Congress
passed ore of' those human pieces of 1eg“slat10n that are furthor reaghing in their
effect than you gentlemen know. It permitted three officers on the revivad lisk -
with Civil VWar service, of whoit he was one, to be made major-generals Without ine
crease of pay. I wss.in the War Depariment when I learned of the enasimert, -’ La-
medietely I took his commission to the Secretary of ﬁar and to the Fresidunt and
asked them to sign i%, dihich they aid, I:took it to his nom , whers he was lying,
not far from here, ‘unconscious, djing.'.I went- “to his Jbedsids a“d said, "General,
I have brougnt you your commission as’a maJor-beneral"— bonS"JOJaﬂPS camé’ta“
him. He looked 2t me with periect’ recognltﬂoa © He “ook the roll end claspéd 1%
to his breast and, with tears streaming down his cheeks,. lcpscd into UACCrEcinisS-
ness and died while I was 'in .the room. That oxecv of paper was the realization

of a life's ambition. - : S o

.

Conpress Holds Respons3b111+y.,

Such things are int ngible, but they afe what msxe an army and its soldiers,

You can not estimate the power of the legislation thet is proposed for the salety
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of this country in the hends of its Army. It is your Army., It is just what you
cheose to meke it, either vood or Ddd You fix the mezsure of its usefulness, or
of ite inefficiency. :

' I said that esnothetr: element of human nature is the sense of justice, We and
all other men are deeply imbued with a. sense of justice,- It has been.exaggerated
in the American character because of individual freedom and. jealously of personal
rights. The oplr1t of justice has been the very foundation of :our CGovernment,
our laws and our liberties. You can not:treat any men unjustly without arousing
in hiiln a sense of’ bitterness, resentment and antagonism thet will mar whatever
elements of native ability he may have., You may apply it in your business, your
indusiry or your professions and the result will always be the same,

No men hdve 'a higher scnse of justice than soldiers. Officers and men are
very intelligent, They weigh and think and they know what is right. While they
will obey orders, they have -a consciousness of whether or not they are receiving
their due. No man can'command successfully American soldiers.or officers unless
they have confldence in his sense of Justlce. The (overnment above all must show
them. that it trpatq them. justly, according to reasonable standards of justice.

If they are glven the opportunity for promotion and for relative well being among
their fellow men, in recognition of -their services and. sacrifices, and if they
are to be made to feel a sense of justice, wse can have the finest army on earth.
We can not have the best - a*my if we dep::vb them of +hese basic rights whlch the
Government owes them.

v It is a fact that the American Army has n&ver'sustamned ultimate defeat but
it must not be taken for granted that such will always be the case, We must pro~
tect onrselves agalnst defeat by having-an.efficient army on which we can rely to
achieve victory. Numbers will no%t be sufficient, - If I may compare the: army 1o
the sword, it is not only the welght of. the.sword but it is the edge of the sword
that. cuts. The edge of the sword with an army is its morale, or the.will to win.

Contentment , prlde, 561f-respect, a high-sense of honor, loyalty, courage and Ane
selfish devotion o' duty can come only through just' such treatment and the adop- . .

tion of those methods that put into men's hearts the love of service and the de- .
51re to' wear the’ country's uniform and to sustaln the honor of its flag., o

From what I have said, it must be seen that the military prof éssion requireg.;“

a very high type of men for éfficers. Such men can not be secured for a wage.

They are not hirelings. Theirs is not a job but a career and a lifework of devel- ‘
opment and devotion to duty. Not only must we get men of high character for the -

performance of military duty, but we must realize that in war the officers are
entrusted-with the lives of great numbers of their fellow citizens.. It depends .
-uponn the officers whether men”are-used 5killfully or whether they are sacrificed.
Upon their acts rest victory or defeat’ and the very fate of the Nation. ‘From the
officers there imust be-produced.supérmén. :You must find the Grants and’ Pershings
among, them. You must therefore draw ihe officers from-the class of people in our
country who can “furnish such. ‘leaders in the Nation's crisis. Naturally, we can
not attract men to tho proféssion. of arms after they.have attained a stobilized
place in life. We must secure'them Jwheén they aré. young and-then develop them. .

We must not ornly induce’ them to. en+er the service, bul we must induce them. to stay.

Army Men Ambitious. " . - e

There is no greater exiravagance than 10 oducatc for he Army flne younv men
of upstanding character ard good minds, and then'io have ‘them face a.hopeless, .
future and quit. They are ambitious and -undér- existing-condifions -their ambitions
.can not be realized, They have a sense. of Jjugtice and their sense of justice is
outraged, They become discouraged. and” unhappy.. They can nct put their heart in
the work and they want to.quit. We have nmo moral right to Leep them in the A‘my
because we must recognize the gustice of their views, T

To have a contented and efficient ‘army, therefore, ‘we mUot have an a;my that
will offer inducements for the besi class.of young men to. become of ficers and for
a class of men of fine character to:become-soldiers. The fact that the army_;s
small mekes it all the more incumbent- to make it -of maximum efficiency.. We rust..
heve men satisfied, eager and interested. They must know that every one-has the -
possibility of attaining with proper service and efficiency, the highest piace,
in his profession, just as every citizem has a right to 1léok forward 4o advaice
ment in his business or profession. Such a system is far more impcriant than the
cost of maintaining it. Indéed, I repeat, to meintain an unhappy army with Low
morale would be the greatest extravagancé in which the Government could indulge,

Thp présent condition is leading to a very uanforiunate situa tion, It has
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_fbeen explained to you ana Wll1 be L\xther cxpla:ned in- defail that we' have ‘& laryeﬂ

number of .officers who are repreqentatﬁve Améritan c1+1zen and: who have c¢ome from

“the mass of the: people, Most of them have worked their way up in life. : They have
demonstrated, by their service -in a great war; ‘their sbility to be officers and

they have deservad at the "hands of the. Government considérate and just treatment,

‘*They see, howevér, that before them i% a hopeless future. The great majority must
‘remaln in grades ‘not commensufate with their duties, their-age.or their length of
- service. They will do what every man does under~such c1rcumatances -« they will

stagnate., They see. themselves confront ted by the p*oblem of - 11v1ng. Every man in
thistcountry ‘has.a right to- aspmre 4o improve . his scalé of living end becsuse he

“finds himself 1nit1ally in one scale of living hé i§ not deprived of the right to
seek B hlgher scale of living, ‘It is one of :the blessings. of our free Government .

‘Every man in this.room has: aspired to and no doubt has attained a better plaCe
in lee and Arny - officers dre like the rest of ‘the peoplex o
' "It is not just to say to them "You ought to do your own houseworx %o llve in
a shack and suffér inconvenience". They believe that, in serving our Government
in the capacity’ pertaznlng to them, they occupy a peculiar position, one that merdts

':such treatment 23 will enable. them-to také their place dn.a scale of living com—,,'
mensurate with their 1moortance to the Government and to the community.: I believe:

thet, as much as any man in the room, I.can speak for the people of this country.
I have been in very close contact with them over = considerable part of it in the -
last few years, and I believe-the people indorse thoroughly what I say. They ex-
pect the Army to be taken care of by the Government in a way that is commensurate

_thh the: 1mportance of* this. great: country., They expect ‘their officers-to be given

by the Government,. a scale of living thet will .enable. them to have 561f—fespect'm

‘J:and to:be: respacted by their. essociates, and that will give the’ “‘country and the
‘people a sense of pride in them as thelr protectors in- wariand as the men who nust

prepare thls country for war-and lead it~ in battle, . _ o
»+Left Handed Economy: - < 7 St ,
Economy that dées ﬂot ‘produce efficiency is extraVagance. -As I. understand .

~ this proposed measure, it does not contemplate: any appaling outlay’of funds. "It
. does contemplate a readjustient of an unfortunate- situation that resulted from war
'and that is a part of the expenses of the war, ‘just es much as the 'shipyards, or
'shlps or alrplanea or any other element os .defense has been a part of the expense
of war.‘"' ' '

The-adgustment i8 51mple. It would appeal to the people I belleve,'lf sub»v

mitted to them. It will establish as system of relative positiuns ‘amorg officers
* %hat will give them a - status commanding: the respect of ‘their men, their associates
‘and the people’, Itawdlls put the ddge on the sword to which the Army. may be com- .

pared. If this is not done, .we can only take 2 very vloomy v1ew of the future of

~the mllitary profe551on in! this country -

I sgw somethzng of what we shall realize when I came 1nto “the, AArmy. I re-’
ported to a lieutenant commwndlng a. company, He- hed been a first lieutenant since

" béfore I was born, and I was then 25 years old, . He was one of .thé most’ gallaﬂt,,,
‘accompllohed, splrxtea soldiersthat we ‘have ever had 'His name’ Iived. in our’ hle—b

tory and no Ameérican can read of kis life or of his qecompllshments without g

"~ thrill of. pride in belonging to ‘hisg race-and his country. I saw him fall on the .
“walls of. Peklng, a few years.after he became a Captain,: 'He. gave ‘his life to the:,

country, a life of devotion- and’ service ‘beyond measure, when our -Government was
conpelled by force of arms to maintain its honor and t6 save’ the’ lives of our .
people. I do not know of ‘anything that..this country ever did’ 46 say “Thank you,"
to say "Well: done, Rellly,"_or to say "We are sorry that we never gave you Justice
while you lived or that we 1gnored your meiory after you ‘died". At-“the same. tlme,,

X saw many grow old in 3unlor grades and end thelr careers 1n dlscouragement and
.regret. Coroen Y o

" Soldiers. -know these thlnga.u You can take the Heart out of thcm or you can
put the heart into them, R :
. I~believe the time to act' is now. The sooner’ rellef can- be glven the better
it will.be for the service and .for the Tetention in it of thHeé high:clads of men. =
who .we now have, We must house them -decently:, ° promote them" equltably ana give -
them.such ‘g’ ‘pay status with promotion - as’ will'‘enable £hen +o’ llve ndrmally and.
give their +time and ‘their thoughts' to' their professaon. “They. are’ alarxeo man
with no outside source of‘revenue ‘The-officer who. Would’ attempt to devote hlo»
time to outside .selfish ‘interests would forfeit his standing ationg his fellows,
Moreover, his commanding officer would not allow suech a practice. The Army exacts
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81l that an officer con give in peace and it may take his life in war. The
Government should recognize it as being different from anything else and give it a
status in accordance with its mission, with whet it has done in the:history-uf our
‘country, is- d01ng to~daj and may have.to do agaln An splte of aLl our efforts to
avoid it.. A .
T I snould llke to a1swer any duestiona that any gentleman may want to ask.

L Nr‘ WUrzbach I wantto say uenerel pummerall I Wlsh eve*y American could
“have heard the statement you have made here to day :

.Mr._ha;nwr1ght. I thxrk every member of the commlttee lndorseo that remark

Mr. Wurzbach: I think it is the most 1nap1r1nﬂ statenent I have ever. heard
arid I think it is.a Splendld and well-deserved tribute to tho Army. I am just
wonderlng, especidlly with reference to what yoéu saidsbout housing the Armyo
whéther Congress 1s at fault or some’ other body is: at fault.

General Summcra11 The Armmy does . not know. The Army knows the' Conetltution
says thau Congress: shall raise and supporb armles. It looks upon Congress as its
"8durce of hope end help. ' S L

S ~-oOo--, L ‘/

THE FR IENDLY INVASIGN OF OANADA

“The flight of 1% narsult alrpl nes and one transport plane from Selfrldg _
Field, Mt.Clemens, Mich., to Ottawa and Montreal, Cenada, Buffélo, N.Y., and re=-
ture: to Selfrldge Field, -afforded the First Turoult Group. many 1nterest1ng ex- .
perlences in. connection with flylng in sub-ai¢bicweather. . e
' The purpose of the flight was to- provxde a practical test of . the moblllty Of ’
the present type of pursuit planes under the most severe weather conditions, .using
skiis for the landing gear of the planes instead of .wheels. Another very import-
ant reason for the flight into Canada was to-comply with the wishes of represen- '
tativés of the Canadian. Government, as well as promiment citizens of the -Dominion,
that g fllght from Selfridge Field visit some portion of Canada while on maneuvers,
for the purpose of stlmulatlnn there greater interest in aviation, )

“Securing. the necessary authorization for the flight to Caneda from the Vlar
Department also the official pepmission of the. Canadian Government, the fllght
departed from Selfridge Field on the morning of January 24th, the pllots of the
12 ‘pursuit planes being Major Thomas G. Lanphier (commandlng) Lieuts, St.Blazr;
Streett, Arthuz G. Liggett, L.C. Mallory, John J..Williams, Leonard H. Rodieck,

Lawrence €. Elliott, Lee Gehlbach, Charles H: Deerwester, Georgé B.Finch, Francls ;-

C. Crowley and’ Josaph G. Hopkins. The transport plane, carrying six mechanics
and.the necessary spare parts,was plloted by Staff. Sergeant Byron K. Newcomb,

When: the flight reached Ottawa, the tail skids were removed from ‘all of the
12 pursuif ships and-the rudders from five of them. They were taken to the. shops
of the Royal Canadian Air Force 10 be repalred. The..tail skids were fitted with -
a wide, spoon—llke surface to prevent the tails .of “the airplanes from. sinking in"
the crusted snow, It was learned the next day that the Canadian Air Force mechan-.
ics had worked all night. bracing and welding these fittings for the tail skids and
repairing the broken rudders. This service. was only one indication of the splendld
hospitality and helpfulness extended the flight by their Canadian neighbors, and to
??lcgtmay be.attrlbuted the succegsful 1andings made durlng the remalnder of the

ig S .

" The departure of the flight from Ottawa was delayed by ‘reason of the fact
that trouble was. experienced in startihg the motors, due to the cold.weather, With
the aid of a portable steam heating plant which is used in Ottawa to thaw out fire
plugs during winter weather, the fllght was able to leave in formatlon a llttle over
an hour behind schedule.

Durnno the 100-mile, fllght between Ottawa and.lMontreal, the formatlon thce raii -

into heavy snow storms and was forced to make a landing each time, At Nontreal a.
temperature of 22 degrees below zero greeted the flierw, leflculty in starting -
the motors, due, to the. frlgld weather, made it necessary for the frlendly inveders
to remain an extravday in Montreal, During’ the flight. from Montreal to Buffalo,N.Y.
poor visibility and the approach of a snow storm caused the fliers to land on a
frozen river near Clayton, N.Y., at whieh- town they spent the night/
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The return flight from Eufn zlo to Selfridee Field.ves- a con,oart ﬁtr%gghp'uy
the pilots to keep the planes uprlght, ‘due to the -extreme roughaess of the.air, - _
. At the start of the flight good weather was assured over the route th-O”*a@ay
with a 20~mlle an hour tail wind from the’ uﬂUth“St Yoor v131b111ty was, somewhat
of a 'hinderanc¢e. . for the first 25 miles over the country nortneast of Lake S ulﬁ Lair,
but this condition rapidly cleared: when the lakes. were 1éft oehlwd and, ‘althcygh’
thé 'sky was oveércast, the. VlSlbll?ty was. eAceLlent . It ‘was gratifying to mncts. tHe
1ncrea51ng amount ‘of snow ‘on, the zround. as the fllght progressed eastward. rlyLra :
& compass course ‘for the first 150 mlles au anialtitude of about 1,000 feet-ovaris

Ontario carried the fliers over' country Tevel, with fairly large. fenced fxelds, udoe"

quate for landlng with 8kiis. South of Lake Slmcoe a rougher type of - cozntvy w5 S
encountered, being. sli chtly rolllng. more wooded and interspersed with small lakes.
The fields were sméller and all fencea, maklnv the orospect of a safe landlng some- -
what problematical. R St K '
“Progressing further eas tward “the cnaracter of *he terraan changed rapldly, be—
coming heavily wooded and “rough; 1mpoq51ble for’landing éxcept on the many frozen
snow-covered ‘lakes 'whidh dotted-the ‘entire country in the ieinity of “Lindsay:, :On=-
tario,  This country looks- as tlough ‘huge. rake. had been drawm across it.from the.

north to-the south:" The ridges are low; exiremely rougli, close together .and covered~5l

with boulders,. lakes and pOﬂds affordlnv the oaly level cpots on wh;ch to+ attempt
a forced landlng. com 5

Coincident with the rOUVh country TEMe SNOW; ior01ng the fliers down to about
400 feet above ground \With noiland marks =nd.’ on1y the compass to direct them they’
had meny misgivings. [The-occasional cabwq with a small clearmng ‘around was a glad—
dening sight, bgf‘camernWy ccattered, After covering approximately 150 miles pof -

this.country, throngh intermititent saow :squalls, during which the visibility was "J.u‘

cut down {o almost:nothing, the Cttawe River was reached. and bhen the town of Marchs.
hurst. The flight; tu‘ned southward and. ren: into snow, which: contlnued untll Ottawa
was reached, =~ | N ‘ : ) ’
The fliers. saw the blac” [ rcle on- the BNOW. of the river Juet south of the_ﬁ
inter-provincial. bridge in front ofi thie Cltygo* Ditawa., Flying' a cloce formatlon,
coupled with. ihe poor visibility, smoke, and: snow, made it 1mpos31ble to gain many

_impressions of .the :seat of .government ofrihe Dominion- of :Canada, - They were intent

upon making a successful landing~in front of the assembled populace of the Capltal‘-
of Canada, - . - e T e .

The rather restrlcted zone aVCIlelB for ‘andlnv made it neﬂeGSdry to land

each plene’individually; the flight: rcmalning in‘a, Lufberry c1rcle as: the planes LI

in turn dove successively for: the ianding circle.

—-Although “the time taken for the actual flight from weifrloge Flold to Ottawa,
a distance.of 430 miles; was ondy 2 hours -and 55 minutes; it reguired about 15 -min-'
utes to land the entire ‘flight ‘of 12 ships or-the snow of the 'Ottawa River.. The '

snow covering on the ice was about 20 inches in depth, but all ships landéd -safély, f'

with the exception of -a few broken rudders:, caused by the sharp tail skids with
which the alrplanes Wwere equipped cuttlng through the snow-crust ‘and allowing’ the ’
unprotected rudders: to-come in contagt’ with the hard packed snow, Thlb ‘experience
showed. the nccessxty for providing = SpGClal tail skid with enough” surfdce to pre-
vent the tails from sinking .ih the snow when baking~off:and)ladding.

The fliers were warmly greeted ‘upon their arrival’ by . Viscount w;lllngdon the

Governor-General of. Capadu, VlSCOUutGSS Willingdown; Group. Conmander J.. Stanley Scott,

Director of the Royal Canadian Air Force, with the officers of his staff, Alohouéh_
unw1111ng +to leave. the- ships.out .until’ tney had been prepared for the next dayv's
flight, the fliers were assured that seme would be properly ‘taken care of .until the
mechanics should arrive in the transpovt from Camp Borden, north of Toronto, whczs o
it had stopped to refuel, - - R S :
After making arrangements for the dralnlnc of . water and 0il by the efflcmenb g
and courteous.mechaz;os of the Canadian Air’ quce the fliers-were taken to:a iunch- -

. eon given by the Rotary Club of -Ottawea., - The Minister for Defense and the Mayor ver-

bally extended a welcome to Ottawa and to Canada., In the midst of the entertain< . -
ment the. transport wes. ‘heard. over. the c1ty, denotlng that the entlre force had are i

irived safely..

The time set for - the denarture fwom Ottawa was twelve o' clock noon on January -
28 th‘x The repaired rudders -and. new tail -skids were. all installed, and after fho
delay ‘occasioned by the difficulty in-starting the engines, ‘the f]lght Teft in,
formation for Montreal at 1:10 P.M.. Before ‘leaving the vicinity of: Ottqwa a A'ghu'
snow squall was encountered. . Heading norihesst, down the. Outaﬂa River towardsi:
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Mowrtreal, the.fliers soon ran into blue skies znd beautiful weather, Vith about

a 15-iile an hour +ail wind they were progressing beautifully when, in the vicinity
of Vendover, a heuvy snow storm was encountered. It was so thick that it was ime
possible to keep all the planes of the flight in 51gh-«ab one tlm 50 a 1and1ng
was made to await the passing of the storm. .

' The entire flight landed down wind, 'singly, on the Otﬁawa Rlver. Tbe snow
varied in depth from two to four feet. This upiform depth wes occasioned by the.
snow drifting before a crust.had formed The “landing at this bime subjected the
skii equlpment t0 the most severe ‘test experienced during the ewtire trip. The - .
necessity for immediate.landing to raveid confusion and 30s31b1e collision result-
ed in down wind landings, thus creating a worse condition thav had up wind landings
- been practicable, The planes landed at about 65 miles an hour on.a thinly crusted
undulating. surface, and in many cases thé noses of +he skiis cut through and cascac
ed large pieces of crusted!snow. high into- the air, At no time, however, did any of °
the planes show a tendency toward nosing over durlng this landlng, and .the effect-
iveness of the spooned +ail skids had beén demonstratea none of them sinking into
the snow to a greater depth than three inches and ureventlng injury to the rudders.

About {wenty minutes later the snow squall passed off to the east and the _
fliers resumed their journey only to shortly: thereafter run into a blinding.snow

storm in the vicinity of Little Rideau, on.the Gttawa River. . As they were about %o
land, the transport plane overtook them and was.soon lost in the welter of snow,

The landing was made behind a little island on smooth ice, covered w1th‘not nore
than two inches of snow. The area‘wes somewhat restrictzsd by open water on both
ends of the island, the zone available for landing being not more them 1,200 feet
long by 600 feet wide, but the entlre fllght ?anded 1nd1vxdua11y w1thout the
slightest mishap.’ .

After a Wait of about twantv mlnutes, durlny which’ tlme the motors were: run- -
ning, the storm passed off %o the eastward, and the short flight to Cartlerv1lle,
the landing field near ”antreal was qulckly made ., - Shortly after léaving Little :
‘Rideau, the transport plane was spied on the ice of the Ottawa River, just séuth -
of Chute a Blandeau where it had been’ forced to land. on.account of the storm.-
© At three ten the first ship 1anded at. Cart1crv1lle, gquickly’ followed by the:

others. The transport, which flew over the field half an hour later, made no at— ‘ ,
tempt to land, proceeding to Bay St. LOUlS ior a 1and1ng on tne ice, -due to the ' R
limited area- of the landing field, ' ' o

The fliers were met by representatives of the Poyal Canadlan Air Force, the

Pro—Mayor of Montreal, and represeritatives of the U.S, Consular ‘Service. These
men willingly waited untll the ships were. prepared against the cold and the neces=-
sary chores had been done before leaving them to the gusrds, since the  mechanics-
would not be available until the next day. The City of Montreal extended her wel-
come in true French-Cenadian style., It was decided to remain in Montreal‘anqther L
day to allow the mechanics to go over the motors. - The temperature having dropped.
to 22 degrees below zero, no attempt was mede that day. to start the motors, the.
day being spent in carefully inspecting them - and-keeping’ then limbered up with .
steam heating plants furnished by the City of- Montreal, , '

- The weather jon Thursday proved slightly colder than the daj beiore,;so that . ;
it was practically impossible to get all of the engines running in time for the - b
flight to Buffalo that day. It requlred about:an hour to start each motor, and it - d
was necessary o keep the motor runaing after once it was started. Use ‘was made '
of a city steam boiler, -such as- wod had in Ottawa, but having only one it was ime -
possible to.leave all the planes idling while waiting for ‘the others to get started.
The main difficulty-encountered was the congealing of the oil on the cylinder walls _
of the motors., ‘This would get so stiff-that it was practlcally 1mp0351ble to turn (
the propellers without preheating the motors. .. . s g

- On Friday the weather moderated, and after con81dpra%le d1ff10ul+y, eleven
ships.were able to leave the-ground .et 1:00 P J,  Engine trouble experienced by

the twelfth plane.precluded the- pOSulbI]lty of-the entire flight leaving Mon+real
at that timé, Two o'clock saw nine of the planes circling overhead preperstory
to the flight to Buffdlo, three remaining lon the ground, one with engine trouble
and the other two waiting to accompany it .when it could be made ready 16’ continuve,

"Flying a compass course to Pulaski, ¥.Y,, the route left the vicinity. of the

St .Lawrerice  River and the a6301n1ng ‘level ‘country with open fie3ds, where a landing
might be made at any time on the show-covered earth, and led to a country scantily”
wooaed though increasingly rugged and génerally .impossible for landing even with "
skiis. The skies were lowering and it Vegen to snow. Wesather conditions becoming
worse, the fllfht veered northward until: the St .Lawrence with its smooth ice, wherc
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.thelr landing,. and that it was merked and in readiness for ithem.

- .

- a landing might be madé almost ¥t randon, was reacheu. The weather finally became
.80 bad and the v151b111¥y 80 poor that 1t wes necessary to -fly at an altitude of

not over 200 feet, and flnally - landing was mzde on the clear ice in the little
cove just off Flshers Landing and the ships taxied %o shelter under the fringe of
boat houses along the shore. The fliers had been in the air, struggling against

& ‘heavy southwest:wind, for an hour and 45 minutes, erd it would have been imprac-
ticable to proceed to Buifalo in the face of the gathering storm, with the possi=-
bmlliy that the .snow cover on the Buffalo Alrport might have been obliterated by

the warm south.winds which were blowing at that time, The airmen, upon landing,

found it so warm that they considered it inadvisable to drain water or oil, it

veing improbatle that the- temperature would drop: sufficiently to make it difficult
to start the engines. A 30% solution of altohol was used in the radiators, and the
0il in the crankcases, which was of a medlum heavy grade, was changed for a llghter,

~Aretic oil at Ottawa.

At Clayton, N.Y., where the nlght was spent 1t Vs learned that the three
planes whith remained at’ Montreal ‘left there at 3:20 P.M., but on account of bad
weather.were forced ‘to return, . Inqtead of returning.to Cartlnrv1lle they landed-
on the ice of Bay St.Louis where they might have the services of the mecharics
of the Transport plane, They stated they would proceed to Buffalo as. soon as' the

“weather would permit, re301n1ng thé: remainder of the fllght there .- By.nine o'clock

the snow had turned o rain and the fliers rested secure in the belief that no dif-
ficulty would be experienced il starting the engines the next day. They learned
that their landlng at Fishers Landing was, indeed, fortunaté, for rain had erdsed
all traces of snow from the Buffalo field, end would receive word in ‘the morning-
of a suitable landing area on the ice of. Lake Erie or .the Buffalo River. In ‘the
meantime, knowing the difficulty that would be experienced in finding a suitable
location for the landing of the flight in the vicinity of Buffalo under changed
weather conditions, it was tentatively planned to fly-to Camp Borden, north of
Toronto, where the snow. cover was still &ntact, or , if .sufficient gasollne end
oil could be procured, fly direct to Selfridge Field and land on “the ice. of Lake
St.Clalr, having 1little hope of . finding snow. on .the. field itself. S

© After a restful night in Clayton, the fliers repeired to their planes and
succeeded in getting them all started,. though one .gave. considerable trouble for
a time due to a drenchéd magneto, They learned from Buffalo that Roy-Keys, .of
$he Curtxss Airplane and Motor Corporatlon, had located a SatlS;aGtOrY area for ”

. Leaving Fishers Landlng and the beautiful Thousand Island country at 1:50 °

P.M.. and flyzng along the shores of Lake Ontarlo, Buffalo was reached at 4:10

P.M. The landing area selected .was .the -ice, within the breakwater. at the mouth

of the Buffalo River. It was quite long and about a thousand feet wide, -consist- §

‘ing of much iece blown by the. w1nd against: the shore and frozen. Though rough, no

dlfflculty was .experienced ln mgking a safe landing. _

. The fliers remsined in Buffalo. over- nlght, after pvepar1ng ‘their pLanes for
the flxght to Selfridge Field .the next day.  Mechanics of the Curtiss Airplane and
Motor Gorporatlon rafueled the ships end made such minor adjustments of equipment -
as required., Tt was learned that Lieuts. nggett Deerwester and Gehlbach had'.
left at 11:00. AM. Szturday, but due to. the loss of water from his radiator, Lieut,

'Liggett had~brought hig flight to.a landing at Alexandria Bay,’ N: Y.. only flve

miles east of Fishers' Landing , where the remainder of “the Group was even. then
makxng ready for the take-6ff to Buffalo. After making *the necessary repeirs to
Lieut. Liggett's plane, tlié threk planes egain took off for Buffalo at 2:00 P.M.

but while passing overt Woodvmlle, N.Y. the High pressure oil lead in Lleut Gehl-

bach's plane broke, forcing him to make an, immediate 1an61ng, which he- success-

fully negotiated on ground only vartly covered with snow. , '
The pllots of the. remaining two planes, upon asearzng themselve of the. 6uc-

cess of Lt, Gehlback's landing and upon his. -signalling. them to proceed contln—

‘ued on their way. The overheating of Lieut, Doerwester's englne forced o} laﬁdlng
- on_the ice. of Irondequoxt Bay,j31x miles: north of Nochester, N.Y. After *epleuu
'zshlng the water’ in the radldtor and being again zﬂgdv to. proceed Lieut. L;ggctt's

motor falled on’ the take ozf and forestulled further progresu that day, in fact,
until consmuerable repairs could be made to his’ plane. -
‘The nine planes of the flig cht left Buffalo at 11:15 4 M., Sunday, gettlng a

: awéy safoly despite a heavy wind dlrectly acros“ the narrow. 1ce rfunway in the.

Buffalo harbor. The remaining 250 miles of the distance home requxred two hours

and 55 minutes of flying against a heavy west wind. Vhen a landing was at last

made on the runweys mar?ed out on the surface of Anchor. Bay of St llair Lake, at
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2:16 P.M., Jan. 30th, the fliers were very glad to bé ﬁdme ‘despite their many‘in-
tercsting experiences, '

Lieut. Gehlbach replaced his broken Oll line from spares carv1ed in‘his shlp -
and -accomplished the. astonishing feat of. taklnv off with skiis from ground bare of -
snow, arriving at Selfridge Fielad at’ 6:00 P.M, , January 30th.;ﬁ R s

Licutss Liggett and Deersester arrived at -their’ home fleld ‘on February 1st,”
after hav1ng Zheir planes and engines - th;ou&hly gonc ‘over by mechanics scnt dut
by the Curtiss. Airplane and wotor Corporatlon' *om Buffalo. Thelr sklls haa peenn
supplanted by whecls. S . P i S e - e

PEES

The UquL7at10ﬂ ox the alrpWane as’ an effectlve agency for the’ spraylng of .=
alfalfa fields suffering from the rdvages of an- insect pest, known as, the” Alfalfs
Weevil, may be realized from un dffic1 2l reportvrecelved at thé! ﬂar Department g}v-
ing the results of ‘qusting onuramions xecently carxlea dnin the. dtate of- Utah.

. The success attendant upon nhe dustlng "of . pmlson powder’ from an ‘airplane flyw'
1ng over Southern cotton ‘1elds, whith® had suffered “through the inroads of the .
Cotton Boll Veevil, led offlclals of. the. U Bl Department of. Agrlculture to' adopt a
similar experiment against the AWfalfd Weevil Thxee alfelfa fields in Utah were’
selected. for the experiment, «nd -an Army Ar- Co;ps pl;ot flew over 'each one of- tnem,
the poison: dust being dlst11huted durlag the. flightst in a steady stream through a
sneclal container pl&ceu in the COﬂkplt of the axrplane

CIn the rcport on *he abovo e;perlment the: Fn+omoloalst -0f the' Agr1cu1tura1
'Department in chawge of tne woyrk, states’ that of the threoe” fields dusted:only one; -
that in the sm 11 fleld qewr w1vuripn,'waa sutfi iciently demaged to make.the results
of the treatment show. up.‘ Tho T3 rst feelufwas neluher bddly damaged: nor in ‘suffi-’
clently growing. conditien - o recover under treatiment even if it had been’ injured
enough for purposes.: of conuraet. The uhlrd field," which was in all respects the -
most promising of the three and wnlch would have ¢ura1ehed ar excellent oemonstra—
tion, was, un;ortunately, ‘subjected to such a short pexlod of weevil feealng that
although the weevils were effectlvely disposed of , as determined by actual counts'-
of the surv1vors, apparcntly thtle reeulzs uefe obtained because ;the weevil feed-:
ing was. over before the efleou of the poisoning had time to show in ‘the appearance’
of the field.. On the flftn day after treatment . an’ examlnatlon of the fleld showed
a declded decrease in.the number of; larvae present. Irmeulately after this, all
feedlng ceased _both in: the treated and untréated nerts of the fieldj 13 .o 4.

The seven-acre field at Rlverton, ‘which was baulﬁ 1n3u*ed by the weev11 was g
left standlng long énobgh after. tren tment for the sure effect of  the polsonlng to
be seen, A ‘week aftor this fleld was ‘dusted an extended examluet*on. ‘made’ by 5
btushing the tops of tho follage with a 12:-ineh insect net, showed-in the;untreated
parts of - tho field al average of about ZSUO ;arvee captured in each 100 otrokee of
the net, whlle tﬁe sams_number: 01 atrokes 1n tne trcated part of t}e fle‘d gathered
-up from ten to twenty larvae. T TE IO . LA

The Entomologlst sta 8% s '"Tnls isy fhe most nearly complete ex*ermlnatloﬂ ot
‘the weevil. larvae thgt I neve, ever been &ble to obiain by any method, ~and its ‘suc-
cess from the practlcal point of view may be estlmateu when 1 -say that we congider.
spraying’ effectlve if it reduces the. nunber of - larvae in the field so that 100~ -+
strokes of the net will’ capture only 500, H We feel that this operation: lays thé-

foundatlon for a dependable and. 1nexpen51ve ‘method of controlling the alfalfa weevi®

in regions where_the. acréages aré so great that no land macqlne can’ rover the nec-’
essary amount of grouhd in; the requ:red time." . '

~-oOo—-
0T II\/'BU‘{SEM‘?NT OF TRAVEL EXPENSES J
. In a recont ;soue of the A?MY & NAVY RLPISWER, u“dew the captlon "“xnenses for
airplane travel 3t wae‘stated that e~ 0F '

"TH will practlcuily be. 1mp0531ble for avmato;s of thé Aruy, . Navy or lierine
Corps to receive any relmbursement for dctual and- recessary expenses incurred inm ™
travellng via alr accordxng to.a  decision of’ +he Comptroller General dated Jar-
vary 7, 1927, wherein he’ expresses himseélf 'in‘'no uncertain terms oh this. subject.”

The foregoxﬁg quoted statement is somewhat mleleedlng ‘Urder the cdecisicn
referred to aeove, ‘certain- offlcers of tne vay were not allowed roimburgenent of
travellng expenses’ while én route to and participating in Navy Day VMsrs at

.‘—~62-—«,,_" V564
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3 Sén Franc1sco durlng October. 1925, The' resson nelmburqement of travolxnc expenses ,
““was not allowed is that the orlglnal order’directed that a particular. squadron, con-
. sigting of twelve planes proceed- by air Lo San &"dn~1sco to partlclpate 1n the
" exercises, making this a troop movement DI :
The Act, of July»ll 1919, -which authorlzes relmbursement of travellng expanses
.m0t 10 exceod | $8.00 per day, 5pcc1f1cally prescrlbes ‘that, .the travel must be by air
d.ﬂon~du£y‘w1thout troops".. .. - . R

. Under the .interpretation of the Act by the Comptroller General, offlcers travel
1ng uﬂder orders in movements of other than thexr approprxate commands are. entltled
cto reimbursement of “travel’ expenseﬁ 1n accordance w1th ex1st1ng regulatlons.. On the
.ather, hand’, orders 1ssued spec1fy1ng 2 pnrtlcular squadron to. pe*form travel by edr
do not- carry 1nd1v1dual travel allowances for offlcers or. enllsted men partloloatlng
in: suoh aerlal vournev, 81nce a squadron is con51dered a unlt of troops..cnj

sdmvm 'mmnmc cmps AT FORT cvocm'r SRREE

The Thlrd Attack Gfohp, Fort Crockett GaIVeston Texas wzll conduct the oraln(
1ng of three camps durlng the comlnr summer. _Y‘w

“The ‘camp .of the Air Corps RGO T, unlt 01 Texas A & M College w111 be held
at Fort Crockett’ for s1x weokq beglnnlng May BlSt and W111 con51st of about 25
studentsy 3
o Organzzed Heserve oamps w111 bekheld in tvo unzts 1he 37lst Attack Squadron
‘ bexng attacheéd for two~ ‘wecks' beglnnln July 17 h'gand the 372nd Aitack Sqﬁadron for
two weekS’beglnnong Augusi lat - i s

/f/\

: -Flylno a Cnl transpo o[;‘¥f ?Fm jglf' rockett Texas” on. g sbeclal mission,
Lxeut H M. Anderson, i vf  ;“5;2 ﬂgff'; vsw"emaln d overnxghé t the scene

Y '_

' o L. el of- Staff U S.A., on arr1v1ng 1n
L tly; was graﬁte& bir :squad“n oﬁnalrplanes ‘of the-First Pursuit” Group,
commanded by Major ‘Thomas G, Lamphler.,uommanoing~0f;1cer of Sélfrloge ‘Fiodd,
While in Detroit, ~General Summergll wés the guest -of the Michigan Departinent
Reserve Officers’ Asso 1at10n “of. Fhe’ Unlted $tates ‘which held its first annual’
- winter convention in ‘that icity ._eneral Summerall was greeted atl.the Union ‘Dgpot
by dlstlngulshed offlclf 54 among _whom “#were Governor Fred W, Green and: Major—@en--&
_of the Michiga Nationsi Guard Later he was guest of honor ‘

Ating '(,~_Ge'er(l,3ummerall le t on an‘afternoon traln for
A “ Thosa compos;ng the fllght f rom : Selfr1dge Fleld odxtlon,to Ma;or
i r=,were Captalns Elmendorf Dlxon. Prltckard Lleuts Strahm"Mall TV

Drv1lle'and Wilbur;erght
the 1mportan } 5

suitable Welﬂht abounnelgbt 1nch' ?3” plaoedilm .
‘_L"s 1nstrument .indicated sllps‘*skxds'and ,talls, "and. by watching
piXot. would ki not, he. w 1y1ng'correct3y.: T B Y
\f'ai . Sy ‘eld nas.cemonstrated t6 the pllots by use of '
onesnBarany chalr hooked uo to anparatus cons;stlng of the turn and bank ine
| IR - R 63 - - "; V~564t A C,-
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rdidator” and magnstlc compdss the value of - tbese mechanzcal aids aé ‘a facten in-
creasing the’ ‘sefety. of fllght unéer adverqe conaxtlons and ha: also demonstrated,k
by sxmulatlng flight W, i
_on' hi’s "own;, Judgme : )
ditions under et the PalelC Air_Transporvfpi O%S_a

Surgeon for any aﬁ'“
to combat them LS
belng made to reduce t RCR

pose for which It“lq

The Pacific: Air Txanspo
Los. Angeles Calif. .- has -ha
ember l°26. :

1nstrument

room in- vafxpus p051t10ns ,;

. * The “instrumént bbards are
. of the failure: cf:
Cllmbs tf
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%MPIhu oum ENGINE VIBR ATTCNS Q’ﬁ”
By AN, Jﬂco“s ‘

- Any change of an engineerlng natu;e 1r‘¢eronaut1cs 1nvar1ablj carrles in its
wake such a stroam of miror problems anc changes 'thet the engineer must sometimes
find himself in the n051t10n of the fonu father. _who orders a. pe+ rabbit for his
little boy end has a crate of them deliveréd at Bis door. It was in the wake of -
the introduction of the.metal luselage that the question of shock absorbing enginc
mounts -becaie a prablen for serious .study. In tke cld days of wood fuselages
there were practlccllj no instences of alrnlane structural failure directly due to
the effect of englne v1orat10n. Hav1ng great res1llency of its own. wood ac»ed {to
a certain extent as its own sbsorber of vibrations, = :

With the advent of metal fuselages ‘however, trouble W1th fatlgue fdllure,
due to thls vibration, necessitated immediate ‘préventive oteps. As a resvit, the
engineers of the Materigl .Division, McCook Field, have been eﬂp801ally concerncd
dur;ng the past several years in tbe design and teztlng ‘of various ‘shock absorb-

- -dng devices for insulating the engine vibrations from the engine mounts,

: - Some engines, of" coursé, subject the plane to more severe v1b"at10vs than ~

‘others. This has always been true of the elght cy1¢nder 300 H.P. ﬂlspano-Sulza,
whlch, installied in-an armored . 51ngle-seater (the BPG-1), fractured a rugged ‘steel
engine mount with but a few hours of flylng, subjecting the- aviators in ‘the mean-

.- - time to extreme physical. dmscomfort. Thé shock absorblng mount, de31gned ‘and ine

,-arranvement, either up,

“have given practically no trouble.

.stalled in thls plane was the flrst 1nstance of such & device being used in an
-alrplane. : :

With the TW—S whlch carrlgs tha 180 H R. HlSpano, it was found that the

' englne mount fallﬁd alte&r ten hours of Iliqht service, After repairs, the failure

was repeated aftér another short fllght interval., This happened several times,
fFlnally, the .engine was insulated from. the structure by passing hold-down bolts
through rubber £i1led ‘cups secured-to the. englne bearers. This cup- con51sted of
a short piece of metal- tublug with-a.metal- disc. secured to-its center£z By this
own -or side. movement of the engine was transmitted to .

the bearer’ through rubber discs.  After the installation of these bearers, the
airplane was flowd’ 200 hours wlthout further trouble from ths - engine mount., "Af~
ter 160 hours, it was thought that the rubber mloht e deteriorating, and new.
pads were put 1n. “The old pads, however, were found %o be in excellent condltlon.
At ‘the end of 200 hours. this plane was’ crashed and wnecked beyond repalr, 80 that
.experlmental obServatlons were neces)ar‘ly ‘terminated, ,

Trouble was also had with the breaking of the Liberty englne mount in the
DH«4M-1, "The installation of shock absorbers of the same type as those described.
for the TW-5" helped this condition materlally, and this mount has been in use now
for about a year without breakage,.

The same type of shock absorbing bearers were 1nsta11ed in the XLB-l “which _
mounts’ the geared Packard 2500 (800 H.P.) engine. The vibrations from this en=

. glne have resulted in failure of engine accessories and gasollne llnes -as well

as éxtreme dxscomfort 4o the {lyers. It was due to this vibration: in' the first

LB=)" under 'service.test that the gesollne line failed, causing the plane to take
fire 'in the air and making it necessary for Lieut . Hutchinson and Mr. Stanley to
save their lives by parachutes. The condition has been greatly 1mproved in this

:alrplane by the installation of the shock mbsorblng mounts, and all of the pro-

ductzon 'LBl's ‘are being equipped with ‘them,

" "In the PT-Y¥ with the 1380 H.P, hl%pano, thé -engine is rlgldly attached to the

A“englne ‘bearérs and the bearers are secured to theé rémainder of the engine mount

by means of clamps, The‘bearers are insulated from the clamps by means .of rubber
cyllnders which encircle.the. bearers. A nunber of these mounts are. in. .service and

Tefore these mounts came 1nto use the ave*age
11fe of the engine mourd was aJprox1ﬂately flfteen hours,. :

.Besides the mounts which have been 1nstalled and ‘tested, 3 rumber of new

'\ ones have been designed and are awaiting 1nstallatlon ‘and test. A -mount for the

\DH~4M 2 w1th Liverty engine ras wood engine bearers with a half—lnch strlp of
cork inlaid. . Two types of shock bbsorblng devices have been designed for the
Jouglas 0-2 wmth leerty enflno.ﬂ One consists of rubber. nadu in cups, somewhat’
Yimilar™to thosé used with <he TI~5 and XLD= 1 described above. - In this case,
however, +the cups which holu the pads are part of the clamps securing the engine
t6 the engine bearers, In the second type, a cylinder of rubber is placed be-
tween the cﬁﬁmp and the engine bearer. o '
\

5\
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It is interesting to note that this questionof shock absorbe*s for englne N
mounts has beem a recent innovation of the:aut omoblle 1ndustry also,’ and some ER
" of the newer cars are coming so eduipped;

Another bit of interesting information in-connection with this problem lxes o
in the fact- -that the Materiel Division: has contracted with the Westinghouse’ Blecw -
tric and Manufacturlng Company te make a special study of- airplane structural and -
_engine Vlbratlons t0 supplement the work along these lines of its’ owmn englneers.
The Westlnghou e Comgunv is -peculiarly adapted for such research, as for years
they have maintained -a separate research department solely. devoted. to_ the study
of v1bratlons. -not only in power méchanisms themselves but inthe )tructures in
which they ' are 1nstalled with a view to elimlnatlon. Mr. boderherg, the 61"ector
of this work went to Europe to. gather all the data that foreign “science. can con-
iribute to the subgect - From such intensive research, information’ and suggestlons-
way be obtained by the Materiel Division which may. prove of mate”ial value in
overcoming *hls dlfflcul y in the field of & eronautxce.,

' --oOo-—

S e s

STUDENTS GWADUATE r?OM ADVANGED FLYING SCHOOL

A total of 33 students graduateu as qualified alrp‘ano pllots from the Ad-
vancéd Flying School at Kelly Field, San Aptonio, Texss, on March 1st. Included -
among these students were five offlcers ‘of .the Regular Army, all of whom were as- . .-
signed to Kelly Fleld for duty, 2 Naval officers and 26 Flying Cadets viz:.Rege~
ular officers. —-,1st Lleut‘ .Joseph B, Bailey, 2nd- Ll&UuS. Howard E. Engler, Wil- ‘
fred H, Hardy, Joe L, Loutzenhelscr end D 3, Ramsay; Naval- offlcers - Lleuts Wal»__
lace M, Dillop and Mathias B, Gerdner; Flying Cadets -- George R. ~Acheson, John C:
Berry, Robert’ E Coulcer, Lew W.. Desrosxers Lee F., Duncan, Wilbur 11'm.ckeen, George
R. Geer, Reglnald Heber, Clarence ‘W, Hudson, Ford J, Lauer, Daniel E. Lindsey, .-,
George H. Macnair, Forrest L, .Neville, Charles B, "Overacker, Ludd J, Peaslee, Hans-
ford W. Penq}npton Leroy H, ' Prindle, Roland:H, Raniiey; Herbert E, Rice, Fred G.

" Richardson, Frank H, Roblnson Gordon P, Saville,- Robert ‘L.’ ochoenleln, Allen R.
Springer, Herbert W, Vanatta, James F, Walsh, : o
o In addxtlon to0 the above-named .personnel, 16 offlcers of the Alr Corps Reg— .
ular Army, - completed a Sp901a1 course in observatioen training at the Advanced Fly-
ing School, as follows" Lleut -Gol, Harry Graham, Majors James A Mars H.H.C. )
Richards; Captalns Ollver 'S, Ferson, Chilion F. Wheeler, Wm.B. Mayer; lst Lleuts.
Benjamin B, Cassidy, William B,. Clark, Clarence B. Lober, Bushrod Hoppin, Clarence
F. Horton, lewis R, P Reese, Lawrence A. Lawson, John i, McCullough Welter J. Reec
and 2nd Lieut, Reginald R,. Gillespie.. - o

The majorlty of these.last named officers were rea351gned t0. the Alr Corps
stations from. whlch they came au the tlme of thelr detall to the Advanced Flylng
School, . ' . : ;

© ALl of the 26 graduated CQdeuS were: recommended for comm1551on as an Lieu-‘
tenants in the Ay Corps Reserve. Nlne of them, however), were asdigned to active .
duty as- Flylng GCadets for a period of two years, w1th stations as follows:. Cadets
Hudson, .Overacker, Prlndle Robinson and Savllle t6 Mitchel Field, L.I., New- York
Acheson and Macnalr to ﬁort Crockett Galveston Tetas and’ Nevmlle and Sprznger
to Langley FlBld Va, ’

Cadet Hari Cruz. of the Cuban Army, thé only member of a forelgn army grad-‘
‘vating from the past term of the Advanced Flylng School successfuyly completed
the Sp601al observa\ion course, :; 4 : .

’._.

_ —-oOo—n
IGHEST RAN‘{ING FLYING STUDn.l\.T j

Lleut.-Colonel welter Krueger who has Just'been detazled to the Alr Corps -
from the Infantry; will have the.distinction of being +he highest ranking student,

at’ the Primary Flying School at Brooks Fleld Texas, where he has been ordered to /'
report on March lst, - /o

.Under the- prov1sxons of -an order 1ssued by the War Department last October,}
Army Officers in the various branches of the service are being given an npportur;«}
to transfer to the Air Corps with the’ provision that they must earn theiy piloi's
rating in the same manner as flylrg cadets most'of'WHom are youngsters_just out

of their teens, , _
Lleut.-Colonel Krueger is 46 years old, and received his or;glnaL’Army com-
. . - 66 - V*5647 AC,
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mission in 1901, During :he World War, among other important autlas, he served

as Chiel of Steff of the Tenk Corps, and was awarded the Dis tfnguwsth Servicer

Medal, FHis last station was ot bort McPhorson Ga. with the 22nd Infanﬁry.; He

hes slways been interested in the 'question of aerial defense, gnd as el umpire

during ‘the Joint Army and:Navy- Meneuvers in the Ha e iitn oncnd Spent many hours

in the air observing the progresq of events. : : '
: —«oOo——

PDOGRFoq OF CIVIL AVIATION IN GERMAN“ o

Statistics in *egurd to German ulr transport in- 1026 which have been recent-
1y issued by the Deutsche Lufthan a, show that. the alrcraft qf the company covered
about 3,816,100 mileg: == 24% more than in the. prev1oun year.. The total number of
passengers. carrleé was 56,268} baggage, 384 metric, 1ons,'*remght 268~ft0nb, and
postal matter, etc., 303 tons. The numbe; oF pqssengers carrled g s ‘5. more than
in 1925, - . ) . . - : :

'_—-oOQ-~:

1.ﬁ:_ ELstAN67sﬁﬁiﬁEas YISIT CANAL ZONE

) A boat load of morc tian 500 members of the E‘kg recent ly drerGd at Panama'
aboard the 5.5.DORIC, The boat was met sbout ten miles out at sea from Crlstobal
and ‘bombed by a formation of Martin Bombers, D.Hi.'s and Pursuit planes from France
Field. : lhe boubs dropped weru bundles of magazines, local pespers and ‘cireulars of
welcome, The V151t1ng Elks weré. Joud in oralulng the accuracy of the aviators in
their bomblng work , more than JO Lunulns'oi paper were dropped and only five were’
seen to miss the bouu; THe blhs,_therpiore, glipped one over on’ the yelllng news
urchins Ly reading the ror,lnr paper before the boat docked,

On the following day, the. Flks ran a special train to Frande’ nleldg where they
were met and, showﬂ arounds the fleld A icw of. the le;dlng newcpaper%en in their
party were given an opﬂortunlty to. see the ‘Canal from the air. Mr, W. L Wiley,
Managing Edntqr of the Knoxville. SmN”INBL KnOXV111e, Tenn., was among those to
make a flight. He.daclared it to be ‘his ;1rsﬁ £light but not his 1ast .as_he 1s
now conv1nccd of - henfu*ure po Slbllltl@s of av1atxon )

Several Woeks 1ater the 5.5, ORACA arrlved from New York City, anrrying severs!
hundred Bhriners; headed by a, dellegation. of Shriners from St. “Pauvl, Minn, The reé-
cgptlon extended to the Vlsltang hobles should have been very Gratlfylnc to them,

A fgrmatlon of Dﬁ's cxrﬂled about tn611 shlp, whlle the PW-9's manevvered above
them,. . . .

T PR "~~oOo—— o o »lfv'  5
T DAOTOCRAPHIC 'FLIGHT, IN PANAMA S
St e - ' . By Lieut, H.C, Downey, AC. s

Yes, we. keep. rauher buby at, Frinc Field, The. writer recently escorted Lieut.
McDonald in the’ photovraphlc plane, He has. been engaged for some time in mapplng
the Canal Zone and .itg appendages, which is qulte a large order, Fscort is rather
B far fBuChbd uerm, however ,. for LTieut. xc“onald's DHe-4-~-M2 ballooned. up into the.
sXy with ama21ng alqcrlty, while the wrlter 'S mount - fa¢thfully plugged and wheezed
away with wide open throttle but apncared to get nowhere at all, despite 1400
revolutlons per mxnutc with. the nose well abovo the horizon, .

Later on it was found.that the secres of the QUCCGSO of this climbing DH was
e Martin Bouber p*opoller.' 86-do we live and learn. However, when. flying on the
1evel t@‘1n~ plctureg at 10,000 feet, the writer turned orly 1450 to keep up ~with
the photo uth turrlng 1500, The wrlter s plane had & Micarta prop ‘and vas a
heavy tank ship 81L10red to carry 135 v“llons of gas, While the phato Shlp had a
o pallon tank, They were both supplied with 110 ga1lons of zas but, if qnythlng,
- the photo ship was the heavier loaded plane with its camera .and other apnendages.q

Lieut. McDonald cruized back and. for*h over TznnLdad Lake cllcklng ofi his.
exposures, while {the. writer’ dogged his steps faithfully, tﬁo ides being that in
_case the photo ship or, for tHet matter, tke other ship, is JOTCGa dowm, the sur-
vivor will observe closely wheré he landed otlcrdcked up,: ag the case may be .and.
1mmed1ately report the 3oca+1on of the plane and the numher and strength of tue

alligators, so that meas ures ay ‘be. taken to res cue the. victimg or otherwise dis-
6T - , - V5647, A0,




"pose of them. , , e
" Flying over the Jungle is quite a ponLom. Perhaps it Wbuld be advisable 1o
jump with a chute and then perhaps it uou‘u not, for the alligators are hungry,
and then there are the boa constrictors. Hoxevor, we have very well serviced
ships and well adjusted motors. And then we saw some wonderful cloud effects.
They have clouds here and sunrises and sunséts that are a-joy to behold.
e Q0O mm

THE, HEW FORD TRANSPORT
o BY A M., Jacoos

The use of the radxo beacon de\eloped by the Materiel Division; was recently
applied for the first time to, commercial av1atlon when the Ford three-engined, all- -
metal monoplane transport flew from the Ford Airport, Dearborn, Michigen, to Mc-.
Cook Field, Dayton, Ohio. Its passengers consisted of Mr. Wllllam Stout, ite de-
signer, Mr. Wllllam Mayo, Chief Engineer of the Ford Company, and crew. Direction
for the first half of the flight was from the radio beacon located at the Ford _
Airport, and for the latter half from the Materiel Division beacon, The experiment
worked pelfectlv the plene being guided direstly above the lending field in a
snowstorm which' rendered visibility exceedingly poor.. The take-ofi, the flyers
said,.was also made in. a swirl of snow, ut that did ﬂOu deter tbe trlp, as’ untll
very recently it would have done,

Gracefully, the big monopléne -- the fost graceful type of?plane that fli@ﬁ -
bariked and nosed dowmwerd to land on the field, Neat and ship-shapé was her ap-
pearanoce as she landed, and her doors were thrown open for inspection. Inhside;
wicker chairs for seven were ranged alopg the windows. The two-place pilot's
cockpit was entirely glassed in, offering full protection from the cold and bad
weather, The earth inductor compass 1nd1cator was noted among the insiruments
on the:pilot's instrument board. Three engine instrument diels, those of the
tachomcter, the oil pressure gauge and the oil thermome ster shone from each out-
board motor, the p01nterq and numerals being redium.painted for visibility at
night.  The power is furnlshed by three Wright J-4 air-cooled engines, one in the
nose, one on each side of the fuselage, suspended under the wing. At the right of
the pilot was a lever, very much like an automobile gear shif{ in appearance, for
operatlng the hydraulwc brakes, with whlch the pllot was enabled to turn the plane

 inits owm length.

) To the rear of the ollot‘s ‘seat for the use of the pilot or the a351stant
pilot, was a radio receiving Sbt wh;le a small radio compartment immediately to-

- the rear of ‘the pilot's cocrplt accomodated a radio operator. Messages of greet-
ing, sent by General Gilimore from McCook Fleld radio l ~boratory, were recelved as
the plane approached Dayton.

Mr. Donovan, formerly with the radic unit at the Materiel Division, now with
the Ford Companj,'acth aé radio operator for the trip, and it was good to see
him and Mr, Roy Langham, also formerly with the Materlel Division, back upon their
old stamping ground once more.. <

' Rememberlna flyers' dependence’ upon weether conditions but a few years back
it was good to think of our guests travellng to us on such a day in such safety " _
and comfort. The plane itself aroused general interest and approval at the fleld.'
The return fllght wa.s made the same afterncon with radio beacon service., ' '
--oOo-— ’

. TWO, KORE NEW MEMBERS _ OF THE CATERPILLAR CLUE

The membershlp roll of fne Caterpill ar Club is moun+1ng to reqpertable nro-
portlons.' Up to.this writing there.have been 42 occasions wherg occupants of air-
planes went over the. side with parachites and saved their lives. Actually, how-
ever, the membersh;p of the Caterpillar Club is, ss far as available 1nformat10n
shows, 36. fTwo members twice saved themseives, hleuts.AHunter and Barksdale, but
the latter was subsequeﬂtly kiddad in an airplane crash. . Then there ' is Oaptaln
C.A. Lindbergh, Reserve, who is a fourth degree menker ‘ T - '

The two newest membars of the Club dare Capt. ¥F.R, Pratt Medical Corps, and
Lieut. L.C. Cralgle Air Corps. The NEWS LETTER CorrLSpondent from Brooks Field
relates the story of their jumps very brlefly, as follews:-

"The morning of Febzuazy 3rd, Lt. L.C. Craigie, A c., instructor, and Cupt‘
F.R. Pratt Med. student, had the opportunlty of deciding the best method of go.
ing over the side. Capt, Pratt had been showing skill end mastery of ihe art of
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rolling and after a particularly good one he handed the controls back to Lt.’
Craigie -- ‘only there weren't none 1left' -- Both officers left the ship at about
1800 feet and enjoyed the ride down and landed without injury with feeling 'kin
to love for those, beautiful, beautiful 'chutes."

4
-y -

Through' the' unfortunate accident on February ‘26th at Buenos Aires, when in
making the landing at the field two of thé Pan-American airplanes collided, re-
sulting in the death of Captain Clinton F. Woolsey and Lieut. John W, Benton, the
Caterpillar Club.gained two ‘more merbers iﬁ”tpe persons of Major H.A, Dargue, Com-
mander of the Flight, and Lieut. Ennis C. Whitehead, who saved their lives by
jumping with theéir parachutes. The actual merbership of the Caterpillar Club to
date is, therefore, 38, and the number of occasions where the parachute was suc-
cessfully used in the extreme emergency is 44. o T :

‘ ' " 2000w =~
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.. CHIEF OF STAFF .INSPECTS.POPE FIELD, Coc
~ Major-General C.ﬁ; Summerall, Chief of Sta&f, -made an inspection tour of Fort
Bragg, N.C. recently,; and included in the.long list of units which came under his
scrutiny was the detachment . of the, 22nd Observation Squadron at Pope Field. Tha
General expressed himself as being satisfied with the well-kept appearance of the
‘grounds and equipment and lauded thé obvious spirit of cooperation existing bew -
tween the Artillerymen and the personnel of Pope Field.  ° o
‘ ==000mw" .

. OFFICERS DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS

Six officers of other branches of the Army were recently detailed to the Air
Corps and orderéd to take training at the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field,
Texas, viz; Captain Roy E. Craig and 2nd Lieut. Harold E. Walker, Cavelry; Lieut.-
Col. Walter Krueger and 1st Lieut. Terrence J., Tully, Infantry; Capt. John A,
Wheeler, Ordnance Dept.; and 1st Lieut, Francis H. Kuhn, Quartermaster Corps.

* oy . —}"000_-‘— . .
- ENLISTED MEN QUALIFY AS FLYING CADETS g/////
The following enlisted mén'rebéptly-quaiified-fbr appointment as Flying

Cadets and were ordered to take training at the Primary - Flying School, Brooks
- Field, Texas, béginning March lst: Air Corps:-- Pvt. Coleman Clark, Aberdeen Prov-
ing Grounds, Md.; Privates Albert L. Baldock, John F. Garruto, Stewart C. Grim,
Edwin L., Miller and James T. Solof ;- Langley Field, Va.; Pvt. Jesse A.  Owensby,
Maxwell Field, Ala.; Sgt. Harold E. Pielmeier, Wright Field, Ohio; Pvts. John H.
Holtz, Paul F. Shock, Chanute Field, I1l.; Pvt. Aaron W. Johnson, Scott -Field; -
Pvt, Herbert C. Sherman, Selfridge Field; Pvt. Royal Leorard, Fort Crockett, Texas:
Cavalry -- Pvt. John W, Stewart, 6th Cavalry, Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. ‘
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,NO”ES FRON GTR ”OQPS FIFLDS

iSélfridké Fieid Mt Clemens, Mlcu FOLruL v 7tb»‘:*“

Since ‘the return of the flrst Puxsuzt Group from the Ganadian trip it has
been, worxlng on pursuit tactics ‘and fhe solutlon of problems preparatory to +he
combined manguveors in Bpril. D

- * To'date there hal been conqlderable con;ecture as to Just ‘where and with-

“whom tliese combmned nanewvers ire’ to take ‘blace, Cne plan is to send the GrOUp

“to Narlagansctt Bay for. work with the Naivry” durlng their: maneuvers in the- bprlng
The ‘alterndtive is to send the Croup to San Anton1 _where 1t can wovk 1n con;unc~
tion with the Second DlVlSlOH. R '

' - Tentative plans are belng made to flnish 1ecord flrlng at g1ound and tow tar-
Crets in the near future here at fhe fleld The Group is -also to stavt bomblng
practlce m:thln the month.

© Lieut. Luther §. Smith: ‘hes been transferrea to’ Kelly Field, Texas, and is to
report at that station upon expxratlon of leave of gbsence.
~ Upon the arrivel of pursuit planes plloted by “Lieuts. Arthur G nggett and

.* Charles H, Deerwestcr, and ‘the Douglas Transport pilcted by staff Sgt Byron X.

Newcomb ,- all - Shlps par»lclpatln& il the, fllght ‘to Canada’ have now. returned The

Transport ‘carried mechanlcs ~gnd"” supplles for’ tke trip.

~ Lieut, Juliaen B. Haddon kas been crdered here atter completlng hls tour in
“the Phillpblnes. s o _“ i . ‘

RTRRERUIHY .
FIRN PR

Selfridge Field, Mich. Fcbruqry lath. .

"While flying in formatlon and whlle com:ng out of a. dlve Lleut MelXory did
not pull up soon _enough and hit the: tall-nurface of the plane pzloted by Lleut.
: Hopkins, causing the. controls to jam. At flrst Lleut Hophlns was going. to Jump,
but Lleut Strahm, smgnﬁled him not o jump but to: try to land;, whlch Tieut Hop-
»'kins succeeued in doing.™ On the follovang day Lleut Mallory, in- order %o ‘aveid
belng taxlcd into by L*eut. uohnqon, ground looned hlq plane afier 1and1ng, caus-
ing one broken wheel. :

" "Pvt., Herbert C, Shermen, 95th Pur¢u1t Squadron, oua11£1ed for appomntment as
Flying Cadet and w111 be. oent to Brook rleld for: prlrary flylng uralnlng on
March 1lst,

Lieut, Crowley crackeu up-a Pw—8 at Bﬂf alo: Alroort on Feb 4¢h, washmnc out
one wing and’ breaklng a wheel.t A wing wWas shipped’ from this Tield and installed
.I%y ‘the Curt1S° Company at buffalo . ‘Cadet Hovey and ‘Sgt. Shannon in a: DH trans-
gporteu a*wheel on Fab 10th" Lleut Crowley: then proceeded to Mltchel‘Fleld,
i-arr1v1np there at, 4 15 Pl on that date. . o+

- Lieut,. Flnch, pilot, :and Capt. Colling, M.C.; in a DH ', oh & fllght from Mew

-Cook Field for. Selfridpe, were forced down at Toledo, O., ‘on account of. darkness,_

1and1ng et -Ruthinger's Field.. They.resumed thezr 30u:ney early the folxow;ng
‘mornlng, reachlng Selfrldye bleld ‘at . 8:00 AM, . v o

Lieut, Lyon,our .old. " Sunply szlcer. came up f Fom McCook Feb ‘Tt inca DH
for the purpose of taking back Lieut. Tourtellot. On the szme date Lieut., Tour-
tellot broughf back one of the P-~2's which had hydraulic brakes installed,

‘Lieut, Batten arrived here from McCook, Feb, 10th, .for the purpose of trans~
"porting to that field Cept. Weolson, of the Peckard Motor Car Company.

‘Lieut. Wolf and Capt. Edwards, in a DH, from the Radio Division, Signal Sec-
tion, McCook Field, made a flight to Selfrldge, being in commuhication w1th McCook
§ur;ng the flight, They reported that the siganals came in clear.

Lieut, Frank 0'D. Hunter returred to duty from the Walter Reed Cenecbal HOSw
pital, where he was receiving treatment, znd resumed his dUulea as Operatmnns
Qfﬁlcer and Airereft Aceident Investigatlng Officer.

Lieut, Irwin S, Amberg resigned his commission,Feb. 19th to enable him to
carry on thé business of his father in Detroit, Lleut Amberg will not sever his
connection with the Air Gorps entx*ely, hiowever, as ne hos signified his desire
to remaln on the reserve list,

Headquarters, Air Corps Troops Fort Bragg, N.C, Februarv 1927,

-

Lieut. H.W, Gamble and Pvi. K.R, Cunnlnghqm of “he.Farachute Dept. limbered
up our two training chutes recextly by jumping with thew, and now the season is

in full swmng, meny applicants for future -jumps having signed the list, This list
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Norton Fleld Columbus, Ohlo

is growing. so. rapndly that already 1t bev ins to bear close resemblance to the dew-

' tachment roll call. = = -,

. Considerable volley bdll aﬂt1v1ty e”aund the barracks was the rule in the’
past few weeks. The interest. man1fe=ted in the game was such that it wes decided
to make use of the up and coining taleat by fozmlng a.league. Fach officer of the
five stationed here is the captaﬂh of a téam, and schedules are worked: out so that
each team will plgy tix games per week Thus far the time has been devoted to
practice but in the next four weeks league gemes will be played. Due to the fact

' that the teams are evenly matched, a Hot: fight for- top honors is” expected.

Lleut Guy Kirksey with. Tech. Bgt. ﬂerson flew déwn from Langley Field in an

1Amph1b1an and rémdined here a few days, . They were bound for Florida' on & photo-

Praphlc m1u31on._ _Adverse weather roports from the South delayed thelr departure

',but they finally" cleared for Pafris Island,

‘Mrs. Harlan W, Holden,- representlng the. ArnykRellef Society, agaln proclamms

ta 1007 membership for the Jetachment Thls is the fourth consscutive year the
outfit regﬂstered e membevshlp of 100%. “Although the money obtained from this
"squrce is fturned .in to Fort Bragg. ‘credit. for membership is allowed the Air Corps.

. Lieut: H.W, Holden was reelected to the Fo*t Bragg Offlcers ‘Club Committes
as athletlc representatlve. )

e

The. weather here’ Ras been ralny and fdggy enough’ to satlsfy an& Londohert
our C€.0. ., Lieut, Mc&ee todk sdventage of the ohly decent afternbon in'a 10ng }
while to fly the new VE—9 to Fairfield and backi .
" The reserve officers flylng from this statlon are all excited over a p0591b1e.
chancé that we may get & PT-1 here. The uenﬂy is a good ship but, as we all know,’

MVariety is the spice of 1life" It wxll seem great to see something in the hangar

different than the -old" standby.-.
We miss the old ghng since the Model Alrway shlps dlscontlnued operatlons.
It 1s getting kind of lonesome for ‘the  checkered black and whlte noséd DH's, and

" the never falllng questlons of the pass engers -+ "How far are we from Langln or o

McCook’“'. , - — - : ’.:,

Crlssy Fleld Pr931d10 of San Franc1sco, Callf., Peb 7th.'

Capt Armln F Herold OIC Reserve act1v1t1es at Salt Lake Clty, Utah, flew

to Crissy Field from thnt place brznglng ‘with hlm flve parachutes for 1nspectlon

by the Parachute 'Department .
Lleut ‘Willis R, Taylor just returned from San Antonio, Texas where he wa$

. onvduty in connection with the. making of the motion picture "Nlngs"

Lieut. Wilkins reported- for duty at this stat:on from the Hawallan Dept.,
after three months' leave.,
) Two Navy' PN-9's, each: carrylng a crew of flve men, flew up from San Dlego
last week and paid Crissy Field a short visit, :
- Lieut. Taylor of the California National Guard landed here in a. DH 1ast L
Tuesday on a cross<country flight from Los Angeles, St
Capt. Giffin, of the Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot, pllotlng a Douglas plan(
stopped here on a cross country flight from San Diego. ‘
Lieut. and Mre. C.V. Haynes are meklng a motor tour of Southern Callfornla.‘f

[
N

The- Panama Azr Force for the MOnth of January (By Lt, H C Downey)

France rleld pllofs and’ obeervers have been engaglqg in aerlal gunnery prac-
tice for the past. seveval wenks _now that the so-called dry season is on. (It has
rained every day thus far.)’

The 7th Squadron already flred for record and of the DH pllots on flxed guns
Lt. R.B. Williams appedrs’ to have high score, he hav1mg tade two excellent runs,
On the first run ocut of 00 ‘rounds he had 84 hits, maklng a score of 291, On the
second , -out of another 100 rounds he had 80 hits, or a score of 386, totalling ‘
877 out of 'a possible 1000. He. had 55 bulls, : Lieut. J.E. Parker was second hlgh
man with- 311 for the flrst run and 239 for. uhe se. rond,, total 350 Lt Dw1ght
Canfleld was third,

The same two pilots seéem t0 have’ the cold calculat1ng eye with the rear gunsg
as well. This time L. Jimmy Parker made a Score of 159 .out of a possible 485
o7 rounds) on the flrst run, and 204 out of a pos51ole 485 on the second run,
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‘meking a total oi 363 out of & poc~111e 970, L%, iichael Mc}ugo, dbserver made
third place with the rear guns, '

"~ In the-25th Squadron, whiech has not yet shot for record, Lt James flannery
seems to have his ‘sights well on thc t rget, with flexible guns. Out of 194 rounds
he made 40 hits or a score of 112 Klng out of 194 “ounds scored 29 hi ts, or
‘a total of 86 points.

Joy was rife here recently in the Zsth Bomb bquadron -when a much 1ndorsed
letter wes received from Gov,. Walker of the Canal Zcne g*antlng aufhorlty {0 France
Field planes 1o ‘boub two sunken ships out in Limon Bay néar ‘the entrance %o the
Canal, They are respeutlvely, the Bresmdeqt Malrcnuwn and the Carthagena. The
0ld hulks are out there rustlng away in the very salt water, and the bomhers are
eager to get their sights’ oh them. They will make excellent targets. No exploglve
bombs will be used, The planes will drop dummies and duang all bonblng ‘practice

& guard boat will be stationed near the targets to shoo away t00 thUlSlthP ones
and so save them from getting irn the way of a missile,’

. It.is very gratlfylng, indéed, to see the excellent condltlon in. whlch planes
and englnes are koo* at ¥rance Fleld The 63rd Service Squadron under: Capt Carl
W.Connell is a very efficient organization, and Capt. Connell an able engineer,

Deterioration to wooden fuselages in the troplcs is very rapid, especially
down in the tail section where mud and water collect. Even metal fuselages are
apt to rust rapidly in this climate. The only solution is constant care and at-
tention, and the planes get it. The 63rd.has some very good non-commissioned of -
ficers, Master Sgts. Mills, Scott and Hale belnc hard to beat and Sgts.” Young and

'Hagar being very efficient.
" The squadrons,. too, have vood englneernno ov?anlzations, and no better col=
lection of similer airplunes cun be seen anywhere in the States

The 12th “Photo Section, under Lt, George C. McDonald, has been busily en-
gaged in T-1 mepping for the Corps of Engincers at Corozal,, A mosa:c of the en<
tire Canal Zone is néarly completed and is & work to be proud -of .~ Just recently
Lt. McDonald and Sgt. Carducci-took a fine photograph from 12,000 feet showing
both the Atlantic and Pacxflc sides of the Isthmus and the mho]e Canel. The Lab-
oratory at France Fiéld is very completely equlpped and well operated '

Lts. Merrick and Crocker, of the 24th Pursuit Squadron, appear to have the
edge on the other pilots in practice bombing with 'small bombs irom a PW-9. How-
ever, they have not bombed for record as yet and results are inconclusive.’

:During January the 7th Obscrvation Squadron executed six missions,. three for
the Coast. Artillery and three Infantry liaison missions with the Infentry.

" The. squadrons put in & total time of 143 hours and 35 minutes on cross-coun-
try, 105 hours, 35 minutes on aerial gunnery-(both ground and £¢7 target) ‘20 hours,
‘55 minutes on Infantry liaison and 6 hoursCoast Artillery Observation.

' A totul“tume of 593 hours and 5 minutes was piled up, with $he 24th Pursuit ,
Squadron in the. lead with 218 hours and 30 minutes.

". " On the 25th the Duke and Ducnnss of-York, arrived at tne entrance of the Canal
at 6:30 A.M. avoard the H.M.S., RENOWN and France Field, although very busy with
the Pan-American planes, gave them a- bplendld reoepblon., Six - Bnnbers, 13 DH's and
6 PW.9 pursuit planes circled around their ship in excellent alignment and it must

have made a very 1mpre sxve 51ght, 1f 1ndeed thelr nghnasses were. up eally enough
to soe them,

Camp Nichols, Rizal PVI January 121h.

Headquarters, ¢ th Comp051te Grouo The-vacation season slipped in on us and
Sgt, Arant started right out with 15 days' detached service at Baguio to recuper-
.. ate, from what we do.not know. Larsen of the’ Meteorologlcal Section left his toy
balloons and went along also, "Lieut, Kase returnsd from & month's: leave and looke
much better than the. skeptics predicted. Sgt. Musgrave -of the Radio station was
discharged and is now looking for a buffalo nlckel to toss up to decide. as to
~.whether he will reenlist or hot,

28th Bombardment Sguadron: ~Capt. Eagle rﬁturned from detdched service at the
Southern Islands and assuried command, Captain "Seaton was transferred to the Squacd.-
ron from Hdqrs. Detachient, 4th Composite Group, on Dec. 15th and assumed command,
vice Capt, Eagle relleved the ]at+er being apnointed SGuadron Mess.Officer and
Adjutant.
‘ 66th Service Squadron: xhe Aero repair, under the able d*rectlon of Master

Sergeant Pulliam, repaired and tested six DH—4 axrplanes. The new steel .fuselage-
photographic ship has been assembled and turned over to Flight "B" for the neces-
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sary tests. The dope and paint shop, under the direction of Sgt. Brooks, recovered
four complete sets of DeH wings and surfaces, Lieut.-John D, Corkille was assigned
to this organization and eppomnted Ccost and Property Officer. Master Sgt, Pulliam
Section Chief of the Aero Repair, is taking a 3 months' reenlistment furlough for

the purpose., of teking & pleasure Jaunu thru the oouthern Islands.x : '

A

Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg. P. I » _J, R

One of the outstandlng events of the year at @amp Stotsenburg. the annual

. Sports’ Carnlval tias held December. 16 to 18, The .3rd: Pursuit. Squadron, called upon
to participate in the éarnival;’ pu'L on a tactical demonstration. which brought .
forth enthusiasn and favorable comment by 811 who witnedsed it. Most of the spece
tatérs had never seen.a Pursuit,Squadron’in actlon before and were very much ime.
pressed by the’ speed and maneuverabzllty 0" the. pursuit planes. ‘The~ program was
run off promptly and included tactical formation fiyzng, bombing, ‘machine gunnery,
balloon sniping, parachute jumping and a¢robatics. In. the bolibing demonstration

& dummy airplane was used .as'the target, and the percentage of Hirect hits made
was quite a surprise.to the visiting officers, . The Commanding General-of Camp .
Stotsenburg was particularly well pleaséd with the demonstratlon and commended the
3rd Pursuit Squadron on the godd showing.’ :

. The Air Corps was very well represented in the events of the carnlval and
"took prizes as follows: :Lieut:i-James W, Spry, ‘Handicap Golf Tournament; Lieut.
Julian B, Haddon Low medel ‘golf scors; Mrs. Harry Mills, Lddies: Golf Tournament
Mrs. Matthew E. Flrn, 3nd place’ in three Gymkhana. events. "

. Preparations are going forward for the annual maneuvers. The Division and
Army and Navy maneuvers will- take place 1n January.~ The Group expects to take the
field early:in Februaiy. '

The Squadron totalled” 106 f1y1ng hours for December. The tactlcal tralnlng

" program was completed with the exception of some. machine gun-firing.

Lieuts.’ Bobzien, Crawford and Schulgen accompanied the ‘26th Cavalry on a hike
to Mount Pinabuto, the mile height summer resort of Camp Stotsenburg. . While not
very successful gatherlmg game, they reported a wenderful time and groatly engoyed-.
the novelty of sleéping under blankets ‘again, , e

Our baseball .team suffered defeat and ‘the loss of the series to the 24th
Field Artillery. Our team played . -wondsrful ball all season and led the’ league9
but the last transport took away too much of our strength, especmally in the ‘heavy
batters.ﬁ‘

. Durlng the Carnlval the 3rd Squadron entertaxned 51 eallors from the Destroye;
MacLeach.” The sailors and. the Air- ‘Corps men had a very enjoyable time together.,
The outstandlng events during this visit were the -Air Corps-Navy baseball game and
the sailors' trip on mules to Camp Three in the. 1oca1 meuntaxns. :

oy

Kindloey Field,: ‘Fort Mllls P I o af"[t-i"i,ﬂa

Flylng act1v1tles for »he mbnth totalled 57 alrcraft hours, 1nc1ud1ng sever al -
cross-country trips to: Olongapo, Manlla and Cavxte, and saw the completion of aerisl -
gunnery practice. . Although the compllatxon of figures .is not as yet completed, L
showing the individual gunriers* scores, the results of the gunnery practice are
considered generally satisfactory.’ The ma;orlty should show up well if a method
can only be found whereby a -score can be. flgured oh one's. (rumored) contention
that he never made a miss and’ the result of a- subsequent checking up which brought
the fact to light that the entire South Channel was~ covered by his statement.

' The joint Army-Navy Exercises), set for Jan. 6th," 7th and 8th, and the Philip--
pine Division Maneuvers, @cheduled for Jdn. 5th to. ZOth 1nc1u91ve are demanding
first attention this month The Field's Engxneerxng Department is bus1ly engaged -
in the overhaul of ships and equipment and installation of radio on some of the
eruisers, The Harbor Defense Comhdnder will also hold his formal tactical inspece
tion durlng the period, Jan.!17th: to 29th, ‘s0, from all. 1nd1cat10na, the comxng
mpnth4w111 see.many and varied. actlfxtles at thls station.: -

. 'The holiday. spirit held all- “personnel, securely in its grasp.partles enter-
tainments and such other amusements as the. limited. conilnes of the "Rock" affords
being in ‘order . while, . -judging from the- array of brlghtly ‘¢olored go—carts veloc=-
ipedes and other toys being proudly, exh*blted about the ileld by thelr owners, ,
Santa was’ evzdently good .to the.kiddies.

Qur Gommandlng Officer, Capt.’ Knlght enjoyed a well earned rest over the hol-
1days on detached service in the mnuntaxns at Camp John Hay, Lieut., Arthur Thomas
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be;ng in ‘command duriag his sbsence.

The Squadron. is soon to lose ite Communlcetlons Officer, 1st Lt. Mark H. Red-
man, whose trevsfer to the Philippine. Air Depot- at Camp Nichols was recently or-
dered, . The deperture of thie oed timer: is to be regretted and we wzsh hxm good
IUCkn [

- Lieut. 8. P lels tenporarlly took over the dutles of Communlcatxons bfflcer.

being relieved as Engineer Officer by Lt, Lucat V. Beaw, Jr. a recent arrival, ‘
Other changes in  post and equedron duties during the month were: Lt. J.A. -

Mollison ¥elingiished'his post as Adjutant and Persomnel Adjutant to Lt. A.S,

" Albro; Lt, MoXlison took over the duties of ‘Organization Supply Offlcer Flre Mar-

shall ‘and Agént Quartermasted vacated- by -Lieut} Arthur. Thomas. o

‘ The non-commissioned staff of- Fl1ght YB" at Camp Nichols was further augmented
by one 8tgff: Sergeant from this field -+ Staff Sergeant :MeKnight. '

' Since the last writing; .the Fori Mills Badeball League progresseéd’ beyond the

“practice fame stage and. is now half way:through the scheduled eight pgames foer. the

League” championship, The Air Corps: stenulng, &8s represented by the 2nd Squadron,
is only one ~thousand per cent, the scores of the four games played:being 33-12;
124 9 6-3 and 9«5, -:The- prospects of .the trophy ultimately-finding e resting place

'ﬂlongSlue our other cups; Jn the €.0, ‘s Offlce looms more certaln every day.

_ Dalang 1B-1 .airplane,”

.:f\ -A o t

T

Lanpley Fleld Hempton Va,» February 3rd.- aw,fﬁ_ {'*.'.ﬁ SN
‘The OfflcerS' Tenwls Covrt in. the seaplane hangar was opened for play and,
from present indications,;-will be one of -the most popular: places on the post’ durlnp
the winter months, . Ladies- -désiring %0 use the: court in the mornings may-take ars

- -rangements to have the' geaplane hangar opened by telepnonlng the steward at the ‘

Officers' Club This .also aprlies to ladies desiring to practide golf.. -
. ;- Lieut Kenneth N. Walker, C.0., 1lth Bomb. Sqdn.; ferried a Martin Bomber to
Mlddletown -vig. Boll;ng aleld for overheul, returning to Langley Field by. rall
.1y The Douglas Transport, flown tc Bolling dast Saturday ‘morning; .returned- to
Lengley,Tuesdey noon, belng delayed by imfavorable 'weather.conditions, g

" . Colonel T.. Arak1 of-*the Imperial’:Japanese.: ‘Army, accompanieé by four other
Japahese offlcere vigited Langley Field: -They donfined: tbelr v131t to the end

Bombardment Gréup ‘and the Air:Gorps Tactical School, . e

. .-Staff Sgt. Cobb, from.the Boston. ‘Airport, ‘was g v151t1ng pllot durlng the'

past week ‘bringing as his. passenger Major Barrett, C.AC. . ‘
Lleut House, Secrétary of the A.C.T: .5., had hlS cross~country to Bolllng

in-an SE~5 cut short by motor trouble.‘ He made & forced 1and1ng on the Yorktown

' >Golf courae, .

Megor Lohmen, studext 1n the ACT ; crossaCOuntr1ed to" Bolllng on the zgth.

' Cept Day, A.C. Res., on: & :six months' ‘active- duty - thh the -2nd Bomb Group, aﬁso

made a’ cross-country to Bolllng over the week.end, SE e
50th Observation ﬁguadron- In addition to the regular trexnxng of personnel
and the handling of all missions in cooperation with other branches of the. service,

- this organization was given the job.of conducting serv;ce teats .on parachute
e Jackets, dyee for tow targets +send loaded bombs- droppéed in the water, delxvery of_

unit parachutes navy Tloat. llghts and’ turbo - type. ‘superchargers. - With. the above
listed service tests to . complete w;thxn the near - future the squedron w111 have no
trouble keeping busy..

11th Bombardment Squadron‘ The Squadron flew 8 totel of 4 - houre, 15 m&nutee
durlng .the past week, conexstlng of 23 flights, :

The squadron is. the. only, organlzatlon now, entlrely equlpped w1th the new Huff—

Serv;ee tests .are being. carried out, due to. minor ¢hanges

now being made, ang the time 1n the air has been llmlted Two. shlps are peet the

‘ fifty~hour merk

" 19th- Alrshlp Gompany, On Jan, 24 h en xntereeptlon rroblem was worked out o

_,with a ship. at sea, R&ulo in;ormatlon was -received from & large passenger stéarer

glVlng her posmtlon, couree and speed at noon. ;:At 1:00 P .M the TG-9; in commandﬂ
of "Capt: Chas. P, Clar<, left Langley Field and, invspite of.a thick haze in which
the. v131b111ty was not’ over 3. miles, thls ship.was-lacated: 20-milés- out at sea,

southeast of Hog Island nght "The location -of: ‘this:vessel wgé 4 very Speotacular
affair, the TC-9 ooming . right, .out. of the, clouds over-the:stéamer,’ The TC«5, .com= ',
manded by 1st Lleut. W.A. GrayL whlch left Langley Field 30-minutes-after the TC-G,
aleo located this steamer’ shortly after.the arrival of thefirst “airship, The TC-5
meintained radio communication between the field, airship and -steamer during the

proelem. Malpr W.H. Frank, Commendlng 0fficer. of Langley Field, a passenger on the
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TC-5, was ver retlfled wmth the results of this tactical problem.‘u,‘, ;. _
; ng foilgwﬁng day the TC-S, commarded b3 Lt LA Gray, ‘made it8 gsual month—;
1y cross-country trip to Washxngton where the airship was turned over to Lieut.-
Golonel Fravel, Majors Reardan, Lincolw, Barry, Lieuts, Reeves and York :for train-.
ing flights for a few hours., The return Tllght to Langley Field was madc as a
-night. traxnlng flight, for Major Reardan, who piloted this airship, U R
" 2nd Photo- Sectiony. Of late this organlzatlon has been engaged in maklng a .
‘mosaic of outlying towns, ¥illages and districts in the v1cln1ty of ; Langley Fleld
to aiscale of one to four thousand,. This large scale, mosalc is. to be installed at
Headquarters. Langley Field, whefe it will assist in 1ocat1ng houses occupled by -
oiflcers Howy Quaruered off therpost.;‘ééﬁq:ﬁﬁ~;: Al FRIAVEUNS AR R
A mosait and a 'set of obllque photographs were. recently made of Williamsburg,
Va.,'“The teddle. of the Republlc" "These photographs are to be- uded. by" the Pub~
dicity-Department, of William, and Mary Co&lege 1n cOnstructlng a model 1n rellef |
" of the historical community. '
) . 96th Bombardment Squadron:. Lt McReynoids gnd Sgt. Johnson recently completec

U é course. at Edgewood “Arsenal on the technxcalltaes of 1ay1ng‘a dmoke sereen. They .

A
O

reported they en;oyed the course very much the weather durlng thelr stay bemng
dellghtful._;;;
C It is witn reg“et that we'’ announce the death of 15t Sgt James H Smlth, of
thls organlzatlon, ‘on’ an R7th Sgt Smmth Was exoeptlonally well lmked and was
to have been’ netired’ 1n a, few days. §“<
Notide toiMeCook' Fleld ' The, ;ngenuity of the Englneerlng Depattment of the“
Bbth. Bomb . :Sqdn . has" proven ltseli _with; the -instdllation ¢f a novel system, of

K heatlng 011 and water on W1n1ry mornzﬂgs. For’ dctails on the; matter wrlte to

‘ | Master' Asgt: _Randley” ‘Langley! Field, who.projectéd the’ system. T

- Btaff” Sgt Har*y G Brown, of the"9oth Bomb Sqdn. was sen% té Walter Reed
General Hosp;tal for observatlon. o L Do ‘ .

Brooks Fleld San Antonlo Texas, February Sth

A

: E*j Wlth the gresagt class almost two weeks behlnd in’ ats schedula because of bad
weather “the ‘entire personnel 1s worklng over time ‘in an effort to graduate the, -
class by the last.of the mnnth. A complete flying &nd’ground school ¢ourse.of

? f:ve. 1nstead of six months' duratlon, is to be- trled out with, the next two. classe~
* This will give instructors : approximately four weeks between: classes in which to - :
prepare their cournses. for-the next 51ege.‘ If. practlcdble,'academxc leaves will
i be "granted’ to xhose needing rest, celaxgtaon and the "big, broad-flexible outlook"
: Cross*country fllghts -made during January were as follows: Captain C.B., 01da
field to Fort Ringold, Texas; Lt. H.M, Wittkop to’ Muskogee Okla.; Lieut. L.C.
1Graigie'to Tulsa, Okla.; Lleut LW, Davies to Post. Field; Staff Sgt. DeWald to.
Luling and Laredo Texas\ Lieuti Perrin to Harllngen and. Brownsv1lle Texas Lty
% H. McKznnon to Cuero, Texas; LtL-R.D. ‘Reéves and Lt, Glllespxe to Dallas Texas.

. Lieuts, 'H\R, ‘Greenlaw, 'N.F, Tw1n1ng and-C T, Méyérs to Port 0'Copnor, ‘Texa. . -

,}  - . Lt..and Mrs,’ Wallace E. Witson are the parents’. of a son.born Dec, 3rd,

Lieut, Charles Y. Banflll returned from his letest” success w;th "Wings" and
reassumed command of the '11%h “School: Group Headquarters."“,
. Lt‘ and Mrs. Leo Post and Lt and Mrsc B3 Tooher are new arrlvals here. .
Barney' you may recall ‘Was one ‘Gfene’ or:glnal charter members*of the Air corps,
and we are’ prbué to- have such’ talent with ug, L, v

. Master:Sgt Nichols" arrlve& here from the Phill plnes and was a591 ned tc the
46%h School Squadrqn.vdf B p g

Staff: Sgt DEWald,:,dne"iof ohr flyzng 1nstructors tor several classes, 1s

leaulng the s Tvaca to fly for’the Alr Mazl

:"‘

San Antonlo A “-Iﬁtermed _te Depot Duncan Fleld ﬂTexas Feb lbth. gn5gfh

The Englneerlng Department of thls Depot overhahled and repalred the follow—
© ing- alrplanes and: engines‘durlng January A;rplanes = 5 DH<4M-2T; 3 DH-4M-2;
S DH24M-1; 4 Douglas 0-2;.1. VE—9 1 NBSnl 1 OA"lA, 2 PT~l, Total 22 Englnes -
34.L1berty4 1 erght total 35,

The much” neédey’ Pir-1, spares are’now arr1V1nglat this Depot and will greatly :
facllltate -the: dverhaql of +hé PT-1- planes. DR

In the- Depot Supply’ Department “the Work of packlng éngxne parts ;n standard

‘boxes is progressing nicely and will be: the means cf 5av1ng approxzmately 75% of
the floor: space formerly occupled by %hls materlal
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Lleute Tnomae dx Gmlbert and C J o Kenney arrlved here Feb, 15th from Pcst
Fleld ferrymng two JJH planes to be turned in to. thxs Depot.

>

Fort Crockett Texaui Januafy 8bth. t.w,,,

[ .
!

The Pos+ Exchange 6 months oldu is. 1ncrea91ng 1n scope and bus1ness monthly,

Oh Dec. 31st thezEAchange completed the best: month's busmnees since  its opening
last June’; profits are- guite satlsfacfory. . ‘

" The'EiV & R. Department received. the first. 1netallment of the 8th Corns Aree
traveling Iibrary.," consmstlng 'of 5% hooka of modern . f1ct10n = & welcome addltlon
to the Post Library proper, consisting of about 400 books,

, In dddition to the regildrly scheduled entertalnments,vlncludlng motion picw
ture shows ;g representatzve of 4hé Chrletlan Churcih of . Galveston gave. at the Ser-
vice Club'for members of the poet a: short play*and 1nterest1ng talke on’ sub;eots
of current interesis . "

) Thé Q M, Depts . has been more‘than uoually act;ve ‘in new ‘¢onstruction and re-
constimétion,” The post carpenter ehop th moved to a’ new’ bu;ldlng much bettor
suited to-its: purpose. N 4

The admlnletratlon bulldlng recently recelved a new embellxshment & SLgn
5 x 10 ft. bearing the. six coats; of “armg and ins1gnia ‘of. the 3rd Attack Group,
© and its. “8quadrons, painted by an - offleersbf this, command, ‘The sign is brillient .
. “the coats of arms standing out in twelve colors on: a background of white,
"7 . One officer of’the Resérve  and six cadets left for Kelly Field. to undergo
examination for appointiment in the Reghfar Army , viz; 2nd Lt. T .M Palmer; Res.,
Flying Cadets M.D.5, Steenson, FiX\ Park, E.C, "Robbins, AE. Cabane, WeW. - Gross,
©0.C. George and F .V, Tompklne. A1l of the above spent much tlme in the last two
months in. preparation’ for tle examination, ' "
60th Service:Sauadroni” The recreation room 1 of. the 60th SquadrOn is flnlshed.
It. is furnished in & two«room. apartment effect ~the outér room (1nclud1ng pool and,

billiard parlor and card room) furnished as a- huntlng lodge, while an inner room .

is decorated as a drawing room. compleﬁe in every detail 4o the overstuffed furnis
" ture, mahogany tablee, floor and plano lamps end lounglng cornere in mahogany and
dark green., -~ ¢ :

Basket ‘ball was the prxnclpal athlet;c actlvity of the Squadron wath 1ts e

team at présent challenglng any. squadron of the Group for champ1onsh1p. having met.i‘

with conszderable success 1n games ‘with. out51de teams, .

8th Attack: Squadron . The. Squadron ig {eelxng the. iose of bne of its officers,

1st Lieut, Ralph’ F. Stearley, who was. reimeved from asszgnment w1th the squadron
_end a551gned th" Headquarters as AdJutant,..:

Lieut}i Howard: M, Tupner ig- ori-a, .30 daya"leave of absence Vlsitlng relatives jf'*”

at Avoca,: Texae.,, Peaietran

90th Aftaok Squadron. Flyxng wea tha princ;pal acthItY of . the squadﬁOﬂ d“’f A

ing theslast’ %wq weeks, in aeditlon to- unqsuelly heavy work' in the care’ of ite;,
planes due 10 thelr belng practlcelly altogether exposed to the weather thhout
hangad‘s, «’ o ,rly Ve w b

The" Aerodrome. Durlng the pest Wek - the Group construction detall e;erted
work on a’ two-story. meteorologlcal offmce ad;qmnlng the Group-Operations’ Office.
This will be' completed 'within &' short tine, making a“total of five offlcee on
the flylng field; 811 built by home. talent from salmaged lumber.‘ e '

" The w1nd egain played havoc with' +thé hopqlng 0f  4hé Group's. alrplanee,. Dur-
ing the ‘past - }& fays four’ more tent Hangars were- .either torn to shreds’ 3 bIown_
completely taq tbe ground by the wind, ,They: have been ‘erected:-since last eummer
and the attaekp of "the” atmosphere and” clxmamic cond;tlone ‘have rendered them in
such a deterionated: condition that they will withstand very, little further on»r
slaught of weather.  This'leaves & total ‘of elght hangare standing out of the ..
original 22, d;ylded a8 follawsi 90th.5quadron 1;7/8th'Squadron, 5; 60th»3quadrpp,
2, With the arplval of  newly overhauleg aireraft and: visiting alrplanes. in adp
dition“to.the" P! anes’ already here, 1t 18 € problem to determlne Whlch airplanee"
- are éntitled tq ‘shelter; " - B -'J‘ o
) The. centr&etore -are ‘Sh the’ ground and ‘have' started the erectlon of the new
steel hangars to be placed ‘at the eastern end” of the north ell of the- f;eld Un-
til thesge Mangars are’ ready ‘for'use; detenloratlon and damagé to government prep»
erty is bound to take plade, because a large. percentage of the Group e alrplenes
are exposed to the salt’ laden,wet, w1nter air. ' .

Through’ arrangements between the Chlef of Alr Corps and the Ndvy Dept..'
u.s. float lighte, Mark II equlpped w1th A F L.O- 1~a manually operated-fuses .
et ) ‘76 - : hE . V-5647 A.uo

e

N

I




U —

L

R =

VA

have Yeen furnished to this Group for service tests. These floatllights are used
for measuring drift when {lying over wator, while the airplanes are flying a -
straight course the float ~ bombs are dropped overboard. Aiter tuey are a mile or
more astern the anvle made between the float's dlrectlon and the longitudinal cen-
ter line of the sblp is measured. .In measuring - the drift radial lines ¢ are painted
on the stabilizer from the denter noint of the back to the rear cockpit, these
lines represept every five dogroe 1ntorval irom zero to thwrtv degrees .on each side.
The observer faces t0 uhe rear, ‘pluces his eje as close as possible to the center
point and 510hts-over ‘the - 4tdbllllzer, using a five degree reference line, being
able ‘to estimate the Ari?t to within one. degree.r To date four of these float " .

Tights were. testea, resu’tln ‘with good visibility. for an average of’five minutes

under hégvy weather coadltlona of ‘rough seas’ and strong winds. The tests thug far
have becn conducted by Lieuts. G.C. McGinley, A.Lu. Bump, Jdr., . and Sgt. Edw. Brown,
all pilots of thb 3rd Attuck Group, -,

: Tralnlng of’ perconneL of the 3rd Atteck GrOup 91nce January ]st consisted of

the following: (a)} Aeridl Training ~-(1) Progressive insiruction’ in formation fly-

ing to include rendezvous: over distant ObJCCu1V09 by: 1nd1v1dua1 airplanes and unlts

‘proceedlng to ObJBC tives via different routes; {2) Low altitude bombing; (3) A
. least one cro is~country. fllght per uonth for each officer; (4) The appllpaplon of

attack tactics against ground targets; (5) Individual synchronized machine gun
training. {b) Ground Training -- (L) Commissioned and enlisted personnel; Instrué-
tion and practice for both commissioned and enlisted personnel as required in.-the '
performance of their duties in the unit; {2) Enlisted Pe“sonne1 - Recruit instruc- -
tion for all men with less than six mouths' service.

Cross~country flights for the purpose of individuel cross-country flying traine-
ing, were made by the following versonnel: Lieut., H.W, Anderson with Capt, Charles,
E. Brenn, i.C. 1o Kelly Field, Jan. 3rd, returning the following day; Lieu¥, G7A.
McHenry to Kelly Field, Jan, 7th, returning the 9th; Cadet Alexander Cabana to '
Post Field, Okia., Jan. 8th, returniig the following day; Cadet W.W. Gross, to

. Bartlett, Texas, Jan. 8th, reuurnlng the following day; Major Frank D. Lackland to

Kelly Field, Jan. 1lth, rettrnlng the 15th.

Lieut. G.C. McGinley was forced down at Ellington Field, while en rdute.to
Kelly Field, on account of motor trouble.:

Lieut. R.,F. Stegrley mede a cross-country flizht to Kelly Field in a Douglas
‘Transport with Lieut., A.H. Foster, for the purpose of ferrying to this station .
Lieuts, Barnes and McGinley, who ferried two 0-2's to thé San Antonio Air Inter— ’T
mediate Depot. Lieut. Foster was the pilot on the return trip, :

Athletics of the 3rd A*tack Group znd other troops at Fort Crockett are on
the boom, including soccer, baskelball and winter baseball, Athletics in various
forms are doing much for the Attack (roup in ef ficiency, liealth end worale.

Lieut. Ralph ¥, 5Stearley left for McCook Field to astiend a meeting of a
Board of Officers in connection with aircraft iastruments. On conclusion of the
sessions of this Board, lieut, Stearley will sit on another Board at McCook Field,
convened for the purpose of adjusting tables of basic allowances.

The Air Corps Club I Building was complutednand furnished and is now in use,
although its formal -opening will not take place for a short time. This Club is
a source of satisfaction to the officers and ladies of the command, as prevxous
to this time there was no provision for a Club.

An Officers' Mess was established as a restaurant feature of the Group under
a Chinese caterer, Visiting pilots will be extended the courtesy of three mesls
at the expense of the.Club, ' ' . ' B

The formal openlng of the Club will, .it is expected, take the form of a re-
ception for members of the Club and 1r1ends in the City of Galveston who have
in a large measure made the club possible by their assistance in furn1 hing it =as
to actual furniture, rugs, draveries and incidentals,

A three act drama-farce was written by Lieut. John L. Hitchings and will be
staged by officers of the command, the five character paris being taken by offi-
cers and the ladies. The play deplcth the idiosyncracies of Helen of Troy and
Sir Galehad and, in addition, explains the reason for the empty seat at King
Arthur's Round Table. :

Pope Field, Fort Bragz, N.C., February 25th.

Parachute jumping has lately constituted the chief sport of our personnel at
the field. Jumps were made ty Privates Dalton, Smith, Stephenson, Clark, Schrwei.
and Kolb, The latter suffered a sprained ankle, otherwise no hitch occurred and

' - T7 = v-5647, A.C.




all concerned enJoyed the fun. , :
- Capt. AW, Stevens made an urgent £iight to Lanvley Fleld last week’ in quest
of photographlc supplies necessary for conducting his ‘project at Fort Bragg. He
-was piloted by Lieut. H.W, Gauble, and the round trlp was completed ‘the same '
day with plenty of “time to’ spare. : [ C
Lieut. M.E, Gross of Maxwell Field was an: overnight V151tor here recently,
.. his passenger being Prlvate Rushlng. He piloted an 0-2,

Mr. Bellanca, with a party of three others, flew down from Rmchmond in, oue of
his erght~Bellanca cabln jobs and landed here for fueli. He: remained only a few
minutes, ‘being desirous of making Charleston: before nlghﬂfall Judging from his own
words, Mr* ‘Bellanca is oh an 1nspecf10n trip, lmmklng over the Carolinaf with a 4

- view. tb establishing an aircrafi factory soinewhere t¢lode by in the south, )

Ordlnarllv the roar of a Liberty motor is a fost comforting sound, but Such.’
an infethal fmcket at 6:00-AM. is not appreciated to its fullest. extant by those |
-who -endeavored to ‘garner a, full share of sleep, When Lieuts. M.M, Murphy and !
Claire Stroh hopped off for Langley the othér mornlng and climbed over camp seve f

- eral:minutes before daylight they jumped the’ ‘gun on"every alarm clock on the post .
and comnletely annihilated something over 2000 man hours sleep. This rude awaken-
ing made quite g hit with our Artillery: brothers. "Some of the pilots charged
Murphy and Stroh with running on retardad spark w1th fmendlsh intent, but 80 far
“the . charge has not been proved R : .

"r
I
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The chlef purpose of thls publzcatlon 1s to distrlbute 1nformat10n on aero~ "
naut1cs to the flying personnel Ain‘the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, Natlcnal Guerd
and others connected with ayiatlon.n-.j e Do g
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AIR CORPS. MMEUVERS AND DEMONSTRATIONS

The Anndal Alr Force Maneuvers to be held thls year at San Antonlo Texae,
v1th theioeCOnd D1v151on w111 be preceded by a.seriss of demonstratmons at the ‘
special ‘Service schogls at Fort, Benning, -Gauj. Forts Rzley and- Leavenwérth; Kansas,’
and Fcrt Sill ' Dkld, Planes and -pilets ‘from.the First Pursuit Group at Selfrldge
-481& Mlch., “the Second Bombardment Group &t Langley Field, Va., and1the Third
At tack Group at Fort Crockett Texas, will partlclpate in the manBuUvers,. Observe—a
tion will -be'’ furnlshed by the 16th Observatlon Squadron at Fort Rlley and the 12th
Observetlon Squadron at Fort: Sam Houston, Texas.

. - 2The. demonstratlon at Fort Benning w111 be' on May 3rd; at rort Rlley on May Sth
FortrLeavenworth May 7th ‘and’ rort 8ill, May ‘9th. . Thereafter the unxte w111 pro-
ceed- to Sen” Antonlo Texae to arrlve of’ or about May llth.. " :

The concentrated ‘air’ forces w111 con51st of 100 alrplanes, 92 offlcers and 145
enlisted wen, Types of alrplanes will. be distributed as follows: thirty pursuit,
twenty bombardment, twenty attack,: ‘gpventeen’ observatlon and thlrteen transporte.
The staff,’ consxstlng of Brigadier-General J.E. Fechet, Army Air Commander; Major -
H.C: Pratt, Chief ofi Staff,; Hajor John H, Jouett) AAs-l Major Joséph T. McNarney,
AAS-2; Magor Cark; Spatz, AAS 3, and. Captaln Ralph H. Wooten, AAS-4; will proceed
on Mey 1st, . thn9551ng the. demonstratlone en réute to.the maneuvers. lh}

b Twe&ve alrplanes from the” Thlrd Attaok Group w;th 13. offlcers and, 25 enlasted
men wdll proceed. edstwarad, from Fort, Grockstt, via New Orleans, La,, and Maxwell 1.
Piéld; Moritgoméry,; Ala., %o Fort Benning, where they will be met by four. pursuit'
airplanes. andrthelr complement of officers-from Selfridge Field, and a Yike nUmber_’
of - bombardment a&rplanes ‘and. personnel from- Langley Field.:: The demonstratlon at ..
this station on ey 3rd will'be: observed: by repreSentatiVes of [ the Infantry, Cave.
alry,” ‘Field Artlllery ‘ahd Coast® Artillery, and is’ planned to.exhibit the. p0881b11~
ities of- attack av1atlon. Th;rty lOO-lb bombs .and 200 25-1b fragmentatlon bcmbe
will ‘be’ expended ‘in thxe tactlcal maneuver.~‘All traneportatlon of personnel and

spare parts will be efifécted by- air; transport-airplanes being used, T

.. Upon ; sthe: ‘accomplishment of ‘the-. atteck demonstratlon the :planes and pereonnel
partlclpating will proaeed to Sen Antonzo V1a Maxwell Fleld New Orleans and
Tallulah, 'La, | '

" On May 5th’; exght attack e;ght bombardment and elght pursu1t airplanes wzll be
concentrated from~the1r respectlve groups'al Fort: Riley. ‘At this. etation the: pro=-
gram will. include a ground- inspection, aerial review, aerial’ combat” by pursult unltc,
attack of ‘a convoy and a- battery by the attac? ‘planes, att tack and defense: of an
amunition. dump by bombadeent and; purcult -9 smoke screen demonstratlon and a
photographlc demonstratlon.- For- the latter exerclses, four: observatlon amrplanes :
will be furnishéd fpom the 16th. Observatlon Squadron. Machine gune and’ bombs,; in-.
cluding sixty 100:1b, demolltdon, will, be expended in carrying out this maneuver.

. As at Fort Bennlng, ihe formatlone completing thelr missions will proceed at
once to the mext  Station,” Fort Leavenworth “arrivingthere: for-a 51m11ar‘demcnstra-
tion on May 7th, which 1d'te be repeated at Fort. Sill.on May 9th,' . )

“On Mey 1llth,-all the units whlch have bartlczpated in these’ demonstratlons ,
will be concentrated at. San’ Anto.m.ot With, addxtzcnai units.{rom the First Pursuit
Group at Selfrxdge Fleld and, the. an Bombardment Group .at Langley Field, .which
will have ‘been moved from. the;r home . etatlons to San Antonlo.. The. maneuvers W111
then take place, endlng on May 21st. -

‘ According to a.War Department Préss redease the 2nd Divxsion, commanded by
Major-General William D, Cofiner; is-made up of approximately 6500 officers ‘and en-.
listed men, constituting the only’ regular army divigioh in the’Unlted States, all
of whosé unlts bexng garriaoned at the- .same-. post. - San; Antonio. wzll w1tness the
largest number of planes ever- aeeembled in:this country.for feneuvers. :

' From the time .the- five score,sircraft’leave théir’ respect1ve Home hangare
early in May until. thelr return well toward the ‘oid ‘of the month; 475,000 air miles

=79 ' T T ylsess, adc,




EE L T ey
o o

Will heve been, cledived by their promellers, Incidentislly; residents’of more: than’
twenty siated will have had an opportunity to see the nation's war bikds en rodte’
to and frohm theiritraining grounds e o LS T e
... There will™be’ two phases of the mpneuvers,in Texas, The first phase will in=-
volve the participetion  df 41l ground.and. dir forces on the . same 'side and is de=
§l%ned&ﬁgg&$V9IOp~étaf£-{qnqtioning?and the' conduct~of opetations-of large units: .
in pursuance of the general plan of the Commanding General: ,In the second phasce’
a.?&ttaof,tpe“alr units. ¥ill-uperéte iti’the attack of the ground troops and posi-
tions, special attention being given~to ‘the conduct of ‘such attacks and the.counter
measmres taken by ground 8nd Air FOFGES. .o .\ ey st e
... With reference to the participation of the ‘Air Corps, Mri F. Trubee Davison,
,éﬁﬁ}ﬁ??pt_ﬁectetapy of Wer, -made the following statement: "These maneuvers have
four. distinct purposes.so’ fdr e Air:Corps is-concerned. First, to give staff -
5 toiipoded of dll typel of combaet planes..” - 7t

officers opportunity. o, Hendle’ ait U
.??CQPQlY)ﬂﬁPQGF%blﬁftﬁgi:egﬁdhnél<ch?anﬁaifhuﬁit”cléss*to‘sthay;the-éfféctivehessr.
-, 9F other ¥ypes.  Thirdly, to iést ddbquacy’ of bombing and’ attack formetibns by~ - .

lf'xav:.ng then gfc'h&ckgd' by «pursuit . formétions. '<And, ifourthly, %o -give -air add .ground .

44,°r°ﬁ§;a£y°ﬁp9?$unity&¢qt tudy their respective .methods -of operation, .. - .. . L ..
< UAnother-importerth .o ject,dis. to ascertain how well :several groups of planes, . ..
‘ean carry out cross.country flights rasging .from-1,500 to 2;100-miles on prearrang-
. 8d timetablew, .The movements ad plamned run on.-express .schedule with but farrow =~
-fm&?€1n§~for‘quslblgaupﬁéyqp@blg,weathenhgn@jotheniébstgcleslw'lnfwa?,;éu@ﬁmqbétac-

les would be disregarded, but ‘in maneuvers, the problem will not permit practices *
that unduly endanger lives.or property.” For this reason the préposed time ‘schedule
Wll}?b$g§§¥%¥§di§$AWqéfheﬁ-ioﬁdit;@ﬁs’éﬁdpLﬁiP;éVe.thavépdﬁle." I B
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,'\TITUDE‘ RECORD . FOR BALLOONS* . . " -
4 .ngngay;p,;S;andarda;;épen%lynénnphncedf%hak‘the‘thueﬂaltitpgbjmé&k}.'“Ag
regchep;by’Ggptain’ﬂgwthprnafcﬁﬁsrayﬂ'Airﬁgqrps,jiﬁﬁh;s.thrilling free balloon S
flight.at Scott Field, Ill.y, onh March 9th, was 28,510 feet, While this'mark failed -
%o eqlipse; tHe presant world!s altitude record”fdr' free balloons (35,424 Teot) hield . -
by the Germgn aeronaut’s’,’ Suripg and Benson; it ‘sirpassed’ by a‘considerable margin. = =
%helﬁmﬁigggb’hlﬁitudefretbrd.@f31539975£eet attained by £1lifford B. Harmon on ‘Octo-
~bher \’- . .",.._,_; :“..": i ‘-’ D P >~ o, ‘ }vfo;‘;:'t.ﬁ‘ . S ; R e
B ~ Captain Gray; in 'hisg attempt .to gain for.the Unitedi States the world's alti. . . |
- tude record (fordree balleaens,..started to lose comsciousness, accarding to reporis,
-when hiy barograph registered around 2%,000 feet, because in the. rawigtmosphere
and subrzero temperature improperly agdjusted tubes failed to supply him with suffi-
- cient. oxygen from>the thréé tanks: in the ‘ballodn basket, It was stated that at’
*¥27,000 feet Captain Gray was overcomé, but that 'hé regained his senses at 17,000
feet to {ind his.balléon fa#lling at'a.raté 'dof 1,000.t0 1,200 feet a minute, 'Dizzy
and intensely cold, ‘he, began-to. throw out 'sand ballast te check his fall, He was:
© finelly forced to.use his.fingers to-tear the sandibags away,.as.the three special
.~kgiv:qurought along to cut the ballast awaey had grovm dull after he used them'a'. "~
Ceptain Gray succeeded 'in‘checking his réte“of descent-to gbout 600.feet ‘per
minuté, his balloon finally erashing through’ sbind telephone wireés:on-the- roadside .
near @shley, Tll., 'some 40:iiles .southeast of “Scott Field, and into a ditch. WVhile. .
the resultant shock from the impact of the basket. with the ground jarred him con-
siderably;'shatterin% his radio receiving set: and :some.of.the’ instruments, Captain
. Gray, aside. from a slightly sprained arnkle, sufféref, no injury. He was immediately’ -
placed in -one. of the.thres, airplanés from Scott Fiéigiwhich'had-folloWed-hiSnflight,f
and was, rushed.to the pos} hospital, the'distance béing negotiated in twéhty minutes.-
A rest’ of several hours at the lhospital restored Mim to his mormal physical:~ . /.
COndltlbn. o e L e - , IR v, -ﬁ. N ..":.“i‘ ) ;.:‘ T L .~ . .o
.7 Despite the hard larding of the.balloon, the recording barographs iwere not dam. .
agaed ,thus making it possible. t6-send these sealed insiruments to the Bureau of
5 anéards‘for.selibrationh Ny O
- Captain Gray became affilisdted with the Iighterf-théntair branch of the Air~.
Corps in 1921, and hiS'atﬁégpt.tbﬁﬁreakffhe“warld‘t‘altituQQ‘rebbrd markeéd the fire. +~
time he had éver ventured in & balloon beyond 14,000-feet., 1In this flight ‘he wore =l
a heavy Tur-lined suit ‘with '@ parachute strappedito his back. The tubessfrom'the =~ -
gxy%endtgnk.led into his leather helmet. He still.hed a’ supdly. of .oxygen-left when ..
e landed, ' . g oo M,"' :"': " o P e o T I Vo e S o
-A native of ‘the. Statevof Washington, Captan Gray wag born gylﬁebru@;yﬂlﬁ;,lBBQf _
After servin%'ds’a,oommis&ionedﬁqifice: in the Idaho National Guard, hé enlisted in .
the Army in 1915 ‘with the ‘sple intention of "securing a transfer to the Aviation - - |
Corps, The exigéncies of the service at that time: prevented him from realizing his :
ambition, and it wes not .until Septémber;19204 that he. wes deitailed to.the Air Cosiv o
During the War -he was commigsioned in. the:Infantry and rcse. to the- rank pf Japtaia.
‘ He was transferred in theat-grade to the Air Corps, Regular Army,in. Avgust, 1921. . -
Ceptain Gray graduated from the Ballpon School at Ross Field, Arcacia; Gal.,
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in 1921, and from the Balloon and Airship School at Scott Field in 1924, subsequentw’
1y sérving as an instructor at the latter school. *e also graduated from the Primary
Flying School at Brooks Field, Texas,. and complated the special course in. heavier-
than-air observation at the Advanced Flying 'School at Kelly rleld, Texas.
~In the Cordon Benneut International Balloon Race last year, held at Antwerp,
Pelgium, Captain Gray, representing the Army Air Corps, won second place when he
covered a dlstance of 599 kdlometers. _ ‘
——-oOo»-—i

SEVERL SQUALL WRECKS ALRPL!NLS AT rOR CROCKETT

A squall of lnteNS1ty and severe proportlons suddenly struck Galveston and
vicinity at 1:06 A M.,February 18th, lastihg for about 15 minutes. The storm came:
withoit warning and, in-its short llved intensity, caused severe damage to the fly—
ing equitment of the Third Attack Group.

Ail {ent hangars. standing vhen the squall struck were - torn to ribbons by the
bale. Two Dovglas 0-2 planes of the 8th Attack Squadron were completely wrecked;
remsining a twisted mees of debrisy whlch was disassembled and shipped to the depot.
Jor magor overhaul, Thvee other 0-2's of this squadlon were so badly damaged as to-
require shipment for complete overhaul, o
' Two new Curtiss 0-1's of the 60th Service Squadron, were ‘badly damaged, both re—~‘"'
quiring overhaul at the San An% onio AJr Intermediate. quot 0f the remaining seven
planes, all of the 90th Attack Squadron, including the Douglas C-1 Transport, a JN-6
and five 0-2's, all were damaged to some extent, requiring minor repairs before they .
could be flown. Subsequent ins pec£10n° havé ‘shown that only three of fhese planes
are-in proper condition foér flying, the.others recelv1ng structural demages. ‘such as
bent fuselage members, strained flttlngs. etc. :

The squall was twisting in effect, and its first blast wﬁecked the tent hangars
and the ships inside, toe51ng them arcund until completely wrecked; this desnlte the
fact that they were secu“ed by litvfes®n steel, .corckserew ground stakes.

The planes of the 90th Atitack Squadron faired better, inasmuch as they were’
staked in the open, tailed into the wind, Yet they received a severe beating and
pougdlng against the ground resvltlng in severesl broken tail Skld fittings and bent
members,

The "Jenny" took off from the llne and ended its solo hop about 100 yards from

. fts starting point,hidirg on its nose behind the operations office,with its skin
still Whole,
’ It was unfortunate that at the time the two new steel hangars had not yet
reached that stage of completlon allcwing them to house the. alrplanes. As a resultv
+he Attack Group is now carrying on limited training and preparation for maneuvers
with only four airplanes available., It is expected 0 shortly recaive, however,.
enough planes t6 enable the Group's’ part1c1patlon in the maneuvers as scheduled.

One lesson derived from the experience is in the fact that upon warning of hlgh
winds or storms, planes in or near tént hangars shonld at once be removed. A]though
nothing could have been dons in this case, because of the sudden striking of the
storm without warning, it was found that’ 1o ships steked outside were as completely
wrecked or suffered nearly as much damage as thosé in tents.

---&oOo---

AIRMEN TRAVELING BY RAIL TAKE OUT ACCIDENT INSURANCE .

The above heading Would str1~e the casual- reader as somewhat odd but, as the
familiar expression goes,"Surange things do happenV, Quite recently Magor Frank D.
Lackland, Commanding Officer of the Third Attack Group and of Fort Crockett, Galves=-
ton, Texas, and Ceptain Joseph H. Davidson, -Opergtions 0fficer, 1éft Galveston by
rall for Fort Benning, Ga., to attend a confererce in preparation of a program ‘of
Attack demonstrations for the Infantry School to be held..in May.

This was Captain Davidson's first trip on a railroad in five years, and Major
Lackland's first one in three years, although both have covéred the United States by
air during those periods. Idany members of the Attack Group were in favor of furnish-
ing an official chaperone and gulde to insure the safe conauct and- arrlval of the,
two officers.

In meking their Pullman reservations, both asked dvbmousTy regardlng the rela—
tive safety of upper and lower berths, and before leaving +he ticket window Captain
Davidson slyly took out one week's Trévellers Accident Insurance in view of danger=-
ous travel Wy mail. Major Lackland {cllowed suit, feeling that it woull be a shame
\ if they should be in the same accident and he should not collect while “Jo" would.

: After careful admonitions by friends to call the porter "George" and nat to sleep
¢* in the berth hammocks, the two doughty aviators were turned over to the graces of
the train conductor for safe delivery at their destination.
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. -THE HOW AND WHY OF THE CATERPILLAR CLUD -
The Caterpillar Club is a wythicael orgznization in this country wh

‘@ niore or less sportaneous growth sirce the forced jump of .Lieutenunt Ha
Harris in 1922, There seems to be a great. deal of uncertainty in regard 7
act origin of the Caterpillar Club, as a number.of peoplé -in the newspsps: 2
well as in the Parachuts Unit of the Materiel Division.at McCook Fisia, Deyten,.
Ohio, think they were ameng the prime movers in establiching this club. v

. The clearsst stdry so far ovbtained on the organization of the Caterpillgr-Club
was that it started with a discussion among two Dayion newspaper men, Mr. Morris
"Putton, reporter, &nd Verne Timmerman, photographer,”of the Daytor HERALD, and Mr.

¥ oH. St.Clair of the Parachute Unit at licCook Field. This discussion took place

4t the time of Lieut. Harris' sensational jump. The future success of the para-
" chute was foreseen, owing t6 the success which attended Lieut. Harris\'jump.from a
very rapidly falling and disintegrated airpldne.. The suggestion was made that- a
¢lub should be organized, composed only of people whose lives were saved by the use
of the parachute when forced to leave an aircraft in flight.  Probably the name of
the Club suggested itself by reason'of,tﬁe fact that the parachute is made of silk,
& product coming from the caterpillar cocoon. ol -

" The Caterpillar Glub is not an organization. It has no officers, constitutiou
or by-laws. As it now stands it simply consists in the-collection of data in re-
gard to emergency parachute jumps, with a short statement regarding the circumstan.
ces and a picture of the person saved. These are mounted in the Caterpillar-Club
album and no other formélity, except an occasional press notice, -is indulged in.

" Ther@ are at this writing 39 members of the Caterpillar Club, with a total of
45‘lifé—saving,jumps. Some "of the members have made more. than one jump, Lieut.-
Frank 0'D. Bunter and Lieut, Fugene H, Barksdale (deceased) jumping twice, and Capt.
Chas. A. Lindbergh, Reserve, using the civte on four -occasions. ‘

The 45 jumps menticned above are divided as follows: '
~ Army Air Corps .« . « .+ . .32
Marine Corps .+ . . » . . . 2
U, Se Navy o o« v o o o & 2 2
Commercial v » + . + . . . 5 - T
AT Mail . . . h . e oA e 45 : -

* * The only emblem thus far suggested shows a drawing of .a caterpillar which a
Dayton painter sketched .on the frame of ‘the Caterpillar Club display board in the
Parachute Unit of the Materiel Division, iicCookiField. Recently, however, the
Irving Parachute Company of Buffalo, New York, -sent gold pins -of -a caterpillar de-
sign to individuals whose lives have been saved with the use of the ILrving parachut

" The Materiel Division, it is understood, is newconsidering an "official" in-
sighia, showing the caterpillar mounted on a mulberry :leaf, to be mounted on a
ring instedd of a pin, owing-to the fact that there is no authority fer officers
in the military service wearing ornaments of this nature on their uniforms,

" The Club, of course, has no official significance, and there arg no fundsg’
available for the purchase of emblems of this nature. However, owing to the fact
that the number of eligibles has now grown to an appreciable amount, it may be
desirable to establish an organization and arrange for the distribution of a suit-
able insignia by popular subscription among the members, , _

" 'The list of persons saved by parachute jumps from airplanes during flight is
given below, as follows: ' : ' : ' :

:
T
o

Date . Name _ _ . Rank , "~ Place
August “ 24 William O'Connor Civilian McCook Field,Ohio.
1922 ° o - : -
October 20 Harold R. Harris = . 1st Lieut. - McCook Field,Ohio.
November 11 Frank B. Tyndall - 1st Lieut. Seattle, Wash.
1924 S - S S
April 23 Mr. Bottomfield ' Civilian' . - . Kelly Field,Texas.
May 13 E,.H. Barksdale . I 1st Lieut-. Fairfield,Ohio.
June 5 W.W, White . " 2nd Lieut, Kelly Field,Texas.
Jude - 13 Walter Lees .7, Lieut, ORC . Dayton, -Ohio,
June . 18 John A, Macready lst Lieut., - Day+on, Ohio.-
July 11 A.R. Crawford S 2nd Lieut." .. Kelly Finld, Texas.
~August 29 W.E, Coggin Private - Bolling Field,D.C,
August 29 L.L. Koontz | o 1st lieut., Bolling Fieid,d.C,
Getober 16 W.M, Coles C Gunner, USN Coronado,Cal.

n
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Date

Name o " 1

Sentember 17 C.L. WlllmamS'

18t Lieut..

e - Rank - Place

\ 1924 (Cont.) 3 T . _ :

{' November - 4 W.E. Lynd Captain Kelly Field, Texas.

| 1925 - : A

{  March 6 C.D, McAllister an Lleut. Kelly Field, Texas. '
March 6 Chas, A. Lindbergh - 2nd Lieut. Kelly Field, Toxas
Mareh 20 Frank 0'D. Hunter 1st Lieut. Dayton, Ohio.
April 6 L.E. iix (Marine’ Corps) Sergeant = Quantico, Va.
April 10 J.Thad Johnsen 1st Lieut, Eaglesmere, Pa.
Mey 22 C.H, Schildauer (Navy) Lieut. ~ ‘Lakehurst, N.J.
June 2 Chas, A. Lindbergh " Lt.Reserve . S5t. Louis, Mo.
July " Mrs, Irene McFarland Civilian  Cincinnati; Ohio,
August 17 K.J, Gregg . 2nd Lieut, Lavernia, Texas. -
October 1 F,0. Rodgers (Marxne Eorps) Lieut, Langley Field, Va., -
October 10 Fred C.'Nelsop 1st Licut., St, Louis, Mo. =
November 11 Leonard S. Flo 2nd Lieut, Wright Field, Ohio.-
November 11 John McGlynn - - - Private = ° Wright Field, Ohio.-

1926 SR o . '

March S Frank G'D.Bunter 1st Lieut. . Selfridge Field, Mich.
March 24 E.H. Barksdale lst Lieut. McCook Field, Ohio,
May ‘10 Horace M, Hickam Major Langley Field, V..
May 10 Harold Geiger. Major Langley Field, Va,.
June 17 J.T. Hutchinson 1st Lieut, = McCook Field, Ohio.
June 17 Paul Stanley (Obeerver) Civillian McCook. Field, Ohio.
August 8 John I. Moore 1st Lieut. Austin, Texas.,
September-1§ Cha¢, A.:Lindbergh, Pilot Air Mail Ottawa, Ill,

Hawaii

November . 3 Chas. A, Lindbergh, Pilot Air Mail - Covell,-Ill,
November 12 Chas. R. Widmer,  Pilot Air Mail . Hollywood Hills, Cal.
Decémbgr 23 Werren D, Williams, Pilot Air Mail - - Dowling Gfeen, Ohio.
192 o T - A .
January 18 . Roderic M. Krider Cadet" Kelly Field, Texas.
January 18 George T. Shlepper Cadet . - . Kelly Field, Texas,

, February 3 Laurence C. Craigie 1st Lieut. . Bfdoks Fleld. Texas.
February 3. Fabian L.Pratt Medical Corps Ceptain . Brooks Field, Texas.
February 15 Carl -G. Ashley Private Galveston, Téxas.
February 27 . Herbert A. Dargue Major . Buenos Aires, Argentina.

v~ February 27f Ennis C. 'Whitehead . 1st Lieut; uuenos Azree. "Argentina,

LT Ty

As: far.as records are _avaeilable, five. airmen of forelgn countrxes saved their

Sergeants H.C. Steanes and W.J. Frost,

Nlls Soderberg of the Royal Air Serv1ce of Sweden,
——-Qoo.—--

lives through parachute’ jumps; Pilot Officer Tentland, Captain, E.R.C. Scholefield,
‘ofthe British Royal Alr Force, and Lisut,

GRADUATION OF STUDENTS FROM PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL

The Class. of September. 1926 to March 1927 waes officlally graduated from

the Primery Flying School, Brooks Field San Antonlo Texas,
A total of 44 Regular Army of ficers, 14 Reserve OffchrS‘

on February 26th.

7 National Guard . officers,

31 Tlying Cadets and 3 enlisted men successfully completed the academxc and flying
requirements, viz:

S Officers : : o T Offlcers -
i - 2nd Lleut James W. Andrew ' 2nd Lleut Donald Dunford Inf.

: 2nd Glenn O, Barcus, Cav, 2nd - ", . .George J. Epprlght

! 2nd ,“ Henry R. Baxter *2nd " Richard A. Gilley

} 2nd - M Thurston H, Baxter 2nd " - Samuel R, Harris

( 2nd " John W, Bovman, Cav, . 2nd " Williem F, Howarth, Cav.

{ 2nd- M Harvey L, Boyden, Cav. : ‘2nd " . Henry L. Hughes:

f» "2nd " James C, Burwell - 2nd W Frank G, Irvin, Inf,

\ 2nd " Oscar F, Carlson 2nd M. Alfred H. TJohnson

/ 2nd " Demus T, Craw, Inf, 2nd " ' Reuben Kyle, Jr.
2nd M Wm, M, Creasy qnd " Henbert C. Lichtdnberger
end " Ward J. Davies 2nd " Gregg M. Lindsay
2nd " Richard H, Deéan, S.C. 2nd BEdmund C., Lynch
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i PN i ' , . . o ot
o " ' Captaina(vont ) ol .. . Foroipgn Cadet T
: “ond Lt, Charles W, Mcneehan IR v S “V&‘
4'x Cfnd % Mervin'J, MeKiwney . . R horloto Cuba. S R
.o 2n@ M, Robert J. Martin - ' : , SRR S
h%ﬂ: Bnd "' Morris P, Nelson -~ i+ . - NATIONAL GUARD OFFICERS . '
‘ " -2nd . ' Paul B. Nelson o ‘ 2nd L%, Williem K. Dnnis, Teias. =
B0 20 X _ Raymond D, Paimor, Cev. R ~ 2nd Lt. Francis D, Graham, Mo.
S b - lst " Egart’G. Plank . . - 2nd Lt, Jemes H, McKenny, Mich.. b
y 2nd " Jemes G. Pratt, Cav. 2nd Lt. Francig M.S. Miller IR
o Capt. - Febian 1. Pravt. M.C, 2nd Lt, Louis T. Reichers ' kR
s 208 Lte Shelion E. Prudhomme .. . 2nd Lt, Homer L, Sanders :
- 2nd Lt.‘_ Ediard D, Raney ~ _ 2nd Lt. Forman J. Stone /
_ 2nd *  Harry McK; Roper . " FLYING CADETS
.. % 2nd . *  Charles A, Rosg. | © . John Q. Adams Lo e
<", @nd " - Josiah Ross o S Jack M, Bird ' Co N
fﬁv - det " Augustine F, Shea. F A. : Joseph H. Bissoll ' o
' p“.‘fand " - -T.A., Sime . : “Williem B, Blaufuss i
' 208 % Menning E. Tillery . Harold F. Brown. o
_ lat““‘ -~ Gervaig W. Trichel, CAC. . Lester W. Bryaont
“ "ond " - Clarence D, Wheeler : Bryan A. Bunch -
B 2nd F.:f John P Voodbridge - - Malcolm M, Cloukey b
.h_@’q; ‘ o . ' Bryan § . Cooper - R
o ﬁnlisted Yeon . ‘ Luther E. Dooley . : RS
‘§~wma, Tséh. Sgt. Robert E,L. Choate : Reginald.J. Elmore co e
=3' 1 Staff Sgt. Semuel §. Semson Donald F. Gayer P
1+ ﬁaster Sgt Eernsrd thlace : o ~ Harry W. Generous SRR |
k& = . Zobert D, Johnstion RS 2
. Resaerve 0ff1cere - ' o Harry C. Kristofferson SRR o
.““*Zﬁd Lt. Edward H: Alexander S Fred M, Lanter IR
. 2md ,F. Kenneth'K. Ayer - .. Herry C. Lewis
ol 3 'Allen Ao Barrie . . George A, Malkmus
“ond'’%  Robert H.Berg. - ., . - George D. Manning
A 2nd}\f, ‘Marvin B, Harlow ' L Leater Munger »
Py $at” ™ ''William ‘5. Johnston T Frenklin S. Nelson
R gud’ ‘F * John A. Kerr - 7 . Clement K. Philips
‘ 298 M A Elldott Merrill . Renson C. Reed
U "2ﬁaff" *Jemes A. Riviere - ' . Harold C. Robinson -
S .. 2n&' ™ 'Russall E, Robertson - Elmer P. Rose
3. % Bnd " Frank B, Stuert - John 5. Snyder
o ¥ gpd <% William H. Taylor .. Thomas L, Suter SR
' ;.. ,%nd .®  Carl F. Theisen R William L, Voodruff o
g j{?“gmﬁ*““ “ Ernest K. Warburion " . .... James J. Youngblood '
B R N . Theodore if. Wright ="~
. EEERA Tha Regular Army - offlcers end Flying Cadets left for Kelly Field for advmw?
\3 . 4raining, while the Reserve and National Guard officers were relieved from furﬂ~‘_
. $raining and reverted to inactive status upon reaching their respectlve homes.
o —--oOo-—- ’
o MACHINE GUN _AND BOMBING COMPETITION AT LANGLEY FIELD
" The gnnual Machine Gun and Bomblno Conpetzt;on of the Army Air Corps is
‘-» gcheduled to take place at Langley Field, Vea., June 5th to 20th next. = Air Corp?

i “oT'officers participating in these matches will be designated f{rom each tactical f
é organization in the United States and Panema, as well as a moximum of two taaﬂSb
B + from the Office Chief of Air Corps. AlthoVgn no officcrs have as yet been defﬂd
: nated from either the Naval Air Service or- Marine Corps Air S3ervice, an invitatd
§ has been extended by the Secretary of War to ke Secretary: of the Navy irviting:
participation by the {lying personnel under his Jurlgd*ctlon.' The lMationnl cuM*
B @ill also be invited to enter in these.matches,.but not o exceed fivo tenus., ;
ﬁ The competitions in aerial gunnery during these matchos comprise eventd 1'0r
ﬁ ' ¥ pursuit pilots, attack pilots and obsarvation pilots, using syackrs snized guns o
% " firing at both ground and corial targets; alsc an event for chaervers, using {36
H _3ble mochind gune installed in the rear seat of observation and ellack a;rp;aﬂ"
i _@ond firing at ground and aerial targets. :
¥ .'The bombing competitions consist of low’ altltude bomblng by purauxu,‘oLsﬁvﬂ_
iqou aﬂd nﬁfﬂc% pilots from an altitude of 300 feei, as well as inicomodliute
o . 20w ot T oy _ -84 - V-)»ﬁa, A C.c
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(5 000 feet) and hlgh (8 B0G feet) altxtude bomblng by bombardment teams .

The type of al;planes which’ will be used. during tHese events will COmprlS° the

glatest sérvice type equipment availzble in our iactical units, such as P-l sucsunid
- planes, 0-1 and 0-2 attack and obsezvaulon planes, NBS-1 and p0331bly Li~5 bomoard-
N_ment airplanes,

The ground’ térgets emnloyed are of the “C“ tyne the same as used in target

~3?pract1ces by ground troops equlpned with the rifle. The target employed for low
‘altitude bombing consists of a bulls-eye, 12 feet in dlameter, inclosed by a 50~

foot periphery. A hit on the bulls-eye counts 25 p01nts._ Other: hits are scored by

o actual measure, from center._ Tor example a hlt 8 feet from the center counts 24
jgpo;nts,,a hit 10 feet, 23 p01nts, étc. Hits beyohd the periphery count zero.

The target for intermediate and hlgh altitude bombing con81$ts of a bulls-eye

ff'WLth -a 100 foot radius, on which a hit counts 160 percent. Other hits are scored
... by actual measurement from the center. of ‘the target, a. deductlon of lp being made
"/ for each 10 feet from the center down to and including a. dlstance of 100 feet from

‘,1H:tne bulls-eye. A deductlon of 1% from that polnt is. made for every flve feet
: ﬁfthgrefrom.

. The. target used fon aerlal machxne gurnery con51sts of & tubular sleeve, ap-

;‘;;prox1mately 15 feet in length by 3 feet in diameter at the front,’ with a black band
' ;~5 féet in - wldth around the center - Hits on the black band count 5 hlts in the
. forward sectlon count 4. and hlts Mon the rear .saction count 3.

The executmve offlcer who wmll have charge of the Matches w111 bﬂ Ma;or Law~

Aﬂ_rence Churchlll -now. statloned at Langley Field, Va.r~

B N ....-000_....

) A

i_ NEW STUDmNT CLASS AL PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL .;’ i

~"The new. class at the Prlmary rlylng School at Brooks, Fleld San Antonio, Texas,

..C on51st1ng of 62 student o;flcers and 152 Flylng Cadets, reported and are alreudy
“undergoing uhe ‘required drill and cround school subjects prellmlnary to regualr
. flying tfalnlng. -

- Major and Mrs. James E Chaney held open house at thelr quarters for the new

i"permanent and student officers.

Mr. Ruggles, of Orientator fame, together w&th the Fllght Surgeon, the Officer
in Charge. of. Flylng, and several. hlghly trained aides are very busy initiating the .

- new-classes into the ‘illusive art of “Orientating”., An individual record of pro-
»flclency is belng made which. will serve as comparison with the student's flying
* regord to determlne how accurately his flylng career can be predlcted by these tests.

—.—-—.—s— T

The - other day a press photographlc syndlcate of London Eng., wrote in for a

'photograph of the bathtub maé¢nine which is used for training and testing air pilots.
-Assumlng that the maneuverable bathtub in question. referred to the Ruggles Orlen-
- tator, a photograph of that apparatus wasxforwarded ‘

~==000 - o . I
DEATH oF LIEUT PHILLIP FRANK CABELL, ATK CORPS. RESERVE

~Second - Lleut Phllllp Frank Cabell Azr Corps Reserve met hlS death at 10: 40

AM., February 15th in the ‘crash.of a JN—6 alrplane in whxch he was maklng a train-
ing flight,

- About 9:50 A.m. Lleut Cabell w1th Prlvate Carl G. Ashley, of the. 50th Ser-

. vice. Squadron, took off on a practlce fllght. Nearly an hour later the attertion

of persons on the post of Fort Crockett and along the seawall of the City ei Cal-
veston was called Yo the plane at’ ahout 3, OOO feet altitude, .a. mile south of the
city, by an extraordxnarlly loud roar: of 1ts motor. According to.ihe statements

. of many eye witnesses,. 1nc1ud1ng Major- Frank D, -Lackland, Conmand*ng Officer, the

plane was pulled out of a:rsteep dive,. andgthe wzngs buckled in mid air, The pas-
senger was seen to leave:the ship‘at about 2500 feet’,. his paracl 1u‘te functioning:
normally, dropping him“inte the water of*the Gulf of MGXACOe

‘Immediateliy upon thie crumpllnv of thée. wxngs,» the Shlp wont into_a tight fast
spin, crashing into the Gulf,ebout a mlle from. shore’ in a deptn of 30 feet of water.
Small parts of the tail surfaces remalned in 31ght above tha surface of the waler,
though at times submerged by & smooth swell. Persornel. 57 the 105t ch+ IAT0 8C-
tion at once. A plane was: sent: out for:dbservation purpuees 1o irark ths snot and

~act as guide for rescue’ parties, - An of ficer was dispatcued +¢ the- nP“v»f* weat
-at the Galveston Red Cross Life- Savmng Station, which was manned in rescrd tins
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y six volunteer life guards, and proceeded under oars to the- rescue.

Private Ashley unbuckled his psrachute =s he dropped into the .water, about
250 yards from the wreck, and cleared the chutc.  Whilé swimming, he strippga to
his underwear and swem for ‘about thirty mlnutes until the bo at réached him aﬁd
picked him up in an exhausted condition.

' - Another plane was dispatched to ily low and buide the boat to the Wreck be-
cmase of the difficulty in seeing over the -crests of swells from the small boat‘

When the ressue boat reached the scene of the crash, the life guards in le-x
ing, found Lieut, Cahell's body tlvhtly wedged in the cockpit by the wing WTeckage
which had 1mprlsoned "him. The’ body was Yemoved by clearing aWay wreckage with
knives and axes’ and brought 16 the shore at once.A Hurried examlnatlon showed Lleut.
Cabell to be dead and the body. Was taken to'.a funeral establlbhment :

Private Ashley g story of the accident IOllOWo '

"I was a passengeér ‘in the TN+ airplane. in which ‘Lieut. Cabell was killed. We
were flying over the Gulf and had done a couple of w1ng-overs. The pilot put the -
ship intc a dive and was just pulling it ‘out when the wing buckled. The n0sé was
just coming above the horizon when the wing folded up. We had started the five at
about 2500 feet. The wing folded in and mashed in the fuselage. I could see Lieut.
Cabell crouched toward the right side as if trylng to get out of “the way of the
w1ngs Everything was a‘l lumbled up, and it did hot look as though the pllot could
possibly get:out., After I saw no’ chance Tor the ship, I unbuckled my safety belt,
stepped upon 4he side of the fuselage and stepped off, I dropped clear and never
touched any part of the <hlp. I -yanked the rip cord of ‘thé chute a couple of tlmns
and it opensed. After 1t opened, I unbyckled the straps and got ready to let go
and swim when near the watér. After hitting the water, I was clear of the chute
altogether. I stripped my clothes and swam around until plcked Up.

Lieut. Cabell appeared normal in gvery respec¢t,; and t00k. off and flew well. "

A Board of Officers, consisting of Capt. Charlées E. Brenn, MiC.} 1st Lieut.

E.H. Wood, A.C.; and lst LlGUQ Angler H. Foster A. C., was- appo;nted to 1nvest1gatg B

the .accident.

Li'eut. Cab2il is survived by hlS w1fe Mrs Cohstance Cabell and flve‘year
old daughter, Barbara, both of whom withessed the accident and crash. -

Lieut, Herbert W, Anderson, A.C., was detailed as personal 51de to the famlly
and officer in charge of funeral arrangements. ’

On Fébruary 17th, funeral services were held at- the Chapel of a Galveston
Funeral- Holme, the body being acecor ded full” nllltary honors. Honorary pallbearers .
were. offlcers of the 60th Service quadron 10 which Lieut, Cabell had ‘been. as51gneo
and others with ‘whom he had become closely assoéiated. :

The active pallbearers c0n31sted of the six Flying Cadets of ‘the Third Attack
Group.” The funeral procession Wwas witnessed. by several thousand citizens of Gal-
veston, who paid. homage to the first pilot of the Third Attack roup 1o be- kllled
by ac01dent ‘bince the arrival of the Group.at this station.

Lieut, Cabell'’s remains were shlppeé 40 San. Antonlo for crematlon 1n accord-
ance with the wished of the family. .

Lieut. Cdbell had been assigned to the Third Attack Group for a perlod of six
months' active duty, beginning Januvary 1, 1927, and during thé short length of time
since his arrival he had attiained the respect of his assoclates, and had actively
engaged in all’ activities of the Group. He and his famlly quickly took their placer
in the officer personnel of the Group, in a pleasing manner, which made all who .
were assoclated w1th them- glad 49 call ‘them friends.

~ B * "JUST ‘A SIMPLE TRIBUTE

{ﬂf : o -' S In Memory ‘of - Lieuténant Cabell
Just a 31mple trlbute to & comrade of the air, '
Taps for him has sounded,”and his roll is called up there,
Fearlessly, he answered when the call of Duty came,
Willingly responded," when the orders bore his name. .-

Ever bright ahd heppy, with & smile of ready cheer;
Thoughtful {irst of ldved.ones, wife und baby dear.

So, we pause a moment, gs a little prayer we say, .
nght or him, has fallen - however bright’ our day

He would have us faithful, now that he ig gone.; ' e v T
God, in all Thy mercy, watcn1ng from abdve, = - nd R
Bless the babe and mother, with Thy. wondrous love, - ¢ R

This, a simple tribute, from- our hearts comes trué; - :

May it speak a message, for 'tis all that weé can do. -

s - .. = Gale H. Townsend, Bth Atack Squadror
i f -8 - o V-5653, A.C,
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KINDLEY FIELD PUTS. ON ITS BATTLE TOGS
By the News Letter CorreSpondent”

Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., recently presented an aspect savoring some-
what of a combined summer recreation camp and.a militery unit in the field, as well
as the usual peaceful scene.preveiling "'fore we went to war", the different impres-
sions gained depending on thedirection one happened to be. facing. In other words,
in trying to meet up with the. requirements of the Harbor Defense VWar Condition per-
iod, we pitched. our tents along the front of the barracks, with the guy rppes ideal~
ly located to stumdle.overiwhan coming off the porch, moved in and eazch night suf-
fered our carcasses to take on new callouses by actuel contect with that “canvas -
you love to touch", covering the Gold Medal cots - and all this right in the shadow
of the barracks housing Yhe real bunks, mattresses,. pillows, -'neverything. Officers’
tents occupied the space betweeh"headquarters and ‘the-barracks and presented a war-
like appearance, what with the varied assortment of the implements required of the .
profession in the field laid out in neat array-on the bunks, from the double harness
on down to the lowly méss gear and canvas water bucket, When passing along the
‘east side -of -the barracks nothing unusual greeted the eye until, upon rounding the
corner-of the mess hall and kitchen, a pair of field ranges sheltered by a tent fly
were found doing as valiant duty as +though they had been located leagues away from
the modern Army ranges which stood only a few feet away, cold and unuged -- but not
forgotten. ' S W Do R o

The prescribed field-ration only served .to.iron out. the wrinckles for commis-
sioned and enlisted personnel alike and we learned more about the wares of such
 humens as Dold,  Armour and Swift during those few days than we had ever dreamed
 existed. Mess kits and -canteen, cups, of course, did the exact duty for which they
were built, which made the heavy Quartermastsr crockéry seem not unlike éxcess bag-
gege as it appeared stacked-upon a spere table bu#, when it eventually came back
into itssown it offered a very velcome respite from having every meal one of those
delectablé sour-sweet ‘concoctions of corned-bill, apple-sauce, .rice, gravy and sim=

ilar delicacies thrown together in one plate. .. - L., & T _
But,.as‘all.things'must'énd,'so‘endedﬂthe "war", we having learned that we can
do it if we have.to and be none the worse for the experience, and, incidentally,-
‘proved the fallacy of the argument "that one cannot camp on his own doorstep".
. s B RS o ‘—;:000--— . . .
NIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT TESTS . [///(‘
- By A. M, Jacobs
Sometime ago the Air.Corps NEWS LETTER published a. description of the two tar-
gets being developed by the Materiel Division for the Coast Artillery for the pur-
pose of furnishing'objectives,for‘spotting practice with anti-aircraft guns: During

September-Novemb§r3.1926,qthesé»targets underwent test at the Aberdeen,?foving
Grounds, the Douglas C-1A and a'DH being.sént with pilots from this field for the
purpose, A Coast Artillery“reQOrtfrecently,received on these maneuvers gives some
- interesting side lights to the airﬁanron anti~-aircraft development. . _ -

. ,For-Sfinbhfand,IOSammlxgung;,_the\report#informs‘ws} A-l, B.2, B-4,'B-6-(Mat-,
eriel Division) and Navy.type targets were tried out:. The A-1 and B-2 targets were
too small to be ‘satisfactory.: The: B-4 (16=foot sleeve target) was towed successful.
1¥ by a DH airplane at altitudes varying from 1500 to 9000 feet. Stable and rigid,
it rode fully inflated throughout its entire surface at less than 100 feet below the
level of the towing plane, which. faciliteted observation of fire from the planes,

It was visible to slant ranges ‘of about 5500 yards under average conditions of vige
Tibility, The B-6. (18-foot sleeve, target) had all the-advantages of the B-4 target
with thé added advantage of, larger size. ‘Under normal conditions of visibility this
target could be followed: af slant ranges t0.6500 yards., It waz not so satisfactory
as the B-4 target from an Air -Corps- point of view, 'sinee ‘it increased, the drag on
the towing plane, causing that part of the.cable near the target to kink when the
target was released and requiring that.the hook be resoldered to the uninjured por-
‘bion of the cable after nearly every release. . An endeavor will be made to discover
a cable that does not Kink, N e e e : SRR

The Navy target wagged at the tail and rode under-inflated except when towed at
slow speeds by such planes as the Douglas transpdrt., It was then completely satis-
factory from the Artillery point of -view. It-is a 23-foot sleeve target. From the

Air Corps point of view it was 1éss satisfactory because of the snarling of the tow
line upon the target's release and because it was impogsible to maintain altitude in
a Dil plane when towing it, : '

- -
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The Flag target (Type B-5), also desicned by the Materiel Division, as original.-
1y received was a flag 12 feet long by 6 foet wide with a wooden stick across the
width. The length of the stick ¢suses trouble in launching and the flag was modi-
fied locally by 3 by 24 feet, ~ . " ' "W 4 by 24 feot and 4 by 36- feet. This tar-
get was used for machine and 37 mm. gun practice and was considered the most satis-
factory so far developed. The Air Corps 18-foot target was considered the best for
anti-airereft gun fire practice.’ Colors for these targets were experimented with
and it was found thet ‘deep red was the most suitable for day firing and white for
night use. - T B : S o X - . <

A test to 'learn the &bility of sound locators to track a plane vas made on the
Douglas C=1A equipped * with Liberty motor, gesred down propeller and long exhaust
stacks. The partial silencing, it was thought, would make it difficult to locate..
For comparison, a DH Was flown over the same course ag the Douglas at about 15 fin-
ute intervals, using two Sound locators. The two plenes, however, were picked up ™
and tracked' at equal distancesi. = : - s

Greater progress-in anti-aircraft work; the writer of the report concludes, has -
been made during the year 1926 than during the entire period sinocé the war, Progrese -
in machine guns, we read, has been substantial, consisting less in increased abll}ty
to hit the target then in o better comprehension of the problems, pointing to their
early solution. A 3=inch guh of greater accuracy, range and rate of -fire“has.been
developed, Two suecessive models of improved searchlights have veen procurdd, Dis-
tant electric control has been adopted, and a sound locator system, which decreases
the searching time and increases: the' range 'of picking up the target, has ‘been workea
out. Thé result hes been an incréase in range at which targets.may be engaged, the
increase in the volume of fire from & salvo each 5% seconds to a-salvo each three
seconds, and the hits per battery per minute from twy'to seven. S

Searchlight spotting tests were ‘also conducted in conjunction with sdund?loca—
tors, the following 'scoring system being wsed: A "gpot" was-credited wher the beam
was flashed on the plane without searching; a "half-spot" when the plene was illum-
inated within 10 seconds aftér flashing of searchlight; a "quarter-spot’ when the
plane was illuminated within 20 seconds; and an “eighth-spot" when the plane. was
illuminated within 30 seconds after flashing of the searchlight. A miss was-scored-

- if the plane was not illuminated until 30 seconds had elapsed after the searchlight
was turned on; at which time the’ light was occulted. The following table is
interesting: - . S o

. Number of sttempts to illuminate plane -, o o461

Percentage of spots obtained . . ¢ .7 . . . . 2.70

Percentage of half-spots . . « « . « « 4 « . . 18,60

Poréentage of quarter-spots. . o + «v « & o . 14.75

© Percentage of -eighthe-spots . « . o v o o+ .« & LT5 .

Percentage: of MiSSes « w o « ¢« %' e v s o o .« 62,30 "¢ o :

It is believed by thé ertillery that with two of the lights of a platoon .
equipped-zs pilot lights and with atmospheteibérrgdtiona applied,; the plane would
generally be 4lluminated Wwithin about 15 setomdsi - . . .~~~ .°f ' s
- Larger targets for longer ranges and higer altitudes are desired, and,possibly.

.a special airplane should be designed for towing such targets. For the pressat, .the. |
B-5 Flag Target and the B-6 Sleeve Target -- if a ‘towing cable can.be procured
which will not kink ~- will be adopted for use 'in 1927, ' o

o o e eQQQurmm s

"Twenty minutes: after the robbery of a bank recently et Auburn, Kanses, the
Commanding General at Fort Riley, Kansas, received a wire from Topeka, requesting
gerial assistance in locating a Chevrolet coach of given colors.,' Ten minutes later
five planes of the 16th Observation Squadron at Marshall Field took the air, each
plane carrying two officers, and each pilot furnished complete instructions as con-

. cerned routes for reconnaissance, etc, Before the plenes had an opportunity to
overtake the fleeing bandit he was captured near Topeka, All main highways and
thoroughfares leading from Auburn were well policed by airplames,” ' .°

: e e m0 00 o LT .

'SPECTAL STUDY BRANCH IN-FIELD SERVICE SECTION

"In —oder to meet the requifemen£5'of‘the office qf’the Chief of Air Corps, it
. has beeén found necessary to estaplish within the Field Service Section, Fairfield,O.
) ‘- 88 - v e V-5653, A.C.




would have to be done to avoid betraying the location of position.

. motors is incessent, whereas frequent flights aré made durlng the wask, interspersed
with not inirequent cross-country flights., ‘

~ has been given over 100 hours of flight. Preparations for extensxve mosaic mapping

‘being cast in the direction’of our good old fashioned DH's these days. During the

& Special Study Branch, the purpose of which is to make @ thorough 1nveotlwatlon,

with resultant gharts er analxsas, of problems coming in which are other .
time. These special studies comprlse such subjgcts as wash-out rates on au 2
coordination of five-year program, effect of war stocks on future apprOPIIQUI\hS,
special meteriel studies for the General qtaff, etc. Captain Shiras A. Blair, for-
merly Chief of Malntenance Brench, has been placed in charge of this Section.
===000w=m

CONSOLIDATION OF FIELD SERVICE SECTION WImH OTHER SECTIONS OF MATERIEL DIVISION.

: . Fairfield, Ohio.

The Field Serv*ce Section, is looklng forward with keen 1nterest 4o the physi-
cal consolidation of, this Sectlon with the other sections of the Materiel Division.
1 is anticipated that this move will be made sometime in June, and it is believed
that greater efficiency will be secured from this physical consolidation: At pres-
ent the Field Service Sectlon is separated only by approx1mately nine mlles, but
due- to the present rush of bu51ness this short distance makes considerable differ-
ence in the handling. of urgent matters. The physical consolidation of all Sections
of the Materiel D1v141on at one location will greatly improve the efficient handling
of the problems constantly confronting the Materiel Diwision. It is believed that
‘this move will be-of great benefit to the’ Servige.,

- ,_ ---oOo-n-

g ALABABA NATIONAL GUARD AIR CORPS ACTIVITIES
. .. By.1lst Lt. Wm. H. Beatty, ‘Alabama N.G.

Roberts rleld Bzrm1ngham, Alabama home of the 186th Observation Squadron,
Alabama National Guard, is already.grooming itself for the 1927 emcampment. Obser-
vers have begun refreshbr ‘work, and will be prepared to redio their reports and
sensings with accuracy . and rapldlty. Practice in releessing drop messages from sub-
stantial heights is also planned, reallzlng that under service conditions this

Flights are made constanily. - Every Saturday afternoon and Sunday the whir of

The Douglas 02-C, brought from Santa Monica by our anstructor Captaxn Duncan,

practlce are under way, the, completion of which will add more hours to this ship. = .

The esprlt de corps of the squadron could hardly be improved upon. The recent
report of the War Department, showing that we have done more flying than any other
National Guard.squadron of the country, has fllled the men with just pride, A long
Waltxng listfor members is on flle, and the recrultlng officer flnds no difficulty
in maintaining the personnel. ‘ 4

The. squadron has done much to prove the efflclency of the army type parachute.
A number of enlisted men and several officers have made Jumps. - At the last: encamp-
ment no 1ess than. seventeen jumps were made without 1n3ury of any kind,

We have been pleased . to have visits from several Navy fliers from Pensacola.
Our field is situated only about two mlles west from the heart of the city, and is
adapted .for.landing any type of plane, Croso-country fliers are invited to include
our field in their itinerary. It is only a convenient hop from Memphis, Nashville,
Atlanta and the Gulf, e y :

»

e ’///)% ‘
. LANDING A bH:IN TH# SNOW- .
i By Lt ‘Herbert ! Gamble

oo
2

; The wrlter feels culled upon to add a boquet t0 the cloud of brlcks that is

recent big snow here, when Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., was covered to a depth of
two or three feet, a DH was reported as being due in from Anacostia, D D.C. ZImmed-
iately the. hangar gang predicted & crack-up-and gathered for the show, When the
ship hove in view the pilot was warned of conditions by the prominent dJ%pTay of a
huge red flag, but he elected to chance-a landing. inasmuch as a nearlj’oxnaucted

. gasoline supply afforded him no alternztive. He brought the ship in slowly. Jd: rr*&»

it in the snow and was 1nstantly enveloped in a cloud of flying fiakes. With ot
ed breath we onlookers rushed to the "rescue®, but were astounded as ihe subsid cing
goyser of snow rewealed old man DE right side up, It had rolled only about 100~
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feet after lending. Theri we were treatud to the most impressive sight of ‘all, when

the ship 4urmed and slowly 'and steadily texied through drifts that had successfully’

Jefied our largest trucks and couia hardly be ncwotleted by 10-ton cuterplllar
tractors,

Yes, Bir, .the old leerty-DH COﬂblﬂ&thﬂ has proved +6 be a hara ‘one to beat,
It is belng outlawed every day by our uomands for greater performance, “but the final
passing o- “the Old Reliavle. -will su"ely léave a touch ol regret in many hearts. o
h——OOO--—- o '

C _'i:"f, 'SHASTA- COUNTY GIVFS & SON IN. SERVICE oF THE NATION

Peace has 1ts he“oes no less than War and the Natlon mourns. when its sons,
ﬁloneewlnc in mllluary av1at10n _are clalmed by t%e hazards 0f thé service. In the-
tragedy at- Buenos ‘Aires there is a peaullarly grev1ous 51gn1f1cance for vallfornla.
For Lisutenant John W. Benton, who with' Captain Qllnton F. Woolsey, met death when ~

iwo planes collided over the flylng field almost on the eve-of the aviators' depart-

ure for Brazil after. a goodwxll v1s1t was a. Callfornlan 1n whom Shauta h‘s natlve
‘county, took great prlde. o

Benton was ons of the very flower of the Alr Sevv1ce.. The war. called ‘him- Lnto

military aviation, and when the war -was éver hé left the army., But the call oi: the~
service took him back, and he again put on the uniform of the flying corps.

It was vecause Be ton wasskillful and brave that he was chosen for the friendly
mission to South America,” Such oualities gustlfy the pride that Shasta County took
in the career of Lisutenant Benton; But in addition to this there were sterling
qualities of characiter end. capac1ty for friendship that made him lpved as well-as
admired. The Nation’ Nlll sympat%lze with his fdmlly and friends in their bereave-
ment, and will Share “with Shasta Coun%y in sorrow-fofr the loss of al son Who gave hls
life in tne great ent erpr*se of: cenentlnb the friendship of the Americas.

. --~-oOo—~-~” TR ‘ oo i
; e .

AIRMDN AT POPE, FIELD WIGH" FIRES '_.*'~ * ~f’;r¥”

| -

‘The Alr Cornss detachment at Pope Fieid, Fort Bragg, N.Ci, has already begun
the. flght agalnst the numerous’ big’ range’ fires that attack +he reservation each
spring.’ The. boundarles 6f the. firihg range encompass approx1mately 200 squsre <
miles and, in. Splte ‘of the utwo %t care and dllllgence exer01sed by the mllltary
personnel _the flres.anpear with’ dmsconcerting regu‘arltv. Once’‘a fireshas at-
tained" vood headway it oweeps through t¥e high grass with amizing sw1ftness and in-
tens1ty,(ledv1ng in its ‘wake & swath’ of charred pines .and Blackgack oaks; - Inm ad-
dition to the demage incurred by the timber forests i the havoc ereated within

- the game life that falls a Vvictin to the flames. Such flves, if not vigorously op-.

- posed, mlght even endanger human 11;e and place much valuable property and edulpa
ment in Jeovardy. - -

The actual fllckt agalnst the rort Bra gg reservatlon flres is- done by the Ar-
tillery persqnnel but the Alr Corps rénders valuable: aid-in: patrol work. By air-
plane patrol the entire ‘area-is’ closely ‘observed, ‘and because of watchfulness many
small fires are nlpped long ‘before they ‘assuné devastutlng proportions.  Even’ ‘after
the fires-are spotted and reported the fliers:continue-to aid by hovering over the
danger area and communicating to the men belew by means of dropped messages. The
observer aloft is better able to cover the-fire zone and thereby note its progress
at different points. Many times a dropped message serves to divert the fight to a
more strategic sector. Great credit is duetthe fire fighters on the ground for
their hard work and skillful handling of the situation, but it is obvious that the
assistance rendered by the alrmen greatly 1ncreases tnelr exflclency and. thereby
shortens the bombat i"g' . , Sl

. ' A—-—-—OOO..—— e ] oo, L o T
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BULL TAKES SUDDEN DISLIKE TO AIRPLANm L T
- ~On hls return to Crissy Field, lst Lleut. ullllS R. Taylor, Alr Corps, told a
tale of avbattle betm@en a DH-4 and a -bull ‘at the Coalingea; Calif. Munieipal Field
recently It seems that the Clty Fathers, ‘in order’ to obviate the necedsity of cut-
ting the grass, allowed cattle to.graze on the flylng field, letting them in 8t
nlght and turning them out in tHe mora1ng‘ Among the bunch let in ‘to graze on the -
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.- made recently by Pr951dent Coolidge."

day Lieut. Leylor landed on thﬂs field was a bul‘ wmth an unfortunate d13posxtlor

vho 1mreu*atolx tork o violent dislike, to the'DH discovered: S“U&ttlﬂg on his 4e=-ri
tory.’ Workmng “himself up to a. frenzy, ile charged, The guard, who had been h ra
“by Lieut, Taylor to watch the ship,. ‘withéut a borse or appropriate weapons, was ua-
able*tqyput up mich of a defense. “As 8. ¢oreador ‘he wa$ a wasnout, for the bull well
nigh wrecked a lower wing before his.desire for vengbance was satlsfled. Liewt. Tay-
lor says that the next time he has a forced land"ng at Coaliage he is going to ple
3ome other field.

) .j ~——oOo——‘
[ -

AR DUPARTNVNT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS PbRSONNEL

_Changes of Station: 'Magor Carlyle H Wash, lst Lleuts. Ralph B. Walker and
Alvin C. Kinecaid, 'Kelly Field, and 1st Lieut. Homer B. Chandler, Brooks Field, to
March Field, Rlver31de Callf., for duty.-
© Major Frederlc}' ™ Mar’bln, Comdg. officer, Boll:.ng Field, D L., to Offlce Chief
of Air Corps' for’ duty. " -

1st Lieut. Thomwas D. White, Bolllng Fmeld to Pek;n Chlna, to ‘pursue. course of
study in Chinese: language._ “ *

{ Capt. Floyd E. Galloway from Langley Fleld Va. to Chanute Field, Ill.,for duty.

Vo lst Lty Sllas C. Hyadsnav from Panama Canal Zone 410 .Chanute -Field JI11. ,for duty.

. v .- Captain’ Orlo H Qulnn ;rom 0f¢1ce Chle; of A;r Corps Washlnoton, to Kelly Field,

’Texas, for duty. - T
Ma;or George H. Lovell Jr., from Boll*ng Fleld to Rome, Italy, for duty as
As31stant Military Attache.. '
an Lleuts. Prentice E. Yoomans and Paul Ae Jaccard relleved from further traln
1ng at Prlmary ?lylng 801001 and a051gned uO znd D1v151on, Fort Sam Pouston Texas,
for Quty. . : L
" ‘Relieved from dutv in A~r Co:ps T 1st Lleu ¥, Milo C.° Calhoun f“om Prlmary Fly-
ing School Brooks Fleld ”gnu assxgned toflSth Fleld Arulllery, Fort Slll,Okla. for
duty, i I S e
© o 1lst Lleut Nlcoll . Galbralth to- lst Fleld Artlllery, Fort Slll 0k1a.~
2nd Lleut R, HS Brldgman to4th.Cavalry, Fort Meade; ¢5..D. « .. -
an Lleut Holger N, Toftoy 16 'Coast Artillery and -duty in Hawaii. ...
Promotlon., an Lleut. uohn S Grmff1th to. lst Lxeut. Wlth rank from February

15, 1627. . - - PR

R851gnatlon "1st Lzeut Irw1n S Amberg..g 4 R :
. Retirement: Master Sgt John H. McCgbe, 70th Alr Corps bcuadron,,Clover Fleld
Santa Monlca Callf B - _ﬁ.', A s 7 : _.54

‘. - - e
- - - =

.: lst Lleut LOUlS C Slmon Walter Reed General ﬁospltal to appear before Army
Retlrlng Board for examlnatlon.-3f‘~~ S s : L
- oI --—-QOQ——- I
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Aip MAIL PILOT WINS HARNOV TROPNY

,:.>..\ s IR

Shlrley Ti Short, cons1dered the Ace of ‘the ‘Post Offzce Alr Mall pllots, was
awardéd the Clifford B. Harmon Trophy for 1926 by the American Section.of .the In-
ternational League of Aviators, The presentatlon of the Trophy to: ﬂr. Short was

The Harmon™ Trophy is awdrded - annually b.* 'e~-nternat10na1 League of Avlators
to the av1ator in eauh country afalllaued w1thjuhé -League who- is- adjudged 1o -per-
form the” most merltorlous service- for the advancementcofaeVLatlon An his country.

¢Pilot Short- fle‘ ,169 hours ~1% m;nutec betwéen” July 1; 1923, .and November
30, 1926, without - serlous mlshap. on scheduled air mail -flights, nlght .and ‘day, in
all weather and in varlcus types of airplsiies Used by the Post Office Department.
Thls achievement , in the opinion-of ithe members of ‘the ‘International: League: o Av-
iators, entitled him to” the award’ of “the’ Tropny." During the past year he was'in-

_,the air a total of - 718: hours, 1n all kxnds of weather and 477 of hls flylng was

:done at nlght STy _ TR

. - N
raens ......QOQ....— RO T S T B
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FRENCﬂ AIRMEN MAKE FuIGHT TO WADAGASCAR

o
T

Lieut, Bernard and Chlef Mechanlc Bougeault who qucce%vfxlly completed a.
Parls—Madagascar flight and return,’ were given a tremendous welcome at. the comple~




tion of their trip, vhen they landed on the Seine in front of the Rleriot factory.
Mr. Leygues, Minister for the Navy, together with high officials and distinguished
aviators, were present. The City of Paris welcomed them off‘clclly at the Hotel
de Ville. 'Lt. Bernard was made an officer-of the Legion of Honor as. a result of
the flight, ‘and Mechanic Bougeault will be promoted. Mr. Liore, the constructor
of the Liore & Olivier Leo-190-seaplane Ilown bv Lieut. Bernard, was also made an
Officer of the Legion of Honor. :
-"_000__-

"ED" TEuLS ABOUT HIS JOB IN AN ENalNEbRIVG OFFICE

AIRPLANE BRANCH,McCook Field,Mar.10
" Qur Motto ~ When better Alrplanes are bullt we
. would 11ke to see 1.
- Or as the boys out in the Service laughingly put
it - Them guys in the Alrplane branch wouldnt knovw
a good alrplane if they seen it,
Friend Bd :
It 1ooks like I wont ever get a chance to tend to my prlvate cor-

respondents. any.more Ed on acct theres:,3 Typewrlters amongst abt 11 or 12 boys all f

. .of which write Books and Reports & Plecee for the Technicle papers. ‘Further & more /

"~ my Cheef Lt,. Dichman had a pair of Rubber Heels give to him for Christmas which

‘makes it practically impossible to grab off a little Govt Time without him gettxng
wise to it & so a Felle has about as much privacy around the Airplane Branch as a )
gold fish. What I Mean Rd for Instants when I was a young fello down on the Border
everybody had their own Job ‘& every.Job included a private office where you did -
your thinking & the etc..The Supply officer had a swell remodelled airplane Crate.
& the Transportation officer had o private Truck & the Adjmtant had a whole Adobe
House & some of these joints was fitted up pretty Elegant depending on how close
the Owner watched the Division Dump.. And: when a Fello retired to his office to
study the Problems of the day & work out & new improved Plan of national defence’
which would make it mecessary for him {0 accept the office of Cheef” of air service
in a couple of years.at the outside did anybody start hammering a calculatlng
machine in his Ear or a.messengér rush up & throw abt 1000 lousey blue prints on ‘
his desk or the Cheef -of the structures unit come around & ask you a lot of Ques=< ..
tions that you didnt know no suitable Answers for & what & the He-l1 Bd a fello dont
have no leesure for Self 1mprovement & the good of the Service llke we used to have
on thé Border. - -

Whén you work in an Englneerlng office you dont Krow what ‘is

ccmelng next so you have to be Quick on.your Feet. For instants just now my Cheef:
Dike comes along on his new rubber . heels & I.was so shagrlnned I had throwed this
letter in'bhe waiste basket & made 6 Passes with a Slide Rule before I found out-
that he wasnt looking around to see if. anybody was loafing on the Govt but only
wanted to brag about maklng a 18 Snider in his 609’ that morning & had to pick on ;
his own department so as nobody would dast to: say O horsereddish lieutenant & walk #
out on him, Well Ed all us slaives gathered around & felt his Mussels & envied _%
his strong Breathing buttwhen alls said & done Ed what have these perfect men like’
Barl E. Liederman & Dike & .all them got to be so prowd & stuck Up .abt. They may bef
perfect. between the collar Bone & the Pavement Ed but outside of .that the Flight
surgeon assumes no responsibilities & you can think up yaour own Insults.

. . ,. But.Be that as it May. Ed, its probably all right to trust Supply
officers & . .adjutants & maybe even Project Engineers with offices to ‘themselves but’
when theres 8 lot of- High Powered assorted sc1ent1flc Intelllgentzla distributed
along the’ bulldlng from the Lighter than Air branch clear down to Zettles btombing
squad at the end of the hall you-cant be too careful abt keeplng everything open
& above Board,Anybody knows that if jou leave a Scientist by himself ‘oo much hes

“liable to grow a set of-whiskers or wear spats on you & have you at a big disad-
vantage in a argument, & if you realize there are any no of boys around here that
wouldnt think no more of sitting down Wwéfore breakfast & Writeing a Book or
designing & GAX or something any more than you would of sending your tallor a bum

check you will appreciate the difficultys of’ malntalnlng 23 atmosphere of military
Peace & Quiet,

i

Just for example here a ‘while batk we had-a.colledpge professor
temporarlly around the Airplane Branch with a Vandike Beard & oversize horn rimmed
specks. Well Ed that wasnt nothing in itself to get all heated ug ovzr hecause
God knows McCook field has had plenty of visiting scientists with whiskers of 1
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kind & another. Nevertheless pretty soon everyone around the Airplane branoh begun
to ack kind of queer & their convcrqatlon begun to sound very Ph.D, with a broad

£ & they took to looking down their nose ai the Boys from the other branches that
¢idnt have no scollarly Atmosphere. around their place, Well Ed it was all'right to
be a 1little class tonscious vs the power Plant & armament branches & other illiterit
organizations but when they kegun to High Hat even the Project Engineers it lcoxked-
like the Airplane boys had got completely out of control,. So the better element

. around the field seen that something had ought to be done & held a meetlnv but no-
body c¢ould. thlnk of any remedy until Lt. Zéttle cheef of the armament Branoh steps

up & says I'll show these ~---s53 where they get - off at & he halled off & had a sign
_out on the door of hls oiflce te the v1z -

TUNLESS IMPORTANT % : .

 PLEASE DEFER ALL INTERVIEWS . ¢ | R
x ”I‘ILAFTERNOONS L S

A Well Ed we done our best to smile in the face of this blow & every-
body in the Aloplane Branch rallied around & quit shavmng & throwed  away their gar-
ters & sprinkled soup on their vest & Jawn Roshay even got out” hlS velure hat &
musterd colored overcoat & Laddon bought a rubber -collar. No*hﬂng was overlooked.
The atmcsphere around the Branch became thicker ‘& more scollarly all the +time & -~
when Sutton returned from M.I.T. & put over the idea of. wearing a fur Tined flylng
suit turned inside out to look like'a New Haven eskimo it began 4o look like we
might hold our own. Then the colledge Prof left 'us whlskers % all but Dike flang
himself into the breach by" letting his own whiskers grow whieh were thicker & wilder
than the Profs anyway so evexythlng was hotsy- totsy & . the armament bloc begun to
Wlsh they hadnt .spoke up out of their turn,
"7 But Ed you cant mix scholarsblp & mllltéry d1301pllne, because just
as we had vietory in our graqo Major Curry up & has a uniform- 1nspect10n for all’
officers & there- was Dike with a Pllegant beard 5 days old & éven a’ 1oop of ‘spagett:
hung on the second button of his blowse, Doc Burka who is exhlblt A among the bo-
heemian scollars of the Equipment branch admitted that Dike might even have got by
at a Johns Hopkins reunion, but- thats either here or there beczuse it was what Major
Curry said to lee that rulned the prospects of us boys in the alrplaoe ‘branch & how .
& the H=:1 15 a fello going to get ahead as a scientist % scoller if hes got to
got all polllced up for military inspections.
~ 80 now ‘they got the wiridows open & the floor swep & everybody has
pulled up their socks & throwed away the greasy vests & yau might -just as well be
frying pancakes 'in a restaurant window with a white coat & be ‘dons with it for all
the chance you got to be exclusive & learned 1ook1ng. Not that yr correspondent
cares but I hate to see poor Dike going around looking so unhappy in his new.urifcrm
with his face washed & the sign that was the cause of it all still on Zettles door,
Drop in some time & we'll show it to you, N
: Yrs trulf,.'
' : Ed,

- —Q'OO - ) . /

"SAFETY IN FLYING OVER‘MONTAINOUS‘COUNTRYZ

. Every effert is being made by the Army Air Corps to minimize the hazard i
¢ident to flying over mountainous sections of ‘the country., Planes are ‘being aquip-
ped with smoke candles giving forth a dense gray smoke , ea511y distinguished from
smoke caused by ordinary fires, wnereby it is hoped to dlrect speedy rellef to
airmen who have made forced landlngs or wrecked their planes., ,

While the use of yellow dope on airplane wings has served to make it easier for
pilots flylng relief planes to discern disabled planes on the groond difficuldy war
experienced in locatlng them in mountainous regions, rendering necessary S°ar birg
parties on foot. 1In such regions as the mountains of Pennsylvania, this wors is
extremely slow and hazardous, ' N

The use.of smoke candles in signalling from the ground to relief pilots in the
air will no doubt save the lives of pilots in a crash or a ferced landing by <he
prompt dispatch of medical aid before they are overcome by expnsure. I ins a:tici
pated that the peculiar nature of the smoke issuing from theuo candles will

EIrote]
[PERACREIG)

persons, especially those rasiding in mountainous or sparseiy 1nhab1ked sections, b
~ make a prompt 1nvest1gatlon of the source thereof,
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SIR ALAN COBHAm VTSITS SELVRIDGE FIFLD

Sir Alan Cobham, famous Brlthh avia tcr"reoently ”1s1ted Selfvldge Tle¥d Nt.
Clemens, Mich., whlle on a tour of 1nwocct¢,n of American airplane plants’ and Llylng
fields, He made a tour of t‘c ‘Lchd and hangars ‘aad exﬂre~soA'adm1ret1cn for the -
Qemonstratlons and equipmsnt aliawn him by M=jor Lanphied, Companding Officer of the
lst Pursult Group. biv Almn flew to tnu Fcrd Alrport from Selfrldge Fleld w1ﬁh
Eddie. Stlnson and then 1eit for New York,

S Q‘ B . - "-—""OOO——- - - co .' '/

ATR CORPS HEADQUAR”ERQ RQOM AT NEW'YORK UNIVERSILY

The Air Corps room in the new Daniel Guggenhe:m Aercnauuwcal BUlldlﬂg is fast
nearlng completion, according to Lieut., Frederick M. Hopking, head’ of the Air Corps
activities at New York University. This rocm is the heodruvrners‘cf the Alr Coryps,
cand here will be dellvered a11 the lectures on av¢atlon that daaL thh the R.0.T.C.
.in this college.' ' -

i The splrlt of “v1at10n Dervade° the room._ The wal SD“CP is occunled bY glqss
cases'cont 1n1ng alrplano aocevso ies, suchn as +h et mﬂdorn machihe guns, aerlal
bmmbs, and delicate alrplan ,*ﬂHtTdQOntv, JSava 131 o+ thé cescs are.also dev0u94 to
books on aeronautiéal suo1euts.\.ﬂneﬂ all the. hooks ars Yeseived, the library will
amount to abosut 150 volumes, manv_of mhLCW'hqu jb,cn lCunbd by the Cnloi of Alr'v
Corps for the express use of thp,m‘mkkw" of this’ ,n*Je

In a2ddition to. the vhrlcu° ailry Lo 1o instriments belonging” to thls unlt there

"is also a complete ueann& “and ASCDlVldg wireless cat, This nquLnr“’t Wwill bé used

this spring in connection wiih' obeervation missions’ from Mitzhol ‘Lu,*d. Thé room

.is also equipped with communication tarles at Wh¢uh the mnmbvro of the unit are

trained in radio communlbafJono. ooin iransmlS%L“n and veuepkzonq The Air Corps

Unit has recexved from the SwaoaL Corns of the Army the various modern’ a:rcrait :

radlo sets for instructional purposes., ’ a * f
: For obse*vatlon worlk. the b has al hand the Alr Mail routs mans from New -
~York to.San Francisco and thie Army A,rwajq ap from dew Vork tu Las unf<1as. A

terrain board is belng vsed with ah ingenious set of ranels fov 4n~x:urh_on of the

adVanced .course men in >rt*1lerv rwv‘age, 1nfan*“y COh,aui, ‘And rocinralssancs.
‘In the motor laboratiry &t thne uuggcnne*m B Léint a LlOC(uW moter récsived
from the Air Corps haq»w(ﬂn ing uulled “qd a requlo*hnon has b en forwarded for
an alrplane of the Sperrv mrﬁfeaper type. -
The unit has now en:oLlaé 155_utuoents end 11 offisers. Fou* of the student
) officers ‘are at presenc recelv1ng f ylng 1nstructlon at Brooks Fleld San Antanoq
Texas, .

'

, . . . ..
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELBS

- 20th Eombardment SQUhdron Six lllbkt were made lest week, totalllng 3 hours"
and 55 minutés, ' Training and flylng activiti4s were . ‘sericusly hampered by’ the un-

timely, visit of \a *EgULar a“ctlc snowstorr w?xck pcralyzod practlcally all fleld

endeavors, -

Capt. Willis H, Hale returned from detwcneo Jerv1c° at McCook Fleld but dld
not brlng an LB~ o) with hlm as was enticipated.”

Lieut. E.M, Morris, pllot with Sgt. W;edakaup, ~erew chlef and Lleut & WK,
Andrews, pilot, with Sgt. Garcie crew chiei, deft - for Fairfield,- Feb, 24th in two
Mertin Bombers. Lieut. Andrews and Sgt. Garcla Yiad a-forced landing ui Cumberlandr
Md,, due to motor trouble, In landing the ship came in contact w1th g live wire
and was completely destroyed by fire.- Neither of the' occupents were sericusly in-
jured. Sgt Garciza 1s ‘in the- hospxtal at Cumberland,’ Mdi, while Liéut. Andrews re-
turned to this field, In 1923 ‘3gt. Garcia, while under#oxng “treatment at the same
hospital, ‘apparently made the. -acquaintanceé ‘of “geveral pretty: nurses_there and often»
expressed the desire to return, His wish, it seems,; was gratifiedd It 'is under=--
stood that Sgt, Gercia is physicelly able to return to Langley Field, but.lacks the
necessary clothing. A &upply.of” same. was, sent Nim by parceld post and it .is.-possible
he hopes for a delay in the mulls, which is leely on account of the snowstorm.
Some fellows-are born under's 1ucky star. 4ome Ky )

~  Becond Lieutenant Doneld Hunt’ Stuaro, Resstve; anlvred to actlve duty for"V
training with the squudrom uarch L«to June 30th; 1937, was appomnted Assmstant '
Armament Officer.. 'lst" Tieut Edvun H. Basset, Reserve, on duty with' the ZOth for:
several months, was: “transf e¥réd o' the' 11th Bombardment Squadron. We’regret “the
loss of our mess officer, Wl%l him well in his new ﬂqs1gnment rand hope that ‘the'
YBeanery" will eff:clently Tunt¥ion under the dble managemeﬁt of 2nd Lleuﬁ Leo C. }
Wilson Reserve, our-new mess. of Iloer. . ’

thh Alrshlp Compuny A pgrtv of offlcerc, Peaded by Maj.‘W65uover, comnrls—
ing members of the A.C.T.3. et Lanylev Field, 1 dé a visit and 1nspectlon trlp to "
the lighter-than-air‘activities on TFeb, ‘2% d““In the "airship hengar’ the vis 1tors;. J
.were met by Captain Clark, oommandlng Officer of the 19th Airship Corapany, . who' gave
them a brief course of 1nstructlon in’ a1l llghter—than*alr work.‘ On Feb 24th Capt,
Clark, accompanied’ by Warrant 0f flcer Tesiiter and crew ‘of four men, left for Lake~
hurst in the Airship TC-5, While on duty at Lakehurst petrol fllghts were made
along the Atlantic Coast’in search of the wreckod plane of Lleuts. Gray ‘dnd. Harrls
who are known to have fallen at sea 1n ‘the fog durmng themi fllght 1n a DH,from
Mitchel to Langley Field on’ February 17th: - -

- - fLieut, Starkey was ‘appointed Officer in cHarge of the Alrshlp Hangar and Com—,
pany Operations Officer in addition to his other dutles.
. On Feb. 25th the Airship TC~9, piloted by Capt. Stone and Lieut, Sklnner, made,
a cross-country flight to Bolling Fleld taking,.off. from Langloey. Field at -10:00. AM,
and landing at Bolling Field at 12:30 P,M, Half an hour later the TC~9 took off for
{the return flight with Col. Fravel, Majorolencoln Reardan and Barry on bOard as
pilots, landing at ‘Langley at 5:30 F .M, :

General. A, Hamilton, Coast Artlllery Corps,wqpent an entlre day - at thé airshlp
hangar, inspected the: hannar and thé two sister -shipd; TC-5"and TC=9, -and recelved
from.Capt, Clark, Commandlng 0fficer,. instruction-in’all llghter-than-alr ‘work.,

Free and observatlon balloons were:inflated and rlgged t6- demonstrate this 1ecture.
General Hamilton was given a-démons ratlon fll?dt 1n the TG 9 over Fort Monroe,
Cape Henry, Cape Charles and Hog Island,’ B LR

T A soccer team was organized from the enlisted peraonnel and several games Vere
played. Advantage was.taken. of the flne weather durlng thls month to overhau1 theo
small craft for the summer sSeason, : ’

20th Photo Section: "Lieut, Kirksey, C.0, of the 20tn Photo Sectlon and Tech.

Sgt. Merson, photographer, returned March Sth’ from Florlda, where they were oY o=
tached service since Jan, 17th, The projedﬂ which they comoleted for tnd w;u co-'
detic Survey called for a strip along the east coast from'Miami td.Palm Bepch ard
along the west coast from a point on the coast ?bout 35 mllcs,west of Fort My o]
to Cape Sable. “These photographs were taPea from ]0 COO feet altltude w1th a tri-

. lens camera, A Loening Amphlblan ‘was used: for the Job

GENERAL NEWS OF THE FIELD: MaJor Junlus W. Jones, recently reporvlng from,
Paname , took over the duties of Fost and Wlng Operations Offlcer, relieving Capt.

E.G. Galloway, Commandlng Officer, 50th Squadron,
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"At a recent meeting of the o;ilcero, the’ follow1hg were elecued +o various
offices of the Club; Presicdent, laior M.J. Frank, Councilis Rnp esentstives -- Golf,
dajor D, Jomnson; Tennis, Lt, E.Q. Faust: Lnﬁemtawnwnnt Lt. ©.J. House; Bridge,
Lt. L.5. Webster; Hunulng, Flshxng and Boatlng, Capt. V‘P Clark: Sec, ‘& Treas.y '
Lt. KN, Walker.., . S i

" Lt., and lrs.. Mulr Falrchlld announce the blrth of a daugh er“on Feb,* 15th at
the FOTu Monroe’ Hospltal L,

Lt. and Mrs, Kenneth_N. Walker announce’ the blrth of ‘a son on Feb 18ﬁh at
the Fort lonroe Hos n*tal .

Capt and Mrs, Black were the guests receatly of Capt. and Mrs. Hale. Capt.

“. "

f8lack, before, his transfer to Baltimore last spring as officer in charge of Natlonal

Guard Air Corps act1v1h*ea, was C,0. of the %6th Bomb. Sqdn. here.,
. Lieut.~Commander Winks, G.0. Naval WAir Stetion, Anucostla, D.C,, stopped Off
here . recently en route 190 Flor ida,, . -

&

O March 4th Lt, -Jolh and Mrs., Thos, c. Turner Capt. and Mrs. Rath J MltcheL'

and .Lieut, -and Mls. Wa.ter G. Farrel ofvthe Marine Corps entertained the officers.
apd ladlss of Lanaley erld w¢th a Mardi Gras-Dance at the Hampton Counurv Club,
This was. one.of the.most successful affalrs of ~the social season and the. costumes*
were varied and 1nterest1ng.t,. . S o » o
. L ,_.;,' oL i .
urlssy Fleld Pr851dlo of San Franclsco Callf., march 14th..

3 - e

- : - i v
Jn‘ [ .

Senator Dlngham of Massachusetts paid &, v1qlt of 1nQpect10n to CrquY Field anc

also to,the Pacific Air .Trapsport Co., Air-Mail carriers, located at the east end’
of this. fleld and discussed operatlng conditions of the Air Mail with the manager,
Mr. Tyler. Senator Elnghaw, mho last year’put through the. bill approprlatlng ;
$250,000- for night flylng beqcono, was surprlsed to learn thet, es ‘yet there are no
beacons on:the. Pac1f1c Coast. .

Lleut John R Glascock left vecently in hls Packard for San Antonlo on .one
month 8 leave.”
. MaJor H.B. Clagett, Alr 0f11cer, 2th Corps Area, and 1st Lt Willls F uTaylor,
made 8. cross-country fl;aht to Los Angeles ‘and return, '

In splte of the rscent heavy *alns the flylﬂg field .is in falr con01t10n for
flylng.,

The Saturday Evenlng Post *ecently sent & number of the orlglnals “of their mag,

azlne 1llustratxons which have been framed and. hunv 1n the Day Room and add mach 1o
the’ appearance of the place.-, RSO
Sgi. E. Asherdwsky, transfer red Jin grade from the '63rd.C.A.(4.A.) to teke
charge of the 91st Squaaron mess, 1s modestly rece1v1ng compllmento on. the 1mnrove-
ment in ‘the quentity and’ quality “of the food -and. aopearance of the mess hall and :
kitchen.. . Sgt, Asherowsky is an experlenced cook -and hasvbeen a mess sergeant for'

15 years., ° ) T ”_Lﬁ, ;a. m_a'ﬁ:_ TS SRR

. @\‘;'-i '~ N «’ . N
»San Antonlo Azr Intermedlate Uenot Duncan Fleld Texas, March 2nd e

.."" por T

Temporary bulidlngs Noslw38,,39 &O 41 43 45 2122 and 123 of thls nost‘were

salvaged and the ma*erlal theérefrom is being used in ‘the const”ucnimn of the new.
set of Commandlng Officér's quarters,. on vhich.work is’ progressing rapidly. .

Lleut.hA Wy Vaneman, Chlef Engineer’ officer of thma Depot, returned from Fort
Crockett after maklng an, 1nsnectlon of . all wooden type alrpLanesia+ that field,

Mr. Alberﬁ,H otd erpohl Parachute Inspector of this Depot,. recently. made a-
visit to Post Fleld Okla., -to mdke ‘a2’ physical inspection of all perachutes there
and to instruct nersonne1 in the latest app;oved methods of parachute p oklng and
malntenance. S Bee Cap e

Lleut Harner fexrylng an O 2, arrlved here Feb 2lst and Lleut McGlnley,~
ferrying an 0-1, aﬂrlved Feb . 23rd from Fort Crockett Texas. They 1eft here in
an 0-~2 on their return fllgnt . .

i Several JN* were ferrled from Post - Fleld Okla., and. turned in: to thls “epot‘
Capt. Richard HY Ba1lard and Lleut LW, Cousland arrlvedcyeb 19th; Lieut, G.L.
Davasher and Corp Lyman R, Ell .8 arrived .on ‘the 2lsty and Lieut. Donald G Su1+t
arrived on the 18th; All reuurned to Fort Sill by rall.. .
The Air Women'" CLUb gave a .dinner Frlday evening, Feb, l8th with Mrs, J.H.-

Pirie and lirs. A.W, Vanaman as Hostesses, to the Air Corps officers of this vicinity
and their families, at the Duncan Fleld Offlcers‘ Clab About 190 guaSts were pwean

ent and engoyed a most cnarmlng occaswon. . . . } »
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.. Chinese caterer. On-

San Antoﬁié AirrlntermediatéiDepot,lDuncan Field, Texas, Merch l4th. -

The following is the production of the Ergineering-Department of the Depot in’
the overhaul and repair of airplanes and engines for February == Airplanes:”7 PT-1,
2 DH-4i-1, 1 Douglas;0—2,,1Lﬁouglas;ozéc,r3 DH-4M-2T,, total 1l4:. Engipeg: 83 Liber~

_ Preliminery work ¢n maintenance anhd sipply in comnection’ with the coming Air
Corps and 2nd Divisiod Manewvers' is engafing the earnést attention of this Depot.
-, . This Depot received two new Douglas 02-C's.from the” factory. -They will be

ty..l_CUrtiSS p~D2;_thQ1>34:

‘assigned to Fort Crockett. ) oo o T e P
' o -He A. Halverson left for.the Rockwell Air Intermediate’ Depot for con-

Lieut, .Harty : ‘ Lt 1or. OC KXY r o = . S
-ference on supply matters. ' He will'then prodeéd}to'the'Douglas'Aircpaftha9§9TY;a*

Santa:Monica 46 obtsin g C-1-C' plané -and’ ferry it to this Depot. N |

‘Mr. Rey P, Whitmen’ Assistant to the Gereral Manager and Chief of Inspectio
of the Cbnsolidaieﬁ,AircfhitjCorporafionjjarfived-hére March 8th for a visit in con-
nection with the maintenance and opération:of the PT-1 -airplanes., = . 7 - i
- - Lieut, Waltér H, Reid, Air Corps Instructor with the Texas National Guard at
Houston, wes a visitor at this Depnt recently., - < = . +f . ke ‘

- Flying activities et this Depct during the preceding two weeks- were greatly’
haﬁpere&_on,apqpunt,pf'tainy‘weajher“and;muddy_field; “However, the sun is now pro-
ducing.&Prgngafwith'a'hint?o§L§9Mmgt,-so;We'hope shortly to make up for lost time,

- Forthrockett;nGa;iéston, Texas,"Februafy oth..

- The Bth Attack Squadron, 90th Attéck Squadron and 60th Service Squadron, now
well settled perimanertly in barrecks; with practically all necessary:. reconstruction
and new construction finished, aré devoting practically the entire. tiine t6 woik on -
the airdrome, the ‘airplanes being kept in excellent ccndition, coxisidering the rav-
ages of the weather and thé'planqé?ét‘préééht*without‘hogsing. o '

The construction of steel hangars is progressing. Ths Zempter Contracting Co.
is to be congratulated upon its promptness in sterting'the work.and its speed of cone
struction,  The fabricated steel framo work for 8-110-f%.. oy 200 ft. hangar is-fine
ished, and it, is expetted to have planes in"the hargar w:thin.t%o wecks.! Second Lt.,
AT, . Schneider, Infaniry Reserve, was appointed.inspector of the work: o

‘Flying traininig has been Hampered to-.some extent -due to. inclement weather,
there being a continuous fog over the island for: almost an enticp week. =~ . ‘

.The monthly athletic meet of Fort .Crockett was held Jan, 294k, the 60%h Sers - .
-viee Squadron for thé second consecutive month winning the penrant with itz assoc-
igted additiomal privileges,’ ‘Spring baseball’ has started, ths Q.M. Dept, taking
the lead in building’its own baseball diamond on the parade ground at Fort Crockett,
With the early arrival of Spring on the Gulf, the number of golf players amcug the
officers has increased, with its attendedt rivalry end bragging. -Other ‘activities.-
include fishing and surf bathing, which has' just. commenced, - - - . L.

. On'February 1st the Fort Crockett's 0fficérs' Mess was put in operation at the
Air Corps building,’ The' mess at present consists of about 16 menbers, ‘served by a
_ Thursday-night the*mess serves about 30 guests at chop suey
dinner., Visiting pilots are extended the courtesy of three meals at the' expense of

the Ai!'COPpS élub. -‘._.‘ "’T”‘ e i . Do T N o .
;. -The Air Corgs Club Building, completed & short time.ago, is'now being enlarged
‘ with a W¥ing on the’east end, and is being completely, enclosed’ on three sides by g
widé -scfeened porch overlooking the Gulf‘beach, .%o T o
.. Créss-country flights to Kelly Ficld were mhde by Sgt. Wm, M, McConnell in a
C-1; Lieut. R.W. Harper with Privaté Parsons in ‘ah 0-2; Lisut: G.C.McGinley with
Staff Sgt. H. Lipp; Lieut. H.S.'Vandénburgh in an 0-2; Sgt. E.A.Brovm with: Staff sgt.
Hightower; %o El Paso, Téxas, Lieut.A.H, Foster with Sgt. Wiseman, returning via
Kellp Fleld, . Ce e T T R TR T R
~ Flying fadet Frank K. Park, 8th Attack Sqdn., left for New York to board a

transport f§¢-hié new station -in the Panama ‘Canal Dept,

* 3rd Attack Griup, Fort Crockett; Texas, March 7th, -
. The Grouy Parachute Officer recertly conducted aservice tést on a parachute
liquid containei and several days later another test on a parechute fond comiainers
From appearanc, both tests were satisfdctory, but the -official Teport on 4ie
tests  is not ye: know. R A
Training ¢ the personnel of’ the Group during the past fifteen davs cousiszted
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pf:{n) Asrial  Trpining -- Formation ard dummy vombing; formation simulated machine
gun truining; formation flying; attack raids, applying the principles of attack

tectics against ground targets; .flight training of Alr Gorps personnel; cross-

country ¥34ingi {b) Ground Training -- Combat -orders and Field Service Regulations
for commi¥¥ished persommel and instruction and practice for both commissioned and ’
enlisted personnel :as:required in the.performance of their duties in the unit; also:
recruit instruction for a1l men with less than six months service, o
“E¥dsseéountry flights were made by.the following personnel: 2nd Lt. H.M.Turner

. pilot,” with'1ist Lts C.R. MacIver to Kelly Field; 1lst Lt. Floyd A. Lundell with Corp..

Lupton to. Kelly:Field; Flying Cedet W.W.Gross: to Bartlett, Texas; 2nd Lt, H.S, Van-

denberg t6 Kelly Field, returning. with Lt.Gibson:of that field; 1st’ Lt. W.R.Sweeley

with‘5gt, Hines to Kelly Field; 2nd Lt. K.W. Boyd with Pvt. Ritchie to'Kelly Field; =

2nd Lt. G ©.C McGinley to Kelly Field, ferrying It.H.S. Vandenberg to.that statiom. ..

~ Flying Cadet.E.A, Cabana, pilot, with Private Sebatole as passenger, started on

a cross-country flight to Kelly Field, Feb. 12, but duée to motor trouble was f?r9¢d,
to land about 20 miles from this station. Cadet Cabana had been flying at an alti-

budb of approximately 150 feet due to low clouds and fog, end when his motor failed
had very little time in which.to mareuver for a safe landing, In avoiding a col-
lision with a house directly in the path of the airplene he hit & télephone pole

and landed on a fence, wrecking the airplane and temring down several hundred feet

of fence. Cadet Cabana and Pvt. Sebatole escaped gninjured and eturned to this- &~

station by automobile, -

"

T ¢ T ST P Y,
Lt. H.W.Anderson with Lt. W.E. Baker made a cross-country f1ight  from Galveston

to Pensacola, Fla. Lt. Anderson returned solo, stopping at New Or;??ns,en.?°u?e‘
" Lt. R.JF. Stearley and Lt. G.A, McHenry made a‘Cross—country‘f}ighﬁ‘to Kel&y |
Field, returning the following day. . .. B - LT
<" The Third Attack Group was inspected vnder full field equipment on Feb, 12th, "+
followed by pitching of shelter tents and display of equipment. coe
" Lt: Wm. R, Sweeley left ﬁbié station February 14th on two weeks' leave of
absence, touring by. automobile, " o S ﬂﬂ-;« - v‘»ui S
Lt. Hoyt S, Vandenberg, who was on detached.service for several weeks in con=
_ nection with the filming of the motion picture "Wings", will return to this station.
shortly, his plane, a Curtiss C-1 being overhavled at San Antonio. ., ... . .
" The regular season of pistol target practice for the Group commenced Fep.,10§h,
‘and will be completed April 10th. - A pistol range was installed between thg‘parade
ground of Fort Crockett and the Gulf Seawall, ) o S
" A pew baseball diamond was constructed.on the post for the coming seasons . .
The monthly -Athletic Meet, held Feb. 26th was by far the most successful yet .
held from the standpoint of interest, enthusiasm and athletic excellence. The 60th
Service Squadron won the meet, the 90th"Attack-Squadronirunningvseoonélqni the 8th
 Attack,third, This is the third consecutive month that the. 60th wonAﬁhQ pennant,
with its accompanying special privileges. S PR R Sl T
Golonel James R..Pourie, Quartermaster General of the Bih Corps, Area, visited
Fort Grockett for two days in February, meking an inspection of all buildings rela-
¥ive to plans for a 1927 C.l.T. Camp. Later advices indicate that the camp will,
not be held at Fort Crockett .this year.. “ S

-

Lieut.-Commander J.H, Ingram; U.S Navy, visited Fort Crockett on Feb. 18th,

expressing interest.in the post radio installation.. e s -
Flying Cadet.F.V. Tompkins, accompanied by Mrs. Tompkins, left.Fort Crockett .

 March 4th for New York to board a transport for Honolulw where he will be assigned

a new station in the Hawaiien Department.. .- - - e

' The Air Corps Club of Fort Crockett, installed in its new club house, is ‘prov-

ing itself valuable to officer personnel.in every way. & new wing is being adced

to the club, as, well as a wide porch, adjacent. to Galvegton's seawall boulevard,

with the 3rd Attack Group private bathing beach ‘immediately below.

Headquarters, 2nd Division,Air. Corps,Fort San Houstonm, Tex., March 8th,

The 12th Observation Squadron had a discouraging experieace attempting to com-
plete the annual practice in aerial gunnery. The work of constructing buildings,
the training for the annual Corps. Area inspection, and the regular- obsevvation mis=
gions with the troops .of the Second Division all contributed tz making a special
expedition to Fort Crockett for aerial gunnery out of the questioni It was dners-
fore decided to eliminate tow target firing and use the rifle range at Camp Bullis,
15 miles away, for firing the "B" course, TR 440-40, At first the ships based at
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Camp Stanley, -five mlleswfurther nor h for c’eaAlné jams and reloading, but due
to the limited time available and the’ larve humber of Kelly Field students flying -
from that f;eld it was dec1aed to clenr a small fleld at Camp Bullls, just off the
rifle range. - o

“In %he meantxme bad weather 1nterrupted operatlons for several days, 1ong
enough for the trats at .Cemp Bullis to.eat up & considerable portlon of the "C"
i targets. .When flavored nicely with paste, tergets seem to make a very palatable-
{ Tood for rats. "One can ‘imagine the. dellght with which Lieut., Ogden and Sgt. Carr .
| caught one.of thé rodents red-handed and extermlnated ;part of -the nuisance.. 7
The weather ‘finally cleared and it seemed as though the pilots and one observ-

er would be able. to complete the courss in short order when, before the first clear; ‘

> day Had only just begun, -a.stiff norther blew in, Ve, trled to fire anyway, but even
\ w:th-the targets roped:-and staked they insisted upon taking off without power, and
‘( once mere operatlons ceased's .The- weather continued o prevent operatlons, until
; now there-are ‘only three -days ieft -before’ the foot -trdops: will be marthing to BullIS.
{ for their annual rlfle ‘practi ce.,“Such is the ra¢ord of the 1927 aerlal gunnery
' practice. - C'est la guerre} .. _

( In a detached squadron the peﬁsonnel requlrsd for dut;es classed as overhead

> are of such number that: unless:the squadron .is kept up to full strength it is dif -

\ ficult to carry on all the functions normally expected ‘of the organization, The
KSquadron was therefore fortunate in haV1ng its depleted roster augmented by, 23 ro=-
icruits, Whlch has put-lt over.the top in strength;, : :

tCamp Nlchdls, Rlza.l P.I., Fsbruar'y S‘l'.h.
] - §th Photq, Sectlon.» The Photo Sectlon was the scene of feVB*ISh act1v1ty dur- .
ing the past month due to Division Maneuvers , . Several .mosaics were laid covering -
the theatre;of Operatlons, transported and- dropped by airplane. to the forces in

_ the field, :Flying time for photogvaphy of. approxlmately 12 hours wasraccompllshed
to cover thls period, : T S PR

Flight "B", 2nd- Observauloanquadron.a' Durlng the early part of the month ‘the

F11ght participated in’the.Joint Army and Navy Maneuvers, . reconnalssance flxghts

 performed during these maneuvers were very: successful and the m;ssxons eorrled out
to the satisfaction of all- concerned,.. -. . ; cenn ‘

“Fraom: January 10tW t0 19th .the: Flight partlclpated in the Annual Phlllpplne

Division Maneuvers, with headquarters at Clark Field,  Camp Stotsenburg,. The person-
nel - conslsted of. Capt D.B . Howard, 1ist Lts. C-C: Chauncey, Hez McClellan, HiA.Rivinms,
F I.Patrlck S.P, Mills, A. S‘Albro,H.P -Rush, 2ndLt, P W Wolf:, Warrant Offlcer B .H.
Mills 'and .2Y enlisted men, "The comm1531oned ‘personnel went 1o’ Clark Field and re-
turned via air, while the’ enlisted personnel -used. trucks: for transportation, - Six
DH-4B's comprised the flying equipment t .-from Canmp Nlchols, -all servicing of planes
being accomplished by facilities avallable at Clark Field. The Operations Office
for the maneuvers was established in the Radio Hut at Clark Field. This ‘proved
ideal in that all missions were axpedlted due to no delay 1n recelpt of communlca-
tions. . . 3 : c.

From Jan. 19th to Feb lst preparat1ons for record practlce in aer1a1 gunnery
were carried-out,
66th Service Squadron., The Electrlcal Dept. under Staff Sgt.. Andrew F, Nygard
has been working over time installing 12-volt systems on DH-4's. The sh;ps are to
be used in conjunction with the Coast Artiliery searchlight, practice, <
Fzrst Sgt. . Luther Warren;was oydered to Langley erld Va., .and Sgt. Albert
Rothstsin to Mitchel Field, N.Y., via the .Panama Canal.. Sgt. Thomas Canfield was
ordered to Brooks Field.and Sgt. Delmar G. Lee to 'Kelly Field, Texas. . All these
men returned to the- Unlted States: on the February transport.- We w1sh them luck at
their new stations, . - - o o
~ Master Sgt, - Wm,B, Pulllam took on- another three years and a 3 months' furlough
at the same time, At present he- is touring :the -Southern Islands. . ,
’ 28th Bombardment Squadron: The. Squadron participated in the Division Maneu-
vers, Jan, 9th to 10th. Three’ NBS-1's. simulated -three fl1ghts of three alrplanes
each priceeded to Clark Field and established:base, : ; i
_ Flicht "A", represented by Capt. Seaton and Lieut. Corkllle, bombzng team #;
Flight “5°, represented by Lts, Lundberg:and.Bond, bombing ‘team #2 Fllght g,
representet by Lts. Koontz and Carr, bombing tean #3 o :
. Their iirst mission was a raid on the enemy's supply base at San Fernando. :
‘Flight "C" 4cok off at 8:35, climbed to0 4,000 ft, - flyxng southwest andsgpproached
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“the target’ from the west bombea the . ObJPCtINB at 9:00 P.M.,,. awtl—alkcraft ll“ht" }
came on at 8:59. . :
> Flight ""B" took- off at 8350 P M. and aDDrOdched the’ target from the east, _
bombed the objective at 9:01 P.M. Flight "a" +ock off at 8:50 and approachéd the’ -
 terget from the North, bombed the target at 9:05 P.M, from an altitude of 500 feet."
“  Bombing was simulated, the force of attack consisting of six 300 demolition bombs- ;
to each airplane, a total of 54 bombs being delivered oh the objective. - : s
. A1l: flights delivered thelr attack and got away w1thout any of the shlps beangf e
‘picked up by searchlighis. On. Tan. 10th & second raid was made on the same base.u4 " :
Flight -"C" took off at 1:30 AM., climbed to 2000 feet, approached the target from:
the seuuthwest ; and attacked the ob3ect1v at 1:50 AM, Flight "B" took off at-1:35 i
A Moy 01lmbed to 3000 fest and approached the target. from’ the “southeast, attacking /
objective at 2:00 AM, Flight A" took’off at I: 47 AM,; approached the: target - J
from the north and attacked ObJGGulVB from an altitude of 1000 feot. at 1:59 AM. - ;
.Both raids were a complete’ suctess, all shlps fuactxonlng sgtisfactorily, the'.}A
COOpexat;on and morale of personnel. keing excellent.. The results of ‘attack, aSSumed g.:
to be the destruction of enemy supply base, s*lenc1ng of - antl—alrczaf* batterles
and general. demobilization of the  enemy,” . §
«Li Walthall departed on D. S for 30 days, v131t1ng the Southern Islqnds. }

Clark’ Fleld Cqmp Stotsenburg, P I.. Feb Bth.

Jenuary was a very busy month for the persoﬂnel of thle field. With the end™ |
ing of the holidays preparations for the annual maneéuvers. begen at once, "The Army,
and Navy Maneuvers were followed by the Division Maneuvers and then’ the 60th C- A\CI
(A.Av) came to Stotsenburg for snnual anti-aircraft practlce. T }

~The ‘3rd- Pursuit. Squadron seént. out. scoutlng planeg-over thé China Sea and’ Pa-.?
cific’ coasts of: Luzon on -Jan. etn, and on the following ddy & formation of nine - !
airplanés made a: successful- surprise. attack on Corregldor. "On the return flight
from Corregidor Lisut. McMullen was forced down intd & cane patch about 20 miles-
southwest: of Clark Field,.and due to a sunken road between two short: I’elds noésed
over, slightly damaging the plane. Lt, McMullen-wag not 1n3ured. Ow Jan. 10th:
the. Squadron simulated attack aviation operations agalnst the Division on the marc: .

The Third Pursuit Squadron has been flying anti-aircraft missions since Jan-" -
vary 25th.with.the usual amount of .flying for 1ong perlods and at ‘0dd- tlmes durmng
the days and nlghts with a tow target, :

. S, Lambert J. Sherln ‘Privates Arthur A. Johnson mdward T. Barrett and
Jerome G, Hibberd were’ scheduled to leave for. the States in‘February.

.Master Sgt. Wm.C. Hunter, ‘3rd Pursuit Squadron, will be retired from actlve
servxce Feb, 1, 1927, . He has been in the Army s1nce Oc¢tober 13, 1900, From-the
date of lis entry into the sérvice until Oct. 21,.1912, 5gt. Hunter was in-the In=
fantry, He then tran ferred tol'the 1lst’ Aero Squadron and finiéhed his.time in the
Air Corps. -  Sgt. Hunter arrlved ‘at Clark’ Fleld with the-first detachments in August ,
1919, when the fleld was, under constructlon, and remained ‘until his retirement,

His loss to the Squadron is”regretted, and ‘the personnel extend to hlm congratula—
tions on-his excellent. record: and well earned retlrement.

SN

-, o

Klndley Field, Fort. Mllls P I., Februﬁry Bth. ) .

Capt Louls R Kn1gh+ reJoined and assumed command of fhe 2nd brlgh+ eyed
and refreshed from B holiday sojourn at the Army's famous old waterlng tlace
'mongst the pines at Baguio ahd, ‘although he. failed to’ accompllsh the” coveted hole
1n one, is highly .enthused over the: exceLlent golflnp at the’ resort T

Lieut, Mark H. Redman. wound up-his dutles at Kindiey Field and uenarted fOr '
his new station, the Philippine Air’ Depot, Camp Nichols, R17a1 o

~Lt, Arthur Thomas is aoff on"a period- -of "detached service seelnc a- blt of tne
Islands prior to-his scheduled. departure from this" ‘land of - sunchlne to hls homelcn
on .the next “transport., duc to- sail Feb, 16th. = ‘ e

.  Cavtain Knight Does. His Stuff Con s
On a pebble strewn stretch of sandy beach, bathed in the glow of : 3, soft and
.mellow moonlight and; from the side, by the brllllance of a batiery of flnoe-lehtw
with the . gentle music of the’ South Channel waves lapnlna the sand as an .overt urs ,
was enacted an enjoydble "get-together" on the evening 6f tle 29th, whon vaonb.
Knight. brought_himself into prominence as a prov1der of novel entartsiameni by pwvm
ing a beach party for the officers and ladies of .the field, wiilh Cavti zad Mrs,

lJ .

Adler .Capt. and Mrs. Dudley B. Howard and Lt. and Mrs. James W. uemzqur, \relqud
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guests from Cemp Nichols, also present., '
4 With a field range established on the old pier at the south hangars, Capt. i
3 Knight, even though long ‘since famous as a con{irmed epicure, proved. beyond a doubt
{ that he's a real connoisssur of good ests by providing a seemingly endless round of
\ such tasty appetite pac1f1ers as sharburgers, hot dogs, rolls, salads and trlmmlngs
\ and other knick-knacks, That the consensus of opinion carried the party as a real .
| treat, not from the mere,standpoint of ~the chow provided but in the sense that it
\  furnished a welcome departure from the "eut- 'n dried" forms of entertairiment usu-
% ally prevailing on the Rock, goes-without saying, - '
\ Exploring the Mysteries of Carabao Isle, or Tx@nty Thousand D:ves Under the Sea.
b Winding up the required  inspection of  outposts, five post-officers witk their
i wives and three days' prOV131ons, 15 life preservers and a lot of nerve, boarded
|
Y

the "Osprey" and told Skipper Tate to make Fort Frank,

'"Twas to0’ rough to land at Fort Frank's one wharf so- the good ship was. put into
anr inlet on the lee side of Carabao.» Sam Mllls, of ficially and ‘supposedly interest-
ed in mooring our boat, was seen pushing a camera around .a large boulder as the
modern Swiss Fammly Roblnson did their best to negotiate a sixty degree slope.

“ Following a complete inspection of the Fort, conaur%ed by Lieuts, Burns and’
McLean, Coast Artlllery, the "visitors played bridge, hcrseshoes and Kelly Pool until
about’ four thirty -in the afternoon when it was de:wded Lo make a iry for Klndley
Field. .That there were. bables .erying and an anxious C.0, we were sure.
§ The -"Osprey" reared, pltchnd and dived, Those who had. not had enough exercige
'on the.cliffs and the tbouqand and one :steps and stairs,- soon eduallzed with bailing.

\ { Where the boat recerved its, name is not known, but 1t must, at some tlme, have been

\ mothered by a submarine.
ERGS

e,
e NI

Too scared -to be il1, we Slld up agalnst the home statlon Just as the metor
)sazd “Phut- phut" and paseed out Future out post 1n5pectlons w1ll be made on "ratlon“
boats. :

The Annual Jomnt Army and Nevy Naneuvers, held durlng the war condttlon perlod,
Iy demanded nmch attentlon on the 6th, 7tih- aad 8th. The squadron nartlbxpated by fiy-

\ ing reconnaissance missions over an mrea of 20 miles north, south and west of Cor-

3 regidor. The prompt location of , and reports made to the Harbor Defense Commander:

. -as to the strength and.movements of: the “enemy fleet" called for and. feceived much

| commendation from the powers.that be, = - .

.That the statement get forth in ‘the November News Letter thab Kindley Field
~was out for-the express purpose 'of copping the trophy in the Detachmant Baseball,
League of Fort Mills, and the prediction.theh made that it would attain its goal
was no vain boast, is’ attested by the offlclal results recently” publlshed which

- -shows the Air Carps, as represented by the 2nd Squadron, with 1,000 pereent-— and
'y - - 811 scheduled .gaméd played. - The tehm is how dilligently keepxng in tune for a cratk

at the Fort Mills champlonshlp and we are all optlmlstlc ehough. to believe that
\ they will brlng that. tvophv home téo. ‘

{

Y

Selfrzdge Fleld Mt Clemens Mlch‘, March 15th.

\ ‘ In the last issus.of the News Letter it was stated that Lleut L. C Mallory

_'-had to. ground loop his plane in order to keep from running into Lieut. Thad C,
-Johnson while landlng in formation.

occurted Lieut, Johnson- was on. leave.

Lieut, Gregg arraved from Kelly Field where ‘he” has beem on duty in cennectlon
‘with the filming of the motion picture "Wings", He flew to Selfrldge via Columbus,
. - Ga.; Maxwell Fneld Hashv1lle ‘Tenn,; and McGook Field,

' On March 5th a fllght of planes under- tommand of Major. Lanphler flew over
"~ Detroit abort 10:30 AM, in the course of’ regular maheuvers. The flight was un--
usual in that about. 20 planes took part in it, while ordlnarlly before this flight
only 12 to 15 planes were the most that could be seen at one tlme 1n the v101n1ty
of Selfridge Field, : - .
Liéut. Hopkins made a parachute Jump from.a JNS plane plloted by Lxeut. Finch,
The jump was made from an altltude of 2600 feet, and Lleut Hopklns lanued near vhe
edge of ‘the Clinton- River, . i & e
Lieut, Ogden Goodell, AC—Res. was ordered from hlS home, ‘Grand Papnds, Mlcn.,
to active duty at Selfrldce Field, for a perlod of 4 months from March ist,

;stn Observatlonﬁ_ggadron Fert Rll_yl Kansas.

This’ was in error, as at the time thls incident

Flyang actx§1tles durlng the last month at Marshall Fleld varled from attempt-
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ing to locate bank robhers to protediing payrsll convoy.. - _ o s
~Lieut, James X, Devans flew a Curtlss 0-1-to. Chanute Field to teke en enlisﬁed
man there for a school eourse. ~ ANREE T =
On Feb, 24th two planes were attachc . to Cavalry forces for maneuvers: .one
plahe being assigned to a squadron of Cavalry.  Liéut. Homer.C. HMunscn plloted a .
DH and Lieut. R.E.Rendall an 0-<2, Cavalry-ocfficers were detaxled as observérs. The
- ngture of the airplane mission was reconnaissance. ‘ '
Pilots at Marshall Fleld nhde a number of servzce‘tests on the Curtlss 0-1 and
Omlef,. . ; T
Now. that the 1ﬂclament hansas wxnter weather has passbd the aer1a1 observatlon
course in connection with the Cavalry'School.is resumed,” The remaining two aerlﬂl'
observation missions for the students in the Ca¥alry School concerns G-4,: vand An-
cludes 7 cities surrounding Fort Riley. In -order that difficulties. in brﬁdlng the
reports can be minimized, serial photographic, mosaics were. node of; these 7 cltles:'
by Sgt. Dawkins. with Lisut,. A.L Jewett and Sgt. dalsh and Sgt.,Jagner wmth Lleut.‘
farvey F, Dyer, : :
After a series of’ hard ‘ought games the Air Corps "copped“ the post champlon—
ship pennant in basketball this season, the first time in Fort Riley athletic his-
tory that the aviators wrested a championship from the Cawalrymen; The v1ctor¥
was gained in a close match .between Troop C, 2nd Cavalry, and .the aviators, each
team having lost only one geme during the season, necessitating a playoff Vetwesn’
- the two teaws. The .aviators won by the:.score .of 22 to-18. Last year. they . logt the-
chempionship by -a one geme margin®to Troop F,.2nd Cavalry. .The letter men on- the
team were Lt. Fisher, Pvts. Brady, COOns, namllton, Costa,bBurkhart Moore: BlaCk |
wood and Glanzer, . - i -
' "The Air Corps: "Hon: Coms“ bowllng team smarted strong, but hard luck oame early
in the season. Some of the bowlers were sick in hospital which materially weakené@
~the team, The 0ld veteren "Abe“ Ruef.finished with the second highest. score of the
- post,. average 166, “Abe":says‘he is'gelting old. end his.agrm "Ain't: what it. used bo
be'. He ‘is our new Flight Chief, hav1ng 301ned vs as repiacement £or Master Sgt.»
Harry Secord, who retired, : e
" Prospects look -good :for a.fast Air Corps baseball team thls ‘seagon, whlch
threatens the Cavalrymen with the loss of another pennant. Some of -our old -base-.:
‘ball stock who were discha¥ged: some tife ago- decided that this organization-is the
best place that they have seen, and have come back to -the fold.- These addltlonSs
with the fine materials we already have, promises some keen compgtition this: season¢
The warm spring days we.af® having occasionally has brought some of the boys~out
with their gloves to get their arms in shape. :
' At the Air :Corps.Club’ party on Feb..23rd..given hleut. and Mro» homer GL Munsoa,
" the- Air Corps officers-.and their. wives. gave a novel silver fruit dish to Laeut ;
Ralph E. Fisher and his bride for a wedding,present. The. party was: glven.at the
Munson residence in Junction City, and a good tlme was had by all.
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Post Field, Fort Slll Okla., March 18th, Tl el

. - .
n. KIS - i.-

Captaln AJW Stevens temporarlly suspended opezatlons on’. hxs ghotagraphlc
~projéct at Fort Bragg in order to comply with orders dlrectlng hls travel by. ra11
to McCook Fistd, The exact nature of his a531gnment ‘at Dayton was not dlvulged,
.but from-all indications it involved - experlmentatlon in photography. Captaln _
Stevens was absent from. Pope Field about- ten, days and upen -his return. repprted con-
siderable excitement at McCook .such as mid-air explosions and the like.. !

Lieut. Ward F.. Robinson recently. returnad from Chanute, Fleld where he success-
fully completed the Armament course, of-the Air Corps Technical School.: Almost -
mediately he availed. himself of a. ten days' leave of absence. and in company with
Krs. Robinsen, departed for pmlnts South. Before leaving on his Vacaulon-ﬁhowever,
he managed {0 wedge in a cross-country to Washlngton and return. Lleut Clalre,
‘Stroh accompan1ed hlm on; the Washlngton illght ! -

i

s RS R S

Fleld Serv1ce Sectlon Materlel DlVl:lon, Palrfleld 0., Feb 28th._

o

In order to ass1st in- malnienance problams and supply dlfflcultles tLrough ut
the Air Corps, the Field Service Section .is being more frequertly ualled Lpnfou
send representatives for the purpose- ei ‘assisting the fisld organ:zctzrnq in prch-
,lems and difficulties of this sort., Mr. Charles H, Calder and Mr., Williom ). Xen-
nedy recently returned from an’ exuended trip to litchel Field and Langley’ Fle]a.
2102 - V.5653, A.C.




From the expression of opiniors of the Commanding 0fficers of these stations they
rendered a great deal of mssistance t6 the local Engineering and Supply Ofij;er.
At the present time Mr. Marley and Mr. Longletz of this office are at Middlesown
Depot for the same purpose, and Messrst Calder and Kennedy recently reported ic
Kelly Field for a two wéeks' stay to assist that station in straightening out pres-
ent supply difficulties, ‘ ! A ‘

Major George H, Brett visited the Middletown Air Intermediate Depot to confer
with Major Weaver regarding the work to be carried on at Middletpwn dpring the .
spring and summer, . o ' : _

Lieuts, Barney M. Gilés and Omer 0. Niergarth ferried P-l1A airplanes from
Garden City, New York, to Wright Field. '

An Air Corps Basic Tables Revision Board met each day at the Field Service Sec-

: } tion from January 1¥th to 24th, the following being members of the Board: Major

Henry H. Arnold, President; Major George H. Brett; Captains Vincent B. Dixon, Ralph
( Hv Wooten, Harold McClelland, Wm, D, Wheeler; lstLieuts, Earl S. Hoag, Clayton L.

| Bissell, Roy W, Camlin, Delmar H. Dunton, Harold Lee George and Ralph F. Stearley,
\ Lieut. Omer O, Niergarth wes the Recorder.

i In addition to the above, Lieuts. Ira R, Koenig and Harry G. Montgomery were
. detailed to serve as advisers-on Lighter-than-Air equipment, at the request of the

. President of the Board. Mr. Leon Armour was also directed . to be ?reﬁent at all
sessions of the Board, : .

{
\
i\ =~ The Board reviewed carefully reports and correspondence which had been submit -
| ted, pertaining to the important and difficuli subjedt of Basic Tables of Allowances.
} Revision of existing circulars-was considered, and it is hoped that the results of
{ the conference will be made available to the Air Corps in the near futu?e.
! In the preparation of illustrated Air Corps Catalogs, it is essentla} that a
. representative of the Field Service Section be present at the factory.durlng the .
| production period in order to secure &ll necessary information and suitable photo-
‘graphs. Mr, Neff of this office is now at the Curtiss Airplané and Motgr C?mpany,
Garden City, Long Island, N.Y., getting the necessary data for the compllatlon.o§
i Catalogs showing up-to-date changes in the 0-1 and P-1 types and to secure addition-
al information for the preparation of a catalog for the new AT-4 training plane,

Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, March lst,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy Warner and Assistent Sedretdryt of W@r,DaYi:on
were visitors at Dayton recently. Secretary Warner was honored with a dinnerga
the Engineers' Club, and sometime later Sectetary Davison was the guest of homnor at
a banquet on February 25th at McCook Field., Both of these events were largely at-
tended by officers from Wright Field, ' '
- Major and Mrs, A.W, Robins entertained at luncheon on February 25th, the guest
ef honor being Secretary Davison. ' L A Ao at bl
Lieut, C.C.Nutt and Capt, A.H,Thiessen refurned Feb.15th after 10.days tr1p'?o
Langley,Mitchel and Bolli#ig Fields,for the purpose of coordinating the meteorologie

©£} work at these stations. ‘ . - . . P
' Lieuts, Crane, Cornelius and Taylor arrived from Selfrldge Flel§,Feb.2;sx,_eacn
pilott bringing a Pl-4 to be overhauled at the Fairfield-Air Intermediate Depot. Lt.

Plummer arrived Feb. 22nd in another Pl-A which he left at the repair shops for
overhaul. . . By :

. Capt, Edward Laughlin, Engineer Officer, and Lt. H.A. Bartron, Depot Supply Of-
-ficer, returped to the Depot Feb. 16th after an extended aerial tour to the differs
ent stations in this Control Area., The purpose of the trip was to acquaint_ thema-
§elves with the peculiar conditions at each station and to give such counsel.and as-
sistance as might We required by Engineer and Supply officers at all activities,

~ Several additional quarters are being repaired and remodeled for the use of
Wright Field officers, ‘

Mr. Robert Hancock, from the Pittsburgh Airport, recently took a course of in~
struction at the Parachute Department. - ' , . . ,

Mr, Elmer J.Briggs, foreman of the Engine Repair at San Antonio Alr;lntermedf
iate Depot, was at this station for a week in January, the particular object of his
trip being to familiarize himself with the methods of overhaul of Curtiss D-12 en-
gines, as carried on at the Fairfield Depot. o

' Five Pl-B airplanes were ferried from the Curtiss factory at Garden.c;ty,Lgng.
Igland,to Wright Field early in February,by the following pilots from thisgkstation:
Capt.John G.Colgan; Lts. B .M.Giles,0.0.Niergarth,Chas,W.0'Connor and F.E.Chqatle.

_* lLBowling averages on the Post Gynasium for gerio@ Nov,1,1926, to February 15,
1927, are as follows: the seven highest in each division being given: Lt.Bartron,

163; Maj.Robins, 162; W.0.Brewer,151; Lt.Hamlin,159; Capt.Laughlin,151; Li, Savage,
151; Lt. Stewart,150, Ladies == MNrs,Robins,135; Mrs, Brown,132; lirs.Myers, 132; _
Mrs. Van Pelt,lZﬁ; Mrs.Thickstun,117; Mrs.Dunlap,114; Mrs.Dooney,109. Enlisted men-
Pvt Highie,163;Pvt.Britch,163; PvtiSherman,157; Sgt.Flynn,154; Sgt,Plglemeler,lSZ;
Sgt.Dooney ,146; Civilians -- Messrs. Van Pelt,176; Stephens,léa; Williams,141; F.

Harris,137;T.H.Brown,135;Hargrave,133 ;Myers,126. Individual high game, Mrs, Myers,
207; Pvt. Britch, 253, :
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Iaformation Division

"Munitions; Building
Alr Corps

_April 26, 1927 Washington, D. C, _

The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero=-
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, Nationael Guard
and others connected with aviation. '
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS COMMENDED FOR ACTS OF BRAVERYfV/

lieuts. Barle H. Tonkin and Eugené E. Batten, Air Corps, were recently.comf

mended for their cool-headedness and bravery in extremely +trying situations while
piloting an airplane., ' ' : ‘ S a -
‘ The incident involving Lieut, Tonkin occurred while he was returning from Wask-
ingtoa to Dayton, Ohio, in a DH-4Ml airplane. When over the city of Springfield,
Onio, a comnedting rod of his engine broke, punching a large hole in the cranmkcase.
Gasoline and oil spouted out, throwing flames over the plane and through the cockpit
over Lieut., Tonkin. This officer stated afterwards that he had utter confidence in
his parachute and considered jumping, but then thought that the burning plane might
fall in the city and cause a serious fire and perhaps deaths. He, therefore, de=-
cided to stay with the plene, glided to an open place on the édge of the city and
landed it. The plsne was very badly damaged in landing, due to the extremely rough
ground. Lieut. Tonkin then jumped cut and completed the extinction of the fire.by
rubbing his gloves aleng the burning fabric of the fuselage, slightly burning his
hands in the process, . ' ' : .

In a letter to Lieut. Tonkin, the Hon. Dwight ¥. Davis, SecretarY'bf War ,state: :

' "I have been informed that while flying over the city of Springfield,Ohio,

your plane caught on fire due to a broken connecting rod and that instead of i
mediately using your parachute, you, at the risk of your own life, glided the
burning plane to the edde of the city, thus preventing undoubted loss of life ..
and property of the egitizens. of Springfield. ~ .

" "It is my desire to commend you on your judgment and coolness in this try-
ing situation and to assure you that your action is worthy of the highest
tradition of the Air Corps.” - = , .

In the case of Lieut. Batton, the incident occurred during a night flight in
the vicinity of Dayton, Ohio, when experiments were being conducted with a certain
type of bomb, Lieut, Batten piloted a Douglas Transport, and the passengers in the
plane were Captain A.W. Stevens, Lieuts. J.M. McDonnell and George W. Goddard, and

Mr, Oswald, The laiter was dropping the boumbs, with small parachutes attached,
through an aperture in the floor of the fuselage of the Transport. Normally a time
fuse sutomatically explodes the bomb when at a distance of about 600 feet behind th.e
carrying plane. The first bomb was released while the plane was circling over .
Wright Field, Fairfield,Ohio, at an altitude of about 1300 feet. Through a defective
fuse the bomb exploded: prematurely about ten feet under the ship, between the rear
cockpit and the +ail, The heavy impact shook the ship throughout and the flash
temporarily blinded all the personnel .on boarde o '
Lieut, Batten immediastely found that the elevator control was seriously affecw:
ed, and he had %o use all the strength .in his knees and arms to hold the control;
forward end keep the ship in flying position. In this emergency he displayed‘grea?
cool-headedness, courage and flying ability. Concluding that the ship was seriouslt’
damaged, he instdntly endeavored to warn all personnel to take 4o their parachutes,
Not being able, however, to obtain immediate communication with those in the fuse=
lage, he determined to land the ship if it was in any way possible, After further
testing the contrcls he found that there was a chance to bring the plane and all
aboard to earth in sefety. So skillfully did he meneuver the damaged airplane that
a good landing was made in the datkness on Wright Field, with the aid only of the
landing lights with which the airplane was equipped, :
When the imperiled airmen reached terra firma it was learned that all of thenm
* had been prepared to jump with. their parachutes after the first shogk of the ex-
plosion. An examination of the airplane disclosed that 2ll wooden ribs in the
trailing edges of the lower wings and some in the upper wings were broken and dew
tached. Two steel compression members between the lower longerons were bent up in
V-shape, and the ribs in the tail structure which, fortunately, wero of Dupalumin'
metal construction throughout, were bent to a reverse camber, resarding the Lif%

ay

power and elevator control of the plane. The fabric on the bottom of the fuseluge
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wa torn into shreds and loosened on the tail wings and other surfaces of the
fuselage. ' ' " ‘ '
The grest advantasze of steel construction in aircrait wes forcibly demonstrated
his incident, for had thihe tail of the plene been of wood construction it would
nave been destroved and the plaene wouvld doubtlése have ingfantly gone into a nose
dive, makiag it difficult for the pilot and his four passengers to jump with thelr
purachuies, ' . A R | |
In recommending thet Lievt, Batten be offivially commended for his bravery, the
Chief of Alr Corps siatedi--- "1 thoroughly believe that Lieut. Batten's coolness,
hie skill and determination are Girectiy responsible Tor saving the lives of these
four nen whe were flying with him,"” . : »
In concluding his letter of commendation to Lieut. Batten, the Hon. F. Trubee
Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, stated: --~ . :
"I4 is my desire to commend you on your goolness in this emergency, your .
akill and determinction which saved the lives of the four men flying with you.
Vour action is worthy of the highest tradition of the Alr Corps and the Unitec
States Arfay." ' B '
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' PILOTS GRADUATE FROM ADVANCED FLYING STHOOL -

With the recent graduation dence and the graduation exercises several days latl
er, another class of rirnlane nilots passed out to sugment Uncle Sam's aerial force.
The dance was well attended, a5 was the graduation ceremony, many fron other fields
attonding. The class of pilots just graduated from the Kelly Field pdvanced Flying
School were confronted with exceptional difficulties due to the inusual bad weather
during the latter pert of the course, which necessitated some crowding of the work
£0 comply with the curriculum. The graduation exercises were carried out in the
Aviation Club at Kelly ¥ield, with Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahm, Commanding the
Ait Corps Training Ceénter, presiding. - ' S T

‘The address wos delivered by Major-General William D. Connor , Commander of the
Second Division and Fort Sam Houston. Diplomas were presented by Major Frank M,
Andrews, Commavdant of Xelly Field, and Major Carlyle H. Wash, Executive Officer,
presented - the wings, General Connor presented the fiying cadets with their reserve
commissions, ' o oL

The new class of 46 officers, 3 enlisted men and 35 Flying Cadets, a total of
84 students, the names of whom were given .in the last issue of the NEWS LETTER,
Wit the exception of Lieut, Motzieldt of the Norwegian Alr Service, Lieut. D.S.
Cornwell of t