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YOL.IX  AIR SERVIGE NRWS LETTER LN9.1
Information Division E L Nunltlons Building =
Air Serviee - __danuary 7,1925 " '"ﬁ Washlngton D.C,

The purpose of thig lettér is to keep the personnel of the Air Service, both
in Washington and in the field, informed as to the activities of the Air Service
‘in general, and for release to the public press.

_FOR RELEASE January 10, 1925 [ o
P HOW IT FEELS TO PILOT A PLANE ON A NIGHT BOMBING MISSION )

The- following ig an interesting.account of-the night bombing missﬂpn, expe-
rienced by First Lieutenant Robert S. Worthington, Air Service, Luke Field, T.H,,
during the recent Hawaiian Department maneuvers, in which the Alr Service played
a very important part.

Tre mission was a bombing raid. laid over a des1gnated course, protected by a
'series of- Searchlight Batteries, and the third Air Service mission of the maneuvers
‘which took from one hour to two hours and a half to complete. Only those who are
familiar with the terrain and weather condition of the Islands can really apprec-
iate Liéut. Worthington's predicament, which is herewith explained in detail: .

‘"Refore taking off at Kuhuhu, Island of Oahu, two fires were lit near a stone

t Wall and one ahead on the sand dunes for use in case of forced landings, or fail~

ure of the searchlight,

) "At the time of take-off it was raining, and clouds were gathering over theé
nearby mountains, giving a ceiling of 1000 feet, Liéutenant Jesse A. Madarasz’
took off first and c1rc1ed clockwise over the land ahead, and then Lieutenant
Landon Ci Catlett, Jr,, took off, circling counter clockw1se over, the sgea., 1 iook»
off and proceeded straight ahead, burningiaHolt wing flare.

"The other planes 1mmed1ately fell into a "V" formation, and proceeded out -
to gea, We attained 8000 feet altltude, and upon approaching Schofield Barracks
we changed to bombing formation and made the required two trips over that Post.
There was a light, low haze below us through which we could clearly see the Post,
but the searchlights could not pick us up.. Overhead and before us the stares were
shining, though below over Kole Kole pass and the mountains the/rain and clouds
.were thick,
~ "We were proceedlng, still in bomblng formation, out toc sea, intending to
" return via Barber's Point, and I had just got a glimpse of Barber's Point light
when we were enveloped in a thick cloud full of sleet and snow. This covered my
goggles, which I had to remove, and used no more,

"Thinking of the two ships behind I immediately stuck the Martln 8 nose dowm,
but Lieutenant Catlett, wno 4id the same, passed over me hardly ten feet away, I
then tried to hold some elevation, about 4500 feet, since that was about the level
of the top of the mountaln below,-

"Flylng about for some minutes I saw a dull rad1an+ glow that I "eCOﬁn17ed as
a gearchlight beam, and, diving dowm, I came out of the clouds. about 500 feet above
the ground in a heavy rain. - .

"A great many searchlights were now turned on the shlps and o‘ly after fi
ing several Very light signals were they taken off. Through the rain it was. n*‘d
. to see the few lights below after the searchlights were removed so I circled - .
around the lights, trying to,piace myself, There was another small settlement-with
~ lights showing nearby, and when the rain decreased enough to let me see it I flew

theré and circled over them awhile, knowing there could be no mountains between.

" At times the rain and clouds made it all black, and I was. intending to have the
observer and radio men jump in their chutes. Finally I made out dimly two search=-
lights laid along the ground, head to head, and thought it might be Wheeler Field
or Luke Field. As I looked I saw three parachutes come dovm, and thought those in
one of the other shlps had jumped.. It turned out that these "chutes" were Very

lichts blown by. the wind and dimmed by the rain and ‘clouds ,

"Seeing a clear momeni we flew owver and I said, ‘Where are we" .

. "Ag I couldn't do much looking, the observer Sald,?'lt s water!' I glanced

over and saw the rlpples of the water.in the searchlight beams.' It really wasg a
heavy wind blowing the wet grass. I then was all at sea, for. the lights which had
at first checked with Schofield now checked with no place I knew. :

"After flying about for some time all the street lights below were turned on
and immediately recognizing Schofield Barracks I proceeded on the mission, flying
well out' to sea, as had been nrevxously arrangad in case of the planeu gettlng
separated. -

By the time I rePched Fort Xamehameha I saw one of the two other shlps com=
ing back to ‘the airdrome at Luke Field,
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FOllOWlng thls shlp I rompleted the m;ss;on 1nd 1aﬁded "
AJRGHIP TC*4 RULLS Up %UMM F1 XTNU T;NW

. Durlng the .second week in December th Alrshlp TC 4 at Langley Fleld Veﬂ. o
flew four out of the five working days, 29 flvéhhs being ‘made. Colonel I.F.Fravel
of the Office of the Chief of Air Service came 40 Langley Field on.Decembar 15%h
and made nine flights, piloting the TC-4., On other flights officers of the Hsavier=
than-Air branch were taken up as passengers, also Captain S. B Clxnard Fllght Sur=  /
geon at Langley Field, s

FOREIGV DUTY TN THE UNITLD ”“ATFS .

“Our Langley Fleld Correspondent states that Lleut. “Blll" Boyd who came to
Langley Field in October from Panama for the bombing manguvers had the good luck
to miss all the transports back to Panamd se far and is still d01ng hlq foreign
service in the good old United Statee, At the present time he is ca rrisd on deé<
tached service at- Langley Field, special duty at MéCook | Jield, -and is on a cross=-
© country .at Scott Field helplﬂg "Cupld" Flinter do his stuff W1th ‘the "Wart" Sperry
Messenger and the- llgntez—than :air ship. Cur. Correapondent aske'eomeone to please
tell him just what - Bwll‘ status really 1s, outelde of belng on foremgn eerv1ce en ]
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the United 3ta+ee. o L
/;,/’/” h'. S : GIVE US SONGS 'OF THE AIR SERVICE ’ e *ﬁ““‘ '
. It has been observed that at’ gatnerln@s of Air Sérvice men at dlnners or other ) 7'%

functions there has been a noticeable absence of songs. 'At’such gatherings there
is nothlng like ‘a'song or two to keep things lively, especially between courses at
a dinner-. Sonv is one of the greatest mediumg for the 855001at10n of- 1deas., We .-
may hum a 11ttle tune and ehen instantly asscciate 1t with. somé - event whlch had -
been forgotten with the pagsing years.

‘We would request our readers to send in to the Office Chlef of Alr Serv1ce
any suggestlons they may have for Air Service- songs. They should be ,short, of on]y

one or two verses. each, and wrltten so ag to be sunp to tunes which are familler‘. IR
and easy to sing., ! ,,ﬂ

if a sufficient number of these songs are recelved 1t is proposed to heve a - ﬂ
comm1+tee select those best adaptaed for the ‘purpose in view, and- those selected wvll R
be published in the NEWS LETTER ard other Air Service publlcat ons and at’ the Same . ;' .:5

tlme & number of songs struck of f fo“ use at Air Servlce gatherlngs.~-

et

,?f‘”(} o GENERAL PAmRICK VISITS LAneL )Y FIELD q.ﬂ

: Major-General Mason M. Patr1ck, Chief of Air Ser v1ce . was a visitor at ﬂaﬁgIey;
~Fleld Hampton Va, on the 15th ard 1l6th of Decnmaez. The General came down from
Washlngton by boat and ‘landed at the Naval Bade nea’ WorfoTk A lepkc of five
plenes wag ‘dispatched from the Jield to escort the General to The field. On the
evening of the 15th a dance was given at the Officers’ Club in his hoxor, and it.

- was. attended by all officers and ladiss of +he Post gs.well as. sevnral otfwwer '
Afrom I?‘or*’cress Monroe.: Although General Patrick was unable to pay. a dengthy visit
to the Post on this trip, he seemcd well p;ea3=d with .the Nav the work is being
carrled out at Langley under the cOmnand of \agoz Westover. "He promlgod to'pay .a .
more lengthy visit to the fleld, gome’ five or six daye, early in the, sprlng, and ','
all the offlcers of the field are. anxloueij a*alulay that tlme. -

RESLPVE OFFICEPS IN ThA”WIW” AT LQNGLFY FIELD ,

The old saying that orice flying eets you “you w111 never give. it up must be
true. Eight Reserve QOfficers from msny parts of the Staces have just finished aA
two weeks® couree at -Langley Field, Va., and even in fre°21ag'meather they were
‘more ‘than anxious to puch "Jennlec" around the Airdrome. biﬁe few who were so .
unfortunate as to fail to get by the flight surgeon did not\give up hope, aﬂd came .
‘to the line every morning and were usually given good long cold rides .in Martin
_ Bombers and .D.H.'s., From now on a class of Recerve Qfficers is expeqzed 1n ~once
. a month for, two weeks' courses. |, -

On, December 13th a gigantic aerlal rev1ew was taged fdr all Peserve Offlcere'
in the v1c1n1ty, and afterwards a luncheon was given them at the 0fficers”’ Llub
Where all the modern equlpment of allplwnem wag on. QlSUlaj for their benefit. Whlle
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- watching the review and looking ower the Guulpment many a longlng look was deen

to pass over the fuaces of the officers who at one time weré in the service and
formed part of our Air Serv;ce. Some day, writes our Ccerrespondent, we hope that
eagh and evory one wao 30 deS1res will reburn to the fold.. | e
. v
HAWAII'S NE D FOR JAﬂDING ELDSJ

b

Hllo s need of an airplane landing field was brought home more- keenly than

“* ever when Lieut, Joseph A. Wilson of the 4th Observation Squadron, Wheeler Field,

Oahu, T.H., recently circled over the city, dropped a message, and returned to

E Parker Ranch whereé two planes had 1andeﬂ earlier in the day. Lieut . Wilson?s

“message. read: :

"We would like to d10p in and see you thls moraing if you only had a 1and~
ing field. Air Service unit, Wheeler Pleld, is visiting Parker Ranch. Kohala is
condemning 12 acres of cane fleld for a landing field."

Immediately upon receipt of the message, Dr. Milton Rice, Pr551dent of the
Chamber of Commerce of Hilo, wrote ,a -letter to Lieut., Wilson acknowledging re-
ceipt of ‘the mesgapge- and assuring h1m that the Chamber is doing everything in
its power-to provideé fot just such occasions as.this. The land is already se-
lected, said Dr. Rice, and while it will cost considerable money to put .it into

. shape 1t ig the hope’ of the Chamber that everythlnd Wlll be in readiness shortly

after the first of the year.

) ACTIVITIVS OF SAN ANTONIO AIR INT ERMEDIA‘E DEPOT FOR:NOVEMBER

The Engineering Dendrtrent of the San Antonlo Alr Intermediate Depot Kelly
Field, Texas, under the direction of lst Lieut., Clemeuts MMcMullen, completely"
OVGTh&ulBQ and repalred the following airplanes and airplane engines -during the
month of November:. Airplanes - 8 DH-4B; 7 Di=4i-1, 8 b~5E 4 JN6H1, 1 DH-4B-=1,
1 DH~-4B-2, 1 Vought VE-9, 1 MB=34, 1 DH-4B~P~1;' Englnos - 38 Liberty -1R2A, 23
Wright-E, 5 erghu-l ? Wright A-Z ‘o . I

A,

NOKE SCREEN EXPERIMENTS AT FORT BENNING, GaN

Staff Sergeant L. P, Hudson with Corp. J. F.,Zombro as passenger, . both sta—
-tioned at Phillips Field, Aberdeen Provlng .Grounds, Md., receatly flew in an
NBS~1 smoke sereen ship to Fort Bennlng, Qa., to lay a series. of smoke screens
in connection with the Chemical Warfare. Serv1ée., Five screens were laid, all.
-being very successful.- On the return trip to Phllllpe Field. stops werne made at
Savannah, Ga,, Pope FleT a4y N. C., and Bolllnq Field, D.C. ' '

+

w—— NB3-1 FITTED WITH DUAL’ CONTRO d
v . .

The Lnglneer;ng Department at Phllllpq Field, Aberdeen Prov1ng Grounds Md.,
receat‘y comp;etea work on fitting an NBS-1 w1tn dual controls., This will now
make it easier for all those concerned with long bomolar and high altitude trips
bécausé it will now be possible 6 have an altgrnate wllot where formerly one’
pllot had to fly the complete trlp. )

e

‘A UNIQUE NI‘GHT "FLYING RXPERIENCE \ e

Lieut, Charles G. Pearcy, Air Service, stationed at Post Field, Fort 5111,
Okla., had a rather unusual and exciting experlence one night a few weeks ago
when he attempted td fly from Norman, Okla., back t¢ Post Field. At eleven
o'clock, just before he started, he telephoned that he would arrive in about
forty mlnutes. The line - gang walued on the field until about two o'clock in
the morning, but he did not shéw up until about noon the next day. Here is his
account of the flight: e . :

"The moon was shining brightly when I took off frOm the'field at Norman
and:I was -confident that I could make Post Tield in less than.an hour, -However
-about fifteen minutes out I ran into a driving rainstorm with clouds and fog
so thick that it completely obliterated the moon, becoming quite dark.

_— ”3xvqg ne compass £0 guide me and unaﬂle to see the stars nor-to didtin-
cuish ahy familiar laadmarke, I got off the course and after flying an Mour and
a hel{ knew positively that I was lodt. Now and tnel I passed over a.small "’
group of ‘1¢“+° which I knew were small towns, OUu had no idea. wnatefer of my
loratjon,i - ' ’ _ .
~3- L ‘ ; _ v-zss,so, AdSa




After flying two and a half hours, knowing nothing would bve gained by fly~
ing aimlessly until my supply of gasoline was exhausted, I d801d8d to trust to
1uck and the: Grace -¢f God 'and try to make a lwndmng.v:v

- Idling the motor I nosed down and turned on the- spotl)ghts w;th whlch ‘my

: plane was equipped, flying aleng a Tew: feet above the ground until T, came to 2
comparatively level place of large enough dimensions' that I believed I could get
the ship down, Circling back over the same course three tlmes to make sure of the
lay of the ground I settled down,

Luck was with me and I made a perfect 1and1ng in, what proved to be an alfdlfa

Jpatch, There I waited for dayllght._

o When. it was light enough to see I dlscovered that I "had landed between two

wstraw gtacks so close tOgether that ‘there was’ Just room fOr the plane to squeeze.

' through.- I doubt very much if I could have done it in broad dayllght "

el THF WRONG LIEUT. BURGESo

1

< Qur Correspondent from Klndley Fleld ‘Fort Mllls, P I., states that through
sverror Lieut. -Géorge ‘H. Burges;, formerly statloned there, was given credit- for a

i woflight madé by Lisut. Walter K. Burgess, A.S., Kindley Field. The following ;

‘‘letters from the: Commanding Officer of Fort Mills and the Commandlng General

RN Phlllpplne Department -are self explanatory

"HEADQUARTERS o '
COAST DEFENSES OF MANILA AND SUBIC BAYS
" FORT MILLS PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

S T R June 17 1924.,
« Subject: Commendatlon.

"a:_To:f »‘ - Commandlng General Phlllpplne Department Manlla, P I.

I

1. on Tuesday, June 10, 1st Lieut.L.H. ThdmpSOn, Ce A.C., commandlng at
Fort Wint, sent in an urgent request for & surgeon, he having developed abscess-
es in both'ears. Storm'condiﬂions prevented sendlng a plane and no boat was
available, ' i
2,° On June 11, a second urgent wire was recezve& and conditions not having
* . changed, the- Commandlng General, Phlllpplne Departnient, was requeésted to arrange
+ for a Naval Surgeon to-attend- from (langapo, For reasons unknown this assistance

'*>requested by the Commanding General, ' Philippine ‘Department, was' not forthcomlng.

"3+ To solve the question, lat Lieut. WK, Burgess, A.S., :in gpite of.

R dangerously -rough water and constant succession of rain® and wind. squalls, pro=

ceeded to Fort Wint, with Captain Keeler, m.C.,-and emergency operation ‘at night
‘relieved conditions and Captain Keeler, W1th nis patient were brouvht to the Post
Hospital by launch on June 12, -

. 4. I consider this a very commendable case of performance of a dangerous
““'duty on-.the’ part of Lieut. Burgess, and somethlng more than this on the part of «-
Captain Keeler and who in spite of the dangerous ‘conditions and the presence of

“his w1fe nevertheless cheerfully made the trip 1n the interest of duty. .
' 5.~ Lieutenant Burgess-and Captain Keeler are in my opinion deservlng a.
pQClal commendation though neither seems to be aware of hav1ag done anythlng out
of the ordinary.
MALIN CRAIG,
Commanding,W

‘ "HEADQU dnms PHILIPPINE DE,PARTMENx
' " Menila,. Py I, -

.Subject; -Commendatlon.'~' g - ' -
- To: ++ lst Lieut. Walter® Ke Burgess Air Serv1ce. (Th"u Commandlng General
BN Coast Defenses of Manlla and Sublc Bays ) LT :

l, There has been recelved at these Feadquartera'an OfflClal report of an
incident occurring ‘on June~1l,°1924, in Whlch the conduct of" yourself and of
' ‘Captain Maxwell G. Keeler Medlcal Corpq wa of 80 meritorlous a nature as to
“be worthy of special’ commendatlon.»« ' '

2. ' On the date mentioned the commandlng offlcer of Fort Wint, nav1ng dev-
eloped acute abscesses in both ears, sent an urgent wireless message to Fort Mills
for the serv1ces of a surgeon. No boat was then available at the latter place,
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and dlthough there was raging at the time a reavy storm accompanied by intermit-
tent rains and high seas,; .you promptly and, choprfuily ‘undertook the dangerous duty’
of piloting Capt. M:G.¥eeler, M.C., to Fort Wint by hyd;uplane, thus enabling

Capt. Keeler to Lell(Vb the rcnﬂltlon of LlPut - Thompson tnat nlght by an cmer-
gancy: operation, - :

v 3 Gal]antry in ihe pe fornince of a dangeroua duty is no l@ss pralseworthy
than in war. Your xllllng 1creot4qce of personal risk in. order that you might
pllot a vurgeun 140 the prompt relief of a brother ofcher is an example of unself-
ish and courageous devotion to duty that refle els crudlt uOOn the Service of whlch; .
we both are members. : : . B

Sgd G.W.READ
Major: Gpnerul UeSa A.,
Cormahdlng "

VJNFW AVfA ION FIBLJ AT OKLAHOMA CITY ’
All: the pliots from Post FlPld Fort Slll 0nla., aitended the oponlng of

the- Oklahoma City . Aviation: Field on. Sunday, Decpmber ]4th.: A crowd of &bout
25,000 people was- pzeqent,ai the opening and witnessed the performance.‘ Tney were

-‘much interested in theé Martin Bomber from Kelly Field, as most of them ‘had never

seen a ship larger than a DH4. Ohe thlnﬁ hovever marred somewhat the feellng of

'xellowshlb and . ﬁo~operut10n which marked .the cclebratlon. ‘Several c1v111an pilots.

took advantage of the free gas, oil and ‘other. accommodatlons afforded by the Cham-"
ber of Commerce to better themselves flnaw01ally by taking up pasqengero. «They ..
also refused to do the stunts. suheduled unless a large sum of money, was guaran=- .
teed. As n¢ admigsion was charged, ovorythlnc being free, no fundﬂ were available,

The pilots from Post Field who took part in the program were: Captain Rich-
ard H, Ballard, Lieuts., Donald (. .Stitt, Thomas L. Cilbert,John F, McBlain, Charles
G Pearcy, and Tech. Sergeant Linus D, Frederlvk. '

APM. TO PHDTOGRAPH SUV ECLTPQE j

On the occasion of *he ecllpje of the gun, Whlch takes place on January 24,
1925, the,Chief . of. Alr Service has 1nutruoted +he Gommanding Officer of. McCook
F;eld Dayton Ghio, to cooperate in every. posulee way with Dr.David Todd Pro-
fessor -Emeritue.of Aatronomy and Navigation of Amherst College in attemptlng to;
secure by means of ‘photography from an airplane -at high alultude, photographs of
this eclipse, The details of this photographlc flight are to be arranged between
Dr. Todd and -the Commanding Officer of HcCook Field.

The fllght to be made by the Air Servxce to. photograoh the ecllpse of the sun
is only one of a series of flights made for the purpose of recording the sun 's
corona, It was the idea of Dr..David Todd, tnat. it is possible to ohotograph the
corona of the sun at any time by going hlgh enough. Formerly it has been possible
to photograph this corona only during a total eclipse. From 1833 to 1922 all
photographs of the sun's corona were made durlng total eclipses. This was due to
thé fact that in full sunlight the corona is projected.upon.a sky background of
atmospheric particles strongly illuminated by direct solar rays. The contrast be-
tween the corona and its background.is so ,slight that photograahs w1ll not show the
corona.,. Atnosohevlc dust also hampers photcgraphing the corona from the ground.
At 13,000 feet, we are above one-third of the entire atmospheric mass ‘and above
practlcally all .of the atmospnerlc dust. mhe hlrhef the celllno; the better pic-
ture will be made but 15,000 to 18,000 feet hes been found tc be satlsfactory.
This experiment was flrst made at Wlaml Fia., 11'Ma1cq ¢9~4, ‘and good. plctures'.
were secured. -To neutralize the jar and vibration of the camefa, no wood or metal
contdet is permitted between the camera and +he &lxbliﬂe. The cam°ra is secured in
the cockpit by heavy cotton- covered ruhbe‘ rope,' The Ullot pfes to his. max*mum
ceiling then -cuts off ‘his -efigine and giides ae sJow;y as poscleG in a ctralﬁht
line away from the sun. The ohserver adjus 5. the finder on the. camera go that the
sun's image will be in the center of. the olcture desired, and exposes several
negatives. With the usual movie camera the sclar image Wlll be about one-twelfth
of an inch in diameter. If carefully. sqcured_and focuged, the solar image on the
film shovld appear in a succession of small black and practically circular disks.
The film is developed with weak solution and very slowly., When the thin streamers
or brushes of light make tnelr appearance around the edge of the black solar disk,
the devploplna is stopped as this is a phenomeron which it is desired to show, rPhe
best films for this work are those double covered with emulsioa and Dr. Todd plans
to experiment with filme packéd with a mixture whish is reddLly soluble in the
developer, In the experiments ahove Miami, uUCﬂ intense cold was found at the
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high altitudes that thc o¢l which lubricated the samera froze and caused the camera

to stick and jam, . it wes found necessary before.going up to wash off all of the

0il with gasoline and'then 0il the bearings will aleokol. At 15,000 feet the sun's 'y

rays are from three to five times more powerful than they are on the grouand and ¥

color screeng are necessary.to dampen the full sunjight. Such ‘screens are used as :

will permit only bluish and‘violet rays to aet upon the film.  During the period of

. the total eclipse, the corona of theé sun will. be much more easy to photograph, but

.- the method suwgesﬁed‘py Dr.- Todd should permit the corona to be photographed at any )
time,, ' » ' ' C : < S '

hof)

COMVERCIAL_AVIATICH -ABROAD

The, .following are’ extracts from a report submitted to The Assistant Secretary
of War through the Chief of Air Service by an officer designated to'study commer-
cial aviation abread who has just returned to the Unlted Stateo after travelllng
more. than 6,000 miles by air over Europe.

In the five years from 1919 to 1923, 1nclu81ve, xurOpean air lines have cov=~
ered 13,015,600 miles - equivdlent to 520 complete circuits of the world at the
equator = and have trawsported 115,225 passengers, 1,400,000 pounds of mail and o 2
7,600,000 pounds of goods, - It is estlmated that durlnv 192ﬂ,an additional 4,800,000 &
mllev w111 be flown on regular air schedules and over 50 000 passengers tranoportod.

" Air transporuatLon lines are in reguldr operation, 1n England, France, Switzer=- :
land, Hungary, Roumauia, Polend, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, and other «-
European. countriesg. Covernments are showing yroat Anterest in developlnp commercial

zeronautics and contributiag llberally to its support and encOuragement in spite- b
of the serious financial :difficulties which many of the Contlnental natlons have
been facing during the years since the War.e L . o :

Y
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- From Africa_td Finlead by Al ~

Paggengers may be booxed by q1r, th1ough any of the regu]ar travel agencies, <
from London via Paris and Vienna to Conatdntanple or via Berlin t¢ Mogcow, Russia,
or Helsingfors, Finland; from Paris to Copenhagen, Denmark; from Toulouse, France .

to Casablanca, Morocco, in northern Africa; and on a score of other routes.

The volume of pa sspngex traffic is 1ncr@a51ng eévery year, niore taan 1,000
passengers . a week ledv1np Loondon by air for the Cdntinent during certain seaaons of
the summer, Thé majority of these passengers out of London are American tourists
and it is estimated that over 35, 000 AmﬁrlcanQ'V1°1tlnﬂ Furope have thus av01d9d
crossing the channel by boat, ' :

‘ Germans and’ Dutch appear to take up air uravel moat naiurally and readily, 3
then the Dnollsh and finally the French. In Gérmany travel by air is not consid- '

~ered to he. any more hazardous than by rail and the ordinary llfe insurance policies
apply w1thout dlotlnctlon to both forms of trunsnortatlon. :

-

- Valuabla Goods Safer by Alr -
”he records of FurOpean commerGLal air services 1ndlcate that financial mat- .

“ters, merchandise uﬂd freight of all kinds may often be transported by air with )
greater, safety xrom loss or damage than by the usual channsla of bost or rail, The-
insurance rates, for example, for all risks including theft, on articles such as -
dresses, furs, jewelry, fragile goods, light machinery,. etc., between London and ¢
Paris or Amsterdam are several times. les" by air than by boat and rail. Much gold .
bar and.silver are shlpned ‘aerosy the cnanjel by alr, one pldne alone hav1ng car-
ried $2,000,000 worth, .

The pr1n019al 1nveators in the naticdnal ‘air llnPS of Germany, Hollaad Eng]and -
“and France are the leading industrial, shippiag, bank king and forwarding organlzatu 5
ions of Burope. They are convinced tnat air +ransoortatlon is destined to fill an :
important role in the econcmlc life of the Continent. In this respect the Europ-.
ean public is much more awake to the significance of aviation, both as an element
of naticnal defense and ag a tranoportaulon agent than is the American public.

)

S Government'sub51d1es to»Alr Llnes -

In England EHG‘1T¢II h Government has. credted an air monOpoly known as the
"Imperial Airways Limited", and voted a subsidy of 1,000,000 pounds sterling, cov=-
ering operations for the next ten years, In Holland an advance without interest
amounting to $5C0,000 has been made to the "Royal - Dutch Air Service" 'to aid the

national Dutch air line durlng the next four yearc~ Whlle France has voted an
© 6= v - V~5350 A.S.
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annual subgidy of 41,422 OOﬂ francs for ite commerclal services during the year
1924. '
In addition to the direct subsidy grants,:considerable indirect Government

- support is offered to promote the growth of commercial aeronautics by the estahlishe

ment of large airports at the principal cities, at which Government erected hanhPrs
and other facilities are rented to the operating companies for & nominal sum; hy
the free use of Government radio communications, by the development of technical
appliances for. commercial aviation, and in a number of other ways. In several
nstances’ municipal airports have been created at . the ‘expense of the cities as. at
Kcnlgsberg, Danzig, and Rotterdam, Berlin has a big munic¢ipal landlng field under
preparation at Tempelhofer Feld, which. may be reached from the center of the clty

by street car in less than twenty mlnutes.

- Unlted States cnd Burope Compared - - -

Furopean nations are faced with.m fundamental politieal difficulty in the
development of air lines. In Europe. the principal lanes of business exchange in
almost every instance involve flight over several countries., The United States,
on the other hand is probably better suited politically to the establishment of
self-supporting air lines than any other country in the world, by reason of its

-geographical extent, freedom from custom restrlctlons, common natlonal interests
‘and homogeneous business methods, :

- Conclusion =
Air tranSportation;under-suitable conditions may be conducted in the. United
States with 'a degree of safety, regularity and dispatch sufficient to establish

it as an important additional channel of commerce in the transportatlon resources

of the nation, -
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NOTES FROM AIR SERVICE FLELD

Langlev Field, Hampton, Va., November 28, : ' i
‘S0TH OBSﬁRVATION SQUADRON:

During +ho week Novemher 16th o 22nd-the total flying time for this Squadron
was' 18 hours and 45 minutse, which. included the following: 9 flights, T?ainlng o
Alrceratt-Crews, 2 flighte to Naval Base; 7 9ﬁrja1‘roc0nna135ance m1551ons, 11 :
routing tset *Ldﬁluq and 1-eross:country fiight. ‘

Due to inclement weather and the possibility of” the ob erver from ;reevlng to
death, the tests with tn¢ spotting instrument,.Model "E" were not conducted. This
lnSLrument is designed to be used by an observer in an Airplane or Balleon to per-
mit him to measure accurastely the distancs of .a falling shot from a given target
and the magnetic bezring of the w01n1 ‘of impact W1th reterence to the target at an
altitude above 4,000 feet, “ - - ’

We ook puascsqloﬂ of our new operatlons ‘buiiding and takE‘pPlde in knowlng
that we changed an old War~time,structure into a modérn and comfortable building,
From its appearance one can judge that the 50% h. Squadron is.well fortified with
carpenters and painters. - : co : _

Opday¥g “were received.assighing Captain Galloway to Langley Field. Captain'
Galloway will succeed Captain Arthur B. Easterbrook, our Commanding Officer.

20TH BOMBARDI\/ZENT SQUKDRQN: -

Thanksgiving was thoroughly enJode by eve:y memper of the 20th Squadron. The
mess Sght. excelled himself and satis fied everybody, which is no mean feat. Even
the notorious Upsle; Wiley and Gidbbs claimed that their dainty appétités were
sharpensd at the gight presented by the tables. ‘ ‘

‘ Lieut. CGrisham and Sgt. Avaritt returned from Kelly Field, having ferried
three Flight Surgeons from Mitchel Field, N.Y. to Kelly Field, Téxas, and-return,
They turned in a total of nearly seventy hours flying tims and the only trouble
encountsred was poor gasoline which caused slight carburetor trouble, The fact
that-so little trouble wags encountered is in itself remarkab]e for a heavy tyne
of c¢hip such ag the Mertin Bember,

ELEVENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADROﬁ

During the past week, owing to the inclement weather, the Eleventh Bombard-
ment Squeadrecn was unable to create its ususal total of flving time.

Thanksgiving Day took some of the monotony out of the week. The Eleventh
had a great dinner, the puests being Major and lirs. Piric, Lieuts. Kase, Collins
and Brady, Captain Hofstetter znd the very popular Commanding Officer of the Org=-
anization, Captain Early E.W. Duncan.

Langley Field, Hampton, Va., December 12,
SOTH OBSERVATION SQUADRON:

: During the week Novemher 30th to December 6th the £o11ow ving missionsg were,
particiveted in by the 50th Squadron: 1 Artlllpry liigsion co-cperatving with _
cast Artillery Unite at Fortress Moaroe, Va; 5 Cross-Country flights to Richmond’
and return; 2 Cross-country flights to Baltimors snd return; 1 cress—-countiry o
Naval Base and return; 6 Ship tests; 2 motor tests; 41 Flights for training Air-
craft crews; 15 Flights, instructing Reserve Officers. Total flyirg time for this
Squadron for the week was 35 hours and 35 minutes, with a total of 22 ¥lights.

ILt., William J. McKiernan,Jr, and Lt, William S. Wilgon were actively sngaged
in instructing Air Service Reserve Officers from different parts, of the 3rd. Corpe
Area, namely: Lieuts., Boudwin, HMumma, Foster, Younger, and PGECTSOH@

Captain Arthur E. Easterbrook,. Air Service, departed rrom this statign
December 6th for Spokane, Washington. Captain Horace N. Heisen is now acting
Commanding Officer of “nhisz Squadron during the absence of Captain Galloway, who
ig to dssume command upon his arrival from Richmond, where he was on duty with
the Organized Reserves.

The 50th Sguadron can boast of a poet in its rank, as testified by the fol-
lowing poetic piece dedicated to our @eparting C.0. = Captain Ezsterbrook.

- V=5350, A.S.

e

PR

- S

i~

&
P




T
Tat

W

-1

-t

A

9

L FARRWELL - ///

- You joined ug in the winter,
You leave us in the fall; _
You've'treated us like real men
And been the best of all,”
- You howe served with us for threa 1ong years
An example Jou have set,
We are trying hard to carry onn and
You never to forget. )
Our Squadrofi is.the best we know,
Qur record &an show the same - :
May we but be fortunate enough
‘To continue with our plans.
But now you go to the Pacific Coast
‘Where the sun shines every day, "’
May it shine its best upon your life
In the same old fashion way.
"And when you look back upon your past
.May you think of your comrades here,
‘And if you should need our help -
Just call on us from anywhere.
W, J.Napier.

S9TH SERVICE SQUADRON:

First Lieut. Bertrandias was placed on temporary duty at McCook Field,

Lieut. Hayward, Commander of the 59th, held an inspection of the barracks
personnel, and persoanel equipmeént on the 6th, JSergeant Hixon, while spending his
leave in Tennessee, was accidentally shot, while hunting. At last reports he was
resting easily at Ft, Oglethorpe, Georgia. Sergeants Hutchingon and Harrison and’
Private Garcia departed for Chanute Field to pursue a course of instructions at
the A.5.T.3,, for Automoblle Vcchlnlcs, Sheet Metal workers and Drafting res-
pectively, C

19TH AIRSHIP COMPANY:

The TC-4 flew only one day in the past week. On December 4th the ship made a
flight to Washington, D.C., taking as passenger Major Mars of the Chief of Air
Service Office., A landing was made at Bolling ¥ield., After exchange of passen-
gers the ship returned to this station.

96TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON:

The past week's inclement weather hindered materially the flying activities of
the Squadron, but taking it from all angles there were quite a number of flying-
hours rolled up. The outstanding occurrence of the week was the- crosg~ ~country
flight to Aberdeen, Md., of Captain K.C.Black. He was accompenied on this flight
by Lieuts. Lindeburg and Bowen. Lisut. J.M.Davies also made a successful cross-
country flight on the same date to the same destination. 'Lt. Davies was accomp=
anied on his flight by Lts. Atkinson and Crose, it being the latter's first cross-
country in-a bombardment plane. Everyone reporied that it was a pleaaant frip.

If "Jupe Pluvius" holds his horses during the coming week, it is hoped to fly at
least fifty hours during the ‘week, '

Thig past week was a week to bring gladness to -everyone concerned from sev-
eral standpoints. It wrote the finals to the installation of all equlpment nec=
essary to render the cross-country flight to Chanute Field of Lt.'s Lindeburg and
Powen 2 surety, and corisequently everyone is on his toes awaiting the order to de-

part. It is hoped that once they get under way there will be no undue trouble

experienced by anyone on the trip. To begin the week in regulatlon fashion every
ship was in the adr. for =zt least one hour on ifonday, with the exception of the two
superchargers, everyocne feeling disinelined to shake hands with Old 30l at the
time, Until some Eskimos are unearthed hereabouts it is a matter of some uncert-
ainty when it will be accomplished, To c¢hronicle another chapter to the week's
évents. the Squadron Basket Ball team journeyed to Fort Monroe Gym and locked

-9= } K V-5350, A.S.




horns with the Phoebus Mosse (caribou or relndeer) Ybasketeers and, although they
suffered defeat at the hands of their rivals, it was by no means a decisive one,
for their oppowents won only by a margin of five points, the final score being
35 t0 30, The locals were well ahead until -the second half;whea lack of coordi=
nation caused their dowafall. 2 We expect future practice will enshle them to
remedy their misztakes, and put them in top~-notch shape for future contests,

The excellent playlng of Jack Burt and George Saltzgever featured the argu-
ment, and the phenomenal long shots of the center of the opposing team, .Taking
into consideration the fact that it was the locals' initial appearance tc gs,nex
this season, and that the Phoebus team has played to date seven games and won them
all, it was a very creditable showing on the part of the Squadron vesm.

The Squadron team and a bevy of rooters will again journey t6 Fort Monros
and engage in combat the disciples of the flMost Worshipful Can A'la Cosmolene!
known to the rest of the Army as Battery "B", 6lst scions of the Coast Artillery
Corps. e sincerely hope that they are rpndered "Hors de Combat' from the time
the whistle blows, and that the last decision .is totally reversed. “Time-alone
will tell", as the clock has been knomm to say.

20TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON:

The Squadron regrets that- Captain Hale is stlll conflned to hls quarters
through illness and we hope that he Wlll be well enough to return to duty in thse
very near future,

The 20th 3quadron is hlghly elated over the v1ctory of its Basket Ball team
over the Tort Monroce Post Team.,. The latter was considered a crack team and in
beating them the 20th boys placed themselves among the most-to-be-feared teams in
the district. 'Lieut. Sutter, the Squadron Recreation Officer, is confident that
they will make an even better showing before the season is over.

Rapid progress is being made on the new Squadron quarters, and it is expeoted
that they willsoon be ready for occupancy. We all hope @3, and so ‘does the Mes
Sergeant, who has reported a decided increase in the consumptlon of hig wares since
we have been in the temporary quarters, no doubt owing to the fact that we wilk
nearly half a mile for each meal this hav1ng a tendency to sharpen our already
lusty appetites

All the Rcﬂerve Offncers of the 20th Squadron are now flying Martin Bombere
which is greatly increasing the daily flying time of the Sguadron. WNone of +hé;
Twentieth Officers are calm weather pilots and, regardless of slight]y';nclﬁmekt“
weather, several hours flying time is rolled up 4o the credit of the. oquadron each
day.

" 11TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON:

Luring the past week, on account of the weathsr baing so inclement and severe-
ly cold, it was. impracticable for this Squadron to do much flying.

‘ yljing time for the past week totalled 13 hours and 45 minutes, embracing 28
fllghta.

The day following Thank501V1nz, the Eleventh BOmbardment Squadron had a little
excitement, Through some means or other, the Barber Shop étove set the roof on
fire, The alarm was immediately turned 1n and while WalthF for the fire depart~
ment, the noble fire fighters of the Eleventh quickly sef to work and used tha
four fire extinguishers of the Squadron., After destroying about fifteen or twenty

cents' worth-of Barber supplies, they succéeded in puttiag the fire out.  When it

was all over but the shouting, the Langley Field Fire Départment came on the scene,

headed by its noble and btrave chief, who with quick wit and deteérmined ordsrsg .
quickly set his men to work in re-~putting the fire out. We have a great deal of
thanks to the Chief for his bravery and clever handllﬂg of a pyrene fire extin=-
gulsher. His work shouldbesg wmodel for any man,

Wilbur Wright Field,.Fairfield; Qhio, December 5.

Major H.J.Knerr and Sgt, Bissiot, flew two DH's to Chanute. Field, taking with
them two enlisted men who are about to be enrolled in the Air Service Technical
School at that Station. These two soldiers had previously been. flown from Langley
Field to Wilbur Wright Field.

Lieut. C.E.Bond, proceeded by air from pgagion in a DH, his destlnatlon being
Phillipg Field, Aberdeen, Md, / : : ‘
' ~10- ¥-5350, A.S.
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On November 2lst there was a farewell party fo; MaJor and Mrs. ~J.H.Rudolph at
the Officers' Club, the guests belng the Gfticers aad their famllles from Wilbur
Uright and McCook F‘J_elda.

Lieut, James T. Grisham of Langley Field arrived at Wilbur Wright Fleld en-
route from Kelly Field to Mitchel Field, With him besides the enligsted mechanic,
were two Medical officers; Major Marshall and Capt. Fisher, both of whom expect to
enter the .Alr Service Nedlcal School .at Mineola, These Offlcbrs remsined at Wil-

bur erqh* Field for two -days and then proceeded eastward."

MaJor and Mrs. J.H.Rudolph have as their house guests, Mrs. Stats and daugh-

bter from: Mz]waukee, Wis. They entertained with an informal dance at the Qakwood

Club of Dayton and had as guests, in addition to their house guesfé,’Captaln Henry
Pascale, Lieut.and Mrs. M.N. Stewart Lieut. and Mro. C.A.COVGT and Lieut. and Mrs.

“._,L.E..Jharone

“Waile giving 1nstruct10ns in handllng a shot=- gua to Warrant Offlcer who, by

qthe Way holds -several medals for markmanship, Lieut. H.A.Bartron acc1dentally

discharged his gun and shot out a spoke from the wheel of a new Maxwell Sedan -
ovmed by John Morris, the Chief Clerk in the Quartermaster Department.

‘Mzjor and Mrs. A.W,Robing, and. Lieut, C+E.Thomas, Jr. left for temporary duty
at Washington, D.C.

Lieut, J.E.Parker of Schoen Field, 1eft in a Martin Bomber for Bolllng Fieldy
With him were four Infantry officers from Schoen Field,

Captain Henry Pascale left for Baltimore in a DH on Noyember 28th. Lieut,
H.H.Mills left on the same day for Aberdeen, Md. He left his ship there -and re-
turned by rail, after seeing the Army-Nawvy football game .- ‘

If Weather conditions permit, Major Geo, H., Brett, Major J.H. Rudolph Capt.
Es Laughlin, Capt. R.H.Wooten, Lieut. C.A.Cover and Mr.Wm. D. Kennedy will leave
in three airplanes for San Anton¢o to attend a conference of Engineer Officers.
They expect to be gone for about ten -days, and will stop on their way at Fort Sill
where they will be joined by severalothar officers who will attend the conference.
. Lieut. Wm. Hanlon returned to Wilbur Wright Field after being in Washington,
D.C, on temporary duty since October 20 1924,

Wilbur Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, December 23,

Major Hugth. Knerr, Captain John G, Colgan and Lieut. C.W.Pyle flew 1n for-
mation to Bowman Field, Louiwville, Kentucky,iand return, on December 22d.
lieut, C.H, Howard arrived from Chanute Fleld on December 22d for the purpose

of ferrying a DeHaviland airplane back to that Station. He returned the same day.

On December 15th Major J.H.Rudolph and Captain Ralph H. Wooten, returned from
San Antonio by air. . Capt. Wocten proceeded to Washington, after a brief stay at
Wilbur Wright Field. Major G.H.Brgtt returned on Dec, 18th. These officers had
been in attendance at the recent.conference of officers from the Engineering De- .-
partment of Air.Intermediate Depots, Lieut., C.A.Cover, with Mr. W.D.Kennedy as
passenger, and Capt. Edward Laughlin, returned by air on December 22d.

Lieuts. Alfred Lindeburg and Elmer J. Bowling, arrived at this station on
December 19th. They piloted two Martin Bombers from Langley Field, and left for
Chanute Field on December 22d. Each officer ferried a large amount of baggage.

- 'The Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot will be closed from December 24 until
Monday, January 5. On theé morning of December 24, the Repair Shops and Supply
Depot will %e open to the public. A Christmas entertalnment w1ll “be O1ven by the
Welfare Association at the Post Gymnasium.

- At a meeting of the Officers' Club held on December~20 the folIOW1ng Officers
were elected for 1925: 'Board of Governers.- lajor Geo. H. Brett - Chalrman' Lleut.
-G.V;McPike ~ Member; Lieut. H.A.Bartron as Secretary-Treasurer._

PhllllDS Fleld Aberdeen Prov1ng Grounds, Md.,: December 12..

Lleut C F. Boud with three- enllsted men in an NBS-l left for Chanute Fleld

‘, I11, where the men were to enter the A,8.,T.S5. The trip to Chanute Field was mdde

without mlshap, Lleut. Bond returning alone to Fairfield, where the NBS-1 was left

to be overhauled, ' Lt. Bond returned to this station in a new DH.

Lleuts. Bleakley and Austin made a eross country fllght to Mitchel Field and
return..
~ Staff Sgt L P Hudson pllot, thh lst. Lieut. Earl Hendry, Ord. Dep,., made 2

' reconnaissance flight over Pooles Island for the purpose of observing gun. flre from
"the Ordnance Dept. water range guns,

Several Air Service officers, . namely, Major E.A. Lohnan Capt. A, Mileau, lst.

Lleuts. B.S. Thompson, J.D.Barker, and W.H.Bleakley had - very gaodesuccess in -
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baggln ducke and geese this season, the Major geitting 6 nice geese one day. Game g
is very plentiful on the reservation and the hest of sports can be enjoyed by all,

‘Staff Sgts. L. P. Hudson and M.C.J.Markle flew to Langley Field,.Va, for the »
purpose of ferrylng a revuilt DH back to. ihls statlon. The return trip was made the. 4
same ddy, via Belling Fiéld, D.C. ' -

The Ordnance proof work has been carried on to ‘the- extent of 3900 lbs. of
bombs having been dropped and several tests made with the Airway Parachute flares,

2ll of which were veéry successful. Practice bombing over the hard surface is now
‘being carried on by the heavier-than-air, where before the TC~2 was- wreoked at . .
Lengley Field, it was carried on by the 11ghter-than~a1r.. : ' 7

Now that football season is -over, everyone’is turning their attentlon to
basketball, The officers and enlisted men are both trying to make a strong team
to represent the Aberdeen Proving Grounds in the Corps Area Championship tournament,

both Air Service teams hav1ng been eliminated last year. We are going to try and 3}
be better this year and every effort is belng made to make up an unconquerable ¢

team, v . 4 ; . -

qus. an Dlv. Alr Serv1ce‘ December 19, 1924.

Lieut, Weddington and Sergeant Tyler made a cross country fllght to Fort
Stoctenj, ‘Texas December 13th and returned December 1l4th,

Lieut. Weddlneton and Sergeant Rhodes made a cross country photographlc fllght
to Lordsburg, New Mexico, and return Dec. 16th.

Lieut. Clark and Sergean+ Newland made a ‘cross= c0untry fllght to Kelly Fleld "
Texas, December 15th and refurned December.17th,

. Lieut, Gale left on a cross~ country flight to Kelly. F1eld . Texas, December 19th

for the:purpose-of brlnglng Private Herpin, lst Photo Section,. to this stations

Sergeant Thomas Baskas. ‘and Private Robert H, Wolfe were discharged from the
service December 16th, ~Sergeant Baskas reenllsted Decomber 17th, and left on a.
three months' furlough. . : . S ;

Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Débﬁﬁ$éf,lbvueev

Yes, we ‘have ‘a new dance floor today - and Friday evening we'll try 1t out.
Lieut. K.BiWolfe hags been busy out in the Blg Hangar for the last couple of weeks .-
putting ih a wooden floor that will be available both for dancing, and as a battle-
ground for the .various teams of the Basket Ball League. One -of the most serious:
problems heds been the washing out .of the echo, which was treméndous in the vast
interior, This has béen golved by hanglng false canvas walls and celllng which
also aid ia consefvingithe heat. ' -

- The appearance anywhere of Lieut. Sargent Jhapman (No. dumb-bell that's hls
name, not a new rank) is the occasion. for- titters, snickers, and poorly controlled
out-bursts of merriment. And-the reason is, that with all- the atmosphere to maneu=-,
ver in and all the fields to land on, he had to choose the partlcular line that
leads thry the water tower.. &

Portunately, he. descended unhurt, and that evenmng at mess.a group of admiring .
and enthusiastic fellow students surrounded and presented him with a large and’ , - K
beautifully decorated. comical cap, on which the name, date and stunt of the recipd-< ‘
ient were recorded, as well as the words DUMB -BELL in large letters.- '

Later this accompllehed young aviator was presented.publicly with what might,
under clrcumstances, be called a- m1n1éture'Water Tower"- handoomely ellvered and
fur-lined. : -

Lieut. Charley Lawrence ig- recelving the congratulatlons of his friends for the .
skillful manner in which he lands JiN6's on their backs. He can do it now so that ‘
nothing is damaged save the’ tempers of the Aero-Fepair of ficer and hlb St egeuCom— < 2
mander. : . ; *
. 0f course, there 1en‘t any question at all as to whlch branch may most.un=-
doubtedly claim the title of the "Cream of the Service', but just to:impress that -
‘point ag-well as our verqatzblllty we took the ‘best that the entire 2d., Division - = -
could offer in.the way of football into camp on Turkey Day, to the inspiring tune
of 18 = 0. Truthfully, not so bad, and the battered old ball denoting the champ~
ionship looks pretty well up on the mantle piece beside the one of a year ago. R

- We'll admit our defeat at the hands of All-Star organization at Dallasg, and - -t
have no alibis whatever - they were purely and elmply out of our class as anyone
who saw the game will vouch, , ‘ : 2

4

San Antonlo A1r Intermediate Degot, San Antonlo, Texes, December.LLL

The 61v1llan Social Club, which gave several deiightful entertainments and
balls last year, fell into a condltzon of lassitude or sommolence during the long .
]2~ _ ‘ V-5350, A5
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hot summer. With the advent of cooler weather, the club has béen re-organized, new

officers elected, a collection taken among members to clear up a few small debis,
and t0 provide a worklng halance,

- A Hallowe'en dancé was given with an attendance of about fifty couples. Every-

body present enjoyed the dancing and musit. It seemed to be the desire of the par-

ty that they should 411 meet again soon, Accordingly two or three young men made
arrangements for giving a dance to the members on the Saturday follom1ng Thank&giv=
ing day.,

The did Se#V1ce Club, whlch Magdr Lackland -has placed at the d19p031t10n of the
employees; was decbrated : in-a truly Thanksgiving manner with cornstalks, pumpkins,
and vari-colored autumi leaves. An orchestra was engaged and an enjoyable time was
had by everyone. The ¢lub has a piand, and a movement is now under way among the
members, several of whom are fair musicians and own instruments, to organize an
orchestra among themselves. The Cormanding Of ficer has encouraged the prometion of
entertainments and. parties among the empIOyees, and w1shes to seg¢ them enjoy them—
selves in any wholesome way,

First Lieut., John M. Clark, the Adjutant at the San Antonzo,Alr Intermedlate
Depot, left for Mexieo City on the evening of December 2, 1924, to partlclpate in
the International Polo games to be held in that city. st. Clark a¢companled him,

The following officers were ordered here by the Chief of Air Service to attend
the conference: OfEngincer Offlcers and ‘arrived on Monday, December 8th: Major
Jacob . H. Rudolph, from McCook Field, Dayton, Ghio; Major George H. Brett, Field
Service Section, Supply Division, Air Service, Falrfleld Ohio; Captain Edward

. Laughlin, Fa1rf1eld Air Intermedlate Depot, Falﬁfleld Ohlo Captain Ralph H. Wodten,

from the Office of the Chief of Air Service, Washlngton D.C., and First Lieut.

Carl A.Cover, from Field Service Section, Supply Division, Air Service, Fairfield,
Chio. Major Frank D. ‘Lackland, the Commandlng Qfficer of the San Antonlo Air Inter-
medi ate Depot, and First LlGUU. Clements McMullen, Engineer Officer, represented

_thms Depot at the conference, and the others are representlng the Depots and Fields

enumerated above. Captain Robert G. Ervin, of the Rockwell Air Intermediate Depo?
Coronado, California, willelso attend the conference. It is contemplated that this
conference will probably last a week or two, ' '

Clark Field,- Pampanga P, I., November lst,

Four Sergeants and two corporals of the Brd Pursuit Sqdn. woke to the 11ght of
day last Monday morning not knowing their warrants arrived here on the first mail
from the Group Commander, advancing Sergeants M.A. McCarron, R.C.Parrett, C.G. Waters
and B.F.Runyon and the following Corporals to Sergeants: M.C.MacDonald and W.Re

-Davidson. It comes to us via the grapevine route that the new Sergeants are plan-

ning to throw a party somewhere along the Bam River the coming week as a farewell to
Staff Sgt. E. Micky and Sgt. A. (Knobs) Hasklns, ‘who are leaving for the Land of
Volstead on the next transport. S'nough to say if they pull it they will have Pink
Lemonade, Pop Corn, Peanuts and Ice Cream for the Top Kick (DoughoBelly) ‘Wonson,
Gasoline Gus Hunter and Baldy White and perhaps a skuttle of suds for our Meso. Sgt
Slim Mitchell of the 0ld 4th Artillery.

As the world may know, now that the ‘football séason is on in the States the
Baseball season is on in the Philippines, but if you were stationed at Clark you

'7would have to be satisfied with the rind of the bacon, as our ball teams generally

finish their games with the score favoring their opponents. The team of :the 3rd

" Pursuit stepped out Sunday agalnbt the Q.M, team of Camp Stotsenburg and when they
“returnedi to Camp it was a very quiet evening, We found out the reason for the

silence from old Knobs of the Armament Sectlon - the score was 5 to 4 w1th our team
on ‘the wrong end. o :
Qur officers team wended their way to Camp Vlchols yesterday and took out a

" staek against the Nichols officers. ‘ As the play took place at Nichols, we will

leave it to them to tell the story in detail,; as our bunch returned home telling
each other on the way just what they would do providing they should get a promised
return game on the home lot. It seems that "their star pinch hitter Jacko McDon-
nell. of the old 1lst Sqdn., and their UMPS < Pa Camblin (who takes them all at cow
pasture pool) not - forgetting the official scorer Rex Barriger, who gained fame a
few weeks ago as a pilot hoofer, were unable to be present and the boys think they
will be able to reverse things at the next 51tt1ng. ‘The writer doesn't believe
there is much chance of booking another game, as it took only six weeks of constant

.egging by Trouble DeFord to arrange yesterday's session, and then the Nichols crowd

slipped us the Teenie as they sent Trouble a radiogram in the wee hours of . the morn

- it would be impossible for them to play. Evidently, however,; they took to the dia-

mond and found out that it was their day, as Trouble received another message at
-13- V-5350, AL S.




High Noon (and by that time éveryone forgot they had cver seen-a baseball, as a
full quorum of Twosomes and Foursomes had been arranged) telling him to brlng the
boys. It way not -he dpluh4£0 mention that Kookie was.a very lucky boy in the first
1n01ng. It ‘seems that he was in the batter's box 1ook1ng them over and in some
way (evidently a fair maiden) a pitched ball hit him en the beak taking quite a
cit of skin o0ff of it - that's all. The officers' team lines up as follows: Von
Himble, catcher; Bennie Chidlaw, lst b.; P.L.{Shorty) ™illiams, 2nd b.;,(Yes P.L.
admits he was in command at Mather in old Californie before someone in Washington
drew his monicker out of the basket for a two-year tour of sunshlne) Bill Lanagan,
34 Buddy Maxwell, ss; (No, he woulda't offer any objerfions if they should send
him to Eugene, Oregon, on Forest Patrol); Kookie Cook, rf; Rathall Spry cf; Bev,
Bevcrlej, 1f; Doe Relnart7 and Falrweather Wittkop, pltcher s; Trouble DeFord and
Pop Kenny, suoe. S R . Co : .

Camp Nlchols Rizal. B.I.. October 29th.

The baseball eltuatlon contlnues to 1oom bright for Camp Nlchols. Qur ball ¢
“team apain stepped out and Spllled the beane. for the northern horsemen by copping
‘both. games this week-end,: "beating Camp, Stotsenburg on Saturday to the tune of 3. to
1, and shutting them out_Sunday, 2 to O. Browning pitched the game Saturday and.
was in his usugl good form. He was well sapoorted and we are beginning to beliéve
we have one of the best Qutflelde in the league. Soelter pltched the game Sunday :
and -more than redeemed his poor showing in the second game with Fort McKinley.

Read made spectacular catches in both, games which helped greatly to spell defeat
for the Stotsenburg team.
' We are all greatly.wopried over the deperture of Jack Kavanaugh, Gth Photo
 Seetion, our little fighter who takes the champlonchlpoelt ‘back to the States with
. Him, Jack has done some wonderful work while in this’ Departmenb ‘having won every
~ fight in which he parulclpated and most 0of them by the K.O. route.“ The Sixth and

'the entire Post will vatch Jack's bouts in the .States and wi.gh him the best pf.luck N

on the coast. Gunderson id still doing good work and weé expect 0 make 2. champlon
out of him if he just keeps up the stride. ‘

The annval Military Tournament will be held at Fort ﬂcKlnley the 1atte¢ part
of December. The Air Service plans to be well represented, ~ - :

Practically all of the officers from thig Tield attended the Sports Carnlval
whzch was held at Stoisenburg the past week-end, It was the firét thing of its |
kind ever attempted Yy the ototeenburg‘eeople, and from ‘the accounts of those at-,
tending it proved more than 2 success..

.. - It seems rather hard to believe that. another Traneport is almost here - the’
usual excitement is noted that always: attends the arrival and departure of the
good ship "Thomas",  We do not lose so many: o’ the old timers on this boat

but we expect a number of néw ones.  We will get a new Commanding Officer, Major
Brown,  Hig arrival is-looked forward to.with much eagerness - and maybe a little
uneasiness ~ you know how it.is when you areé -about to get a new "Boss".

The 28th Bombardmeant Squadron repoxts the following operations for the past
week}’'On the 20th, Major Reinburg and Lieut. Snavely in an NBS=1 and Lieuts. Harper
and ‘Gross in DH' s, returnéd. from.San Joee,,Nlndoro, where they apent the week-end,
On’the 22nd, Lleut Monahan, pllOu NBSH&,_and Colonel Wallace, Infantry,‘eecorted
by Lieut., Redman in a_ DH, flew on a special - reconnalseance mission, covering the
terrltory from -Camp NlchOlS to Lake Taal,. east on Malvar to Lucene, northwest over
‘uaguna de. Bay and: Fort McKinley t.o:Camp Nlchols., Lleut. Carter flew a DH to Clark
Field, . returning same date. On the. 23rd, Paptaln DeFord flew a DH to Clark Field
for the purpose of returning to his proper station. Master Sergeant Kolinski, who
accompanied him. s, flew the Shlp back to this station same date. _On the 24th,
Captain Beam and Lieuts. Selff Gulle$, O'Connor, Walker, and Mr. Sgt. Kollnekl,
flying DH's, .and -Lieuts. Monahan and.Snavely, flying NBS~1's, flew to Clark Field,
Lieuts. Monahan,. Gullet. and Snavely remained there to partlclpate in the Camp
Stotseénburg Carnlval Captain Beam, Lieuts. 0'Connor, Walker, and M.Sgt. Kolinski
returned.same date. On the 25th, Major Reinburg, &nd Lieuts. Kirksey, Halvérson,
Carter, Kessler and Gross flew DH g to Clark Field, Major ‘Reinburg and Lieut O Con-
. nor remaining there. ‘to nart1c1pate in-the caralvaI Lieuts. Kirks 88y, Hdlverson, o
Carter, Kescler and Gross returnlng -to this Field same . date. _ -

we do not hear much From the 66th. Service Squadron lately. 3, We woader just
what .is wrong with- tnem but a3 we have a pay-day soon somethlng of 1ntereet might
happens At least we hoee to be able to say somethlng about them in our next News-
Letter. They stick to the old seflmg -though "that no news is good news". y

.
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- Notes ffdmdthé 42ad Air Infelligehée SectiOn‘;

. We were seriously ihiﬁklng of starting a tienda, as we had on hand for a few
days all the maklnga, lock, stock and barrel. Everythlqg hut the good will of -
a.Chinese tienda. Anythlng you plcaso,‘uﬂlforms of the "Leglbnarlob Del Trabqjo'
imitation coffee, sardines, wooden shoés, preserved:arbutus and hair pins,

Some fear crazed Chinaman had piled all his belongings in a caratella and
after hiding the merchandlge in some bamboo near Camp ﬂought safety w1th1n the
reservation,

Baclaran. en;oyed comparatlve safeﬁy from the rlots of the pdst week. The
presence of numerous M.P,'s-with guns served to dampen the Splrlus of the Filipinos
who, feeling the urge of patriotism had resolved to ellmlnate their Chlnese gueétq.

_ Circumstantial. ev1dence pomntb to a plot for a new robbery. As soon as we
put a full bottle of gin in the safe, Private Endler started negotlatlng for a
‘stethoscope and has been seen bu31ly sand paperlng hlo finger tlps.’ o ﬂ

= Socmal Noteb -

- Flrst Lieut. Arthur W, Vanaman returned on thé,Président Grant or the 23d

-after two weeks in China,: o

Flrst Lleut. Mllo McCune- returned on the President Grant after a gtay in Hong
Kong. R . ‘ : o . ,

i

Camp Ni ch’.o:l s'," -’R.izal ‘ P-I..,' Hovember 4th;

Ws expected to have sonethlng 1nterest1ng to remort from the 56th Service:
oquadron‘thls weeK, hut they tell us they are 8¢ busy erectlng Martin Bombers that
they haven't time for anythlng 1nterbst1ng to hdppen. One Bomber has been complet-

ed and they expect to’ follow ®ith others as rapidly as poszible. The 66th is do-
ing excellent wOr& dﬂd even oay day {alleq to briag about -any "#let-iip"” in activ=-
ities,

The 6th Photo oectloﬁ reporto they have nothlng of 1nterest happenmng to thenm
elther. They are working hard and, doing very good work in their new building, but
‘1t appears the Section is rather gloony these daye. We believe they are loath to
give up Jack Kavanaugh their cham01on prize fighter, We are offerlng what conso=-
lation wé can, but it doesn't seem to help much. .

Qur base ball team is 5111l going strong - Sunday's papers gave ug the dis-
tinetion of occupying first place on the Arny League but due to hard luck we lost
the game on the Rock Sunday afternoon and we had to concede the coveted first place
to Fort McKinley. We intend to move up though the very next opportunity.

Preparations are belng made for our annual target practlce. Those who made
good records last year are- determined to do better this year and go many good
resolutions have been made about . cutting out cigarettes and going to bed early and
drinking milk -6nly in order to have steady nerves that it seems like New Year, It
remains to be seen though whéther these resol utions will be carried out. . =
, We are -being told every day how good it fesls to be "short tlmer" by some of
these. fortunates who dare going home in d few days. About the only thing we’ can do
is to sigh and mark another bransport “gone” off the list. We are Wdltan patient-
1y but it seems the time does drag. -Our Sergeant Major is making elaborate ‘plans
for -his rétura in April, .That's a long time off yet but he intends "to shorten it
by celebratlng every chance he gets, Whén someone told him the other ‘day prohib-
ition was about to he introduced in the Ieclands he said it didn't bokher hlm any,
since he had gone. up the pole - that was a good joke all right. -

. The 28th Bombardment Bquadron reports the following-operations-for %he past
. week: On October 26th, Lieuts. Monahan, O' Connor and Snavely returned from ‘Clerk
Field, On- the RTth, Major Reinburg returned- from Clark Field, wherge he had sgpent
" the week-end., On the 28th, Lieuts, Dunton and Snavely in a NBS 1, escorted by
Mr. Sgt. Kolinski, in a DH, flew to Clark Field for the purpose of ferrying Nu3«l
No. 9 to hig fleli, Lieut. Snavely flying No., 9;.all three ships returning seme
date,. On the 29th, Lieut, Halverson flew a DH to Clark. Field; returning samne cate.
On, the 3lst, Lieut. O'Connor flew a DH to Clark Field, returnlng same date. Lieut,
Harper flew a DH to Clark Field; returning same date. On November Ist, Lieut.
Vanaman flew a DH to Clark Field, returning same date.

- Notes from the 42nd Air Intelligence Section -

Things have been fairly quiet in the Rarrios since the Chinese~Philippino
race riots have quieted down fand very 11%*19 noretrouble is expocted from this
source. , -15- : ‘ : V-5350, A.S.




Lieut. Kirkeey is making a trip to the.Bataan Peninsula during the coming weex
and hopes to bring home a boar's head, o . )

Private,mnq;gtﬁzwho is at present working on a survey of the Post,; has taken a
great fancy i{o the transit which he says, enlarges and brings closer, distant ob-
jects. He figures it would be a great thing thru which to leok at the pictures in
"Captain Billy's Whiz Baxg".. Private Snead, however, says that he intends to stick
to smoked glasses.. : . ' -

&

P

Rdckﬁell Air Intermediaté,Denot1 Coronado, Calif., Dec. ig.

The Rockwell Air'Ihtermédiate Depot wishes every reader of the Weekl& News Let-

ter a Merry Christbas and a Happy New Year, . . '

As the old year draws to a close, we cannot help but think of the many things
that have happened during 1924, and foremost among these is the fact that it was one
of our officers, Lieut. Lowell H, Smith, who commanded the flight around the world,
completing the duty put up to him in real Rockwell Field manner, and with the same -
feeling that all other members of the R.A.I.D. personnel, whether rigger, machinist
or lahorer, can say on December 3lst ~ "I have done my best", ‘ '

It is a real pleasurk to serve at a station like Rockwell Field, where theré is

&s close co-opsration among the various departments as will be found in any Air Ser-’

vice activity, and there is that unselfish feeling that the best is none too good
for the reputation of the Field, With that thought in mind at all times, we can
look forward into the New Year with the same Rockwell feeling and hope to see the
year of 1925 filled with the accomplishments «of real. Air Service activities.

The personnel for the coming year, unless unforeseenchanges take place,will

be: :

Commanding Officer .~ - Harry Graham, Lieut.Colonel, A.S.

Chief, Supply Division ~ . J, H, Houghton, Captain, A.S. - ”
Chief Engineer Officer = R, G, Ervin, Captain, A.S.

‘Opsrations Officer ‘ - - William C, Ocker, Captain, A.S.
Quartermaster - Ezra Davis, Captain, Q.M.C.

Post & Flight Surgeon - L.M.Field, Captain,M.C. . -

Chief Inspector - Lowell H, Smith, lst Lieut. AJS..

Agst. Supply Officer = - ~John G. Williams, 1lst Lieut. A.S.

Agent Finance & Emp, Off.- A.B.Pitts, lst Lieut,.A.S. . R
Adjutant ‘ - Bernard T, Castor, lst Lieut..A.S5. e
Shipping & Receiving Dept-~ Charles Payne,W.0., U.S.A. -

Chief Clerk, Engr. Dept, - .  George Scott, W.0., U.S.A: :
Foreman, Engine Repair o : '

and Machine Shop -  J.L. Bailey, Civilian

Foreman, Aero Repair .- E.G. Lupton, Civilian

. Foréman, Lubrication Dept-  .L.G.Randall, Civilian

Crew Chief, Operations = C.JC.Cole, Civilian

and the above all feel that the responsibility of a bigger and better showing
of the Depot for 1925 rests squarely upon their shoulders. - )
Texas weather in December is anything but pleasant to the air traveler, accord=-
ing to Captain R.C.Ervin, Engineer Officer. The "Skipper", with Capt. W.J.Wallace
of Marine Corps Observation Sqdn. No. 1, left Rockwell Field early last week for
San Antonio to attend a conference of army aeronautical engineers., TFor four days
the two airmen tried to get out of El Paso bound for-San Antonio, but gales, fogs
and rain proved too much even for a. sturdy DeHaviland to overcome. . Finally, when it
was too late to-attend the conference, they pointed the noee of their ship home-
ward, making the trip from El Paso to San Diego in 5 hours and 40 minutes. .
Sergeants Kelly and Hazen arrived! from Crissy Field on December 17th for the
purpose of. ferrying a newly overhauled JNS=1 hack to the morthern field.

A.D.,Penny, the Chief Clerk, Postmaster, Telegrapher, and all around informa-
tion bureau, again proved himself a hero by rescuing the flag during a_ heavy rain
storm Wednesday, which broke the flag pole off at its base, Mr.Penny, notwith-
standing the elements, rushed madly through the blinding rain, sbized the Stars and
Stripes, and called for some one to bring him an umbrella so he. could.- get bhack to
the office., o : - : ’ .
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“him at Ford - prld,,DeaLbO‘n Mlchl*an aud were his guests at a luncheon., .
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The purpose of this letter is to keep thé persohnel of the Air Service, both
in Washington and in the field, informed as to the activiti es of the ‘Air Service in

»general' aqd for r@leaﬁﬂ to bhe puhllﬂ press. L it
< . { . M - PR . ’ ‘ ‘ . . .
. . Ir A Ne o . . R ’ .. o i "
FOR RELEAuu February 2,0 102" L o e
4 . ’“v.'. .t - o ] ' v . . . M “ HR . )

f‘? R * ~~ TiE DEDIGATIONOF. FORD FIELD, NICH.. ~ . - ' L

T R - Tech. Sgt X L. Horn, A.o. S
L . By Tech. Do L

: Heﬁry;Fbrd saw his flr“t Aerial Ciréus on January 15tn la%t thn a fllght of
Ourtiss Jpursuit ships, piloted by Magor T.- C. Lanphier, Commandlng Officer. of Sel-
fridge flOld Lieuts Hurd$: Johnson, ‘Bettis bVOHu, Nathewg, Minty, Rich and Warner

‘and’Staff Sergeanus Wae ér, Manning ‘and J1celeg, ‘also a DeHaviland plane piloted by

LlEut.AmhltCﬂGQd w1+k Eadle Stinson as pasdenger and a "Jeany", ﬁlloted by Lieut.
Ellis, with Vr.,ﬂllLlaM Mara of the .Detroit Board of Commerce as passenger,. ylclted
"That's wonderful; I never saw aaytn1ng like it before," the host romarkod
after «the thrlllyﬁg perforﬁance had been-concluded and the faac pursu1t uhlps had

started into the mi t on the réturn trlp to Selfridge Plcld Michigan.,

The vigit was in the nauure of a aeﬂlcatlon 0f - tiie new field, which was epened
several month"-ato but on which no Army fliers had over landed. it was also 1n ‘the
nature of an introduction of Army and Commercial aviation and of army pilots to’
those in c1V1l 1ife who are Vltully‘laterestnd in the welfare and fature of air ..
commercp. A e -

.narvey S. Firestone, "Ford ! S Lﬂtlﬂute friead; William B, Mayo, his chief’ eng%n
neer; Ernest G, KenZier, Second Vice President of +the Ford Motor Comp any, W, H.
omlth Ford RGbG&TCh'@HElHG@T' William J, “aneron Editor of the Dearborn Indepen=
dent; William B, Stout, Stanley E. Kaauss, George Prudden and George Hoppin, all of
the otout Metal Alrplano Company lOCit@d on the field, were the other puests at tho
luncheon served in uho dinidg room )uot oarv of the new experlmenta‘ laboratory at
Dearborn, - - o

After the_?unchoon the Army fiiers, Ford and his gueqts inspected the. Stout

‘Mctal "Airplane’ ¢ac+orv where quantlty rrouuctlon of the.Stout Air Pullmen type of

all~meual planeé’ 13 in progress, '-At the luncheon the conversation was d601dedly in
the air, It was ponnted out 1o’ Mr.'“ord and his guests that the total number 'of,
f1ght1n~ pur5u1t ‘ships now available for the defense of thé United S3tates is re-;
gretub}y small. In digcussing the standing of the United States in aircraft, Tord
was told that ‘other countrzes have, hundch “of such ships as ‘those with which the
First Pursult‘Group 1s now supplled. o

"y Know," he qald-‘"buo the brains are over here and thev ‘are all worklng.

And who is there +o deny him? N

" - One of the ‘Curtiss shipe was ethppea with skl xeltlno much cur1051tj and
dlscus 510Ny’ Durlng the ‘luncheon Mr. Forgd turned uO Mr. Firestone, who was seated
near' hlm »und laughingly remarked: - "’ell Aorvey these we'dden skis are going to,
hurt your businéss unless you think up a Foxwul"‘ or & hard rubber One. Whlch_‘
facetiousness caused Mr. Planck, of the-Detroit FREEZ PRESS, to remark somewhat '
later on after an expansive s1gh Ml IMr . Ford certainly is a good, cook,

Mr. Ford proved to a very COﬁgGIle and nfe”tannlng host ‘and insisted upon .
having hi§’ pidture taken With the’ ‘GENFRALS, es he called the visiting pilots.,, , .- ‘
"You' see, " said Nr. Ford, "I-don't’ unaerstand all those little funny things you wear
on your bhou1ders and ,collars, so by, cdlllﬁg all army men GENMMAL and all Navy men
ADMIRAL, I am forgiven."

Mr. Tord is deepiy 1n*ertﬂted in aviation, both civil and military, and has
extended a personal 1nv1ta jon to all Arm} plrots to land on hls field at any time,

The bu11d1na of Ford Field wae but'a mdtter of days, * It 'is said that Mr. Ford
with his chief engineer, My Mayo, were One day lOOklnF over the' ground when MNr,
Ford- suddently remarkpi: “Woll, Mayo, we'll have an aviation field here next week."
There was, ' ”he nevt day men, ﬁraCtors grauerﬁ and other necedsary m achlnery were
hard at wdirk, ,and Wlthln ‘wéek the ‘whole field was practically completed. The
field is mooth and large eaough to accomodate any type of ship and its facilities
are excellent, . ‘ ;
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 Aviation, both civil and military, belongs to the same great family and jt
essential that between the two there be created on esprit de corps, unbraakabls o d
lasting through the ages. Plighte iike this will do much to establlsh this eegprit @
de corps by 1mpr8531ng upon a rather thoughtless publlc the dire need for the best
and the greatesf air service in the wozld. :

NEW TYRE OF AIRPLANE FOR ARMY AIR SERVICE \/

A new”type-of American metal airplane, the Loening Amphibian, which has been j
gsecretly under development for over a year, made its first public appearance yes-
terday at Bolling Field. The first one, of an order of ten being built for the
‘Army Air Service, was delivered by air to Washington, piloted by Lieut. Wendell H.
Brookley, who flew the machine from the contractor's factory on the East River, New
York City, to wltche* Field. From there he made the cross-country trip to Bolling
Field, This was the first cross-country flight ever made by an amphibian flying -
boat in this country. Lieut,. Brookley's trip was without incident and he reported
that the new craft handled well in every way. o

"Aviation experts, all over the world have been awaltlng with 1ntere st the ‘ v
demonstration of the Loening Amphibian, as it represents a very darlng and novel
metal design. For the first time, in the development of the art, the ordinary
tractor type of biplane has been modlfled so that the machine 1s capable of
landing on either land or water, with ablllty to start from or alight on either, at
a moment's notlce. No extra floats or other devices are used, as . the new design
obtuins its amphibious chédracteristics by the shape of the main fuselage body it~
gelf, the hottom of Whlch is shaped like a flying boat hull. To this is attached
a foldlng landing gear, an<ingenious device, which’ is Operated by an electric’ .
motor, ~ the pilot -merely throwing a switch in order to raise the Wheels for wdter
landlng, or to lower them for alighting on the land.

As already demonstrated in flight, the new Loéning Amphlblan in performance
of ‘speed and manoeuverability, compares favorably with other airplanes of the same
weight equipped with Liberty. motors, such as the DHs But the deeper metal body ' and
the unit construction give it a strength and rigidity which’ should greatly inecrease .
the- safety of the erew in case of accident. In the sand test, conducted by the ‘

. Air Service at Daytou, this body stood up Wlthout fallure, to a load of three or
‘four times what is customar*ly applied,
In addltlon to the metal covering ¢f the entire hull and body, the Lnterlor

construction "of the wingg is largely metal, duralumin being the chief material
used.,

<

‘ -‘One of the most 1nterest1ng features of the machlne is the use of the Inverted {
leerty Motor. This develcopment places the bulk of the engine cylinders, etc, be~ '
low the line of thrust of the propeller, so that clearance for the prOpeller is
more: readily obtained,-and at the same tlme the center of gravity of “the welght isg
lowered several feet.

" The Loening Amphivian we:ghs 3300 lba. empty and 4000 1bs. loaded It has
seats for a crew of three and a gas capacity of 140 gallons sufficient for a )
non-stop flight of 700 miles. A greatly increased gas capac1ty may, be installed
as there is ample room in the deep body. : :

An interesting feature of the machine is that the forward pregefﬁlon of the
boat shaped body protects the propeller if Landlngs have to be. made/thlck wheat
fields or bushes, and prevenolng the machine from so readily, turning over onxlts ‘ ‘
nose, when hlttlng obstacles. This ig ‘also. congldered a greatly added safety (
feaiure in the design.

 The new machine was built by the Loenlng Aeronautical Englaeerlng Corporatlon
at its new factory in New York City. The Company has Jbuilt planes for the Govern-
ment for many years. Grover Loening, the inventor,was originally assistant to
\Q:fllle erght and ]ater became. Chief Aeronautlcal Englneer of the Army Alr Serv1c€
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AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE OFFICER INSPECTS SELFRIDGE FIELD v'

Wing Commander Rlchard Wllllams, of the Auqtrallan Alr Force, recently pald a ¢
visit to Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. Accordlng to' bur Correspondent,
Commander Williams, with round and specu’atlve eyes, gazed and admired the wonders
of the Air Service and the First Pursuit Group. He unofflclally 1nspected hangar“
and equlpment and was much impressed with the new Curtiss Pursuit ships, type . _ ;
PW-8, which he said are very similar to those now used in his department. :

In commentlng on the visit of *hls of ficer from the far distant land of
Australia, our Correspondent, no doubt roferrlng t0 the absence in this publlcaglon
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of news items perteining to Selfridge Tield, states that although the field. has
tong remained silent, modegty has proven a vlrtuo We o believe "It pays to -
advertzse" ig a bet ter slogan, : ‘ ‘ '

"

THF JOVS F SBRVICE AT SEMFﬁxDuF BIELD

It i's guite some time since we heard from Selfridge Field. We started looking
over back files of NEWS LETTERS to find out when the field was last mentioned in

ite columns, but gave up the job in’despair. We were surprised to receive at this

time & contribution to our columns, which we assure our Correspondent, Technical
Sergeant X. L, Horn, 17th Pursuit Squadron, is, indeed, welcome.
" Sery geant Horn ctarts 6ff his contribution w1th uome comments .on the Joys of

living at Selfwldge Field, -and states:

"To .the -avérage onlooaer who stande enthralled while- gome careleﬂs, yawnlng
son of the Air Servicé plunges downward through space, a noge dive is spectacular,
£0 it is with thig literary diwve, so to speak, of ours. Its advent should be
spectacular, but to those of you Who have long contributed, you'll find in-it little
of the exceptlonal Therefore, gather around all ye, the umlnltlated and hark ye
well o the ‘songe we sing and thn tales we tell ==

Tales Of a place where one may know the joys and sorrows of the ?rozen North;
the tropic’ lethargy of Polynesian Islands; where in the quiet of an early morning
one may grin as a duck comes tumbling down or feel chagrin at a-clumsy miss; where
one may feel the exultation that comes only with the sight -of a well filled trap; -
where one may swim in soft blue water or ride its surface in motor boat and cance,
above fish that have nc-enemies and beg for your hook and a place or your table;
where in the winter all the sports of St. Moritz are yours for the asking, katlag
galore and 1ce-ooat11g that brings a thrill equalled whcn one skimg over the ice
with the speed of ‘a comet, by nothine else in the world; where the wholé year
through every sport is played and fought in season, Hurk ye well and envy. "

Now that our Correspondent has broken -into print, we hope we will hédr from
him often, : o a : .

*~RELNLISTN NS IW THE AIR SERVICE B -

That ‘the Air Service is a pOpular brancéh of the sérvice among enlisted men may

be gathered from the following submitted to us by our Correqponcent from the Second

Division Air Service, Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas:
"The men of uhe Second Division Air oerv1ce are eatlscled w1th their unlt and

station, as ig proved by the number of reenlistments. Of the last thirteen men

discharged, eight have reenlisted. Of the next fourteen men due for discharge, _
nine are guite sure.of reenlisting, and possibly two others of these fourteen will

‘remain. We believe this record iz ahead of that of any other orgunization in the

Army; at least we ecan recall no-instance of oUCh a large perceatage of reenlist-

ments for the same organlzazloa " : .
[ ,M- “ ' - B . .

FLYING AT KELLY FIELD

Considerable 'flying has been done at helly rield during.-the Holldayq. A large
number of enlisted men living within the 500 mile radius were taken on ecrogg=-country
tripe- to their homes for Christmas and New Year. Exceptionally good weather is
being made use of by the present clases in the Advanced Flying School for cross-’
country flying. About twenty students a day are making cross-country flights.
During the monhth of December, 34,183 cross-country man miles were flown in the
10th,School Group., The flying time for the month of December for the 10th School
Group was -1,673 hours, comprising 6 701 flights of which 172 were on crogs-country.

GENE&AL CALLAN VI‘:ITQ LANGm FTELD

- .
- A& *

General Robero B Plllqn Commanalnp General of the Tnlrd Coast Artlllery"
District and Commandant “of +he Coast Artillery School, Fortress Moaroe, Va., ex
perienced hig first alrshlp and airplane rides on the occasion of his v1sit‘to
Langley field, Va., on January 5th, The General was escorted from the gate by the -
Commanding Officer, Major O, Westover, to the various activities of the field, At
12:30 P.M., a luncheon was given at the Officers' Club in honor of the General,
which was attended by the following officers: Major James A, Mars, from the Office
Chief of Air Service; Major O. Westover, Commanding Officer; Major Benj. B.
Warriner, Post Surgeon; Major T. DeW, Milling, Assistant Commandant, A,S.T.S5.;

-3~ V-5364, A.5.




Major Earl L. Naiden, Senior Imstructor, Air Service Tactical School; Captain Wm. O.
Butler, Commanding Officer, 19th Airehip Company; Captain T. E. uallowav 56th
bcuadron and Captain Paul J. Mathis, Post adjutant., ,

After luncheon Ceneral Callan was escorted to the flying field, where an aer1a¢
review was presented at L:30 P.M. in his honor. The types of plenee participating
in this review were Martin Bombers, DeHavilands, SE5A's and Thomas Morse Pursuit
ships. There were a total of 33 planes, consisting of 12 Martin Bombers, 3 Thomag
Morse Pursuit Planes .13 DeHavilands and 5 8E5A's. After the. aerial review the
General was escortied to the various other: activities on the fleld.

THE WCRK 0" THE SAM ANTOMIO AIR IN JMRJVDIATE DEPOT T

" The Englneerlng Departmenu of the San Antonio Air ¢ntermed1ate Depot Kelly
Field, Texas, under the direction of Lieut. Clements Mclullen, completely overhauled
and repalred during the month of -December, 1924, 37. alrplanes and 70 englnes as
follows: Airplanes = 8 WH-4 s, 1 DH=4B-3, 9 Dh—ém s, 7 JNGH-L' s, 7 SE-5F s, 3 TA-8
and 1 TW-3;"Engines = 44 Llueruj-A 5, 11 “Nlpht-m s, 13 \rlght- s and 2 ° I
Wklght-A-9‘s.-: i

During +he calendar year 1924 tnere were overhauled .and repelred at the San
Antonio Depot 'a total of 363 airplanes and 701 engines, as follows: Airplanes -
141 D4-4B 11 DH-4B=l, 7 DH-4B=3; 2 GA-l, 70 JNBH=1, 5 DH4B=P-1, 16 JN-6H-A-2,

5 JN-6H-Z; 19 SE-3E, 27 MB-3A, 15 MB-3H, 35 Dh-4h-l 3 NB5-1, 1- TA—6 1 DH-4B-4
2 TW=-3, l VE-9, 1 .C0-4; Enplnes - 359 leerty-A 7? erqht-Arz 138 erght-l
81 V&lght-m 27 ergnt-H 20 Irlght-d-3 4 Lawrence-L-4, - -

A CONTRIBU TION FROM WARRANT OFFICER CHARLES CHESTER
it this station (San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Kelly Field, Texas) on
clear moonless nights during the winter months, the c0ﬂatellat10ns aflord 2 mag-
nificent spectacle to those who are abroad at night. Here, well away from the
smoke and lights of the cities,,in the clear crisp air of southern winter, the
beauties of the night come into view in an almost dramatic manner. ‘Starting low in
the east with the blue and white Dog Star, Sirius, which eclipses in brilliancy,
even Mars himself, in-the early night eky, we can follow with the eye along near the
Milky-Way, a little north of overhead, to the Wevtern horizon. A little to the’
right and above ‘Sirius is Orion, ‘the mlghty soldiér and hunter, the most’ striking
configuration-in the winter nlglt sky. His, two first: magnltude stars, Betelgeuse
and Rigel, his glittering helt, and the hazy nebulae surrounding one of the jewéls
in his sword -fix ‘the attentlon of all who plance his way: To the left of the. Big
Dog is the Little ‘Deg, Procyon, a litile above are the twin stars, Gemini, then
Aldeberau,<the angry.eye of the Bull, gleaming among the jewels of the Hyades, a
little above the renowned Pleiades, sparkllqp Capella,.and the jeweled Perseus has’
hastening to the rescue of the beautiful Andromeda. We can also view Caselopela ‘and

v

Cepheus 'in their swing around-the Pole and the winged horse Pegasus. In the west.{f

in the early evening beautiful Vega sparkles in Lyra Altair in the Eagle, and

Deneb in the Swan. TFacing the west and turning slowly to the left, we may find .
Fomalhaut, Grus, Cetus, and Archernar at the rivers! end. Canopus may be seen from
here a llttle to the rlgh* and below 3irius. o

A few evenings ago during the late twilight, those who were outside_had a.
splendid view of Mercury, which was then at his greatest eastern elongatlon and
near the western horizon. It is rare to find the conditions favorable for observmng
Mereury because of-his nearness to the sun. . '

From here with a good pair of binoculars, it is eractlcable to find several
beautiful star clusters in. Cdnhis Major, Monoceros, and Perseus, and to view the -
wonderful nebulae in Aneromeda and Orion,.not to mention the 1nterest1ng act of L
flndlng double stars, - S

v

KELLY FIFLD OFFICERD GO TO OLHER STATIONS

A number of offlcern departed from Kelly '1eld recently, inecluding Captain
Lester T. Miller and Lieubts. Kenneth McGregor and Philip Schneeberger for Hawaiij
Lieut. W, T. Larson for Panama, and Lieut. James -G. Fry for the 2nd D1v1510n Fort
Sam Houston, Texas|,

+

ANOTHEQ LANDI\C FIELD ESTABLISHED IN HAVAII ‘/

Accordlng to a recent issue of the Honolulu SJAR-RULLVTIV the plantation town -~

of Hawi in Kohala, ShOW1ng a spirit of progress and a realization of the role the
) "‘4- c . - V—5354 A.S-
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airplane is de=“1nﬂd o play in 'ﬂfe’mislauﬁ wraffic, has just comr nleted a landing

field on land given by the Hawi Mill and Flentation "o., and ig anxiously walting
for the arrival of fhe first airplane.

Tne fleld ie about ten acres in pize, heing 400 feet wide and ‘QQO feet loag.

Yy

Leslie Wishard, wmansger of Union Mill Co., who was as instructor in the aviation

corps during the war, says that so far as he knoWws the Hawi field is fhe bdest on the
ieland, and thoe officers from Luke Field, who were resently in the district, were
very much pleased i ,he field and its situakion_r

Hawi 1s the t landing plase between Hana and Hilo, and th new field ig’
expected to do much to relieve the anxiety felt by pilots who fexr urOuble while
erossing the channel between Maul and Hawdii. With an airdrome awaitiag them at
Hawi, they will be able %o slip in to safety, make whatever adjustments or repalrs
are necessary, and .continue on their way.

: 74 PA GENO&R"

]

.

HAVILAND. PLA

The Britigh aerona uulcal oulecatlo“ FLIGHT givee some details of a new
sommercial airplane now under COubtruCLlOA at the De Jav1laad Al”C”&ft Go.'s works
g :‘Ldne~Ae:oarome,=mdnxwa , for the Aritieh Alr Ministrv. - .

T;l” machine, which is known as the D.H. 54, ie a normal trlctor blplan fitted
with a 650 hep. Ro;ls—&oyce “Condor" engine, folLOW1ng the usual DeHavilaad practice.

Accommodation g provided for 14 passengers in a large, light and airy cabin.
The height of the cabi. is amole for even the tallest man to stand upright, and the
gang: “y ig of sufficient width to allow free mevement for the whole length of -the
cabin. eparate arm chairs fOlIQlS engers are arraaged three abreast, all -facing
forward, and each pass eager hag a wide field of view through safety glasa,W1aQow~,

a

o

Svecial atteation has been paid tp\the prOvislo of 'arguate ventilation and heating
arrangements., ) : . . Lo )

The pilot and uavigator are 1ova ed fo rward of %he ain planes, and both have
an excellent and uninterrupted view, Luggace is ca"r'ﬂd in a large hold located
under the pilot's and navigator's dockpit, which ig. entirely e eparate from the cabine.

The DH 54 will be fitted with the DeHavilland avtomatic variable wing camber

device, which enables zircraft to "take cff" after a shortsr run and reduces the-
length of run on landing by reascn of the low flying speed when ‘throttled dovm.which
it imparts to the machine to which it is fitted.

The fuselage ig built on the usual DeHaviland rigid system of congtruetion
eliminating all bracing wires aand ensuring longevity snd accuracy. To facilitate
storage or packing, it is built in two halves which are secured together by boltse
A novel feature is the oleo~-rubber in compres sion undercarriage, which - in the case
of an unavoidable forced desceant in water ~ can be jettisoned. Dropping the under-
carriage in this emergency: reduces to & minimum the risk of overburning on alighting,
while the machine is s0 ,constructed tnat it will float for several hours without
submerging, : _ )

The‘maiﬂ‘dimeﬂ*ion1 of this airplane are as follows: Span, 68 feet; length 51
feet; height, 16 feet; woight fully loaded, 11,000 lbs.;. top speed, 110 MePole;
cruising speed, ”OO Mmepeho; landing speed 52 m.p.b., range 4% hours

"LANDING FIELD AT DECATUR, CEGROIA - . | ,

Decatur, Georgia, now has -an av1at&or field which ranxs aFOﬂF tpe ?1nest in
that part of the couniry, according to a receat-issue of the Atlanta CONSTITUTIOL.
Two Decatur Citizeﬂw,_&othd&bLe and Frank chwersnam, both engaged in the auto-
mobile business, have furaished the field axnd put it in condition,. Both have planes
of their own and it was, of course, primarlly for their own convenience thai they
planned the field, but they have offered its use freely and giadly to all visiting
aviators and, if meeded, to the city itself as an aviation field. Both of these
men are enthusiastic flyers and spend all +he time they can spare from businecs
soaring high above their home e¢ity in their own planes.- e

The field which these two airmen prepared is about 75 acres in extent. It
nas two take-offs, one running north and south and the other east and ”est. Each
runway is about 1200 feet long, and both are as smooth and perfect as they can Dde.
Serapers, drags and heavy rollers were used to make them wide, straight and
smooth. The field is exzctly one mile northeast of the Court house Sguare in
Decatur. At the.end of the field is a wooden hangar where the twe machines
(Curtiss biplanes) are housed, '
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There is a considerable drop at the hopping off end of the field whisch aide bk
flyer in getting dinto the air. There iz ample gpuge in the neighborhood of {re “iclu.
if a flyer should miss his bearings, but the field is so well marked that thore is
no excuse for any flyer who does not come down smoothly and in the right place.

- For the ctnvenience of.visiting aviators who may lend at the field unex-
pectedly, there iz a telephone connection provided at the southwest end of ‘the
field, and just one mile away in Decatur there iz always an ample supply of hlgh
test gasollne suitable for use in aviation motors.

o ANdT #h ALTITUDE RECORD SMASHED \/

The popular outdoor spert indulged in by aviators of different countries of ‘
snatching aviation records away from each other still goes merrily on. We noticed a S
reaport to the effect that the Italian aviator Sig. Botalla recently created at Turin
a new height record, carrying 1500 kllogrammes (3,300 1bs.) by attaining an altitude
of 17,500 feet, the flight lasting I hour, 50 minutes, 52-4/5 sec,

The former record .for altitude ecarrying this-load is held by the French pilot, 1]
Lucien Bossoutrot, who on May.8, 1924, reached an altitude of 4,475 metres (14,682
feet) in a Gollath Farman alrwlane.

o 9

WORLD FLIGHT COMMANDER RETURNS TO RCCKWELL FIELD -

Captain Lowell H. Swith, world flight commander, reported for duty at his
regular station, Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot, Coronado, Calif., on January Sth.
Ho was granted a short leave of absence which he intends to spend at San Diego N
and with his parents in Los Aapeles. The magnifieént automobile presented to Captain
Smith by the City of Chlcago which was shipped 1o ‘Rockwell Field, is now being used
by the famous alrmen., V/ N

It is reported that the French pllOu, Me Doret, in a receat flight over the
Villesauvage-Le Marmogne circuit, covered 1,000 kilometers (630 miles) in 4 kours,
30 min., 32- 3/5 sec., or at an average speed of 221.7 kilometers per hour .
(137.,5 m.pshs) The previous world's recerd for speed for this distance is held by
Lieuts, H.R.Harris and R.L.Lockwood, Army Air Service - 205 kilometers per hour
(127 mep.h.) made &t McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, March 29, 1%23. :

AWERICA LOBES 1,000 KILOMETER SPEED RECORD

- WILBUR WRIGHT FIELD GYMHASIUM DESTROYED BY FIRE \/

Early on the mornmng of January 9th the Post Cymna81um at Wilbur Wright Tield,
Fairfield, Ohio, suddently caught fire and before the fire department could reach
it, it was'aémass of flames. It burnt to the ground in a few minutes, destroying
much valuable athletic equipment. The gym was a sort 'of a social center and : i
community house and was used by the off¢cers, enlisted men, civilians attached to "
the field, and their families. Gymnastic exercises and athlet*c gports, such as
basket ball handball, swimmizg, bowling, etc., were centered at the gym and, in
addltlon, 1t was used for dances, moving pictures and assemblies of various kiﬂds.
The gym was constructed at a small expense to the Government by remodeling two old
hangars. The floor was made of some old hardwood lumber which happened to be on
hand, at a small cash outlay and with comvaratively 1little work. The Post was thus
equlpped with a modern and very spacious athletic headquarterg which 1t would be
difficult to dupchatc. : . :

3

LAVENTABLE ACCIDENT AT WILBUR WRIGHT FIELD

Wilbur Tright Field, Fairfield, unlo, wag greatly affected by an unusual
sceident which happened on January 7Tth., Lieut. E. H. Barksdale was flying the cpeed J
course at this station and wae going at a low altitude in order to test the plane '
under the most approved conditions. While doing so he crashed into a govexnmen+ |
truck which was proceeding along the road which crogses the speed course, demo‘lshlng )
his plane and unfortunately killing two civilian employees who were in u%e truck at ]
the time. The two employees were lir. Leon W. Harness and Mr, Paul Long, both of £
whom were very efficient and highly respected employees., Ur. Harness had been con-
nected with the Air Service as a soldier and civilian for several years and had
steadily risen to a positicn of responsibility in the Engineering Department. He %
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this happened may be Judged by the fact that Col. Lahm holds spherical balloon

LR Y

was universally beloved by hiv associates and his lose; as well as that of Nr. Liag,
has been most keenly felt hy the entire post and by the qel¢hbor1ng communities of
Ogborn and Fairfield as well, ' .

PIOWEQR AERONAUT VISITS ROCKWELL FIELD

Mr. Frank L. Lahm, Vice Pr851dent of the Federation Asronautique
Internationale, with headouarters at Paris, France, ‘and father of Col, " Frank P.
Lahm, Air Offlcer of the Ninth Corps Area, two of ﬁhe most notable figures in the
hlstorv of American Avmatlon were recent visitors at Rockwell Field,.

The elder Nr. Lahm has resided’in France 44 years, 20 years of which he has
represented the United States in the F.A.I., the supreme governing body of civil
aviation in the 25 nations signatory to the Asgociation, ) .

Mr, Lahm'Sr, taught Colonel Lahm how to pilot a balloon. = How ‘many years ago
license No. 3, dirigible pilot's license No. 2 and aviator's certificate No. 2.
Both father a*d son made flights with the Wright Brothers in the pioneer days of
heavier-than-air craft, the elder Lahm with Orv1lle and Wilbur erght in France and

fol, Lahm at Fort Myer, Va. '

¢

AbS”RALIA KE"NLY IW”ERFSTED IV AVIATION - R

Lieut. Commander S. Wllllams Wing Commander of the Australien Royal Air Force,
recently arrived at Rockwell Flcld Coronado, Calif., from Melbourne, Australia, and
was taken for an inspection of the field, the North Island Naval Air Station, and
the aircraft carrier “"Langley". He reported that Australia is tdking a keen inter-
est in mllltary and civil avzatlon. Pommandur ”1lllams left 1e following day for
L.os Angeles. ‘ : ‘

FLYING TIME OF AIR SERVICE TACTIGALPSCHOOL

Durlng the second week in January the personnel attached to the Alr Service
Tactical ‘School at Langley Field, Va., flew 26 hours and 5 minutes, of which 6
hours and 25 minutes were flownm by student officers attending the school. Only two
classes in practical flying were held during. the week due to inclement weather. ’

SWEDISH AVIATOR VISITS LANGLEY FIELD

The ZOth Squadron at Langley Field, Va., recently had the pleasure of demon-
stratlng to Lieut, Stromme of the Swedlsh Air Servzce, the Martin-Bomber type air-
plane. Lieut, Stromme, who is on a short visit to this country, appeared to be
highly enthused over the manner in, Whlch the activities at Langley Field are
conducted. .

FLYING ACTIVITIES IN HAWATI .

Durlng the month of December the Fifth Composite Group in Hawaii flew a total -
of 152 hours and covered 8, 038 man miles. The number of ships in commission av-
eraged 97.2%. - ‘ : .

AERIAL GUNNERY iRAININC AT FLDINGTOW F¢BLD

A flight of 40 DH%B alrplanes carrying the 1ast;uctors, en11q+ed personnel and
students of the 10th School Group, Kelly Field, Texas, took off on the morning of
January 19th for Ellington Field, Houston, Texas, for two weeks of maneuvering and
aerial gunnery. The flight was preceded on the 18th by sevem Martin Bombers,
carrying Capt. R, C. Candee and an advance detachment and supplles for tne tomvorarv
school,

The advance party went ahead.of the main flight to prepare accommodatlor for
the school, Arrangements were made for the use of the extensive range at Ellinghton
in carrying out the prescrlbed course of gunnery of the advance school,

- Stationary targets, cone targets towed by planes, and shadow targets on water
will be used in the course. On completion of the gunnery'course the school will
return to Kelly Field. -

Included in the detachment maklng the trip were 35 student officers and cadets,
21 permanent officers and 75 enlisted men. Martin Bombers were utilized to take
supplies and equipment from Kelly Field. : ' '
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The Detachment was under the charge of Céptain R. C. Candee, Air Service.
LIFUT. CLARK PILES UP SOME FLYING TIME | | I

During the calendar. year 1924, Lieut. RaJ H. Clark, stationed at Fort Bliss,
£l Paso, Texas, accumulated a total flying time of 528 hours and 15 minutes,
leading the flquv time of the Second Division, Air Service, for that year. Lieut.
Milton J. Smith came in second on the list w1th a total time of 387 hours and 20
minutes, o .

AIRSHIP. 704 FLOWY 0 WASHINGTON

Captaln Wllllﬂm 0. Butler Air Serv1ce, recently flew the Alrah1p TC-4 from
Langley Field, Va., to Washlngton D.Cs, and return. He brought back as a . 3
passenger the Well ‘known Professor Todd, who is one of the foremost astronomers of
the day, Professor Todd .described his fl*ght as dellvhtful and sees a great
future for lighter~than-air craft. liajor Oscar mestover, COmnandlng Officer of
Langley Field, met Professor Todd oa the landing fisld and escorted him around the p
field. The Professor is desply 1nterested in the development of the United States :
Air Service.

Mejor Rush B, Lincoln and Captaln Dudley B. Howard, of the-Office Chlef of Air
Serv1cc also returned as passengers aboard the airship.

A GORDON BENNETT BALDOON RACV THIS YEAR b// ‘ : ‘

Accordlng to the British Aeronautlcal Journal FLIGHT a second Gordon Bennett
Cup for balloons has been definitely ‘decided upon by the Belglan Aero Club and |
will be competed for on June 7th, starting at Brussels, : :

AMERICAN TEANS PLAY POLO IN OLD MEXICO

Lieutenant. John M. Clark, Air Sérvicé, Adjutant of the San Antonio Air
Intermediate Depot, recently returned to hlS home station from a three weeks' trip
to Mexico City as a member of the "Whips", one of the two Polo teams sent from
Fort Sam Houston to compete in an invitation-Pole Tournament in the City of Mexico.,

Both teams won all games in which they participated. The "Yéllow Jackets",
playing in the first division of the Tournament, won the President-Calles Challenge
Cup, with four individual cups, while the ﬁWhlns", playlng in the second divisionm, o
. won the: Mexico City Polo Club Cup with four individual cups, ’

The results of the Mexican-United States games had beeun so one-s;ded that "
the Mexicang, thru the: nBWSpapers, were clamoring for a final gdme between the two
United States teams.,

On Saturday, December 80th ~the two teams were matched to play, with the
follmvlng line-ups:

YELLOW JACKETS (2nd Division, Camp Travis) No, 1 - Lieut. C.C.Benson; Wo, 2 -
Lieut. Eugene MeGinley; No., 3 = Lieut. J.A.Smith; No., 4 - Lieut. E.M.Fitch.

"WHIPS: No. 1l - Major G.B.King, 15th F.A. Team; No. 2 - Lieut. M.McD. Jones,
Hqrs. 8th Corps Area Team; No, 3 - Lieut. John M. Clark, Kelly Field Team; No. 4 -
Major J.H.(Jack) Lapham, C¢v111an Team, San Antonio. : : “

The Yellow Jackets line-up consisted of the unbeaten 2nd -Division, Camp Travise -
four. The Whips were from four separate and distinct teams, and had never played
together before the Mexican trip..

At the beginning of the game the odds were 2 to 1 on the Yellow Jackets. At ;
the end of the first half the odds were even, and before the end of the game the - Y
odds were with the Whips, ' The game endéd 7 t0 6 for the Whips. It was a victory
for determination over over-confidence.

The Mexicans had asked for a hard fast fought game and they dlda't get anythlng
- else but,

The cups were presented at a Grand Ball given by. the Mexico Polo Club.

© The Pre31dent Calles cups were presented to the Yellow Jackete by General ,

Joaquin Amaro, the special representative of President Calles. S
" The Menlco Polo Club cups were presented to the Whips .by the Marquesa del

Apartado, the wife of the President of the Polo Club. i

Among the guests present were the diplomatic representatives of the Un¢ted
tates, France, Japan, Englaand, Belglum,hGermany, Italy, Brazil, Argentine, and
many other countries:. also many members of Rurope's nobility, i.e., Dugue de Huete;<
Spain; Baron and Baroness Heari de 7oelnont Belgium; Marques de Berna, Spain;
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Baron and Baroness Von Schroeder, Germany; Marques and larquesa del Apartado,
Spain; Baron and Baroness Von Hiller, Germany; Marques de Gualalupe, Spain; and
many of the. best fa mllleﬂ of Mexico City to the aumber of about two hundred and
Llf'ty.

‘The playeru and their families were entertained every night of their stay in
Mexico and on the last nfgqt December 20th, by a Masque Ball at the Mexieco City
Country Club. At this Ball, all the players were presented with silver cigarette
tases, eagraved in Spanish w1ta an inscription meaning "In. remembrande of Polo in
Mexico, 1924", 'These were the gifts of the three ranking members of the Polo

~ Club, Jorge Comez de Parada, Manuel Campero aad Eduardo Iturolde wnose names were
algo engraved on the cases.

The members of both United States teams were very much: 1mpressed W1th the
clean playing, sportsmaashlp and wonderful hospitality of their Mexican hosts
Although hopeleselv beaten in every game, the Mexican players fought thru the
final periods hardsr thaa at the beginning. Kach game ended with Mexican players
extending hearty congratulations to the Americans. All Mexican newspapers were
very kind and fair.in all accounts of games and oestowed commendation justly. In
all, the first International Polo Tournameng/bouween Mexico and the United States
was a wonderful suceess, and will go far-toWard cementing the feeling of friend-
ship between the sister Republics.

It is probable that the Mexicans will send a team to compete 1n the 8th Corps
Area Mid-winter Tournament bevlnnlqg Jaauary 15, 1925. ' :

STATIDTICS JF FOxLIﬂN CONBE, RCLAL AVLAWLOV 0//

The follovmng comparatlv dato has been submltted to the Chief of the Air
Serviee and The Assistant Secretary of War by Lt. J..P. Van Zandt, 4.8., who,
recently returned from studying commercial aviation abroad., This data supple-

- ments and illustrates the portions of the report previously made public by the
War Department; and which was published in the lagt igsue of the NEWS LETTER:

Air tranoportatlon has now passed the expexlmental 5tage as may bé seen in
the amount of operating experience accumulated since the war. The aggregate
number of air transport miles flown during the five years 1919-1923 is 20,110,700
miles. It is estimated that this will be increased during the preseﬂu.year, 1124
by 8,500,000 miles, ~ The development of this ovperating experience, per year, is as

'follows: '

1919 4 4 v e 4 « 4 s & & o e« 1,085,066 miles , _
19200 v . v s e 4 e e v e w . . 2,204,128 miles : -
1921 4 v 6 o ¢+ ¢ ¢ 4 s & e o o . 4,260,034 miles
1922, v v+ . 4 4 4« . ¢ . 4. . 5,450,989 "
1923¢ 4 v ¢ o & 4 e 4 e e e . . . 7,028,625

These figures, exclude all military flyiag and all local or special flights
they represent only regular éirﬁfransportatign services over regular routes
throughout the world; for which reliable statistics are avialable, carrying
passengers, mail or commodities.

~ Air Traffic Experience =

As the preceding figures are an impressive measure of the accumulated- amount
42 . 7 . . . - . ; 2. .
of operating experience in air transportation, so the following sgtatisties
indicate the present traffic experience: ,
~ Development of Passenger Air Traffic -

4

19194 4 4« 4 4 & 4+ 4w c e e o « s & 2,585 passengers
19204 4 o o o o o v 6 4 o e e 0 v oo« BT

T192L4 4 s e e e e e e e ere e e e . 24,224 "
1922, 4 4 4w e e s e e e eie s ... . 33,206 "

1923, 4 v v v e e e s e 4 e e e e ... 52,684 "
1924, &+ 4« o e v 4 4 o e . o . ... 62,000 (estimate).
In the first five years a total of 121,496_passengers have been transported‘
by air linesthroughout the world. ' )
The air mail traffic has beénh devéloped most 1ntenQ1vely in Amerlca where
the mail carried by the Posi Office Departiment Air Mail Service between N=m York
and San Francisco represents the major portion of the aggregate traffic figures,
In 1922 a total of 1,930,177 pound¢ of mail were transported by air, of whicn
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1,512,197 pounds wsre U,S¢ mail over the transcontinental route. In 1933 the
bU“Opedn ‘air mail from France to “owo Co grew’rdh*dly in volume ‘and of the total ’
2,466,279 pounds carried that year, 752,009 pounds représedts Duropean air mail

_ trafflc. The aggregate meil load hag opex increas 1n{ stead;ly and totals 7,144,570
‘ pound. for the five years 4319—1923 1nclu31ae» RS

o - Devalopment of Goodsllraffiq -
The recent rapld grovth in the volume of aif{gdddsftrafficjas]indicateq-in the
following table is of special interest: e P '

' : : C 1919, . . B 11N 600 pounds S
. , 19200« S 0 v e v e b w479 1oo,‘-"_, :
i L 1921e o o 0 w e ¢ oo S s b0 876,000

19220 o o v 4 o b .y .. 4 . 2,348, ;500 1
19230 4 0 b 4 4 w4 4 4 . . 4 4,235,142 M
L9248, o' e W e e s e ;3} 5 400 OOO (estlmate)

Businesgs men are beg1n41h? tC-learn that *hev ean depend on air. trancportatlon
for the expedition of oommod1+1es of all kinds and regular consignments 0f auto
parts, perfumery, silks, and a hundred other articles are %o be found travellng on
the Buropean airways., The fact that insurance rates are actually less by air than
by boat and rail for valuable goods sent between England ard the Continent has played
an important part in conv1a01ng bu01ness men of the merits of the new form of
- transportation,

o The aggregate traffic experlence of air uransportatlon lines may be appreciated
Cif the welght of passengers, mdil and goods carried is cons 011dated in one figure:
’m_thus, 4f we allow 150 pounds per passenger as conservative figure, and include the

- estimates for the presént year, 1924, the total traffic on the air-lines for six
* ‘years is: 51,277 310Apouads or over R5 OOO tons.

- Pas senger SPfet"

Lhe safety of pacsenger may be observed bj the record of tke Brltlsh and Dutch
air- llnes during the three years from 1921 to 1923, imclusive. During that tlme
7,990, 000 passenger: miles were flown; for two years ngo fatal accident occurred, whlle
: 1n 192q there was one accident 1nvolv1ng three deathg. Hence the passenger air

miles per passenger. fatality for this period is 2,663,300, A comparison of this with
the record of railroad lines:is of interest: ‘The New York-Central Railroad, accord-
ing'to the last ‘Accident Bulletin of the Interstate Commerce’ Commission, operated
two billion eight hundred million passenger miles during the calendar year 1923,
during which time 636 passengers were killed or injured. (this éxcludes ac01dents
‘to emp]oyees trespassors and all persons other than paying passengers).’ Hence the
number of passenger-train’ mlles per ‘pagsenger casuality is 4,400,000. It will thus .
be seen that the safety record of the air lines is not far behlnd that” of Amerlcan
railroads. And this has been possible in. five years of development , ‘whereas the
railroads have eighty years of operation behind them, ‘ e

- Safety of Air Mail = ‘;

It is hard to reallze that mail gent by air ctually is subgect to lesu loss or
destruction than registered packages sent by train. Yet that this is so the records
show without a question:  thus in the three years through 1923 the U,S.Post Office
Air-Mail Service carried 4,315,500 pounds of mail with a loss of only 230 pounds;
“this:is five one-thousandtns oL oane per cent, Tost or destroyed. Compare this m;+h
the percentage of reglstereo packages cdrrled on U.S.trains during 1922 which were
lost or destroyed, n@mely seven Oﬂe-thOUbandthq of one per cent.  There is prac-
tlcally no theft hazard whén valuable mail or goods are sent by air and this accounts

Sin part for the lower insurance rates which' are offered by Furopean companies for
goods - shipped by.airt’ ' L . IR ’

{;_- f " !\ 2 Adr Meil More Regular Than Tfainé_-
. " _
1t is a remarde16 fact to flad that tne air mail serv1ce vetween New York and
Chlcago ha ‘operated for the past two years with a hlgher number of its scheduled.
trips arriving on.time at destlndtlon than the average for railroad trains. The air
mail planes on an ll-hour schedule between Vew York . and Chicago, that is'at a
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ground speed of 70 miles per hour, have arrived on time 85,8 per cent of all their
scheduled trips during the period from June 1921 to May 1923, inclusive. This may
be compared with the per cent of gcneﬂuled trains in New York State arriving on time
at division terminals during 1910 = 1920 inclusive, namely 81 0 per cent.- The
average train speed from Division to Division ig between 30 and 35 miles per hour,
or half that of the planes,.
A compariscn by seasons shows that during'the winter both the trains and

the air mail have their greatest number of delayed trips, the trains averaging only
75.3 per cent on time, the dir mail 73,0 per cent. - During the, spring season they
are both approximately 85 per cent, but in the summer and autumn the air service is
a great deal freer from delayed arrival than the railroad gservice, arriving during -
. the summer 97.8 per cent and during the autumn 86 6 per cent of all 1tq scheduled

trlps on ulme. . : '

- G ON C LUSIO N S -
It id the: cbnclu31oa of the report that "under suitable conditions ‘mail and
goods hay now be transported by air with equal or greater oafety and rellablllty
than by train and with a great 91v1ng in tlme.

*
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NOTES FRUW ATR SE&VI % FIELDS

s An Agbeal by the EdltOr. - L
S o - \
For the pﬂst gseveral months the Editor of the NEWS LETTLR ‘has been
considersbly handicapped in his efforts to put forth creditable issues due to
laxity on the part of various Air Service fields and stations in sending in ‘

contributions, news notes, etc., It is mainly these contributions which go to make
up the NEWS uFTTER' and the fallure of different fields to ‘supply’ néws material .
naturally is rcflected in the quallty of the publication. Some fields have made it '
2 habit to spurt once in a Wﬂlle and for time send in contributions promptly and
‘regularly, only to fall by the way side. Our constant endeavor is to make the NEWS
LETTER better and better as we go along, but without the cooperatlon of all the Air
Service fields this is impossible. ;
Due to the necessity for economy, the circulation of the NEWS LETTER is limited. )
There are on its mailing list, however, quite a number of newspapers, also special
feature writers who syadicate their llterary efforts. Generally, whenever a story
. appears in the NEWS LETTER which.is of general interest we have noticed that it
appeared in viritually ‘every newspaper of any prominence. Aeronautlcal publlcatzons ,
make constant use of the material in the NEWS LETTER. . o
'~ We have noticed that newspaper ollpplng from various cities near. whlch Alr
Service fields are located which chronicle news items concerning local Air Service
activities. Such newspaper publicity is limited, however, to particular communities
only. Our desire,ofwcourse, is to obtain publicity which is national in scope. An
especldlly goad artlcle on the Air Service may appear in a certain newspaper which
is worthy of nation wide cireulation, but the fact that it has already appeared in
one newspaper kills its value to any other newspaper. _ °

In each issue of the NEWS LETTER there appears z release date for publication
of any material therein contained. As far as we have been able to observe, news=
papers scrupulously observe the release date. We have yet to notice any story :
in the newspapers emanatlug from the columns of the NEWS LETTER appearing in print
prior to the release date. Under this arrangement every newspaper has an equal _
opportunity of printing news articles from our publication with the "assurance that 3
no other newspaper will have a "scoop" on same.

It may be of interest here to quote from an edltorlal which appeared in a
renent issue of the British Aerocmautical publication THE AEROPLANE, edited by the
well-known aviation authority Mr. C,G.Crey, whose writings, are always interesting
and to the point. Mr. Grey, in diSChuSlﬂg the outlook on British aeronautics, says
among other things: '

"Those of us who have made a nrecarlous living out of aviation since the end
of the false war boom in 1919 must have noticed how much more important acronautlcal
affairs have become during the past year,

Whereas @ year or two or three years ago the daily news sheets and weekly
papers and monthly magazines paid no attention to flying except when the daily
vapers revorted air debates in Parliament or published alleged scandals in the Air ‘q
Force or made attacks on the Air Ministry, or gave scare headlines to air accidents
to-day one can scarcely open a paper without finding an article or a report on : -
some phase or other of aeronautics. And theése articles are in the main well-in-
formed and genuinely useful to the progress of aeronautics. .

Two or three years ago almost everything that appeared in the daily papers |
about aviation was sheer nonsense. Today almost every paper has on its staff at
least one man who has a sound working knowledge of aircraft and of what pertains
thereto, And that man's job is to see that 3eroavutlcal news is rellable and that
aeronautical articles are technically correct, % ¥ ¥

The fact is that we are on the verge 0f a great awakening of the human mlnd

to the importance of aeronautics to the progress of the human race." :

~+ Judging from the vast number of neWwspaper clippings on aviation which we
receive here, one may judge that the state of affairs described by Mr. Grey either
already exists here or else is well on the way. : '

The Around-the-World Flight caused a tremendous amount of publicity for the .
Army (Air Service, but that stupendous undertaking is now a matter of history. The
public is ever forgetful, aad we canaot afford to rest on our oars any more than
the Department Stores whish advertise every day in the papers, The people are
accustomed to look for these advertisements, and while these so called "“daily
reminders" are expensive, it pays. Let a Department Storé ‘cease to advertise and
the manager thereof will pretty soon be looking arocund for another job. The same
holds true for us; if we want to realize our ambition to become a bigger and
better Air Service and to see commercial aviation placed on a sound basis we must
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Lanqley Fleld Hambton Va.l December 18, 19’4

be in the public eye'at all”fimeS'and'Jo that end must . cntinually tell the public .

what we are doing and what we hope to¢ accomplish. ' ' :
And so we ask each field to help out the poor editor by sending in cownlii=-

butiens to-the NEWS. LETTER ‘at least twice a moanth. - And this means each and & very

Air Service aﬂt1v1ty in the United qtates and its possesgsions.

-

Lleut V¢ctor He Beroraﬂdlas our Eaplaeerlng Offlcer, is now on Speclal duty
at McCook,,, or:rather was, for he had- no more -than arrived at’ that station before
he was given a.sweet detall of ferrying a D.H. to Kelly Wleld. In his absence Llout.
W.A.Hayward took over the Engineering Department. ’

Six Martin Bombers, piloted by Lieuts. Lindeburg, Williams, Bowen, Brady,

Kauffman and Rodgers, left with enlisted men for Chanute Field mhere the latter will

enter schoocl. We wish them bon voyage, but according to the weather man and the
local newspapers they are slated for a cold trip as the mereury has dropped out. of
gight in the.middle west and west, A Martin is nice ‘and warm, however and they
will have a wonderful- tr1p,~ezpec1ally across the mountains. -

Captain F. E,.-Calloway, who wae on duty with Reserves at Richmond, Va., report-
ed here on the 15th and assumed command of the 50th Observation Squadron.‘; -’ '

The field ag a whole wishes Captain Arthur E, Easterbrook, formerly Commander °
of the Fiftieth, a successful and pleasant tour with the Resecrves at* Seattle, Wash.

.NINETY~SIXTH1BOMBA_ MENT:SQUADRGN.. e

-

. We ,were glad to welcome back +o our midst Lieut.'C.F. iorton who was on sick
leave for the past sixty days, due to an wanfortunate forced landlng several months
ago. - Last-Sunday meraing at eight thirty saw the start of a so far auccesqful
cross-country to Chanute Field, by Lieuts. Llndeburg &nd Bowen, with 3gts. Reavis
and Malloy as crew-chiefs aad two sfuden for the Air oerv:ce Eechnzcal achool in
each ship. -’ :

The local Santa Claus in the person of Captain E.C.Black, our Commanding
Officer, departed by air instead of reindeer for Bolling Field to purchase toys for
the ‘local kiddies' Christmas celebratlon. on his return he reported a successful

Ctrip. .o

The squaaroa basket ball team pldyed to date five games and placed three of
them on the rlght side "of the book, the same being a very good percentage for a
newly organized’'team playing toge*hcr for the first time. They registered a vietory
over Battery B, l9th C.A.C. once, and two victories over the Metnodlstvteam of
Hampton, Va.

The 01d Man with the hirsute adornments and the scythe who-is better known as
"Father Time" is cutting a wide swath in the ranks of the "old Timers" in the"
squadron, Practically.all of thHem will be discharged between now and April 1935,
and the majority of them will depart for the Cold World and become denizens of

"civilization", ~Sgt. Young starts the ball rolling tomorrow, the nineteenth; and
then discharges become a routine matter until next April. Barnum once said that
there was "one born every minute" but George Ade contends that since the birth rate
has ‘doubled, the percentage has increased to "one every thirty seconds™. It is
believed_yhat_this parable will apply between now and next April,
SECOND PHOTO SECTION )
During the past week the men of this section moved the photographic equipment
to the new laboratory. It is expected everything will be in readlnesq for photo~
graphic work in the near future.

Master Sergeant Nico G, Loupos, tr¢nsferred 10 this Sectlon from the 50th
Observation Squadron, returned from Chanute Field, December 9th.

“Two more future phOUOgrapher; of the»Second. Photo Secﬁlon left to take a ‘course
at Chanute Field, . :

TWENTIETH'BOMBARDMEN@‘SQUA@RON‘7""””"'

Capfain Willis H.’ Hale has now entlrely rec0vered from: hls nrolonged 1llne s
end the squadron is very pleased t0 see him around again, -

The Twentieth extends its heartiest ‘congratulations to Captain and Mrs. hale
the stork having presented them with a seven pound baby girl. Although it is

regretable that it was not a Captain Hale Junior, it is of course probable that she’
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will have inherited the>traits of her father %o the extent of being an aviatrix.
Bveryone in the squadron deeply regrets to hear that Staff Sergeant Prichard,
a former member of the Twentieth, was killed by & premature explosion.:in the
Hawaiian Islands. A fund was collected among the members of the squadron-and a
wreath was sent to his home, Wilson, N.C., where the body will be interned, =~  °

.

Langlev Field, Hampton, Va., January 8th,

For the past two weeks the officers and enlisted men of this field have been
enjoying the Christmas holiday immensely. Most of:the officers were on cross-
country flights to.the various Air Service stations within the radius of five
‘hundred miles. . Die to the condition of the weather some of the pilots were
considerably behind schedule tlme, some. of them being forced down at various
qtutlons L . . ) -, . ;

. . . i

NINETEENTH AIRSHIP COMPANY, I /- =,f' L
The A1rsn1p TC-4 made a eross~-country . fl lghbfuo sthlnotoa D.C., and return
on the 7th, Some of its crew were officers from.the Office of- tho Chief of Air
Service., The usgsuul routine of txe Jlrshlp dnd ndngar duties were carried on
through uh] peried, .. . : SO S -

.
PR

_ELEVENTH BuMBARﬁmENj,sQUADRQN . _ o )

Well, a Wew Year has started, and the Eleventh Sguadron has resolved that they
will lead again thie year in flying, basket ball, base Yall,and football,

- The holidays being over, the organization started with a rush of work, in-
stalling themselves in their new quarters; which are handy and convenient to every-
thing. We are so near the Fost Exechangé that all one has to do is to lean out: of
the doox and holler "Ham and "e--, then dress, and walk over as it is belng put
“on t;e couater for.you., Some sch¢ceo :

At the present writing, our ‘beloved and respected Commanding Officer, Capt.
E.,E.W.Duncan, is “11ght’y ill, and the squadron wishes a quick recovery from his
indis poeltﬂon. o - ’ . -

Lieut. Brady has not ug yet returned from the cross-country-flight to Chanute
Field, Ill., althouvh e is expected back almost any day now, Lleut. mulllamq -
also on a cross-country to Chanute Field, Ill., returned the sixt

The Eleventh Bombardment SquddAOQ wisgheg the Air Service a prosperOus and
happy New Year. : o e X ‘o ’ '

. . N [

TWENTIETH BONBARDMENT SQUADRON

v The 9Oth Squad ~on resumed activities after nearly two weeks' holidays, All
aDDd“Fﬂtiy thoroughly enjoyed themselves and. have come back ready for plenty of
work. .
Lt Welker and Cpl. Hewitt reccntly returned from cross~country to New York
in. a DH,.aav1ng gpent a week there, Slight motor trouble was encountered on’ severai
occasions, which, caused Lt. Welker to be & day late in returning, '

Lt Kauffman and 5taff Sgt. CGracia returned from Chanute Field on . B
January 6th, turning in a total.of 25 hours end 40 minutes flyiag time. Consider-
able difficulty was encountered during the trip owiiag to vsry inclement weather,
which was o severe at-times that it wes impossible to fly at all. Lt. Rodgers, who
started at the same time, is still held up near Columbus, Ohio, with motor trouble,
and is also snow-bound.

i W . . ' v

FIFTY~NINTH SERVICL SQ”AURON
Lu- HaYWard 1s @h.*l taking care of the duties of Post Engineering Officer in
the absence of Li. BG:trandias.‘ : :

Lt. Atkinson returned on the 6th after three weeks 'of bad weather on his
Airways tour. . T

Lt. Keuffman also gpent three weeks getting to Chanute Field and back.. He
‘was also held up on account of bad weather, .
’ . Sgthe Hlxson,,ﬁao ig suffering from a gunshot wound and is. in the hospital at
Tort Oglethorpe,. Ga., is slowly recovering. : S ' -

At our Christmas dinner we were honored with the presence of the Post
uommandlar 0f flcer _Major Westover, In his talk after dinner he complimented the
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Squadron on their mgorale and work for the pasgt year. Lt. Hayward, accompanied by hin
wife, were also at the dinner.

oW

Every one gcemed Lad to get back to work oan the 5th of January

1

Langley Field, Hamwton, Va., January 15th,

50TH GBSERVATIGN SQUADRON

Christmas came and went and it required two days for the men to get over the
effects of overstuffing themselves on the excellent eats protvided by.ox-crew cl hisf,
Sgt. Joe Miller and the wonderful "piece de resisteuce", the American bird, LURKEY."
Captain CGalloway wae the guest of honor at thie prand and glcrious Chllbtmas feast,

The Christmas holidays meant slack work for our organisation, although our
"Aerial. Limousines" were on several cross=couatry flighte. Liecub, Whitely and Sutter

flew to Mitchel Field, Long Island, to partake of New York's Holiday HOEpltallty and |

Lieut,. McDonald flew to Phlladelphld Navy Yard to spend the Yuletide Season in
Quaker fashion. Lieut. "Whitely failed to turn on his headlights near Nitchel Field
and consequen}ly glided ten miles north and deO“ltPu our olo GlllOplﬂz Goose #5

in Ye Olde Citye of Hicksville, Long Island. " Lieut.

. The organizationtsNew 1ea19 present consisted of .one safe and sane/of AirService
being deposited upon our shelf, namely, Homer W, Fercuson lately from the famed city
of the Alamo and cradle of mrxac Liberty, Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas. Captain
Galloway assigned him the duties of Armement and Communicationg Officer. All our
personnel j01n inahearty welcome to Lt, Ferguson and wish him success Wlih‘the
fifty fifty's in all his efforts and struc gle with Cosmclene and Static

In compliance with.orders from Post Headguarters, @ 2 fternoon classes in theo~
retical and practical rigging were held daily., Thus far no damages have been done,
to wings or fuselage, as the majoritylof our crews are excellent soft cshoe.artists.

TVENTIETH BOMBARDVENT SQUADROH .

Very incl@ment weather held up the operations of the Squadron during the past
week, The weather hav1A, improved the 20th Sguadron pilots are now maklxr up for
last tine,

The Squadron is very sorry to hear that an Lieut. Welker, the Squadron
inspector, is 11l and hopes t“ut he will soon recover and be restored to duty.

‘ The 20th 3quadron Mess, which in the opinion of the majority of the enlisted
personnel of the Squadron, is the most essential deoartment, is now very good; due
to the efforts of the Mess Sergeant licKenna, The epicurean members of ihe Squddron

can now satiefy their gastronomic craviags to their hearts' content. .o

Liéut. Sutter is working very hard to get the 20th Basket ball team ia shape
for the schedule of the games which start this week. The team will have 1o win
many games to evea partially repay Lieut. Sutter for his ef’orts to organize a
crack organization, as he has had many chstacles to overcome. '

1ot Lieut, CO]m, who has been with the 20th Rombardment Squadton for over a
year, was ordered %o Kelly Field, Texas, a and is now getting ready to leave. The
20th deeply régrets to lose this very popular officer, who has always shown the
keenesgt of interest and has given us 111m1ted support in anything that would bencflt
the Squadron,
Corporal Cline was promoted to the rank of sergeant, and the Squadron wishes.
him the best of luck in his new capecity. L : ‘ T

Sergeant Evert has now joined the 20bh Squadron, haviag been ordered. here as a
replacement for Sgt., Fritz who transferred to Hawaiian Departmwent. The Squadron
welcomes Sgte Evert and wishes him the very beat luck, : . ¢

lst Lieut. John Rs Drumm, returned on January 11tH, from forty-five days' sick
leave, He is lookinz well and claims to feel guite fit. Sgt. Albert H. Hagkins
reported to Langley Field, January 13th, and was agsigned to 58th Service Squadron
AeS., for duty. He has just returned from the Philippines, says that he is glad to
be back in the U.3.A., and hie friends here.rejoice with him.

S8TH SERVICU oQUADRON

k3

96TH ROMBARDMENT SQUADRON

Lieuts: Lindeburg and Bowen, with 5t. Sgt. Malley and Reavis as mechanics, made
a cross-country flight to Chanute Field, Ill., for the purpose of ferrying four
enlisted men to that place who are to take courges of instruction in the various
: -1 5= v V=-5364, A.S




departments of the school., As luck would have it they were forced to spend the
Xmas holidays at "3SuULE PLACEY, Qur Basgket. Ball team played ten games, winning

geven, tieing one and-looging two., In view of the fact that our Squadroen Commander,
Capt. Edw. C. Black, has seen fit %o out-fit the team with the equipment necessary
to cut an imposing figure on the floor, we hope to find the- 96th fighting for

firet place -ailong with the other moszt able conteaders.mt Thesnd of the baskel ball
season, - Re-enligiments in the "Devils}Own" are-very high. We believe that we
lead the TField in.that respect. THERE IS5 A REASON.

59th SERVICE SQUADRON

Major Pirie, Commanding Officer of the 2ad Bombardment Group, made a cross-—
country flight to U@shln:ton, D.C., and return, in the Group Headquarters CO-4. ;
Lt. Bertrandias is expected to return soon from leave. Master Sgt. Pirisky was
relieved from duty 25 Actinf lst Sergeant by Staff Sgt. Jarnlgaa recently relieved
from recrultlzu Outy a+ RluﬂmOQJ, Va, :

Selfridee Fieid, Wt. Nlémens, Mich.: Jaauary Tth. : .

Desiring a relief from office routine and formation flying, the Commanding
Officer, Major Lanphier, with five of hie intrepid flyers, Captain Tillinghast,
lst Lieuts. Hunter, Johnson, Bettis and 2nd Lieut. Minty, hied themselves to the
hangers and ia a few minutes were roarinz through the foggy space in Curtiss
Pursuits bound for MelCock Field, Dayton, Qhio, for test purposes, They left
Selfridge on Jen. 5th and ciurnel on the th. ' : ' ,

‘The Post basket ball semson was opéned on January 5th with a a rame between the
17th and 27th Pursuit Sguadrons, tho 17th emersing from the chaos breathless
smiling and with the big end of a 32-8 score. The next uight the 27th played the
95th Pursuit Squadron and lost again - 32-11. 4% least the 37th are consistent in
holding their opponents t¢ the same number ofpoints, Oa the 7th, the 17th and 94th
Pursuit Squadrons played a hard and fast game and it was not until the fiual
whistle that the 17ih could fecl the 'lezst gatisfied with a two POiﬂt margin, the
final score being 22-20,

This year's schedule ecalls for 15 games. Five cqmeu are pLayoﬂ each week in
Post gymnasium and are refereed by Bir s George Cobb of Mount Clemens, who give
perfect satisfaction. '

The teams reproseateu are the HGwquurup1b, 87th Service Squmdlol, 17th, 27th,
94th and 95th Pursuit $ Squadrong. Une may alwaye expect plenty of action wnen ’
soldier teams get together for imber-sqguadron fray, for they play hard and tnlnk
nothing of barrel-rolling an opponent or of losing a fev ya ards of their owa or
some one elge's eplderM1s. .

No stars of exoeptloﬁal brilliance havL as yet made their appearance on this
year's horizon with the possible exception of "BLOODY IKE" Blodika, the big husky

fighting centér of the 17th team. As @ gcoring machine he is in a class by himself,

being of such strength that he often mekes seemingly- 1mooss;ble baskets with
apponents hangln" pendant~-like from each well muscled arm.

Yet we fear for his safety -~ some day he is liabie teo get mad and f]lng an
opponent and ball together throurh the basket, =

Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot, Pairfield, Ohio, January 224,

1

After clesing for the holidays, the various departmeats at the Falrfleld Air
Intermediate Daﬁot re—ope;eﬂ o4 Monday, January 5Sth. '

Major Benjamin G. Weir nade a br¢e‘ vigit to this station, Ieaving on January
14th, _ .

On January 15th Lieut, Leon B, Sharon flew to Kokomo, ‘Indiana, delivering
supplies to the Air Service unit of the Indiana Jatlonal “ua d. He returned to
Wilbur Wright Field on the same afternoon, . R

Lieut. Donald G. Duke ¢er‘cd from Scott Field on an airways trip on January
17th, remaining here over Sunday. He left for Bolling Field on the 19th.

" The first dinner dance of the season, scheduled for January 2lst at the
Officers' Club, unlike-the dmnces which heve immediately preceded 1t, was only for

> a4 o - P . . 1 o o 3 B 1] ISV R o '
the officers and ladies of the Post, belng in the nature of a ‘get-to-getaer‘ party.

Capt. F.F.Christine is the Chairman of the Entertainment Commnittee
Lieut. Aubrey Hornsby left on January 15th for Maxwell Field, Montgomery,.

Ala., ferrying a DeHaviland piaﬂe to ‘that station. ‘
: ~1&- ’ L V-5364, A.S.

e




KelLv Fleld San An+oa10 Texas., January'Vth.

uneut CrOﬂau and Srt. Womack, of the ZPnd PﬂOu Section, recently maoped a
considerable area in-the vicinity- o? Sweetwater and Pogt Fleld in coanection with
the Texaa “State Board of Water Engineers.
4y o CBPY W BoLynd 1eft . on airways for St, Louis on January Sth, résuming the
regu1ar airways. schedule aftér bhe holldaj

Captain Burdette 3. ergnt recently transforrea from the Office Chief of Air.
Servmce, reborted for duty,

ECH

»

qus;_an DivisionJ Air Serviee, Fort Bliss, Texes, January 8 = 17. L

’

Lieut. Clarh ed the flying time of the Second D1v131on Alr oerv1ce, durlng
the month of . Decpmber with 40 hours and 15 mlnutes. otaffASergeant Pierée was
second with 39 houru dnd 5 minutes. \ - :

The following. cross=count bry flights were made dufla the abowve period: . Lieut.
Clark and berveant Pierce to Fort Stocekton, Texas, Jaauary 10th, returning the
folloW1ng day, Lieut. O'Connell, with Prlvaue Dryden as o%server, to San Antonio,
Texas, Jdnuarv 8th for the purpose of securing machine gun equipment for this
o"gazlza+1on. They also wmade a cross-country flight to Fort Clark, Marfa and return
on January 1lth; Lieut, Weddington and Nr, Shedd, of Fort Bliss, to Douglas,
Arlzona,'and Lordqburb,-ﬂpﬁ Mexico, on January Otn for the purpose of inspecting
airdromes at these stations; Lleut. Smith and Cuotaln Seaberry to Douglas, Arizona,
- ~ and return on. Jaluary th.

' " Hal &, Tucke of the 12th Ob servation Squadron, reenlisted for the same.
o*raalzatlon on January 13th; Corporal Jawes E. Rucker, discharged on the 12th,
reenlisted the' next day and nas promoted Sergeant; Sergeant Louderoavk alacharaed
January 13th,- reenlisted the following day in the leet Photo Section; Private

.

lst Clasgs Howard F. hulrali was appointed Corporali on T"“uary 13th.

Fifth Composite Group, Air Service., Luke Fiéld; H;T*{JDécembef 12th.-
The last four or five weeks were especially busy ones ia sgocial, recféationﬁl
and military ways for the officers znd men at Luke Field. ’ o
. November 19th, Luke Field mot ner ancient  and homorable rival, Fori Shafter, =
to wrestle for Sector League foot ball lomors, season of 1924, A safety, managed
by Shdfter ia the. first few moments of play, upset the score in their favor, and
though the Flierg tlpped the beam in their faver, 6 - 2, before the first quarter
N ende&, Shafter ran it up again in the third ondrter to 8 = 6. In fourth quarter
both gides scored again, neither converted, and the game endéd 14 - 12, with. Shafter
holding'the Sector Leagué supremacy. This is the third vear in succession that
this annval tuegsle has. come out with but two points or less separating the Air
Statlon from League laurels., It was a fine, clesan game, , and both sides were still
in the pink" when <the wnlstl ended the'war, ’ S . S
The fliers and mechanics doffed their uniforms donqed overalls and straw hats
and played hos+s to. the maidens of Honolulu at a reg'lar old fdshzo%ed Barn Dance,
held in the 6th Pursuit Squadron's hanzar, which was appropriately coaverted for, the
occasion. Being the eve of Thanksgiving, tne soirit of revelry prevalled and the
crowd of 300 visitors departed reluotaatiy, as ig usual with our Air Service partles.
Outs bandlng flights and missions for the month included a ferrying trip to the
. Island of Molokai,,when Mr. Max H, Carson, District Engineer for the Department of
the Interior, was conVeyed in two Martin Bombers, to do some Governmeat Reconnala-
sance work. ¥Flights were also made to the Islan a of Maui, ‘
.While on vacation at the Island of Hawaii, Major Krogstad, Pﬂftn Comp051te
i Group Commander, and Captain Kirkpatrick, rommandlqv of ficer of the.72nd Bombard-
ment Squadron, curveyed many sites on that Island, which may. be turned into future
landing fields. Mr, Hines, manager of the Hawi Mlil and Plantation Co., Ltd., at
Fawi, I°land of Hawaii, offexed the Air Service the use of a ten-acre tract near
his mlll Wlth an eye’ to having it. develOped for future commerclal or Covernmental
passquer and mail carryinge. '
"Thig latter orOJect of inter-iéland Alrplane service attracted conﬂlderaole
sm © atteation from the Pan-Pacific Food conference, which held its coaclave in Honolulu
during November. The plan for a proposed Hawall‘to California and Hawaii to Japan
airplane flight is also causing much ink to be liberated in the Honolulu press these
days. e o ’ _ '
The usual "Aloha" mission was flown by NB-Sls when the U,3.A.T., "Cambrai® left
for home, December 6&th.

I
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The officers of the 65th Service Squadroan were hosts the last of the moath to
all the officers and ladies of the Post st & "Mechanics Bali“} held in the Officerr A
Club on the Post. vaora?ls and monkey wrenches were at a premium for a tlme. X v
The novel enteriainnent was greatly enjcyed.

Those wac saw B f&@lLF -Gonaral Mitehsll's fifty page account of his recent

s ey : : . gy : . -
tiger huntiug safari in India, which eppearved in the November "National Geographic” {
read the account and studied Jrna photcgraphs with profound interest. Much commeant
was ccoasioned by the fact that the General admitied the bullets from a Springfield
¢30=.30 only made the tiger come the faster, The Gereral had to resort to a
, double -tarrelied ,451, which we imagine to be a juvenile Freanch .37. In case of
war in Iadia at any time in tle fuuure we will try.and trade our pup tents for
‘heavy tanks, S - .

Meny pioneer members, who have been on this Fleld gince 1922 sailed for
discharge or re=-a 81rhm0ntq on the mainland, December 6th. We lost four ptaff
Sergeants, two Sergeants, and haif a dozen weterans ef lesser g”ade. :

The rew Post Bxchange, begun November lst, now rears its proud frame to the _
skios, The roof is on, effectively covered with prepared tar-paper shingles; the .
firet coat of paint has been applied, and W1ndcw are being set as this document
is being written., Thie P.X, will be run in ecovjunction with the old Exchange,
Which_will funetion as restaurant and tailor ghop: the barber shop and Exchange” ¢
proper being ready to move into the new domicile after-the first of the year., ‘
Lieut. Bennett E. Weyers, Post Exchange Officer, is.responsible, for the planning of
the excellent new building, anﬂ Sergeant Gresham for the construction thereof,

The 4lst Air Intelligence’ Sectlon, which first came to life September 20,

1921, as Branch Information Office #11, was "Demobbed" by War Department Order,

through Headquarters Hawaiian Department. The Section has had ten commanding f
officers, five sergeants, and sixteen enlisted men of miscollaneous'grades; since

its inception, TIts duties will be continued as a Group Uperation function, both in

“the matter of Post publicity, "Fish=Tale" editing and printing, and 1ntelllgence
work entailed in the forthcoming spring Army-Navy maneuvers to be held in these

waters in 1925,

The Luke Field “Fish Tale" enjoyed hearing from its first parent, Captain
Robert Oldys, former Luke Tield cormarder, now on duty in the Office, Chief of Air

’

Service, by meang of a 1ofter received last week. The Caplain sent forward a K
resume on Alr Service sentiments prevailing at the National Capibol,which wmll ;
appear in cur Second Anniversary issue of January lst. ¥

Inter-squadron basket ball bounced to the fore, commencing December 8th. when
the 19th Squadron engaged the 6th Squadron and tcppsd them for a 3=-point win.
Games take place four afternoons a week, and at the present time fulfill our
athletic program, ‘

The [first heavy rain for many moons past descended upon our dusty 1sle the
night of Decenber 11th, accompanied by flashes of lightring and thunder., It was a
shame that old J. Pluv could not have timed his visitation better, for his efforts
puddled the flying field, thereby preventing the “Alcha” hop plaaned to welcome the i
Territorial Governor, Mr. Farrington, who arrived oa the "City of Los Angeles"

December 12th. A pretty flotilla of MB-3As were charted to make the’ ﬁrlp,
abolition of which, (I am tempted to zay: ahlution of Whlch) caused disappointment
to all concerned. . :

A group of officers f1éw via moonlight in two ombcr to %chofleld Barracks_ .
December 9th, to sit in on the big smoker in Schofield's bowl. "The entertainment .

~was well Worth the trip, |

The Fifth Compdsite Group looks. forward to receiving its accredited. collar S |
insignias for’ officers and men sometime during the aext two months. The design '
consistgof a death's head, with a yellow (1ugnJ'b) widg on either side. below,
on a seroll is the Group motto' "Kial O Ka Lewa", meaning "Guardians of the Upper
Reglons lost of the line organizations SUauLOQed at Oahu wear a distinotive
collar ornament,‘_o we-ehall be glad to have ours, when it comes.

‘ Three flghturs from our post, stables, D& Rancy, Priston and’ Hladerllder,

journeyed forth to rem;e;ent ug. at the blg smoker at our nelghbor post, Fort
Kamehamehsg (Coast Artillery) on the night of December 26th. Luke Field won several
declqlons 4t the Kam smoker held in September,

The Post Recreation officer is planning to run a sp901al train from the West '
Gate, Pearl Harbor, to Schofield Barracks, (twenty miles) early on the afternodn -
of December 17th, in order to convey the horde of rooters.from this fair Rock to
witness the foot. ba”l war staged at Schofield that afternoon, when Sector |
(composite) team and Schofield's best do red battle for Army foot ball honors’ of-

Oahu, for the season 1924, Both factlono are keen for the vietory, and the teams

LY
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are- d01ng thelr best to maxe the melee of the l7th a memoraole one.

.Clark Fleld;_PamDanga1 P. I.i Novenber 8th.

BASE- auLL “Not, 4o :ood.~ The team of tpp Third Purguit S5gdn., broke even the
past week, copping their game Sunday from the Medics of Ceamp Stotsenburg by the scor:
of 5 to 4, Toaay they took on the Quartermaster Detachment of Stotsenburg and at
the windup of the little old pgame they were on the +a2il end of a 5 to 3 score,

’ irouble DeFord” has, been on pins and needles duuab the week waiting an answer
from. the ‘officers of Camp Nichols for a return game. Now, I will tell one: Doc
. Reinartz and Von Hlmvcl Kimble believe that he will still be on the Wdltlng list
when the present séason comes 10 a close.

The loecal 1oya1 rooters of the Air Service team in the Army Ledgue took of; for
Manila this morn to help the team along in their upward climb 6f the pres sent Pennant
raée. The "Pdltor" of the Apple Cider Press’ thankeu ug for our interest in the team
last- Suﬂday evenln& when he favo“oa us on- uhe 1ow~down. of the games ab COTPPPldOT.
Saturday and Sunday.

OPERATIONS: Detacqmeﬂts of the 26th Cavalrj and 24th Field Artlllery left

Camp Stobsenbur* on JOVONbéT lct on a reconnalbgdnce migsion, the former to skotch
the aréa -in-and around Cabaﬂ Cefona St Rogario, San Jose Pantacangan, Marlklt
Bacong and Baler Bay, and the latter to . sketeh tze area in and around Caoanatuan
Pura, Nueva, Bongabon, Mugal and Agri Po*nt. In connection w1tn this mission the
Thlrd Pursult Squadron was assigned the Small task of making Contact with both
parties at. least three times a week, starting ¥onday November 3rd a 'flight of two
D.Hy,4's, manned by lst Lt P.L, Wi 111@ms - Pilot, lst Lt. W.M.Lanagan - Observer
(Contdct plane) and 2nd Lt, B.W,.0! hidlaw —.ﬁllot Zna L% . O.R.Cook - Observer
(Escort plane). Due to inclement weather it was impossible to dispatch aireraft on
m10510vs on the 5th. - On the 6th: 1st Lt. Roy W, Camblin - Pilot, 2nd Lt. H.M..
Wittkép - Observer *(Contact plane) and 1st Lt. G.H.Beverley - PllOu, Capt.,G.C.
utlckman Cav., Obsgérver, wore digpatched and shortJy after making. contact with the
Art 1llery Detachment and’ earoute to establish Contaect with the Cavalry over the
wildg. of Luzon,.a conpection on the hose oil line ieading to the pressure gauge of
Lt Camblln s txusty Liberty worked loose and then and there the Mr. Liberty Twelve
tried his bestest to:establish a floating "Beauty Shop" with "Paw" as the first
customer. When the oil gtarted towards Paw's goggles, he and little Witt were many
miles from an aircraft landing field so he. immediately proceeded to make one of his
best turns among the clouds and head towards home the nearest field anyone kaew of
at the time, but-on reaching Cabanatusn he decided-to slip in an application for
membershlp to that small and select circke we hear of now and then forget for a-
few ‘years.: Dlscoverlng a clear spot on the bsach he SllpOed D.H.onto it without
mlqhan 51Qndled our Engineering Officer, 1st Lt. G.H.{Rev) Beverley 40 land and
- on land1n~ Bev, gave it the Double 0, took off for home and-upon arriving packed
the necegsary Articles of War. into hl° trusty D.H. and off he was for the beach of
trouble,. “Arriving>there they made the necessary repairs, both’ appearing in their
family circles that evening for dinner. Capt. E.H. DeFo;d ~.pilot, 1st Lt. J.D.
Barrigar - .Observer (Contact’ pLaae) Tst Lt. F.ViH.Kimble - Pilot, lst Lt. S.F.Reyes,
F. A.-Obcerver (Es cort plane), were dispatched on the missicn on the 7th. - Begides
maklng Contact w1tn the Detachments, our planes carry messages and small unbreakable
parcels for ‘the'personnel., By unbreakable we mean cameras, mirrors, etc., whlch are
dropped on paper parachutes., As we have received no hills for damages from the.
parties, interested, we presume our methed of dropping the parcele'is successfule

A formation of,three M.B.,3A's, pilots - Capt. E.H.DeFord, lst.Lt. F.V.H:Kimble
and J.D.Barrigar, took off for Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., so as to.be up ‘and ready
for ‘the U.S.A:T: "Thomas" when it docks in Maaila. -They will remain at Nichols
- overnight -and will take off from there early tomorrow to show their stuff.to the
passengers.abdard ‘the "Thomas".

Capt Eugens ‘G, Reinartaz,'our genla‘ Fllght Surg eon, WhO is up aad ready at all
times to. dlspenae ‘his wares to the Commissioned and’ Enllsted Personnel and their
families, discovered a few days ago what it means to be such a good Tlight Surgeon _
in‘the Phlllporunes. As his two-year old tourhheresie-about finished, he sold his
Lil old'Buick and proceeded to pack his old kit-bag and other household UteﬂSJlﬁ.UOv
as to be all ready to -step aboard the old "Thomas" on the 15th bound for the Stales.
Tho hig orders:arrived 0.K., the powero that.be here decidéd to hold him over urilL
" the next .boate' Altho knowing. that Doc was_ greatly disappointed on receipt cf the
newu, all of the peroonnel of th1s station r9301ced on hearlng that he and his wife
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were t0 remain amoung those oJescnt for a fevr mop*%s longer.
gergeant J.J Flanagan stépped idtcithe’ figld th¢~ morhing. to 301n the 3rd-
Pursuit Squadren. ,
sérgeant A,H.Haskins, Privetes E.A.Shephard, W,R.Stephens .and Ray.Stanley Spakes
their lost litile plece at fthis station -for a while at least, as they said Good=bys
te 1hr1r'comrddeu and dépurted for tHe Cusual Camp at Fort Wm. uumld]ﬁy where tney !
will ramain until the woraing of the 15th; when they will taks & little ride on an®’
cpen Q.M, Barre down the old Pasig River Td the Q.. Docke in hanlla Whvre they le*
hep abo ard the good- old "Thomas", bound for the Stetes. None of us envy them their
t¢Jp devm the Pasig, but there are many among ug - who Woulo like 1o be fll]lnr iiélr
ChOu“ when they step auoard the "Thomas™, e ’
'$OCTAL ACTIVITIES: Me will not attempt to chronicle the many aoc1al events thaz
 the officers and ladies of Clark Field put on at "the Field and are called upon to '
; Tt and dt “Canp Stotsenbur ‘needless to’ say that the hours when they- are oxf of duty
faw& well taken up -on Bridg e, Mah Jongg, Dances, ete. : '
Y The Sergeanu of the Third Pursuit oouadron threw a farewell "Tea‘Party" for - .
Staff Sgt, E. Micky and Szt AJH. H¢sk1ns at the Cantina George in Ange)eg. Battlin; )
Bettling Mitehell our BQntam weight Mess Sergeant was in charge of the nose bags.
He set the Fate out Tuteh style ina “trough (table) ard all present gathered around
.on the hoof and helned, th@uselves, S'nough 1o say the trough yas surrounded from~
A.JO 10 11:00 and there was vplent Left over. It was a real old Dutch lunch. AnOﬂg‘
tlie delicacies’ p*e"ent we noted: uoa:b Beef, Pork and Ham, Swiss. Limburger and
Pimeato Cneeqe' Dlll oweat and’ NlAeo Plcklec- ‘Pickled Onions, Greea aand Stuxfed
Olives, "Beer drinke rs deizgnt" Uard Boiled Egg , Young CGreen Onions, Radishes,
Braad and Saltine Wafers y F.A.D. Qunyon was in charge of tranbporfaulon and liquid
refreuhment~- needless to say there was plenty of both. Japaneeza Micky was song
ileader and Baldy anie grqbbed the crowa for telling stories with gpice, while
Rthy Rlce got the ?anlna for telling parlor stories. .Pap Srote and’ Sap Suparov1ch
warein charge of the Ballarina's, but fell down on-their detail as none appeared on
the scene, Among ithéée reported absent were the ol Top Kicker Wonsoa, Gus Hunter,
_whnse car wasg recently inspected and condemned, WILES Sloan Fat ‘Boy known in s ome
parts ag Darling Smith and poor old Hoosier hgéa who was SXCUaGu oy fneDoctor Oﬂ
account of havinz gome’ fever. '
o FIN. Now if you are all reauy I w111 start a1nglng that good old mEoS HALL
BALLARD. (and I hope to hear you all join iu, when I come to the cboruc) eﬂtluled
WE'HAD SOMVE Um f””AE ATNT mu MORE , )

San Antonio Air Int rmedlate Depot Vellv Fleld Texa Januarv 6th. N

At:3:15 o clock on Xmas Eve, all t 18 llttle boys and glrls at the’ Post with the
their pareuts were coagrecated at 4he Service Club, chattering, joking, and ldugh-
ing., When suddealy from above the roof came a Jlngle like sleigh bells, the rus Sh=
ing sound of wings, footstcos on the roof, a gcraping and puffln gound from the
chimney, followed by the portly figure and genial countenance of Santa Claug"
emerging from the great fire-place, vajlag in a heariy voice: we1l, well, I wonder
how many of thése little boys and girls have been- good children Whllb I have been
away the past year". :_;

Amid the hush of the’ expecta At llttle ones, Sauta. CJaus stepoed to the

~ wondrously decorated Chflstmd° Tree and dlotrlbuted auts andles_ oranges, and toys
to every littie boy and girl of the Post.

Mrs. Dorwin Latkland, the mother of Hajor Lack]ana ~ and tne other ladles of the
Post. made the arrangements for brlnglag Santa Claus W1fn his Cdﬁdles and toys here
this year.,. . . =

It seems fhai the small chlmneyc commoa to this nart of Texas will not admlt ‘
the bulky flgure of Sdnfa Claus. A few ,Ayb he;ore Chrlstma& many. oftme chlldren_;
were heard dlscu581ng in dubmous torms how Sonta .could get into their houses
through such small openings. The younger ones were perfectlv confldent that he.
could compress himself and hig load of toys enough to v151t their homes in this
nrthodox manner, . But oomc of the older boys and girls were. gloomlly skeptical’ of
Santa's ability to d@u into their homes in this way. hearnng of these doubts and
apprehensions, lrs “Lackland got in touch’ with. Santa Claus by radio and told him
about every Tittle. bor and glrl in the Post and about their anxieties. After tqls
radio- conference with SuauwAClau a blg evergreen Chiristmas Tree mysterlously
arrived, and from time to‘ulme packs of ‘candies and toys ceme 1n.,;Tae great brlck
chinney was swept out ko Chrlstma _Tree was erectod in +the Service Club and’ '

et

decorated with snow and frost crystals and vari- colorpd miniature electric lights. §

*
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Followlng the wishes of Santa CLauﬁ, lirs. Lackland and the ladies wrapped; tugged,
and hung presents for all the children on the tree. .

Candy, fruit, and cigars were distributed among the older celebrea:s. § ata
left to i1l his other engagements, and the children, eager to try thei; toys,
started for home. Ia this way the gathering dlﬂperaed each one smiling hapvily
at the children's dellght. .

On' New Year's Eve the employees of the Depot gathered at the Serviet 01?7
and danced the old year out and the New Year in. The rooms were decoratei with
holly, long festoons of Spanish moss, and colored lights.

The decorations with the soft lights suggested a moon-lighted glen umler a

“clump of live-oask trees taken over by a - group of wild merry makers, Italian,
Russian, and Mexican dances 1ntcro:etat1ve of respective national cnaracter;eutlcs
-were features of the entertainment. )

NMajor Frark D. Lackland, and hisa mother, Mrs, Dorwin Lackland held an open
house New Year's Day. The offlners and ]ddles of the Poat and friends from the
other camps and the city called to pay the compliments of the.Season. A buffet

luncheon, consisting of delicacies of the season was gerved on a ﬁlde board and
cables to the guests,

A\
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Following the wishes of Santa Ciauq, l¥re, Lackland and the ladles Wrapped tngged,
and hung pregents for all the children on the tree.
Candy, fruit, and cigars wére distributed among the older celebraﬂ:s.“SLntu
left to fill his other engageménts, and the c¢hildren, eager to try theiir toys,
started for home, In this way the gathering dlaperaed, each one smiliny hapvily
at the children's delight, S .
On New Year's Eve the employees of the Depot gathered at the Serviee 0197-
and danced the old year out and the New Year in. The rooms were decoratei with
holly, long festoons of Spanish mose, and colored lights.
The decorationg with the soft lights suggested a moon-lighted glen umsler a
clump of live-oak trees taken over by a group of wild merry makers. Italian,
Russian, and Mexican dances interpretative of respective national cnaracterzeutlcs *
-were featuree of the entertainment. :
Major Frank D, Lackland, and his mother, Mrs, Dorwin Lackland held an open )
house New Year's Day., The Offlcers and ladies of the Pdst and friends from the
other camps and the city called to pay the compliments of the.Season. A buffet
luncheon, consisting of delicacies of the season was served on a side-board and
tables to the guests. '
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VOL. IX - ATIR _SERVIOGCE NEWS LETTER - °NO, 3

Information Division. . N ' : - munlilO%s.Bulldlng
. ', CT . © AT 3 -
Alr Service o . . . February 14;:.1925 . YWashineton,D.C. .

. . . ; ‘ . , ol
The purpose of this letter is to keep the wversonnel of the Air Service both in
Washington and in the field, informed as to the activities of the Air Service in
general, and for release to the. 3ub1lc Press., : '

b et 1 A e ) ' e RO . : : . . Co -

FOR RELEASE February 37, 1925, ’ _ . ' ’ . .
. -w.>\AUMWEMMMECM% |

. o O 3y Robert R. Aurand.

. . . : * . W .

A crash fraught with thrills,from which Lieut. Harold G. Peterson, A.3., 15th
Squadron Observation (RS).Chanute Field, Ill., and Ensiga Moore, U.S.N., of the-
U.5.5.MILWAUKEE, passenger, miraculously escaped serious injury, occurred recentl
about. a mile and e half west of “¢0ﬂv1lle Ind., and 14 miles+from.Indianapolies ‘W‘f
. - The day was murky and vision Jisg obscurea by fog when the participants in Th;s ;
unique mishap took off from the flying stage. Lieut. Peterson was flying.an air=- |
ways plane to Dayton, Ohio, -and when adout eighty miles on the'itine*ary;ythe fog !
descended to the ground, .comoletbly blotting out the landscape, thus oreventing the |
selection of a field for a forced landing, should such a contingency arise. - -

~A cold wave in the white pall soon caused ice t0 form on the, wiags and leading
edges of the plane ,» coating the struts and wires with a dangerous blanket. -So fast
did this icy eqvelone assume substantial proporiions that in a e%or* time Lieut.:
Peterﬁon avers he was forced %o fly with his motor wide open in ord r.;t0 maintain
his position. » But the flying speed kept falling away, the ‘indicator shOW1ag each’
minute a loss of ten miles an hour. When a speed of 75 miles per hour was recorded
on-the dial, the right wing gucdealy droooed. S Only +he guick, judicious manipu=
lation of all the opposite altitude coq rols in & nose dive brought the plane back
to normal flying noqltlon, L ' : . _

Thinking that, perhaps, a change of 01recL10n mlchb enablz them to clear the
“cold wave,.the ship was headed d¢rectly west, and at the same time an effort was .
made to gain sufficient altitude to permit the passenper to make a parachute jump
in safety. Both attempts, however, were futile. The cold became more intense; an |
gltitude of 550 feet was reached, but no credit was given the: altimeter for the * |
authent1c1ty of these figures as it was feared the sudden change in atmospheric . |

-conditions might have caused this delicate instrument to err. :

~ The fact that. the motor was running wide open availed wnothinhg, for the ship,
instead of .gaining-altitude, gradually began to settle, losing forward speed, Soon
the -altimeter registered a height.of 100 feet, and an airsspeed of only 55 niiles
an hour was indicated ~ just landing speed, r"he ground could not be seen, Oﬂlg he
dismal shroud. of sfog on all sides, +o . - - ; y

coo,  Lieuts Peterson ‘cut the gun w1th .only the Lemote 90651b111 ty of a‘safe landing
_stralpht ahead to console him. -They glided between two trees, just-visible oan edch

gide, the plane's wing tips JUSU graziang the trunks ae they eslid by. A dark mass
leaped into sight = -three lerge trees.  There was no dodging these, for such a try
meant a tail spin, so the oilot ithrer the ‘switches and wointed tne.ao&e of ‘the plane
between them, The ship hit the itrees about forty feet in the air, one tearing off
the left wing. The right wing and end of the propeller c¢ollided Wluh another tree
with such foree that the impact caused the motor to leap from the ship like‘a - .
-stone . from a slln y' reduced the rlqg and propeller to matchwood,and breakiag “the
tree at the base. The fuselage and ‘its occupants craghed to.earth with the tree.

-Lieut. Peterson immedia uely after the raccident hurried Fneiga Mocre to the o
hospltal at Fort Beajamin Hartison, Ind., where an examination revealed his injury
to be so slight as not to hinder. his leaving for Chicego that day. 'LleUu,.heuerson
returned .to Chanute Field- the following day, by air, : : Cl

The opinion that the resistance offered by the accumulation of 1ice on the plane
rather than its weight was responsible for the loss of flying speed is advanced by
Lleut Peterson. He ‘further adds the. information t“mt the coating of ice increased
the dimensions of theswires on thel plane to akout ons and & guarter. irnches and thaib
the broken tree measured 26 ,inchesg 1ngd1ameter at ihe base, - . . .
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ATIR SERVICE SECURES FINE ECLIPSE PICTURES

Scientists engaged in the work of gathering nstronomical data in collaboratir:

. with the Army Air Service at the-time of the recent eclipse of the sun, ‘deciafed
that the results obtained.ranked with the best ever achievéd .in this- form of = ...
investigation, - Photographs of the eclipse from army airplanes flown at nigh

- altitudes were “aken in different sections of the United States, This work, however,
was done on the largest scale at Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, whero Dr. David’
Todd was in general charge of operations. OQur Mitchel Field Corfecpondeﬁu deseribes

in the following manner the participation of the Aray Air Serv1co in thig scientific

endeavor: : ‘

"The ancient science of Agtronomy collavorated with one of the newest aero~
nautics, in adding to the sum'total of the accumulated W1sdom of the ages." Thig
was the concensus of opinioca as to the oart the Army Air Service played in observing
and photographing the eclipse of the Sua from Mitchel Field on January 24th,

Dr. David Todd, Professor.Emeritus of Astronomy at Amherst University and a
venerable and distinguished 'scientist, outlined the data to be secured, and his

- presence and .efforts placed the observations on a truly scientific basis. In this

he was. assisted by Mr. William W. Hosp. Anotner nrominent astronomer who made his

headquarters at Miichel Field was Dr, W.J«Luyten of Harvard Unlver31ty.

The.morning of January 24th wes bitterly .cold with high north winds blow1ng.
Activity on the flying line started at five thirty, and by seven it was evident that
the limited-facilities for heating oil and water would not. permit the entire thirty
five planes to get off the ground in' time to carry. out their. respective migsionsg.’
The schedule was quickly revised and +he ten least 1mportant missions ellmlnated.
The last of the remaining tweniy five planes cleared the field a little after eight.

‘ ‘To.avoid congestion and;the possibility of collision the lst Observation

Squadron wag asvigned a point over Danbury,. Connect:cu+ the 5th- Squadron over

Greenport, Long Island,: and the, 5lst. Serwlce Squaoron was uO operate ‘between upper

Menhattan and Poughkeepsie. -As a. further safeguard durlng the perlod of totallty
-all pilots were recuired 1o ..use thewr flashllghuh.‘ R '

. Working under i 1¢tractloaq from Dr..Todd, LlGUo. an Goddard wags detamled to
secure. picturés of the shadow bands of the. Nooq and Dr.. S.,. Burka's mission callgd
for pictures of the Sun's Corena. From ¢ teen thousaad feet over Newburgh New ~
York, Lieut. Goddard, wiloted by Lieut. G.C. HMcDonald made a picture which will be
of .interest to sciente for many years to come, It Was baken just before totallny
and shows the ghadowsof the wmoon -one hundred miles in dlameter with the shadow bando
‘on its arrivisg edge and beyond, the reflection of the Sun, reduced to a small
crescent, in the waters of Long ‘Islend Sound.. Far ‘in the dlotance can be seen the
bright horizon ia the unaffected area, On landing Lieuts. Goddard and McDonald
degcribed .the scene minutely to the assewbled actr0uomer3'and reporters and ‘in two
hours the 14th Photo Section had developed the ﬁegatlve and, made a large number of
prints. . . . The picture verified their description on every point.

, - Dre S.M. Bu;ka and- hi€ pilot, Lleuu, C E.Crumrine, suffered a setback before

leaving the .ground. . Dr. Burka was.to operate the Llfty -inch focal length camera

frow iicCook .Field, and special brackets had been built on the D-H he was to use.

In making the’ flnal adjustment: of thl,,m0ﬂ5+er camerL the 0il in thn motor. of their
‘plane congealed. There was ro time to chanﬁe t0. warm ‘0il, so0 the camera was ‘quickly
~transferred to -ancther- plaae and with only-a make-shift arraﬁgement to 'hold the’

camera in position they took off. 'From over Creeaoort .Long Island, they photo—

graphed the Sun's Corona aad their plcture v111 also be uhe subJect of °cient1f1c

discussion. . *

Including the plctures made from the ground hy the Elghth and F0urteenth Photo
SGCulons, about one huadred views how14y«var’0us phases of the eclipse dnd the
moon's  shadow and shadow bands ware . securgd. addition.to thls much 501ent1flc
data was recordec.. All persons conaecteo W1tb the oagervatlonq were assembled in
Post Headquarters at Noon and Doctors Todd and, Luvten made conlous noteg from the
individual reports. : el ‘.J_ . o
. Anticivpating the p0351%111ty of . clouds, Whlch would have obscured the view of
the millions who were wakching the ¢clipse in the vnc1n1ty of New ‘York from the
.ground .a descripticn of. the eclipse was: broadcast fram a radlo equlpped plane.
While the cloudless sky detracted frOm the- va’ue of this it served one practlcal
purpose. At The Li .ghhouse, an iastitution for the blind of New York Clty, 51ght~
less men and women listened to a woice: over the radio which told "of. an earth

" suddently darkened and oi"a magestlo spectacle the oqu Anowledge of. wnlch camg’ *
from the 1lips of others. This one audience well repaid the Air Serylce'for_the
effort. ,.v ' e o N
R L . V=5372, A.S.
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'of trouble in- tu;ﬂlﬂg dovm such demaads, and wlll be ‘of V&St assmsuance to us.<

NO COMPBTITION WITH 'ABRIAL PHOTOGRAPHI CONCERNSJ// _

?

The Manager of thé: Curtiss ExhibitiondCompany, lr. C.S..(Casey) Jongs, Wrote
a letter to the Chief of Alr Serv1cefunder date. of January SOth as follows'

13
g A
- - - e

"My dear General'Patrlck'- . ,
Ty st : M e L .
It is our understanding through various statements made by yourself and>
your bureaus. that it i's your desire to. tooperate and ‘promoteé commeréial av1at10n as
much as possible, and we would like to.take this- opportunity to po1nt out’ to you ¢
what we consider a- very good chance for you to cooperate wlth us in the early part -3
of March, . : a f :
" On Inauguratlon Day there is 201ng to be conclderable demand for 28T0=

Ed

-planes for carrying pictures and films from Washlngton to New Yérk, ‘Boston, ‘Phila~""

delphia, Cleveland-and _Chicago., We have already been approached as to the p0551b1l—~
ity of supplying service, In the past it has been the custom of the varlous branches
of the Government to: supply. planes- for thid service,. allowing aay ofthe newspapers "
and film companies to send . their 1aterlal by plané, --Naturally, these, neople w1ll
not ‘pay -fer this service, if they can ge% it from’the"Government’ for a nominal |

cost or for nothiag,. andgwe realize th&t .gongiderable pressure will be’ brought to-

bear by them; assisted by Congressmen and 3olit1c1ans, to get the’ Government to fur=--
nish this serv1ce on this date. However, ag 'sdon as the newspaaers -and Tilm com= -
panies learn- ~that ‘the Governnent will not furdgish such ‘service, -they will come to

the commer01al oneratlve companies for this qelv1ce,.xp1ll pay éor ity aad can afford
to'pay for it. We bslieve-that this is .an- excellent. chance” o roeter commercial

- aviation, .and 1f a statement be- areparnd now by the various servicdes that no such-

service will be furrished at Inaugus ration, it. will brobably save- your- offlqe a lot

" PR PN r. i .

. Na ur ally in uaklnF -dur plans for $hls date LAt 1s vePy necessary that

‘we “know what " policy. you will’ adopt; so we woéuld appraclate an aariy statement from"
- you in order that we. may plan accordwng;y T L oL, - G

“ PR
- ’-‘ -

In reply. to the above leuter General Patrlck wrote to the Curtlss Exhlbltlon

" Company, . under date of February Gth as fol;ow& R I v

23

-

'"In reply to your letter of' Janua;y 30 1925 I d851re “to, qtate

.emphatlcally that the Army-Air Service does dec1re to foster '¢ivil aeronautics. Ia

pursuance of this policy, this-office recently reCOmmended to the War Department jthe
issue of definite instructions to th&t effect S0 far as aerial pho*ography was con-
cerned. This was done .becausde it was - reallzed that c1v1l aerial photographic |
concerns had grown up aﬂd developed im this country to a- point where they could now
handle .the great bulk ofsthis work.. Your letter makes it .clear that the Army Air:
Service can now extend thls policy by restrlctlng the use .of mllltary aircraft for
the transport of 01v111ans and merchandise. ‘“~erever it is;cléar to me that civil '«
aeronautic companies. :gre in a- 0051t10n to do’ work of thls nature and where the d01ng
of it by military airiraft would clearly be a v1olatloq of our’: poliecy of non- -competi-
tion by military authorities with civil . coneerns the Army AlT Service will be very
careful. to refuse to” lend its nlanes and personnel to cuch c;xallaa ecterprlse.f*'“ '

.~r.

PR O . -

I‘understand that the pollcy outllned dbove»has also beqn adOpted by the s
Bureau of Aeronautics of the Navy and the flyxng veTV1ce of- the Marlne Corps oo

Inftructlo%s have beéea 1svued.to Cemnandlng Offlce & of all Alr Service | e
Activities to the~effect‘tbat ‘when requésts:” ‘are received from- 1nd1v1duals for the
cooperation of the"Air Serv1ce by- furnlshlng alrcraft for scivil: ‘undertakings which
would clearly come within the,view 0{ the ‘ahdve- lette”s, their ‘dction: on same be
guided by the policy of the Chief of Alr Serv1ce as discloséd: in: hlS ‘letter to the
Curtlss Exhlbltlon Company.. WA T f(gﬁ R SN g.'.
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A LﬁTEST 0V I0ZAL AVIATIOW REPGRDS)////

In a Bulletln giving the official world air records establlshed under the
rules and régulations of the-Federation Aeronautigue Internationale, a total o
78 records are listed as confirmed by that body up to January 1, 1925 In No. 21
of the Air Service News Letter, dated December 4, 1924, giving the existing’ '
heavier-than-air records as of October 1, 1924, 63 records were listed, so that it
_ appears fifteen additional records were added durlna the last quarter of 1924,

. In making a comparison between the. records  as of October 1st last- and January .
1st, it is noted that the United States still retains its commanding, leed over-all
other countries, The U.S5. Army Air Service is-still in the lead, having made a

- net gain of two records and now possessing a total of 31; the U, b. Navy gﬂlled -

five records, running her total up to 23; -France lost several records tuf gained
others: and her total of 14 remains the same as of :October 1lst, Two important:
records to her credit are those for altltude and. speed sadl Lecointe, th2 French
speed pilot, surrendered his altitude record-of :11,145 meters to one of kis
countrymen Callizo, who reached 12,066 meters (39 586 feet), thus bettering the
previous world's reco d by 921 meters. The American record for altitude is .held
by Lieut, John A. Macready, -Army Air service, who on may 21, 1924, at McCoak Field,
Dayton, Ohie, reached 10 ,741 meters (35,239 feet) Lieut. A . wlll;ams U.s.
Navy, was forced +to rellnqulsh his title as the Speed Champion of the World to
Varrent Officer Bonnett. The Frenchman on December 1lth last attained a [maximum
speed of 448,171 kilometers per hour (278.480 miles per hour). Lieut, W1111ams'
record, made on Novemver 4, 1923, at ifitchel Field, L.I,, New York, was 429, 025
kilometers per hour (266,59 mp.h,)., No doubt the day will soon come when some ad
venturous pilot will travel as fast as five miles per minute, Only sthe other day.
We saw an Assoclabed Press dispatch in the newspapers to the effect that a British

Seaplane which ‘will have a gpeed of five miles.a minute, is being constructed for -

the next Schneider Cup Race and will be ready for trial fllghts shortly.
Great- Bnltaln and Ivaly lost the sgingle record each one possessed, Denmark
- ¢ame to the fore with five records, Czecbo-slovakla with four and Sweden with one.
It will thus be seen that the Unlted States retains at present 54 out of the 78
records made in heavier-than-air craft,
A tabulation of the official records as of January 1, 1925, is glven below,
as follows. '

Date Coun ry Name of Pilet, Qype of Airplane and Engine Record

T : RETURNING TO POINT OF DEPARTURE WITHOUT REFUELING
&-16-24  France = DURATION: Coupet and Drouhin, Farman Goliath,
Farman 450 h.p,, at Toussus
4-16-23 U.S.  DISTANCE: Lts. Kelly and Macready,U. S.A. T- 2, ‘ K
S - Liberty 375 h.p., at Wilbur Wright Field - 4,050 Km,
10-10-24 France ALTITUDE: Callizo, Gourdou-Lesseure monoplane, ’
) ' Hispano-Suiza, 300 h.p., Vilacoublay
12-11%24 France - MAXIMUM SPEED: Warrant Officer Bonnett, Ferbeis-

37 H 59 M 10 S -

monoplane, Hispano oulza 550 h.p. a@{Istres.' 448,171 KPH
o ) SPEED FOR QPEbIFIED DISTANCES _ :
10-6-23 U.8, 100 Kil: Lt. A.J, Williams,U.S:N., Curtlss Racer o
R-2(Cl, Curtiss D=12a,500 h,p., at 5t. Louis 392,379 KPH
10-6-23  U.S. 200 KIL: Lt. A.J. Williams,same plane and engine 392,154 KPH
6-23~24° TFrance 500 KIL: Sadi Lecointe, Nieuport-Delage, Hispano
, . Suiza, 500 h,p. at Istres, France. ' 306,696 KPH
3-29-23  U.s. 1000 KIL: Lt. H.R, Harris,U;s. A, and Ralph o o
’ . ' Lockwoed DH~4L,Liberty 400 H.,P. %Wilbur Wright Fl, 205.06 KPH , , ..
4-17-23 U.S. 1500 KIL. Lt. Harold R.Harris,USA, DH-4L,Liberty - S -
. 375 h.p,, Wilbur Wright Field, DaytOn 0. 184,03 KPH
4-17-23 U.5. 2000 KIL: Lt. H.R. Harris, -same plane "and engine . 183,83 "
4~16-23 U.S, 2500 KIL: Lts., Kelly and Macready, USA,Army T«2, o
' Liberty 375 hp, at Wilbur Wright Field 115,60 KPH
-4-16-23 U.S., * "-3000 KIL: Lts. Kelly and Macready, USA, Arm¥ T2,
- Liberty 375 hp, at Wilbur Wright Field 7 115.27 RPH
4-16-23 U.S, 3500 KIL. Lts. Kelly and Macready, same airplane 134.82 KPH
4-16=23 U.S. 4000 KIL: Lts. Kelly and Macready, same airplane 113,93 KPH

i ¥-5372, A.S,
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© w0 "WITH_USDFUL LOAD OF 250 KILOGRAMS (551 15 18, )e o

.
6-28:24  U.S. © - <DURATION:®Lt. larske R, Harris, U.S. Air
© 5 ... - Service, Douglas D7-2, Liberty 400 hp, at %)
Looweete . - -~ = Wilbur ercht FlPld Dayton Ohlo . ~oe 90,11 md.4 s,
6=-28-24 | U.S., " -DISTANCE:"Lt. H.R. Harris U.S. ‘A8, Douglas ; R
. L . DT- *leerty‘uOO hp wllbur Wright, Fleld A p
3227424, U8, -+ - - ALTITUDE: Lt, MRT Harris, USA, TP-1, leerty
- 400 hp, super charged, at MeCook Field, 8,980 Mtrs
9-7-24 Czeche-  SPEED, 100 KIL: 5gt. F; Lehky, Army A- 12
~ . . ., blovakia Mnybach 266 hp, at Pranue . s e 226 272 KPH
9r?-34~'.n ! . . BPEED,. 200 KIL: $gt. F.-Lehky, Army A-lz ' :
' ' + Maybach (266 hp, at - Prague 202.988 KeH
11-29-24 France ¢ SPEED, 500 KIL: Adjtw Foiny,- Potez tvpe 15 A2, , s
S 406 hp, at Vlllesauvage L : - 196,940 KPH
- With useful load of 500 Yllograma (1102. 31 1bs.);
6 za~a4 JU.S. "~ DURATION: Lt. H,R, Harris, USAS, Douglas DT-2, ~ '
- ‘ » Liberty 400 hp, at Wllbur Wright, Fleld S %h, 11m,53.4s,
€ 28 24 U.s. DISTANCE:. Lt. H.R, Harris, U.S.:AS, Douglas C
DT-2, Liberty 400 h.p.,at Wllbur erght Field ., 950 Km.
5 danda us C ALTITUDE: Lt. H.R, Harris, USAS, Army TP-1ly : L
SR o Liberty 400 hp, at McCook Fleld Dayton, 0. .° ~ 8,578 Meters
93T-24 "Czechor "SPEED 100 KIL: Capt.,J. Kalla, Army A<12, “,," N
Slovakia Maybach 260 np, at, Prague - 202.133 KPH
9=T7w24 " §PEED'300 KIL: Sgt. Kaspar, Army A~12 Maybach
- «.. 260 hp, at Prague, .7 . - 189.219 KPH
6-23-24  U.5., = .8PEED .500 KIL: Louis G. Melster Martln Bomber ' T
RV A " MB~2, 2 Liberty 400 hp, Wilbur WYlght ‘Field. i; 120.55 KPH
‘ With useful Logd of 1000. KiTograms (2204 62 1bs.) . _ Sl
10~2-24  U.5. - DURATION Lt. J,A. wgcready, USAS, Curtiss’~
. (Martin) Bomber) NBS=l; 2 leerty 400 hp, “at . a
| _ Vilbur Wright Field , .. L 2h,u13m 49,68, Y
586«24 Francé ALTITUDE: Lucieh Coupet, Farman Gollath Farman ' oy
_% 600 hp, at«Toussus  ui-* 5,751 meters
o . With useful ioad of 1800 Kllograms (3306.93 1bs.l.
10-2-24 © .U.S, - - DURATION- o Coe : 2h,13m,49,6- s.

'10-2-24" U.§. - ALTITUDE’ - - - 4 | T 4,953 Neters
S Both above records made at Wilbur erght Field,

Dayton, -0, by-Lieuts J,4, WMacrcady, USAS; in.

-Burtiss- (Martin) Bember, 2'Liberty-400-hp, - ;_
With Useful Load 5172000- Kiloarans 14409.24 1bs.} -

10-3-24  U,8.* ' DURATION: Lt ."H.R. Harris, USAS; and Mech.
Doug, Culver, Barling Bomber 6 leerty 400 ‘hpy
s fat JWi)bur erght Field, Dayton L0 e 1h,47m, 10,5 s
5-8-24 Fraﬁce .. ALTITUDE: Lucien. Bossoutrot Farman Gollath . s
ST . -Farman 600 hp, at Téussus, - - 4,475 Meters
With Useful Load’af 3000-Kilograms. (6613 86 1bs. )
10-3-24 . y.s, .DURATION: Lt, H.R. -Harris, USAS, and Mech.. Doug‘

Culver, Barling Bomber, 6 leerty 400 hp, at , . N
e cwWilbar erght Field;" Dayfon 00 T .7 o e 2l h,4Tm 10,5, 8
5—17ﬁ24d?.Frdnce = -ALTITUDE:  Lucien Bossoutrot Farman. Goliath,

S A - Farman-600+hp, at Toussus. =~ - .20, . 1,942 Meters
+ ot . Vith Useful -Load of 4000 Kilograms (8818.48 1bs.) S
10-3-24  y,§,""" T puravion T . Lt .. b I'.f 1 h;47m,10,5 s
10-3-24  U.5. £ f@ALTITUDB: o ; o - o o .. .. 0T 1,363 Meters,
~ » Both, records by . it. H R..Harrzs USAS and Mech. e L
e IV T Doug. ‘culvér barllng Bomber 6 lee;ty 400 hp,at’ -
L -~ 3. Mildur Wrxght Field, Dayton OHlo., e .

s R -
P

- _ _REFUELED IN.FLIGHT. -\, . -
SRR S All of the records listed: under thls headlng were:

. made by Lieuts. Lowell H,Suwith and J,P. Richter U.5.
‘Alr Serv1ce 1n DH4B leerty 400-H P. ek, Rackwell
Field, san Dlego 0111f
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8-27-23 U.s.

3«11-24 Frence

10-25-24 u.5.

'10-25-24 U.S,
o US,
o ' u.s.

-
-

ii7-24 ues,

.

6-22-24 U.S.

616423, UL,

~B=18-24 Sweden

_"
.o y

1"
"

L1

‘B=27=24 .France

11£30-24 . ¢

"

1-11=24 France

10-25-24 1.5,
10-25424 U,3,
10-25=-24 1.5,
10-25-24 J S,

"SPEED

"Nevy C5-% senplane,

,10-24-24 Denmark  DISTAMCE -~ = = « = = - =

DURATICE = = - - = = . o
DISTANCh-&, P N o vo?
SPEED FOR 250, K ILOMETRRS e e e e
SPEED FOR 3000 KILOMWTIRS w o 'd 4 wom = o eod e o
¥OR 3500 KILOEM TRa - ot RN
FOR 4000 KITiouh:

SPEED

SPEED rC% 4500 KILO 3 c :

SPEED “OR 5000 K;LONUTbiw'-' ----- P T
o '“;“ e SEAPLANES "

DURATION: = = = = = = =ieve = fm w o & Zals

DISTANCE:. = wwr o == = 2 = = = - mHSise m s

Both records rade oy Lts. F W, wead and J D.Price,
“Wright!585 hp, at'Washington DC
alTITUDE: sadi Lecointe,dicuport Delage ﬂzspano 300
hp motor ‘at Heulan .. ix .
MaX LM aP?ED' Lt. uuorge Cuddzhy, Ubu Curtxes Navy
CeR oeaplans burtzss D—12 ,450hp, at Bay bhore ,14d.

DPEED FOR bPVCIFI“D DIbTANCEb i

SPEED FOR 100 KILOMETERZ == - « = L1 -2 2ls v oo o
wnms&x%oxnmmnm;seaA-§?4€$;55;~e~
SPEED FOR 500 KILOMETERS :

Above 3 records made by Lt.'R. A Ofstle USV Curtlss
Navy C=-R, beaplane, uurtlss D-=12, 450 hp, at Bay Shore,
Baltlmore Md. - e i
SPEED FOR 1000 LILOWTTDQE Lts. V. E
Ge0.C:lcDonald, ‘Loenlng Air’ Yacht
Hampton Roads, Va. '
SPEED FOR: 1500, KILOI"?“%& -Lts.” F“W Woad and J.D.
Prlcé,Navy Co-z seaplane Urlght 585 hp Wash. D.C.

WITH USEF UL LOAD OF 250. RILOGRAMS ;’i*f"

DURATION: Lt. H T Stanley, UsN, 5-F-L flylna boat, 2
Liberty,400 hp, San:Diego; -ualif. T e

ALTITUDE: Lt. Berndt Krook Helnkel 5=1, Rolls—Royce
360 hp, at btocxholm *f“u__ T

. e e e e 2L e e -

°rtrandlas and
1bertv 400 hp,

. -

. ‘
- o e m e e wm w = = e -

SPEED FOR 100 YILOMEITERS = = = = - - REAE R N
" SPEED FOR 200 KILOMETERS = #:g = = == = % = = = =
SPEED FOR 500 KILOWMSTERS

SPEED FOR 1000 KILO:MATERS
Precedxng five records made 0ct.10, 1924 at bund by
‘harl .Lesc¢h, hohrbach metal »eaplane ‘2 Rolls-Royce

360 hp motors R

WITH USEFUL LOAD of 500 KILOGRAMb (1102 31 1bs.) -

“w ‘e w e = w e w =P e e m

e e W W e ] — - -

142, -

119. 326,

15!1’1' 14,8 s.

5,300 Km,
142.78. KPH
141,87 KPH
142,17 KPH
.~ RPH
142{36 KPH
142(53 KPH

"2 - - -16h, 53m, 44.2 8,
-1,600 " Km.

8,980 mstos

302,68 KPH

. 286.86 KPH

286,86 KPH

. 259,33 KPH

163,578 KPH

KPH

10h, 23m 58 8 N

5,691 ‘meters
1,102 Km,
, 159.151 KFH

158,834 KPH
156,699 KPH
152,335 KPH

[

DURATION: ~ = == = w dee = = - - T PR - - -7 n, =35 m, 54 8,

R ome

ot
e w e e e -

T . . T e

DISTANCE:
Above two records imade-byiLt -H.E. Halland ;Ubd

F-5-L Flying boat, 2. Liberty 400 hp motors a0

San Diego, Calif, . - - .- =
ALTITUDE: J.F, Laporte,.bchreck &eaplane FbA’-Hlspano

30Q hp; at.Argentine, -1« = o - & - - &« Cw, -
SPEED FOR 100 hILOdETPQS DT -;1 B
SPEED FOR- 200 KILOWIERS ;= vwre =1z, =t = % = = .= -

Above two records by B, Paumler Schrcck FBA Hlspéﬁo
Suiza, 350 hp, at Argenteuil
WiTH USEFUL LO&D OF 1000 KILOPRAMS (2’04 62 1bs.) -

AL“ITUDl. burrl, is1anchard* seaplane 2 Rlspano ‘Suiza,

750 Km.,

4
A

4,755 meters

143,118 KPH
142,630 KPFH

..

300 hp, at 3= 1nt Raphael Jan.ll ; - 3,744 meters
DURATIO N = = =-fellie a-lia 2fa afe o dor 27272 a =5 h, 28 m, 43 s,
JLSTA\Jh e IR IR N 400 Km.
PEED FPR 100 KILOﬁFTLRS' B DU S 126,345 RFH
DPLLD FCR"200 KILOMITERS '~ L. 2 e b et - 126.345 KPH

Plylag Boat;'2 Urloht T-Z 535 hp,fBay ohore Md.

.y . T e

}~Above 4 records madé by Lf Geo. R: Henderson USN, PNT-1
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VITH USEFUL LOAD OF 1500 KILOGRAMG (3306.93 Lbs, )

L 6=T=23. U.Sg: DURATION: Lt: H,T. otanley, USN, FSL flylng boat o
T : 2 leerty 400 hp, -at San Diego, Calif. -2 hty 18 mir,
4=17-24- France ' ALTITUDE:. Navel Lt* Pelletier d' ‘0isy, Blanchard L .
© seaplane, 2 Hlspano-ouzza 300 hp, at St. Raphael. 2,130 meters
10-25-24 U,5, DISTANCE: = = = = <% = w v o o =« = o L - - - S 100 ¥Km,
10-25-24 U,5, GSPEED FOR 100 KILOWETERS = - = = .= - e e - - 110‘08 ETh

Above 2 records made:by Lt. 0.B, Hardlaon, UoN PN7 2 o

Flying Boat, 2 ercht T=2, 535 hp, at BLay bhore Md.

. WITH USDFUL LOAD OF 2000 KILOGRAN& (4409 24 1bs, )
6=7w23  U.${  ALTITUDE: Lt. H.E. Halland, usn, FSL flying boat

2 Liberty 400 hp, at San Dlggo Calif. o 1 489 meters

10-25-24 U,S, DURATION: = = = w = = o = = o 2o & a0« o o - < = «l hy 49 m 11.98 -
- 1023524 YeSy¢  DISTANCE = = = = = = = = = = o= 5 = = = = = = « = = = =« 100 Km
10-25-24 ¢.s, SPEED FOR 100 KILOMETERS = = = = & = = = = = #'m = = - 110.08 KPH

PN7-2 flying boat, 2 Wrzght T=2, 535 hp, at
Bay Shere, Md,

AIRPLANE DFLIVERS MAIL T0 ISOLATED COMVUNITIFQ k/,

As we have hqd occasion to remark at var:ous times pravmously, the alrplane
is ever equal tc the pme4gency., Two towns in Michigan, located on the .extreme’
points in that part of the State knewn as the."Thumb" were showbound and had het
recelived mail for-about. ten'dnys. FPort Huron, Mich,, sent -an 5.0.5y call to .
Selfridge Fleld Mt. Clemens, Mlcn., requestlng that *a plane. be sent there equlpped
to carry mail to Bad Axe and ‘Harbor" Beach the towns in quéstioen,

Lieut. Johnsen. received the asslgnment and with Sergeant Dwyer o? the 5Tth
Service Squadron as passenger, flew a D,H,, equipped with skis, to Port Huron and
landed on the S$t, Clair'River, Here the piane was loaded w1th some 400 poiunds of
mail, which was dropped at the towns mpntxoned the airmen returning %0 Selfridge
Field the same evening.

Te the pilet and his mechanic the trip was nothing: unusual, except thaﬁ it
meant Work and discomfort’from the cold weather. To Pert Huron ‘it was the snlva-
tion of ecivie pride, and to the fortunate and unfortunate of Bad Axe and Harbor
Beach, whe received "Lots: of Love" or "Please Rem;*" mlaSlveB that ship was an
Angel from Heaven, - ' A

/

SbHN“IDuR DEAPLAWE RACh TO BE HELD IN BALTIMORF '

Above 3 records made by Lieut. 0,L, Bardison USN, ,

Laltlmdre W111 be the scene of the Intérnaticial sSeaplane Race for the 6chneld;|
er Cup hext. fall .decision to that effect having been made by the’ Cbntest Committee
of the Natlbnal Aeronautlc &ssaclatlon of which Mr. Orville Wright 'is chairman,
the face will pfébably be held on October 24th »r 31st, with the chances favorlng
the fermer dats, It is understood that Great Britain has already made formal en-
try, and both France and Italy are expected to enter by April lst, the c1051ng date
for entries,

According to Major Mm. D. Tipton, of the Baltimore Flying Club, plans W111 be
made by that prganizaticn to erlist the widest suppory of all civic organizations
in the forthcoming seaplane classic, The rules governing the award of the Schneid-.
er €up provide that the countfy winninz it three times becomes the pernanent owner
of the trophy. Great ﬁ?ifﬂlﬂ and Italy have each won it, and last fall it was won .
by the U,5. Navy.. Great Eritain and Italy byth Wluhdrew from the race last year,
the reason assigned for “Heo-withdrawal of the British enmiries being that the sea-
planes schedulsd to take part were damaged in accidents. _

Mejor Tipton further: stated that with France credited as possessmng “the speed
king of the air, new and faster planes will have to be built by America for the
race. The U,S, Navy is defending the cup, but the ships used last year lel be
out eof date for competition against the 1atest makes of foreign planes, It was im-
timated that the Gritish flying detachment will come to Baltimore on a battleship
which will be docked at Baltimore during the racey :
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WORLD FLIGHT COMMANDER PRESE ”VD WITH EPRPLANE

In appreciation. 6f the valiant serivices of C¢pta1n Lowell H, Smith, commandﬂr '
of the wprld flyers, Mr, Leslie C. Brand. .of. Glewda]e Cdllfe, capltallst and plOfeer
aviator, ipresentesd him with a LePere a&rplane gsaid *o be valued at $30,000 and one
of three of its kind in the United States. Thls uhasual, and substantial gift to
~Captain Smith for his .efforts in behalf of Amerlcan aviation supremacy was accepted
by him with expressions of. gratitude, At the tlme of the presentatlon Captaln Smlth
was visiting’in Los Angeles,. where: his parents re31de. .

The plane was"built by W, D. Waterman:and.later was rebuilt by’ Donald Douglas,~
builder of the arouﬂd-the~world cru1sers wnloh broke all air records. The machine
was one of several that Mr. Brand keeps in a hangar on his esiate north of CGlendale,

The bill of sale towering the transnctlon may be of 1ntcresu and is therefore
quoted below, as folloWS° . -

“BILL OFSALE - - .. o e

' VOW AyL MLN BY THESE PRESENTS That ~L.C.Brand, the partj of- uhe flrst part

for and in’ con31derat10n of valiant ‘'service r@ndered his, country, in his successful
axound the world alrplano flight, to Captain Lowell om1th the party of the second.:
part, does by these presents grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the said party
of the second part, his evecutors, admznlétrators, and agsigns one Le Pere airplane,
“built by W.D.Waterman and rebuilt: by*DUndld -Douglas.and now located in my hangar at
the corner of Grandview Ave. and Mountain Ave., Glendals,, Calif, .

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same to said party of the second. part, hig executors,
administrators and assigns forever, and I do’ for my heirs,’ ‘exgcutors and adminis
trators. covenant and agree io and wlth the said party of the second part, his
execubors,,. admlnlotrators ‘and - assigns” to warrant and defend ‘the title 1o the said -
property, goods and chattels hereby . coaveyed agalnst the Just and lawful ,claim and
demands of - all persoar whom oever.

WITVESS my hand ang . seal this twenty- ceventh day of Junuary, 1925.;

Slgned sealed and dellvered in the pre"ence of A . .

x.Mrs. L C Brand '}).V' . L e

ig_,Jﬁ._..__'_) St e UL.CJBRAND"
* © CIVIL AVIATION ACTIVITIES AT SANTA HONICA, CALIF. -

A 5—pas¢enger alrplane for long dlstaace service, +o “be' added to its fleet of
three and four-pasaenger shlps is belng “built by the L.iM,Bach Company, headquarters
at Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif. This ‘firm is arbo oonvtruCunng a light sport
plane, powered W1th a 7 hepe cnpiﬂe the spe@d of which is placed 3%.35 m.pshe,
weight, empty, 225 lbs., loaded 392 lbs

A civilian flying school and aApasqugerfcarrylng»serv1ce is maintained at
Clover Field by Robert M. Lioyad, 'lst Lieut., A.3., U.R.C., whoistates that interest’
in:flying is-undoubtedly on the upward trend judging by the number of s+udents in
his 'school and the increase in the passénger~carrying business el Co

 Another civilian flylng school is.maintained by Kenuneth Y\'thee, of the K.W.
Montee. Aircraft, Co., Whlch coacera is bUlldlng severdl allplanes for experlmental -
and passenger~carrying purposes. - o

' ‘ ' A : e T

.

FLYING”AT'CLOVER"?I LD SANLA MONICA CALIF
Every othor Sundav at Clover Field, Santa Monlca Callf., 1‘ a "flylnr Sunda""
meaning that U.S. Army Air Service reserve men .who have qualified physigally by pass-
ing an examination are permitted to fly the army planes kept at that field. On.the
last "flylng Sunday™.from 9 in the mornlng uritil 5 in the afternoon, approxlmately
2015 miles were flown by ‘the Air Service reserve officers. .This. mileage does not .
include the time in the air put in by the civilian planes taklng -gff from the.
civilian. lylng field adjoining Clover Field. - R R
~RESTORING, HEARING BY ATRPLANE FhIGﬂ ' e o
Much lnterost was: manlfested in the a*tempto to restore the hearlng of ”1 P
Joseph Kling by an airplane flight at Mitchel Field, L.I., New York. Mr.Kllugxs
case is still under observation and, while he reports a slight improvement, nothing
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~ different altitudes; over a point in Canada north of Georgian Bay,

P oo g

.t

~conclugive has been accemplished, An-important step in this experiment has beor

to acqugint the public with ‘Juet what types of deafness’ are Susceptible to the
airplane treatment: Prior t¢:thé experiments with lir, Kling, the belief prevailed
than an airplane: “flight would cure any ‘t¥pe of these afflictions, By the hopeful
it was considered a form of miracle cure and. by others a form of quackery. TOddV,
in the vicinity-of New York at least, the Feneral pUbllC knows that no relief fram’
this direction can be expected where the afflietion™is 6f an organic nature, An
airplane ride.is of no more value than' a ride in a mheel-barrow ifit is & queftl\n
of the diseass or destructionTof an organ of speech or hearing, ‘

When the-affliction is-of an emotional natuié and ther esult of ﬁhock 1t 1sﬁ‘
possible.and reascnable to suppose - that another shogk, if accompanled by falth may
effect a.cure, It is believed that this information has relieved many troub led
minds and even proved 1llum1nat1ng to some members of the medical professions

1

.«
B A

SFLFRIDGE PILOTS PHOTOGRAPH ECLIPSE. -

- The First Pursuit Group at Selfrldge Field, Mt.Clemens;. Mlch., playpd a very
important part in the photographing ¢f the ecllpse of the sun on Jan. 24th for:
Detroit papers. Two DeHavilands, one piloted by Lieut. Johnson, with Mr, H. Vo 10707
Wilcox of the reportorial staff of the Detroit News as passenger, ‘and the other . by
Lieut, Rich, with William A; Kuenzel, staff: photographer of the same- newspaper as -
passenger, were used as the mediums for obtalnlﬂg permanent views of this phenom—
enon, Atop & cloud bank 19,000 feet above Lake Huron; the total .eciipse of the sun

-was viewed and photOgraphed

From a-seat .gome four miles above the mist~hidden watére of -Lake Huron: “the
airmen saw a hurricane of shadow sweep - from the -west 'at the rate af 200 mlles an
hour and the sky sudderly  became a najestic velvet dome of "deep blue, ‘i'n” which v
myriads of stars twinkled with cheerful radiance. During the minuté and a half’ of
total eclipse it was.not totally dark above thé clouds. The ua1verse seemed-blue
rather than black, clouds could be traced and the ‘Planes were visible to each. other
becduse of the flame darting from their thundering exhausts. During these same-

90 seconds of the total. eclipse thé planes had become drenched with dew. "On the_
return trip to Selfridge Field, ds the pilots plunged downward into the clouds,

this moisture froze and partlallv clogged the comtrols with ice, and it ‘was only by
exerting their utmost strength that they were able to guide their ships back safely,

--After two ‘hours of. frozen solitude, part of which time one was seldom conscious
of the roar. of the motor,’ land was again sighted and the pilots.found themselves,’
due to irregistable. winds of terrific velocity, sweeping in contrary dlrectlons and

© Gasoliné was- runnlng low and there were approximately 75 miles 1o be.flown to
reach Selfridge Fleld. The home stretc¢h became a desperate race to avoid: forced .
1and1ngs in the deep snow and uncharted_wilds of Ontario. Lieutw Rich, more .
fortunate. than his: brother officer; won hig race by 'a breathless ‘margin, while
Lleut Johnsén*was forced down neav Camlachi, -Here he'was given swift and generous
help by the farmers, who supplied him with-all gasaline available, about 20 gal—a-,_
lons, which allowed him t0 glide to safety at Selfridge Just as: the last drops
trickled 1nto the good old leerty.

- NEWS NOTES FROM ABERDEEN PROVING GROUNDS, MD.

Inclement wéather greatly hindered the Ordnance bombing programs for the mOnth
of January. The greater part of the programs call for the bombs t0-.be dropped from'
altitudes of from eight to sixteen thousand feet. Due to very poor v191b111ty,‘only
a very few of the programs were carried out, Several tests of the MKI Airway
parachute flares, dropped from 4,000 and 6,000 feet, were made and proved to be very
satisfactory, the flares giving a very brlght light for approximately three minutes.
Several tests were. .alsc.made with the MKIII recondluloned flare whicéh vroved to be)
successful., These -flar es give a very br1111an+ llght for 1ovrox1mately sevén N
minutes, ‘ st mame e —— e —————— S “r

The supercharper DeHav1land alrplane, whlch -was’-brought to Aberdeen from Falr—
field to be used in high altitude-bombing tests, is being returned to the Falrfleld _
Air Intermediate Depot to undergo ‘certain changea which willmake it possible to .
carry a 300-pound bomb under the center:section, At present, the uaderslung
radiators and the brace wires in the undercdrrlage are in such a n051t10n as to.
warraent a change before bombing can be done, = - * ' )

—----—-i.i'--i—-'—---—— .
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Last summer hangar, No. 3’ 1t Aberdeen wag lined 1131de for the purpose of~ N,y
keeping the winter flying ships.in a werm tewmperatures The hangar is now- -heated- 1l
by hot”air tubes which ulSurlbutﬁ the 1ot ain, supplied’ by a large-electrie fan
which draws same ;roa the 1uwuacc to different.parts of the haagar., The hangar as: f

thus heated makeyrmucb more comfortable for the nechaﬁlca to work on the planeo..'
e . . >

-m—_m—_--!——-n—-v:-

From the looks of things it is vely evident that nany young inen are heedlng
the posters which read "Earn while. _you learn" and "Learn to Fly". 'New men are
comlng to the 49th Bombardment Squadron almost .every day. In fact, the squadron
is fiilling so fast that the mess hall will not hold them all at once. Several of .-
these hew men are now at the Alr aerv1ce Technlcal School -at Chanute Fleld and .

more are 10 go soon, . . ) : _ o A s o
S E ,
' PHOTOGRAPHS OF ECLIPSE AT 17,000 FEET."
}“ Master Sergeant D.D,Johnson, Awr 3ervice ;Tactical School Detachment, ‘Langley

~ Field, Va., with $taff SergeanL_F C.Merson, 20th Photo Section as photographer,e,é.l
. plloted a DH4-B airplene on the morxlwg of January 24th to a helgnt 0f.17,000C feet:
ifor the purpose of taklﬁp pictures of the eclipse of the sun. -They succeeded in

.

getting some very ‘good pictures ‘,m plue of the severe . cold they ;had -to endure.'? ;
N PR |

SOCIETY OF AUTOMOTL’E FNGIVEERS DISCUQS COMNERCIAL AVIATIOV., i

Major Lanphier, . Captain Tillinghast and Lieuts. Hurd Johnson Ellls, Mathews,
Minty and Rich weére guests of 4the Packard Motor Compa 1y at the avvatlon session of -,
the 8001Pty of Automotlve fngineers in the. General Motors Building at Detroit,
Mlch., on the afternoon of January 20th. | : : ;

Mr.L.M Woola0n, ‘of the Packard Motor Conpany rea“ a vnry 1nterest¢ng paper

o1 the mew Packard 1500 and ?500 mo*ors, using Slldeq and parus of the motors to
illustrate his talk. '

Mr, Stout, of the. qtout Al Ketal Ajrplane Company of Detr01t then dlacussedmn
at length the commer01al air p0551b111tles in America, stressing- the p01nt that =0 - > 2
aviation must be made self»supportlng and independent of all government aid or . &t
subsﬁdy. . ST i . ‘-*2-_-'-_' :
© At the rorclu31on of the sessxon the Seifrldve W1er oxflcers were given-the
opportunity of examining the all-mo%al airship - now being built in Detroit.: After &
this- inspection they were fulnluhed compllmentary tlckets and were escorted to the
Detroit Automobile Show. o . LT o

There is grow1ng up a wonderfu] relation betWeen the commerclal and mllltarj
air interests in this sectlon of the COUﬂurj, due in a great measure to the un-
tiring efforts of Nagor Laqphler who, is doing everytnlrg in his power to foster A
interest in the Air Service in oeneral and to bring about a hearty cooperation - - -- |
“between ite many: and varied branchesg. The %trip cf the offlcerc to Detroit -was made .

uponvoluntary invitation of the Packerd Motor Comnany, tqny having sent closed
Packurd cars with chauvffeurs to Selfrlage ﬂlPld and placed them at the dlsposal A
of the officers for the day. " :

Detroit is very much interested in the zpthtlon of oelfrldge T4“1eld at 1ts
present site. The Detroit Chamber of Commercé is doing everything in its power
to make it a permament fisld worthy of housing the flower of Uncle Sam's air
fleet, as our Correspondent. puts it, snd hardly a week passes that the officers’
do’ not receive 1nv1tat10nc te Detr01t as guests of. cowmerc1a1 and- ¢ivil - '
organlzatlona. ' e

S
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While ret urnlne to thchei 17‘1cld, M, Y,,from Watertowm, N, Y., evently,-
Sergeant Samuel H, Turner, lst Obsorvxtlon Bquadron, encountered motor trouble
over Croton-on-Hudson,- Nef York, and for waat .of a landlng ‘field was compelled .
to:land in the icy waters of tne Hudson Rlver. The thernometer wag-near the -
zero point and a northwest gele was raglng. Stunned by a blow he had received . . 3
on the forehead when his Vlane hit the water and weighed down by his water-logged
flying suit, Sergeant Turner, altnough only one hundred feet from- une shore, was -
complﬁtely marooned. : cot

Efforts to reach Lim with a rope or to secure a, boat failed and. the handful
of spectators on the heach vatched him in grlm 51lenco ag he was slowly freez1ng

mp s, o N
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to death, Mr. Amiello Conti, a cook for the N.Y. Central R.R}, and empléoyed nearby,
arrived on the scene, and Wlthout hesitation he braved the treacherous mud and

‘chilling waters of the Hudson and brouglt Sergeant Turner ashore, the latter by this

time belng in a state approx1mut1ng ccllapee. qu xollowing day Sergean Turner

at Croton.r

In risking the cold the mud and - uhO strong. current of the Hudson River,
Mitchel Field feels tha% Mr.Conti risked his life for. a member. of the garrison and,
accordingly, -he hat been recommended for.a Carneégie Hero Medal. If Mr. Conti does .
not receive this medal it will not be because of the lack of valor but because ‘his
modesty prompted him to minimize-the important and’ courageous part he playad.

CONMFNJR ATING rI‘HE uIRT}* OF AVIATIO

In order to oronerly commemorate Decerber 17th “the aaq£§ersa:y of man's con~-
quest of the air by Américan. genius, which nOnstltutea one of. tne_grgat‘aohlevements
of all time, the Board of Governors of the Mational Aeronautic Association at a
recent meetirg.expressed the centiment that this date should be aultably coimmemo=
rated throughouu this country and adopted’ a. resolution to the effect that the
President of the 031ted .otates be requested-to designate December.17th ia each year
as "Av1atloa Day". 1In thlﬂ resolution the Roard of Go,ernorc nledge themselves to
assist in making these recurring occasions notable for emoha izing the importante of
our aeronautical developmeat 4o our natlonal welfare in time of peace and our
security in tlme of war. .

PET AT i’ THROUGH VIBRATION. SRR
L COCKS ON WAT ER PUhP OPLQFD THROUGH - VIBRATI . %

During a recent fllgat from Langley.ﬁleld Va., to Chanute Field, Rantoul Ill.,
where they ferried students to the Air Service Technical School, Lieut. G.P. Rodgers,
pilot, encountered considerable hard luck, owing to very inclement weadther and motor
trouble. While flying from Moundsville to Columbus, Ohio, the pet~cock on the water.
pump opened. through vibration, causing the water to run out and burn out the mOuOP'
so that they were' forced to land at Reynoldsville, Ohio, Our Langley Field
Correspondent states that thig is the Tirst time to his knowledge that this has
occurred, and he believes it a good pl“n to always safety the above. mentloned pet~:~
cocks to obviate a recurresnce of such a roatlngency. : :

Staff Sgt__ggulbton accommailed Lleut RodgErs as mechdnlce

LIEUT. WARNER DIES FROP IWJURIES RL“EIVED IN GRASH. s

Into hangar nine at Selfridge Field, Nt Clemens, Mlch,, between two lines of
rigidly saluting officers, was ‘borne a flag-draned casket -containing the remains of
2nd Lieut, Duane G.Warner, United States Air-Service, Slowly the organizations
of the fleld filed in and stood with uncovered heads while the last sad words that
marked the parting of a soldier, friend and géntleman were said. Then ovér the
casket a bugler blew taps and, bowae back by w11ter winds’, the. ecqo, faint buLA
dlstlnct, muriured G-o-o-d B— f~C. :

The casket was carried away. by doving hands, and o thoce of us who remain to
carry on the work that.must not cease remaiae orly the trea ureﬂ romory'of ano her’
martyr to the fickle Gods of“llghb, .

Second Lieutegnant Duane G.Warner, 'auu;cned for duty with the 27th Pursult
Squadron, died at Salnt -Josephs Saq1t1r1ur in Mount Clemens, Michigan, Priday, ,
January 23rd, from injuries received when his plane, a Curtiss Pursuit PW-8, crashed
on the ice of Lake St. Clair on January 19th, . coe

Lieut. Warner was born in Hampton,- Conn., March 8 '189¢. He enlisted as a
private October ,8, 1918, and on October 7, 1921, was cent as a cadét. to Carlstrom
Field, Fla., for uralnlﬁg. He. graduated Aorll 17, 1922, and was sent to the First
Pursult Croup, thea at Ellington Field, for advance uralnlnga Licut. Warner

'graduaued as a pursuit pilot on Decemaer 21st of that .year, and on July 8, l92l,

as commissioned a 2nd Lluuuenant and ass 1gned to the First Pursuit Croup at Self-
rldge Field., c

Lieut. Warner loved to fly aqd at the time. of hla ‘death, had 974 hours and
20 minutes flying tlmo to hlS credxt. '.e :

AIRDHIP WC-4 MAKLS ALTITUD“ FLIGHT A’/,'

During the lasi *ren in January the U.S. Army Airship mL-4 made several flights.
On January 27th this shin made an al+1tu4e test flight to determine its ceiling, and
an altitude of 4800 feet was reached. Beginning at 1500 feet the wind was-aloul -
© 45 to 50 miles over hour., This practically made - 1t p0531blc for the airshio %o
ascend almost vertically, ~11- S . :V=3372, Aed.

~




S LONG-DISTANCE FLIGHTS DURINC 1924.. 4«7 . . o
*  The past year.in aviatiosn was & bhanner one in the matter-of long distance - . -

flights, Of course, the outstanding évent wag the flight around the world of-six .
officers of.the“American Army Air Service -in thiree Douglas Cruisers: There is no
need to dwell oa the details of this historic event. The entire world is familiar
with the ‘exploits of Captain Lowell-H. Smith and his five associates on this flight
Lieuts. Nelson, Wade, Arnold, Ogden and Harding. .The uevspaper-reading public has .V
no doubt followed with keén interest the serial story of this famous flight which -’
had been running in the newspapers for the past several months, Statistics show tha’
27,553 miles were covered on this first aerial journey around the World, between
March 17th and September 28th, 1924, The total flying time was 352 hours and 42
minutes. The average speed at which they flew was 78 miles per hour. _

Two other attempts were made to circumnavipgate the globe by air = one by Squad-
ron Leader MacLaren of The British Royal Air Force and the other bvaajor_Zanni,gf
the Argentine Army. The first-uamed on a Vickers,flying boat (Napier-Lion engine)"._
started from fngland on March 25th ané ultimately got -ds farlas the Kurile Islands to
the north of Japan. Major Zanni, on a Fokker CIV (Napier engine) started-from
Amsterdam on April 26th and ultimately reached Tokio,. Jaran. A notable feature of
Major Zanni's performance was that he covered approximately 8,000 miles, fro?-

Amsterdam to Hanoi, French. Indo~China, in 24 days. . . : ot
On April 24th Lieut, M. Pelletier d'Giesy, of the French Air Service, started in -
& Breguet machine.from Paris and flew as far as Hanoi, where he crashed. With a - -

borrowed machine he reached Tokio on June 9th, his trip of approximately 11,500 miles
consuming 46 days, ' ‘ _

A"flight of 9,280 miles froi Amsterdam, Holland, to Batavia, Dutch Indies, was
suceessfully actomplished by Nr. Van der Hoop, of the Dutch Army, in a Fokker
10-passenger commercial air liner, Type F VII. Startiag.from Amsterdam on the 1st
of October, the flight to ‘Batavia was concluded .0a Wovember 24th. After traveling ‘
the distance of 1476 miles to Plovdiv; Bulgaria, Which he reached on October 3rdi. !
Mr. Van der Hoop was delayed an.entire month at the latier place, due to an unfor- "
tunate accident, the breaking of a water connection -causing a foérced landing and - -
resulting in damage to‘the uhderéarfiage, etc. The flight was resumed o1 November
end, and the remaining 8344 miles were covered ia 23 davs. : S

A creditable. performance was the flight of Wing.Commender Goble and Flight . = = |
Lieut. Mcintyre, who flew completely around the coast of Australia in a Fairey sea=-.
plane powered with a Rolls-Royce eagine. The distance of approximately 8,500 miles
was covered in 90 days, their starting and returning point being Melbournse.

Another flight arouand Australia, involving a distance of approximately 7,750
miles, was made by Lieut,-Col, Brinsmead, Controiler of Civil Aviation in Australia,
with Captain Jones, Superintendent of .Flying Operations and Mr. Buchanan, Inspector
of Civil Aircraft. Using a DeHavilland-50 airplane powered with a Siddeley Pumdi ..
engine, they flew around_the‘inside,cdast'of Australia between Aug. 7th and 29th -

22 days, . o L _ L C .

A - flight which attracted world-wide attention was the dawn +to dusk flight.
acrges the American continent of Lieut. Russell L. Maughaa, of the American Army
Air Service, on June 23rd. Starting from Kitchel Field, L.I., New York, -at 2:58. °
gymy, Bastern Standard time, he reached San Francisco at 9:40 P.M. Pacific time,
covaring the distance of 2,670 miles in an elapsed time of 21 hours, 48% minutes,
and agctual flying time of 18 hours and 35 minuvics. Five intérmediate stops were -
‘made - Dayton, O,; St. Joseph, Mo.; North Platte, Nebraska; Cheyenne, Wyoming, and
Salduro,. Utah, : . v S R >

" Two Portuguese military airmen, Majors Brito Paia and Sarmento Beires, completed-
g June 20th a flight from Lisbon, Portugal, to lacao, China, the distance of 8,500
milep being covered in 80 days. . o : : .

Air Viece-Narshal Sir Sefton Brancker, Director of .British Civil. Aviation, - '
stapted on November 20th on a flight to inspect aviation activities in India. The -
girplane in which he was a passenger was a DH~50, piloted by Mr. Alan Cobham., The
g;%gtsand his passenger reached Allahabad, . India, on Jaanuary 13,1925,

 SELFRIVGE FIFLD TALENT BEFORE THE KICRCPHOUE,

-
©

Without a doubt Seliridge Field is finding its place in the sun. The Selfridge
Field Minstrels, presenied by Chaplain Charles O.Purdy, Group Athletic Officer, an
directed by Mr, L.A.Ruttan, of Detroit, broadcasted several of their numbers from he
ney station of the Detroit Free Press, located on the 30th floor of the new Book~
Cacdillac Hotel, ) _— : :

~ "Rather incredulous,” states our Correspondent, "we all tuned in .awiseidiibd,
That they surprised us is putiing it mildly, for they gave us the best entertainment
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on the program. Sergeant Leffingwell sang "Who Cares" and was promptly made &
Colonel by the announcer. Frankly, we were véry skeptical and expected the whole
thing to be a grand fizzle - but it wasn't, Below is an excerpt from a letter writ-
ten to Colonel Leffingwell by .Ex=Staff Sergeant Arthur Beals, now with the State
Troopers in Lansingy - SR T B I
“"When some one announced that you were going to. sing I picked my rddio up in v
my arms to throw it through a window, then, for old times sake I decided to listen . .
in, I'm glad-I'did.” You and the bunch were excellent and I wish you all the success
in the world wth the minstrels."! I S I

THE RETORT .COURTEOQUS .

A certain Corporal at Langley Field, Va.,, called by his.buddies "The Wild Bull .
of the Pampas", was drilling recruits the other day, and during his ministrations of -
the TR 420-50 said 'to a rookie - "Hey there, rook, pick up that ceadence!"™ "Pick it
up yourself," chirruped the recruit, "I didn't drop it." . K

Talking about the same Corporal, our Langley Field Correspondent states that '
they had a movie at the post under the title of the "Siren of Seville", The Corp,
decided to see it, but after sitting through the first reel became disgusted and
left. On passing out of the door he was asked why he was leaviag. "Oh! I thought it
was about a fog horn and storms, but seeing that it was about. ’bull fights I ‘had to
quits I throw a pretty mean.bull, myself." SR ‘ '
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- PICKING UP MESSAGES FROY THE ‘GROUND DURING FLIGHT;."//

During a receat inspection of Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif.,.
the Corps Area Inspector was very favorably impressed with the field, 'particularly
the system of picking’up messages from the ground by a plane in flight. This system
consists of a heavy lead "fish" attached t0 the end of the wireless antennae on the
airplane, Welded to this fish are four hooks. Two men on the ground, fifty feet
apart, hold two poles above their heads; suspended between the poles is a string with
a message attached thereto., As the plane flies low over the message, the observer
lets out his fish with the hooks attached snd the string and message are picked up on
the hooks and ‘drawn into the plane by the observer. On the morning of January 29th
a message was picked up ftom a tug boat in San Francisco Bay. ' '

AIR SERVICE RESERVE ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.

Considerable interest is being shown in the new Air Service Reserve Squadron, to
be known as +the 476th Pursuit Squadron, which is in process of organization at Clover
Field, Santa lNonica, Calif, Lieut, HiS.Kenyou, Jr., Air Service, who is in command
of Clover Field, states that a full. complement of officers for that squadron is al-
most attained and that in a short while competitive sports and flying contests open
to the public will "be staged between the new 476th Pursuit Squadron and the 478th
Pursuit Squadron, also a reserve squadron at Clover Field, oo e ..

‘ The 478th Pursuit Squadron enjoys an enviable record in Air SerwvAce Resérvel
circles in that it won a miniature airplane trophy while in summer rgining last
year at Rockwell Field, San Diego, competing in a ‘hotly contested fight with three
other 9th Corps Area’reserve squadrons. Captain William A. Frye, A.S.(Reserve)
comnands the 478th ‘and “Capt. Peyton: Gibson, A.S. (Reserve) the 476%h, .

Clover Field was the recipient. of a completely equipped machine shop, including
a d?;ll press, several lathes and a full complement of airplane repair tools, . The
equipment, which.is new, is valued at many thousands of dollars and will enable the.
commanding_offiper tplcarry'on/aﬁmOre efficient basis than Weretofore. L
: ‘ Regulgr training for reserve officers at Clover Field is entirely voluhtary on
their part, and-from time to time is entered into enthusiastically by approximately

100.reserve officers in the vicinity,
Yoo coL N
CAUTION TO PILOTS.

.A.smoke stack approximately 80 feet ‘high has” just been erected at the Post
Machine Shop at Langley Field, Hampton, Va. This stack, during darkness, will always
be marked plainly by an incandescent light at’the top. The Commanding Officer of
Langley Field desires that this matter be brought to the -attention of all station
commanders whose pilots might be likely to' visit Langley Field, '

s
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' ,\TOTED FRON AIR SERVICE FIELDS.

Langlev Fleld Hampton Va., January E?nJ. A . . i e . '
- The usual aét1v1tles of the. Second Bombardment Group were greatly retarded uhe

" past month due to the holldays and bad weather at this field. ©Six Nartln Bombers
were ,flown cross~country to Chanute Field, ferrying enlisted men to the school there.
Most‘of the pilots experienced nonslderable trouble on the trip; due to the extreme.
.cold in.that part of the country. What is usually a five day trip turned out to be .-
one of from elghteen days to thirty-two days and, according to the reports of the
pilots who made the trip, it was not cherished by any.

AIR SERVICE TACTICAL SCHOOL:

The A s T S., flew 58 houru uud 40 mmuteq during the past; week, of which 9
hqurs was cross- country tlme.‘, < S s |

11TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON

We huve on our baqket ball team some pretty good materlal, several of the
players belng well known as,. for instance, Tech, Sgt. Moorehead -and St. Sgt.
Ritenour, who. came from the Lone Star State with good records. Pvts., Iknar and
Moore are our star basket shooters and Sgt Needham is a good center. So far we
have played two games winning one and tieing the other, Slowly but surely the old
men of the Squadron are dropping-off, -This time -it.is Private Brock, who has been
with us two and a half years. We are sorry to see him go, as he is a very good and
cheerful comrade. We are very pleased to note the return from leave of Private
Charles Afkinson, the supreme mechanic of -the .Squadron. He says that he had a good-
tlme but. had to ‘come back as he dld not want to miss his "Beans

a

BOTH BOMBARDNEVT SQUADROV'

The 20th Squadron basket ball team is doing very well, and promlses to do even -
‘better before the season is over. The team now consists.of Martin, ngglns, Burns,i
Bolles and DeMarral. They won from the 19th Airship Company team by.the score of -
28 to 23. The 19th team playpd an excellent game but the 20th played even: better
and the losers were lucky to0 not have received an even worse beitlng.

19TH AIRSHIP COMPANY:

. Durln the past week llttle flylng was dOﬁe Whlch 1nciuded the regular tralnlng
and routlne work: The motors were . changed and tested._ : '

Y

50TH OBSERVRTION SQUADRON.‘

Durlng the ‘past week "Ole Jupe Pluv1us" was on the job with a bang, as can be
attested by several Officers- of the Day, who attempted to swim on their 1nspect10ns
of the Guard around the Hangars. Flleg was somewhat curtailed on this account,” but
the Squadron planes participated in the follow;n fllghus 19 flights, Tralnlng of
Alreraft Crews; 2 flights for ship-. tosts 1 fllght .Routine test; 2 flights, Aerial.
Reconnazssaaoe* 4 flights Crosa—country, as follows: . Lt. Bigsel, pilot, with Pro-
fessor Todd,. the’ famous ag from Amherst- as. passquer,flew to Bolling Field
and’ returQ.. Lt, Colllno/Hogg ér as passenger, flew to Bolling Field and retirn.
Lt. Collins reports favorably on the National. Capital and desires more trips there.
We wonder what the attraction is? Capt.. Galloway flew our AWOL plane #7 from
Bolling Field. This protege of ours has been at. Bolling Field since November 15,

1924, when Captain Duncan tried to negotla e a trip to the Princeton-Yale football
- game, but was forced dowm at White Plains, Md, Sergeant McCunnis, the crew chief, .
wept with joy to see Slippery Sevan glide back to Langley Field and well into its
berth. It has been on a long desertion but now our - hopea are that it will behave and
observe the Air Service Regulations.

The Langley Field Basketball league started ite season and the 0ld Gym vibrates
with shouts of its aporoval and disapproval of the referee's decisions. Our team
- has come out v1ctorlouq in all its games so far and the chances of winning the Cup
are -extremely bright. The members of the team are:: Sgts. Cy Foster, Eddie Tuite,
Porkey Huffmaa, Rainbow DeFord, Pvts. Dutch ! etzenoerger, Rob Ranger and Willie
Thoraton. In the last game Sgt "Porkey" Huffman had the misfortune to dislocateé hie
shoulder and is now residing with the "Pill Rollers" at Fortress Monroe., .We hope
that the "Pill Rollers" will soon get tired of “Porkey" and kick him out.
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58TH SERVICE SQUADROWN: .- .. - ) o ’. o . L
B 0.5 57T a?i:- B.OOS T w.~.~ Tt is noted tq at a spirit of fr?endly"rivalry}
has developed among-the various squadrong and detschments. The sp}rlt ofa;Pn?ud;of:
My Outfit"™ isiin the Air. Thiq’is"a Jealthful s1gn and augurs Welf'fof Fbefsu?oefsi
of any organization whose members are Aimbued with such’a- spirit, - Then’men bepin to
boost, things are going to move. It ig the knocker who tearSVQan.‘_Incess??t _
knocking will break down the spirit and efficiency of any_organlzatlon? .It is a -- -
little more than an apology for a manifest weakness -- a diseased condlzlon, qgg the
other hand, health &nd~strength dré-gsuggested by the spirit which says:™ YBOCS

A PN
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96TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON: B R o
4 ‘..-'. B - - 7-2‘: ",,", - - B . PR . - . : "‘-‘v .
The »96th . Bombatdment Squadron (Dev1l‘ 0w ) *has played two gamesin the 1ntergf
post Basket-ball League, and sports a 100% average. Our Communlcatlonstfflfef,~
Lit. Wilson, has been detailed as assistani to officer in charge of the Post bcgoolsf
59TH SERVICE SQUADRON:
’ ’ - N . - - e LT UL
i¢'.w»' 5 T i - " '“,; - " . - - - .3 "' - - » -
Lleut Victor E. Bertrandiasg: returned for'duty from & tour of'detachggrserV1ce
at McCook Field, in conmnection with tests of "CO™ models, and a ghort ﬂerlod of )
leave., Lieut, ¥m. A, Ha yward flew.an: JMB! to WNew, York; expecting to. remd iin there _
during the eclipse of the sun. Sgt Hixson suffered a sllght relapse during the

past: week, B0t from last reports; he.is again on the road to recovéry. He is stlll_

confined to’ the Post Hospital at FortiOglethorpei Georgia, T - _“

Langlev,Fie‘dl Héééioﬁ* &a!; JanéarijQS-:f"< . R ‘ o _

50TH OBSERVATION nou;n’on:-'.* R l”'»-' ) R T
‘The~éolloudné is. %hér%lyiﬁ: tl&; fo; ﬁe'SOthwséua3;én.for’the vast Mreek:

11 flights, Routine Tests; 5 flighte, Moior Tests; 2 flights, RadioiTestg} 2 flights,
Cross-country; 1 flight, Airways: 3 flights,” Trainiag Aireraft -Crews and 2- flthvS
Aerial Reconnaissahce,- total time for the'week 53 -holrs and 10 minutes. :

The 50th Basket ball- eam is still going-strong. Ia the-vast week thev brought

the bacon from the A.S.T,S., and the "Outlaws", ,The rFecord thus far- 1§ f¢vev ¢
victories and no defeata. Lhe‘boyo.are sure .on t’e right track for another cup thls
year, L T S S G - .
.- T L AV . -
e N - o P - - % . . .

2OTH BOMBARDMBNT aQ ADBO&-»- 'r43r R ST A : -

a- o Tl oL, L, G L ) o

. Very llttle flylng wav-dbne ‘in the Sguadron du*lﬁ? the' past week owing to the:

very inclement ;weather; jand. the» officersxare :all dmpatiently awalthg good weathér -
to catch up.on thelrrfiylng.ﬁ Lieut. Walker; the Squadron inspecéior, is well arouﬂm‘
again, hav1ng been very 1ll~foqxse"eral heehs. . The 20th Sguadron basketball team® i:
is still going strong, and winning plenty of pames. Staff Sgt. Martin and Pvte < ©
Higging.are again 0n,the team-and with,them there ' is no doubc Fhat the team will

continue the good 'showing they,-are.making, . ¢, « 7 . L it cu ,f .45
- s = Yoary
96TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADROHN:. : -~ . =~ 2 ¢ ;- .. :2 S

r - - \

- f
. £ -
N P Y e . . -

e e e me e e .
On January~26 Lleuu.,Llndeabur took -our good .chip: Mo, 8 'out for'a-ghort flight

and had the unfortunate luck to land 1t in-the bay. -Outside of gettiwg'their afinual

bath the crew and Lieut. LhndenbuLg got outof the wreckages without® a’mark or soalr.-
The baqketball team isistillrplaying at 1000 ﬁciceqz and we are sure they will

L3
.

D -

maintain thelr lead tnrougmout the -geasony -. - o < s . .
not g 4 B Coe T o
llTH'BOMBARpMENT SQUADRON; reoe AU . -,'f _

*The weather: around Lengley:Field, 1s not of-the-bést, for flylﬁg uﬂYWdye * Never-

theless, the'old Eleveath managéd tofput across thirteen hours and"thirty-five mlnutes,

and seventeen flights, We grant .that partsof tﬂla-wao at erogs~ country“’llght to @cw:
York and return. ..The pilot of this fllaht-n as LLedt Hajward, who Leported taat 1t

was, a severe- trlp- veos . - T % RPN .
The Eleveﬂth S; Flying Flve put,uﬂ a. prettr stif rurrle on the gim’ floor one -
day last week, _ when -the bquaqron played the 50th Obgervation. .Thé score was 97.

26. in- favor of the o0th's basket tshooters.. (The: 'staré of .the game 'weré for th
Bleventh, Iknar and ,Moore, 'with liocorelead~ doing* s 016 good &nd fast plajlng and for
the 50th,. Napler Brown and Fo§térf..:v . .F5 5 .4 WL 0

-
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In place of the usual weekly drill on Fednesday moruing, our commandiag
officer gave us a sgplendid talk on Morals aad Sex Hygiene. It was well worth
listening to, .and was appreciated by everyone who heard it. Its effect on the moral:
of Squadron cananot be seen at present, but it is bouad to-have had some effect, as
our C.0,, is pretty popular with his men, and what he says is ustally followed: This
talk will help to strengthen the esprit dp corps- of the command. : L.

. .o - .
N . . - . .

59TH SERVICE SQUADROL . - . : ' o

Lieut., William A. Hayward returned January 28th from M1+chel Field, after a
strenuous journey due to inclement weather. A yerfect laﬂd*ng was made at this
field under extremely adverse ground conditions, '

No further news was receivec at this office in regard to the orecent healtn of
lst Sergeant William A, Hixon. Latest information was-to the effect that he was
convalescent. ‘ - S . . , o e

-
A -

AIR SERVICE TACTICAL SCHOOL: -

During “the week just padsed the Air Service Tactical School did not do their
customary amount flyiag owing to the inclement .weather, N

Phillivps Field, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md., Feb: 2’ o - S )

- .
.

. Very few of the officers of the Sguadron were on the Pogt for the Christimas
holldayg. Lieut. K. deV. Fastenau deWCrUed for his home iz Ohio; Dec. R3rd., and
speat a very enjoyable tea days with the home folke. Lieut, C.F.Bond took thirty
days leave, spendiang most of the tlme in Philadelphia and Washington. Lieut. W.H. .
Blealley quOyeu a uen-da) leave at his home -in New York, leaving here Dec. 24th,. - .
Lieut. F.¥.Seward gpent five days with his pareats in Ridgely, Md. Last, but not
least, Lieut. U.P. Hebert flew a DH +o Worcester, Mass., Dec. 25th to take Lieut.
J.F.Early of the 18th, Airship Co. to his home for the holidays. Lieut. . Hebert
returned to Hartford, Comn., left the plane in a hangar dnd went 40 his home in :
Springfield via t;aln, The returw trip to this field was.made Doc. 28th,- exvellent
weather conditions 3reva1¢1qt throughout the holidays. -

Lieut. John A.Austin and three enlisted men left here for Langln ﬂleld W.Va.,
Dec. 27+, .earoute to Chanute Field, where the ealisted men - Were to enter the
A.S.T.S8.. It was very cold and after aoout an hour's flylng a ‘bad ‘snow storm was*
encountered., Lieut. Avstin tried +o ‘zo around the storm but was unsuccessful, bexng
.finally forced down at Tidioute, Pa., almost out of gas. . It was necessary to re-
main a day and a half for better oonditions. The trip was :continued to Chanute Field
via Langin Field and Fairfield, Ohio. Lieut. Austin returaned from Chanute Field to
Fairfield alone and left the NBS-<1 at that station to be overhauled continuing home-
ward in a supercharger DH. It seemed. as though luck was against Lieut. Austin and
he .was again forced down, .this time out of gas, at W. Friendship, Md. Fuel was '
taken to him by ‘truck from thlqutatlon and- he continued on to the home statlon
Jan., Tth, .

Due to a heavy snow étorm in this section of the country no flying was done at
this station until Jan. 8th. Even then the snow and slueh hlndered landlng and -’
take-offs, :

While returﬁlng from a theater in Baltimore on the night of Jan. 18th, Lieuts.
C.F.Bond and 0.P..Hebert met with an accident in which both received very palnful
injuries, Lieut. Bond was driving his Ford coupe,and,upon turning a corner un-
expectedly came upon a large truck, belonging to the Cwuy of Baltimore, parked in the
center of the street Wlthout lights. 'A crash was unavoidable. Lieuts. Bond and
Hebert were.removed o John Hopking Hospital where their injuries Wwere dressed and
a few days later they were transferred to Walter Réed Genersl Howpital where they -
were reported to be doing nicely. Tieut. Bond suffered lacerations about the face

%ndkhpad and a fractured jaw. Lieut. Hebert was cut about the face and. hLS jaw was
roken,

On January 24th, there was general ex01tement all over Northeast United States
when there was a touaW eciloce of the sun. - Lieut, H.L. Ceorge, A.S. and Capt..Terry
of the OUrdnance Dept. flew o New York on the afternoon of +he 23rd to be on ahaad
to view the eclipse from the air. The eclipse as seen from Aberdeen was about 95,a
total, causing it to appear as though it was about 6 P,M, instead of 9:15 AsM. This
is. the first. time in history that‘night fly;ng has been done in the da time.

-%0n to the Post Championship" is now the motto of the 49th. Squadron basket=
ball team. . At the present time the standing of the team is ,500 having played four '
games, Wi.nlng two and losing two. .In two of the games with the 18th, Airship Co.,

the 49th won the flrst 21-15, and lost the second 30-22, The third,and deciding
=1 6w S am "V-5372, A.S.
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' geme will be played at an early late. The first game was~played on the 49th court
and wag fought hard throughout. The pame wasn't won until the last two n1ruge:,
‘The second gam® was played on the 18th court and, due to . its smallnecs, the 48ih
didn't give the 18th guite enough éredit, so the 49th second team started the geme.
It was soon evident that we had made a bad mistake, because after five minutes of
play the score was 9-0 in favor of the 18th he flrst team was rushed to the res-
cue and at half time the score stood 13-11 in favor of the 18th. This lead could
not be overcomeé and after a hotly fought half the game ended 30= 22 18th. Lpok out,
Sand Bagsi

o

en Antonno Adr Iﬂtermedﬁate Depot Kellv F eld Texas. ﬁéb 3.

Lleuta lMyron R. Wood, who was recewtly relieved of his dutles at this statlon,
is now on leave of absence attending to some’ personal business matters and visiting
abcut amoag friends and relatives in San Antonio and the local Army Posts prepara-
tory to leaving for a tour of duty in the Hawaiian Islands., Lieut. and Mrs. Wood
are planning to leave soon for a motor tour in their Wills=-Saint Claire through
Southwest Texas,.New Mexico, Arizona,.and. Soutnern Callfornla before 301n1ng their
new station. - — —

Lieut. Wood has been on duty at thl" station for nearly four years as Depot
Supply Officer, Contracting & Purchasing Officer, and Transportation Cfficer.  For
nearly three years he was the Actlng Quortermaster, during which time he built a.
number of comfortable, commodious, as well asg beautiful,_officers' quarters from
salvaged material and Post 'labor,

Lieut, Wood is an excellent flyer and is well qualllled by study and
experience for the duties of procurement storagc and issue of aeronautical
equipment and supnlles at depots where such work is performed on a major scale., His
many friends among the officers, employees, and of the city of San Antonio wish him
and Mrs. Wood a ‘pleasant and 1qucrectlag tour-of duty at their new station.

Mrs, Lewis A, Dayton, wife of Lieut. Dayton, and her. children are v101t1ng
friends and relatives in Southern California, . R

Lieut. Lewis A.Dayton left Saturday on a cross- couqtry fllgnt to Mudkogee,

. Okla., and returned Sunday at noon,

The Air Service employees held their monthly dance at the Serv1ce -Club on
Saturday evening, about sixty couples being present. The music was exvellent and
those ‘present enjoyed a déllghtful evening. . . ;

Bipps Field, ¥ort Bllss _Texas., Januarv 23 -~ .31, 1925,

A training camp at Bigge Field . for reserve officers is scheduled to atart
February 14th, about tén reserve of ficers being expected to attend,

The Second Division Air Sefrvice. basketball team added another game to their
credit when they defeated-the team from the Wm. Beaumont General HOSpltal on

_ January 22nd by the close score of 20 to 19.

Cross-country flights during the &bove period were as follows: Lleut 0'Connell
-to the Air Iantermediate Depot at San’ Antonio, Texas., Jan. 27th to take a bomblag
gear to that place; Lieut. Clark and Master Sgﬂ Thile to Tucson, Arlz., January
17th, to take spare parts 1o Lieuts. Weddington and O'Connell who had a forced
landlng there on Jan. 15th. All returned “to, Fort Bliss en the 18th Major Heffernan
to San Antonio Air Inoermed1ate Depot Jén. 19th, ferrying an old plaao there and
returning the following day with a new one; Lleut. Smith and Sgt. Livesay to Tucson,
Nogales and Douglas, Ariz., January 27th for the purpose of inspecting supplies at
those stations; returning the following day; Lieut, €lark and Private McGaugh bo
Marfa, Texas, January 27th, the former re+urn1ng the same day and Private McGaugh”
remaining there to return Wlth Lieut.. 0'Connell;. Sergeant Pierce. aqd Sgt Johngon
to Pyote, Texas, Jan, 3lst., for cross-country flylnc “training. -

Captain Walter Bender returned Jan. 26th from McCook Field where he was on
temporary duty for almost two months.

Lieut. Searl from Brooks Field visited this station on Jan. 27th and returned
to his home’ station the followihg aay.

Lieuts. Lawrence, Thorpe and Myers, with officers as passengers, arrived at
this station from Brooks Field on January 30th. .

Lieut. Smith and Private Rab;now1tz ferried an old plane to the San Aatonio Air
Intermediate Depot and returned with a newcone. :

Tech. Sgt. Bonville was assigned to the 12th Obs. Squadron and is on det ached
service at Kelly Field; Pvt. Sldn93 Paugh reenlisted at Fort Logan, Denver, GColorado,
for the-12th Obs., Sqdn., and reported for duty Jan. 25th; Privates Lafflen Laird,and
Paul were seént to the Wm. Beaumont General Hospital for treabment Prlvate Herbart
A. Carruth left for Lubbock, Texas, on a:30~day furlouch.
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Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich, Jan, 3lst,

On the night of January 30th %hé Selfridge Field Minstrels gave thei? - h
first presentation in the War Department Theatre. The shoy.was warmly received by
soldier and civilian alike, and e predict success. Set, Williame more commonly
known as BayRum Bill, gave us many laughszas the Irish comedian but the eveningjsb

- prize must be preseated to Private McDohald, of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, who in
‘a character of a somewhat goofy éspect gaused us continued merriment. The show is

'“t0 be presented ‘in Mt, Clemens and surrouading towns just as soon as a few of_#he
high-brows get the kinks out of their respective equanimities, _

Immediately after the mingtrel, the post basketball team played the Board of‘-
Commerce team from New Baltimore. -The final score was ‘close and, due to excellent
guarding on both sides, was rather small, same being 17 to 10 in favor of Selfridge.
The game was fast and replete with thrills. Hangar nine was crpwdéd to the doors .
with soldiers and civilians for the first time this winter,

£ i . r . ' E
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Crissy Field, Présidio of San ?ranciséé.‘Califi,'janﬁarv 30th.,

In spite of inclement weather during a‘gréa%_part,ofAthe Month_?f January over

one hundred hours of flying missions were performed as follows; -

Fofmations,vCross Country Flights, Message Dropping,
Photographic Missions, Cemera man Missions, Camera

" Obscura Missions, Reconnaissance Flights, Bracket and
Precision Adjustments on the Smoke Bomb Range, Radio
Mi'ssions "(both sending and receiving from the air),
Releasing Pigeons, Missions with the Coast Artillery at
Fort Scott (for anti-air craft sighting practice),
Aerial Gunnery (firing at water targets and at shadows
of other plaves on the water off the coast of Saw ' .

R : Francisco), Parachute Drop Testing end Picking up
messages from the grouad., N o > _
The following subjects wers taken up in Lhe class room (tlassés attended by all
offi¢ers and.all néx-commissioned pilots): . S o
Bracket and Precision Adjustment, Buzzer Practice, Camera
Obscura;, Supply Methods. ‘ ' '

Classes were conducted for all-non-commissioned officers in the following
subjects: :

+

. Taterior- Guard; Infantry'Drill, Field Seérvice Regulations. .
o In addition to the flying performed during good weather, all officers and non-
commissioned pilots attended Trap Shooting Class. T )
A series of lectures given at the Prefidio éovering all branches of the service
was begun during the month., The first tio lectures were upon Cavalry and Chemical
“ Warfare. All Crigsy Field Officers are attending these” lectures. L
On January 19th a Seven-Plane Formation greeted the U.85.A.T. "Chateau Thierry",
- which arrived from Honolulu with General Menoher, former Chief of Air Service, who
wWill, after a short leave of absence’, command the Ninth Corps Area. .
Colonel Short, Corps Area-inspector,'inspectediorisSy Field on January 15th and
found the field satisfactory tn every detail, as evidenced by the following letter of
commendation, o - R o S .o
"The Corps Area,commgnder directs me to offer his commendation to the
officers and enlisted men of the,9fét505sérvation Squadron, Air Service, based on
the following recommendation of the Corps Area Inspector, contained in his report
of inspection of Crissy Field, dated January 20, 1925:
‘ ‘(3) That the officeré and ealisted men of this squadron be commended
for their efficiency and spirit of willingness to tackle any task,'

»

" G.MHOLLEY, _ .
Lieut,Col.,Adjutant General's Department,
. : - R . Assistant Adjutant General," o
On the afternoon of Januvary 29th; there was proposed an attempt at message
picking from the Steamship Yale, on one-of its regularly scheduled trips from San.
Francisco to Los Angeles and San Diego. Several moving picture. men weré aboard the
Yale to obtaia movies of this stunt.  Lieut, (Oy) Marriner and two ehlisted mén, as
assistants, were to do thé ground work on the boat’ and, before the Yale went out to
sea, were to be taken off by a Coast Guard Boat. In spite of fog dnd much smoke frem
the stacks of the Yale' thé attempt was successful. The last view Crissy Field hag
‘ C=l8e 7T L "0 V-5372, A.S.
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of the Yale as it left the harbor wag that it was making kmots, and the Coast Guard
Boat was evidently unable %o. overtake it, Lieuvi. (Deacon) Haynes, Post Adjutant,
stated that Cy seemed %o be very dressed up for this stunmt, and it looked like a
frame-up and a little t#ip t0 San Diego for Cy. e later had to credit Cy with bei=g
the second men to walk on'the water, for he showed up an hour later and stated that
the only reason he couldn't go on to San Diego was that he and his two assistants had
$1.85 amongst them.. .o T . . "

Together with other grisfs that usually assail us about the first of the year, we
had to let Doc Beeson give us his semi-annual "once over™ to see whether or not we
could continue our aerial activities. Everyone seems to have squeezed by, with the
possible exception of "Hard Luck Johnny". We ald wish him luck,

Retween rainy spells (and mud puddles on the field) we tried to drop several
parachutes for their quarterly test. We missed a couple of mud puddles, We recently
received a Training Type Parachute. The field is much too narrow to enable a man to
land on it in a live jump, and as neither the water of San Francisco Bay on one side
and the buildings and trees on the other side look very inviting, as soon as weather
permits a formation will be put on to Mather Field, Sacramento, and parachute jumps
made upon reaching that field. Sergeant Finch, Assistant to the Parachute Officer,
will make the first jump, Deacon Haynes states that if the durned thing works he'll
take the second chance, However, the Deacon says that it has been so long since the
training chute arrived, that his knees ain't so steady as they used to was, and he
would like %0 have us hurry up and put on the jump while he is still in the same
frame of mind. The Parachute Officer agsures the Deacon that our present type of.
chute is absolutely fool prodf (unless the fool pulls the rip cord while he is still
in the cock pit). One more thought to console the Deacon is that we aim to plea§e =
that if it doesn't open hé can return it o the parachute department and we'll give
him another one. ' :

Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif., Jan. 18,

The first cross-country flight of the new year for the 478th Pursuit Squaaron
Reserve, took place over the last week~end, when five planes and ten pilots and
passengers left Santa Monica for Bakersfield. , The return flight was made the fol~
lowing day. Those who participated in the flight were lst Lieuts. Frank Barber,
Harry Watson, Dean Farran, Wm. Finley, 2nd Lieuts. Leonard Thomas, Charles English,
K.K.Kinney and V.AoGrant, Sgt. H.A. Fieldhouse and Pvt., C.H,Walkey. Lieut. HeG.
Kenyon of the Rezular Army Air Service and commanding of ficer of Clover Field
accompanied the reserve flyers in his DH-4 plane, with Fred Brown, chief mechanic of
the: field, as his passenger, , '

The party was joined at Bakersfield by Col. Frank P.Lahm, Air Officer of the 9th
Corps Area, who was enroute from San Diego to his headquarters at San Francisco by .
automobile, A delagation of Bakersfield's prominent citizens met the flyers on their
arrival. Several oroposed sites for a municipal airport field were inspected and
recommendations were made by the Army men, After an informal dinner, the Bakersfield
theatres and several dances held open house for the men, )

The flight home Sunday morning was made in tinusual time, requiring a little
less than one hour and 20 minutes, which is fast time for the training type planes
used, _ . : .

Master Sergeant John H.McCabe of the Regular Army Air Service was recently
ordered to Clover Field from Crissy Field and was placed in charge of all the flying
at Clover Field, both civilian and reserve, by the commanding officer. An operations
officé was erected on the field where all pilots are required to register upon
arrival at the field and departure. '

Lieut. Oakley G.Kelly of non=stop trenscontinental flight. fame and Lieut. J.R.
Miller arrived at Clover Field enroute to San Diego from Portland, Oregon. A stop
overnight was made. These off#cers again visited Clover Field upon their return
trip northward, -

Captain A.G,Houghton and Lieut.L.L.Williams, A.S,,arrived during the week from
San Diego in a DH-4 for a short stay, ) :

A Board of Regular Army Air Service Officers, composed of Lieuts.C.P.Kane,
Horace S.Kenyon,Jr., and C.C.Moseley convened at Clover Field to examine applicants
for appointment as flying cedets. Six cendidates appeared before the Board.

The painting and decorating of the new Reserve Air Service Officers' Club House
at Clover Field is fast nearing completion, Many splendid social functions are
planned to be held there. It is expected that the formal opening ball will be at-
tended by the majority of Southern California's Air Service Reserve men and their
wives or women friends., ' '

Clover Field has become a frequent stopping place for government and other plunes
enroute north and south along the coast. 0il, gasoline and mechanical repairs are
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obtained there by the birdwen, Hardly.a day pagses without from;oneg%c ten and
sometime’s more planes dropping from the skieg for a wisit. : :

..... .A_"‘\ . i
The number 6f nérsons vho.appear at Clover Field each flying 3unday to
witness the taking off and landing of 'ships is congtantly increasing. é%ast‘Supday.
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VOL., IX AIR SERVIGE KEMS . LETTER NO.4
Informetion Division o Munitions' Building
Alr Serviece - . - March 3, 1925, ‘ o Washington, D.C,

The purpose of this letter is to keep the personnel of the Air Service, both in
Washington and in the field, informed as to the activities of_the Alr oerv1ce in
general, and for reélease to the: public press.

FOI{ R}ELEASE mal ch 6 l ~5..

3

. . . ) . [N

SRR Ta SRt Varnkiicy]
UACEMENT

From now on every effort will be made to vet out a NEWS LETTER having maximum
interest for folks in the Air Service. 4And in order to dobhis the whole hearted
cooperation -0f everyone is asked., The sroblems of ‘the Air Service are many and
varied; most of them are not hased upon precedence; one person's ideas may be as good
as another‘ 5, and with a sort of round table discussion of aviation matters carried
on in the NEWS LETTER, a2 ln“ae amouat of practical knowledge, or at least a diversion
of ideas can be produced.

The WEWS LETTER will carry any ]Ltﬂ“ changes of policy in aviation that may be
formed; thelatest orders on changes in perooqnel or, stations; progected activities,
hapuenlags in the Office of the Chief of Air gervlce' newr typea of airplanes being
built, what they are supposed to do and where they w11i be sent; items of interest
in technical development at the Eagineering Division; extr acte fron speeches deliv-
ered by the Chief of Air Service; extracts f;om Qoncressional debates affecflag
aviation; and other matters of intérest to aecrona utics,

Every officer or enlisted man in the Air Service, National Guard or Reqerve who
has new ideas on U“&l&thﬂ Supply, Maintenance or aaythlnp else having to do with
flying units, is r'ordla‘ly invited to take advantage of the NEWS LETTER as the medi=
ur for preqenblno hig ideae. TFor example, any officer who thinks he has the best
maintenance systeﬂ in the world should write sbout.it and let others in on it. " Such
things would be of great value to Reserve and National Guard off ficers who find it
hard to orcanize their units. Oa the other nand, some of the Reserve and National
Guard people may be able to show the Regulars a few tricks. The Repulars, Reserves
and Militia of the Air Service are not in slose enough touch with one anothe;, the
NEWS LETTER should afford a common stam ing zgrounc, - The Uffice of the Chief of Air
Service wants to keep in touch with th:c Reserve and Militia components. Most of
these folks are war comrades of the Regulare and the only way to retain contact is
for these units to write in to the NEWS LETTER about themselves

. Many a post commander at the Air Service fields thinks he Las the best
organization ever assembled., Why? Everybody wants to know.. In the NEWS LETTER
each post commander can pasts his outfits in review, A contest will soon be started
over the merits of the various flying fiélds in the United States, Panama, Hawaii -
and the Philippines, ’

Perhaps some crew chief thinks his crew is the bect that ever rustled a wing or
hefted a wrench. Vhy? Tell it to the NEWS LBETTER, and.maybe someone else will weke
up and try to steal his stuff, which we want them o do for the sake of efficiency,
Perhaps some Crew Chief only tlldkw he is good. Another chief may write up his own
prowess in such glowing terms thot 2 whole formation,of new ideas will meke three
point landings. - .

’ And ag to the Aero Squadron itself, each merber should think his outfit is the
best; if not, he should try to make it so. A4 loL of wind is expected to blow around
this subject .in the WEVS LETTER. )

At the present moment a question has arisen as to whether or not an Aero Squad-
ron can or could with proper planes carry its own equipment by air instead of being
tied do'm so0 much Does someone have any ideas on this?! If so, turn
them loose in the , With such a plan, would it be feasible to have large
plenes containing 'ozopr&;nlc laboratory ““1ch could move with the organization .
independent of the ground? hat about gas tank planes?. Would it be practical 1o
have air leviathans which could ca »rry a quantity of spare motors and airplane parts?
This is just one 6f the many provlems now confrouting aviation and ac stated in the
be"lﬂﬂlﬂﬁ, the ideas of 'one person may be as good as thoze of another. 5o, let us
air them out in the 'IE¥S LETTER. ‘

- . .TUL
Major, Air berviqe, _ ‘
Chief Information Division. ‘ T
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HOOKIAG AN AIRSLANE 70 AN AIRBHIP

thé‘latuer can maintain her epeed of aporoximetely.five miles greatvr than the stal-~
ling speed 0f an airplans." iz is, ; " ths conclusion arrived at ag the
result. of the experiment recenuiy condusted at Scott Fieldy Ill. of -hooking on an
alrplaae to an airship. Further experiments along this TLne are-conbemplated with
the purpose in view of modifying the design of the hooking-on and releasing apoara-
tue and of determining the limits of lightness and heaviness of the airship for
successful hocking on and releasing. S S
. The Engineering Division at MeCook Field, Dayton, O., submitted an interesting
detailed report on the experiment at Scott Field ‘and wnlle considerable publicity
has appeared in the newspaners o0n this unique feat, it is believed that the aetalled
report quoted below will prove of interset to readers of the ﬂBV” LETTER:
‘"1, Equipment uszed in exneriment = ‘ '
a. Alrship TC-3.
b, . Messenger airplane. .- : : : )
¢. The airship was eoulnped ~ith th@ traoeze and tho Meuhen; airplane
- with the hqok, furnished by the Lawrence Sperry Aircraft Comoany, Inc.
d. A fixed trapeze wa: used, It was braced fcre and aft by two .cahles.
. in each diroetion, leading from trapeze to suspension clips on er ghip
ary the Fokker type of {trapeze bar was employed -in this egperiment,.
as it is better deeigned to take.up noit only upward thrust f{rom the
‘airplane, but aleo the forward momentum and lrag of. the olaae when
guspended on this bar in flight. C
2. qh° trapeze -and accessory eguinment had been previously @nvﬁ“ed o'Scott
¥ield and installed on the T(=3 airship, while the iegsenger airvplane, dus to the
fact that the hook ‘installation orevented putiting in a large ca 0ac1uy gasoline tanlk,
was shipped by tzuek to Scott Field and thsre set up aad made ready prior to-the
followlng versounel’ leaviag KcCook Field for that station for the purpose of carry-.
ing on and supervising the ekperiment: -Major H.A.Strauss, A.S5. was sent 0 Scott
Tield as the Engineering Diwvision representative; Lieut. C.,,Ilqter, A.8., as pilod
of the Messenger plane; Lieut. W.L.Bovd, A.S., as pilot of photographic plane, and -
Mr. Lewis Hagemeyer, Enpineering DlVlFlO eroloyee, for the purpese of taking m0v1ag
pictures of the experiment., SRR
2, The above personnel-left McCook Field -on December lOtb and arrlved at -Scott
Tield the same day, but weather conditions at that statlon pre vented any attomyts_,
being made until late aftefnoon of December 13.
4. The airship took off and ascended to an altltude of aporox1mate]y 2000 feet,
and then leveled -out, whereupon Lieut. Finter cruised ‘alongside to get an estimate o
the speed of the airship in comnarison with the stalling speed of the essenger planc
Imnediately after this he circled around aad came up underneath and from the rear,
towards the trapeze. ' Afier maneuvering .for a few momente, he got the plane 'in. the
oreper. position for hooking oa,. when a small bump threw the plane up and - caused the.

-

gulde bar on the hook to strike the trapeze, which resulted only .in forcing the planse

down 100 feet or so. Lisut., Fimter immediately climbed tHe plane and made another
attempt -but tHe same thing happened. On the third trial, a bump forced the plane up
and the propeller gtruck the trapeze and broke, nfce031udt1nr his return. ﬁolthe
around, - Co : o Lt s
5, Three things coatributed “to the failure 'of thie first.experiment: Sk

a. The airshivp was about 1000 scuadz lisht at the altitude where ‘the. ex=~:
periment was attemoted, and.could not be flown on a level keel without ascending,
and when it was fosed do'm to counterzcet for the excess 1ift, it had a tendency to
creep up or down . N ' C

Ve The air was buwpy. o : : :

Ce 'I* was Tound that if the nlane’ Olln“Pd up 1o tne oroper height to nuok
on, but was a distance greater than.iwo feet in rear of the trapeze, the Sllpqtredm
from thf~airsalp.h pronellers caugsed coaride
plane. - - : : R T I - .
6., Arrangements were made to secure-spare propellers from »cCook Flelo anJ in-
an effort 4o -avoid any.iurther delay, an .old. aiovcller from the OA-L airship was,
tried out on the lessenger plane and, vhile only turning over 1450 r.p.m. with
throttle full out, Lisut. Finter dec1den to try-again on tqe afternooq of the- lSth
if the weather )erhxuugn , :

7. On the afternooa of December 15th the qirshi_ was taken oubt and welghed_ofl
approximately 250 pounds light and proceeded,to ciimb to 1500 feet, which had been
decided uvpon as sufficient elevation. Lieut. Finter in the meantime had taken off i
the kessenger plane and maneuvered around ;a,tne same manner during the first

' . : D _ : V-5377, A.G-.
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experiment' and when he = signalled that the airshi teady on the ‘course, be
mansuvered his plane up undsr the ship in. the same manner as on the previous v
occas 10“, and with no apparent. trouble or delay of aay kind, hooked the plane on the
trapeze, but -his forward speed was greater than the Jesigated, five miles an hour,
and the hook functioned imperfectly reteaelng and sermitting him to {1y on throuph.
The same H{ficulty was encountered in the secoad atte npt ﬂuu on’ the third. Urial*
he flew the plaae un-and made a oerfect 11oox ~-0n. . i “ :

8, 'The airship wasg then turned and-proceeded i oward Scott Wleld carrylng the
airplane on the trapeze until.at a point about a mile from the hasngar, when Lieut?’
-Finter released the hock and ,flew.direetly toward the landing ficldiwhere he 1andee.

9. On the trials of this date, the'fact that -the airship was practlcally -
cequilibrium did away with the ﬂlfflcultle" noted in ‘paragraph 5 aboveé, 'The air W3§-
very smooth, and as the pilot -climbed the sirplare steeply directly under and-in
‘redr of the trapeze no difficulty was -experienced on account of the qllpstream froﬂf
the airship's propellers, ’

. +10. . Both the hooking~oa of the airplané and its release. occurred g0 aaﬂlly and
without appreciable.effect on the-airship that the pilot was unaware of the time of
occurrence of each, and theconly appreciable difference in carrying the. alrylane “was
to he noted in ‘hev;mc1oaoei drag and lowering of the air speed of the airship.

11, The hook-on was accomplished with the airplane going at full -speed- ;
indicaied air speed 62 m.p.h.; pround speed approximately 54 m.p.h. and the alrshlof
at an indicated air soeed 0f -5} m.p.h. and .a ground speed .of approximately 45 m.pihe
12. Hotion pictures.and stills were taken of both the hdoking-on and release
by four airplane s-corrying Alr Service and newspaper photographers, and arrangemento
were made to- Secure, ¢copies.of the films taken by commor01a1 pt otograoners to T
supplement the records taken by the Air Service.. - - S S f"-'“" ‘
13...-The conclugions based oh. the ahove ex per;melu arey v - e : o
. a.. -That sractic ally any airplane can beée hooked on to an alrea1n while 1ﬂ “i ) ?
fli; h* an& without . day dif ficulty- Whatcoever either as regards the plane or the
airship,. vrovided -the latter .can maintain an air speed of a_orox1nazely 5. &1100
. greater than the. vtalllﬂf speed of the- alrslane."';V e K v oo
b. U%lﬁg ecu“pmen, of the same type or similar to tnat emp]oyed in tne above |
elpﬁfluenu, ne difficuliy may ordlnarlly be expected as regards sirikin “the trapezr
bar with the propeller if the pilot =il alwayﬂ'xceo the hook-and trapeze bar in
llﬂe aad pay ne at ttention to either tke propelier or :the-guide bar:on.the heok.
. e4If the COﬂQlt*Oﬂ“ noted in (a, and {b) are bcerveﬂ no troubls shouldibe -

) encounterea by.any pilot of averas se experience in making” cuch contact #ith an alraFf
ship, though it would be of some adva: tage 0 the p ; l tu if they were acqualntod _
with the report of lr, Lawrence Sneriy ox the sreliminary teet , both.on the ground-
and 1n tne aLr as COﬂdunte by hime" .- : o o o LT

o o e o G B . B
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\ ‘The follomlng is a brlef cnrono]ogj of evcets leadlnq up to»the\test abdﬁe 3
desdribed. - . S : JE

‘The PTO?OQ1D10n of hooklnc an oiy 31ane to an air ship wa° congldered by uh@ Army
Air Service as far back as 192%, It rae a pet scheme of Mr.Lawrence Sperry, the
noted 1nventor aad %ulldcr of -the Sperry Messenger, who was drowned while attempting
to cross the Eaglish channel last. year, So. far as available records.show, the mautor
wag- fir rst discussed - with Mr. . Sperry. on Sep+ember 28, 1921, during a conference. at -
ROlLlnb Field, participated in by geveral Air SGTTlCG 01f1cers, 1nclud1n5 the. late
Lieut, RoHert 8. Olmstead, and Mr. Stone of the Navy.- . .
Lieut, Olmstead, in rraort1n> .01 the- feasibilic?'o?‘t e prOJect ctated that

the. Sperry Messenger-plane Tas-oenullarly well adapied for' carrying  on-the exoerlmenu,
pr1n01oally due to the fact that. the motor-starts very easily; is .extremely- ‘reliable

in this fespect, and 1+ is DOSSlble to gtart it under all oenulflonc of- temperature.
In enumerating the tactical uses of an rirplane such as the I engerlln.conjunctlon
with the operation of airships, Lieut, Olmstead stated that-in coast'netrOI'Wbrk‘
an alr°hlo one;athr at 200 m;les of f the coast,could release’ planes of this-type

to carry meosaces baC*_uO bases aghore; .that such planes micht .be released for pur<
poses af’ 145)@’114' lelou‘ sugplcious looking craft, visible te the:eccupants of the
airship te deLe- ae txev were frlendl craft or otherwige,; for it would be
impossil ble to send -pﬂ:uzlic1eqtly close t0 suspidious looking craft to make
sure of thEIf charac shout exposing it +o-anti-aireraft fire and possible
dBSbTUCthn' t“e*'in Cd;;f]nb¢bﬂ ~ith land:operations.of lar‘er eirshins such planes
would be' vely, elul_i“ arraisin for standines at plebS'Whére'thCT were no person-
nel tfaiééd in the ma 41ou7auloq of airsi hips, for the pilot ‘of the plane could Land
and take cna;ge of lkndla the airship or, in-dase landing was not’ pOSSlDLL, he could
return to the airship explaln the thuatlon to its ‘commander, and arraagementsi

el T,
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could be made t¢ land in another location; that in actual warfare it would ba N
practicable to utilize these planes to act as scouts for the alrchlps und glJe Limg -~

- 1y warning of the approach ¢f enemy planes or airships.

On July 17, 1922, at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md., an uneypected meeflpc

- took place between the Airship C=2 and the Sperry Messenger. Lieut. Max F. Moyer,

A,8,, was cruising about over the Chesapeake Bay on a test flight when Mr. Sperry

in his Messenger came alongside the C-2 and signalled that he would like to conduct
some tests. Lieut. Moyer readily understood his signals, inasmuch as he had talked
over.the. proposition with Mr, Sperry somé months previously. The airship was held

on a straight course at an altitude of 1200 feet and Mr, Sperry then came up under
the car of the airship, eut the speed of the- Messenger to that of the -2 and
gradually gained altitude, After a wvery.few minutes of practice he was able to bring
his plane to within 8 or.10.feet .0f the bottom of the car and to hold his altitude,
course and speed without varying his p091t10n in relation +to the airship in the least
degree, .

The aumospherlc conditions under which the experiment was conducted were those

usually found in a clear day over a large body of water. To demonstrate the ma-=

. neuverability of the Messenger, ¥r. Sperry pulled up opposite the C-2.and holding a
constant speed and course gained or lost altitude or held his altitude at will,

At Langley Field, Va., on September 18, 1923, ah attemut was made to make con-
tact between aa airplane aand an airship mh*ch was not a complete success, for the
reason that the Sperry Messenger was unable to reduce its speed sufficiently to. ncld
the contact - and the airship, Type D, was able to attain only a speed of 47 miles an
hour, due to faulty motors. Lieut. R X, Stoner piloted the Sperry while Major ‘
J.HeJouett and Lieut, J.A.Smith mere the pilots of the airship and Lieut. F W.Evans
the observer. The test was conducted at 2,000 feet altitude.

As a Prellmlnary test, the plane app rOachod the trapeze and. pasced it with the
,contact stick within-about four inches of the trapeze bar. On the second test the

stick made contact with the bar but,due to the difference of 17 miles between the
speed of the airplane and the’ alrshlp, the shock absorber cord holding the stick in
an upright position was broken nhen the contact was made, allowing it to fall toa .
horizontal poeition, : |

- New motors were instelled in the alrshlp, and on September 24th & second test:
was made, Lieut. Stoner again piloting the.Sperry and Lieut. Smith the airship, with
Lieut, Evans as- observer., - At an altitude of 2,000 feet the air speed:of the airplane
was 60 miles per hour and that of the airship 57 miles per hour. The trapeze was
first. approached by the plane at the level of the bar and while contact was made it
was not maintained for more than three or four seconds. On thegggcond attempt the
plane approachéd the trapeze until within about 200 feet of it/a level of about 30
below it when the plane started to climb, This proved to be highly successful, as
the stick was Brought into contact with the bar and held there for about one mlnute.
While this contact was being maintaiaed the pilot of the plane experimented in
sliding the stick up and down the bar in order to ascertain the feasibility of
“actually attachlng theplane to the ship.. No difficulty was experienced, in this,

During the Pulitzér Races at Dayton, Ohio,. on October 3, 1924, another experiment

was tried out which was somewhat different from those" prev1ously conducted. This
time the airship téok off with the airplane attached to it and at a certain altitude
the pilot of the plane started his motor, unhooked the plane from the airship and
went on his way., This is probably the flrst 1ﬂﬂiaq"e on record in aviation that an
airplane actually took off from the air, ' :

The airplane was piloted by Lieut. C.V.Fiater, and tne crew of the airship
consisted of Captain E.W,Hill, directional pilet; Lleut ‘F.MdcKes, altitude pilot;
one engineer and one rigger. . The sirship was trimmed horizoatal uﬂd 150 gallons
-of gasoline were carried,

The attaching device or trapeze bar, extending about nine feot below the car
. and.secured to the bomb racks, was attached while the ship was }n the mast. Brace
wires were assembled and properly adjusted and then the forward ones were released in
order that the trapeze might be svang up.close to the car and not be injured as the
ship was being taken out of the moorlng mast and maneuvered to the flying field,

After maneuvering the ship to the flylng field it was weighed of{ about 1200
* pounds light, motors warmed up, trapeze:bar dropped into position and secured. The
plane.was then manéuvered alongside thé car and the airship allowed to rise until
clear of theplane and then placed in positiorn over the plane. Quite a bit of
difficulty was experienced in this méneuver owing to the fact that it was almost
impossible to keep the airship under control and avoid injuring the plane when the
airship was forced down due to gusts and eddies., The airship car being so high chere
was no way of holding it up off the plane. _'~Some ¢light damage was done to one wing
of the plane, but this d1d not af*@ct its operation in any way.
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As soon as the plane was hooked on the order was given to let go and the airshi
free ballooned about 15 or 20 feet before the motors were opened ups No dlfflculty
" was experienced from then on, An altitude of about 150 feet was maintained for
approximately the full length of Wilbur, right. Field and then a c]lmblng turn was .
made until an altitude of 1500 feet was reached. The. airship was then'} headed. direct-
ly into the wind and the moters opened: full. ‘cnrotulea The pilot of the alrshlp hdd
requested Lieut. Finter. to swing off either-to the right. or left immediately after
releasing from. the ship in order that, if-necessary,.he could nose the ship dom at
a steep angle with no possibility. of strlklxg or interfering with:him in any way. -

There was no prearranged sisal, for letting go other thaa for u;tut. McKee to
signal Licut, Finter when an altitude of 1500 feet was reached.  This was done and -
shortly afterwards Lieut. Tinter. releaced the plane, a faet which the airship pllot
did not realize until he had locked over the 31dp and saw the airplane about a
hundred feet below and to the left. It was a matter of at least a minute veforé he’ «
felt the static effect of the losc of the plane. This was not partlcularly ‘great :,
owing to the fact that the motors were wide open. - The airship did not gain altitude
or become unmanageable in any way.- At no time either while carrying the plane or .
after. its release was any difficulty experienced in handling the airship. Lleut,.
Finter stated that he at all times had perfect dynamic control of his ship and could
slide it either to the right or left on the bar by a slight movement of the ‘rudder
and could use his elevators in elevating or depressing the nose of his plane,

The airship pilot. expressed his JPllef that attaching the plane in the air would
be a great deal more simple, with less possibility of injury to either personnel or
aircraft that by taklng off from the ground about 500 or-600 pounds light. it vwould
be comparatively easy to. plck thc plane up except on a, very bumpy day.

’X")\ *7%\.7_..\..)? 33 L._\L_)é‘\:_*
KELLY FIELD STAGLS AERIAL REVIEW

An aerial review and flylng demonetratlon was recently held at Kelly Field, San
Antonio, Texas, for the Corps Area Officer, Col. C.C.Culver, and a number of hlgher
officers on duLy ~ith the Organized Reserves, Thé demonstration- -included bomb’ '
dropping by Martin Bombers; picking up of messages from the ground by an- obeervathn
plane; DeHaviland attack formatloas and pursuit formations all by the School Group,
flrlng at silhouette targets with forward guns by the Attack Group; and a parachute |
jump. It is interesting to note that the Attack unit firing 1286 rounds made 373 |

hits on 122 stending silhouettes. This demonctrdtlon seemed to be of great iaterest |
to the Infantry officers who M1oqesoea it, '

' ‘***%%%%énrk*%wr - 4

CROSS, COUNTRV FLYIVG AT KELLY FIELD
> The good Weather in January made posalb?e an unuswal qumber of ¢rosg- country
trips, and most of the tovms o0f any size within the 500-mile radius were visited .

frequently, .such as El1 Paso, Dallas,” Fort Worth, Houston, Galveston Corpus Chrlstl,
Brownsville, Laredo and Eagle'Pass; - E

© HERR RS '3(—)(’)(—5('7"\‘* '
AIR SERVICE PERSONNEL IN WASHINGTCN, D.C.

Major General Mason M. Patrick, Chief of Air Service, made two brief trips to.
New York City during February. On hlg first trip February 1lth, he dellvered a
lecture before the American Institute of Flectrlcal Engineers, whlle on his second
trip on-the 18th he spoke before the National ,(Industrial: Conference Board.

General Wm, NltCﬂell A551stant Chief of Air Service, was a Visitor in Boston
during the early part 01 February and delivered a.lecture before the Beacon Society. . .

Majors Ira A, Rader, D.R, Netherwood, S5,W.Fitzgerald and Lieut, C.W,Steinmetz
are noy taking the course ut the Industrlal War Plans College.

Major H.H.Arnola was assigned. as -Chief of the Information Division on February
2nd upon completion of hig course.at the Industrial War- Plans College, while Capt.
Thomas J.. Hanley, . Jr., who also completed this course, was assigned. to duty in the
Office of the Assistant %ecretary ‘of War,

Lieut, Ames S. Albro returned to his desk 1n the Industrlal War Plans D1v1 ion,
after two months'-leave in Texas. -

Lieut. L.L.Koontz, on duty in' the Training and War Plans DlqulOA, was trans=-
ferred to McCook Fleld Dayton Chio, for auty“
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Lleut J.C.Cluck was relieved from duuy in the >unnly D1v1alon, and upon: <+ . ¥,
completlon of leavs of absence he is now takiag, w1L 3*0ceea to Brooks Fleld San-
Antonio, Texas, for heavier-than-air trainvﬂg. .o

.Captain R.E. O'Nel]l was relieved: from duty in the Training and Wa"‘P]ane ot
D1v1510n, and transferred to the In dustrlal War -Plang Divicion, replacing Capbe . 3
D.B.Howard who, upon expiration of lEdJD of absence granted him, will, proceed to =
Brooks Field, Texas, for heavier-thai-air: training.

Officers who v15¢ted Langley Field during the morth Nere Lleut -Col Ira F.
Fravel, Major James A. Mars and Capht. D.B. Howard, .

.. The fcllowing officers reported in during the month for: temnorary duty: * Majors
T.D.Milling, Carl Spatz, C.W.Howard, H. A, St;ausa, Captain F.0.D.Hunter, Lieutde . oo
C+B,Austin and Wm, J.,Hanlon, . '

. Major H.H.Richards paid a visit of several -days to Fairfield Air Intermedl%fv
Depot. Shortly after his return he became ill and was taken to the hospital, “For
while the Major was very sick but latect reports indicate an improvement. Ll*uC.
Col. Ira F. Fravel ‘i al'so -a patient at the hOQpltal. , » : ~.

* Lieut. M.S. Lawton reuurned on February 15th.{rom leave of absence in SOuth ..
Carollna. . o TR . _ S ‘ -
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FLY NG'TIME Oﬁ TﬂE 2ND BOMRARDMWNi GROUP"

-~

" The totwl flylng time for January for the: offlcerﬁ of the 2nd Bombardmenu Head-
quart9r° ‘at Langley Field{ 'Va., was 32 hours and 35 minutes..  The total- flying time
for all officers of the ~nd Bombardment- Group for that month wasg 329 hours aﬁd 10

minutes. s

.-.,
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o ”Al A VARWIW bOTBVR OPLPA“E UN bIIiS?
- L. >

A newq item from‘uang“ey Tield -Va., is to. tne effect th at Lieut, Hurf¢'j'3rady;
dccOmpanled by Staff ocrgednt Ervin: Ritenour; recently started on a cross-~ country
trip to Selfridge PlOl& it. Clemens, Mich., in a Martin Bomber, for the purpose of
testing a plane of th s’ type on skiis. -°A report on this experiméent will be made
later in the NEWS LETTER. . - s . S o L
P HHHHHHHHHKRR L . R
TESTS ON THE STEREOSCOPIC ALTIMETER
The 50th Observation Squadren at ungley ‘Pield coonerated with Fort Morroe and
‘the U.S.Navy during the early pa.t of February in connection with testing the
Stereoscopic Altimeter. Four missions were flown while the Coast’ Artillery Board
-was testlng the. instrument. Iisut. Ferguson flew one hour at 15,000 feet, but the
Board failed to locaté him. - On another mission, which required f71gnts fo" 15
‘minutes- at 12,000 feet, 10;00C feet, 8,000 feet. and 6 ,000 feet the altimeter picked
up the. plane per*octly._ Tloﬂ the recont reports..of* tne Board it appears that they:
are very much pleased with the results and the .cooperation obtained: from the 50th
Squadron, : -t

***%%*—X—%%-)‘*%% X-X—X /%*-X

_ ) ACTIVITIES AT LUKE FIELD TERRITORY OF HAWAII
To 1n1tlate a new landing fleld prov*dgd b; an Pnterprlslag sugar milling
company ‘in-the North. Kohaléa: Dlstrlct .Island of Hawaii, three Martin Bombers toox

off from huke Field‘at 8:00:a.m., bea;lnc the entire COﬂSl?nmﬁnu of a Honolulu .:

. mornlng paper to its subacrloérs in'that Dlatrlct. Por the first time in.the memory

cof the cmtlzens o* Kohala the read a ‘Honolulu mornlng paper -on the mornlng of its-
1ssue. . : S T I L - : s :
SR o ~~%a%x*%%**~*ﬁ**%&%** ‘ . L .

[T

_ Flve airplanés made a pioneer irlp to:the. laSu igland of. the Hawaiian' Group
to be Ianded upon by plane - Yanoonme, the s al‘es+ of the major islands of the .
Group. THough but. six miles widerand less-then nine miles long; it offered the
aviators a wonderful landing field of hard volcanic as h, lOOO feet.long and 2500

 feet wide.. -Two hundredioffifial.photographs were made of the island, its landing

field, and the arrivel end departure of the planes " By an odd freak. of circomstanc
a soaklng deluge opened up Juat as the avietors. touched wheels to land ¢nd quit
dbruptly‘ag they departed,. ahoolawe is an drld spot.' The fliers had to lignt: av
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cout this six-cylinder engine, the eignt-cylinder one is much prefprred T

huge fire and dry out their flying garments bn»ore they could start on the return
trip., By effecting a landing on Xahoolawe, the lagt link in the chain of iater-

“island airways is forged, and either military or commercial aviatorg have charts an

precedents to go by.

.

%%k%*%%*%J%f“
Captain Rlﬂhard J. Kirkpatrick, Air Service, conmanding the 72nd Bombdrdment
Squadron, recently hung up a record in a flight with 1st Lieut. Alfred T, hegenoorpe
Air Service,-tactical officer for the 5ih Composite Group. Zach officer ‘piloted
lartin Bowber, and they traveled the diestance -of approximately 60 miles from the
Island of Molokai to/Luka Field :in 28 minutes.

. : FHHARHINHIIHH
Durlnv the uralnlng year 1924, Luke Tield ships flew a total of 579 flying:

hours, or oa,lLO miles, on crob¢~country inter-island ”Ylﬂhtﬂ' carrying a total of
644 officers and men. - oot - S '

. . T T R ARREAORNN KRN
A MODEST HERO 7

. Lee Hurphy, Air-Service Reserwve Corps, who-gojourned in:the
g last sumrer when he was ordered to active duty, sent the
NEWS LETTER a recent issue:of ‘THE KENTUCKY VETERAN, the official publication of
the Department of Kentdcky, Veterans of Forelpq Uars, and of which publlcatlon he ig
the editor and publisher, Kentucxy takes pride, and -rightly so, acéording to the
Veteran, in the fact that two of its citizens, Jergeant Samuel ﬂoodflll and Sergeant
Willie Sandlin, were the outstanding heroes in-ihe-World War, Woodfill- and Sandlin’
were honored for bravery abcve and beyond the call of duty ou the battlefields of
France. Woodfill enjoys the distinetion of béiﬂg'de:1g ated by General Pershing as
the foremost hero of the Worlad War, ‘ o
Speaking of Sandlin, the VETERAN claims that durlng the World War, single-

Captain- Roberi &
k

" handed, in one day, he killed &4 Germans and captured six.machine guns. When hé

returned from France, he was so modest that he placed his decorations in his pocket
and headed straight for his beloved home near Hell for Sartin Creek in the, mountains
far from any railroad,:where he now lives with his‘wife and two . children,' Willie,
it is stated, chews long twist Burley and takes his whiskey straight.

KRR AR A

CHANGIMG NOTORS IN MID AIR L Coe

Accordlng to the Luke Fleld FISH PAuF some very int erestlnc stnnts have been
pu%led in the past, cuch as cbanglno from one plane to aﬂot;er gassing ships while
in {fiight,; and bringing ships in with coffee in the, radlﬁtor but to L¢Put ‘Roberson
of ithe 6th Pursuit Squadron, Luke Field, gees the greatest d:stlnctlon ever attained
in aeronautlcs. The Lieutenant says, now that it is all over, everythlng seems jusl
as clear as mud. Langléy, Curtiss and the Wright Brothers were all wrong. The
Lieutenant claims that anyone can ponvurt a Wright eight~cylinder engine into a
six~cylinder motor in mid a2ir, and to prove his theory aad to demonstrdte the ease
with which it can be accomplished, he le”+ on an Aloha Mission recently, flying an
MB3A with an H-3 eight-cylinder Wright motor, aud returned to the field minug two
comnecting rods, a couple of pistons, and.an empty oil tank. The only difference
noticeable between the two motors, states the Lieuteaant, is a slight wvibration -~
resembling a Japanese earthquake. Lieutenant Roberson says that after kav1nu tried

.

s RAFEARRAARH t -0

DOGS AS AIR_PAo ENGE RS,/// )
MWilbur erghw Fleid _eWrites our Correspondent, “has achibved fame in.many
ways, and the latest gseems to be in.carrying dogs as naasencer 5n air-planes."
Lasgt- December Captain Adward Laughlin came to the fle]d from San Antonio,. bILHglng
as passengers Lieut. robevaOn and a large Alrdale the latter traveling in a. box
which had been. prepared for him. Just recently Llcuvm;J.AoMcDuffle of Mltrh\l .
Field, arrived at Wilbur‘mrigkt bringing. with him a tiny crate lined with woclen
blankets and inside the ] “ttcr was a small Mexican. dog which appeerzd to be only
about one or two months old. % Was necessary to p‘ovwda warm milk ior this pUp at:’
frequent intervals., Sz rnral of the soldiers at W:lbur "right Fiecld made a little .
parachute for him, and the pup seemed to appreciate their =zfforts, This particular,
pup travoled in three different airplanes on his trip from Texas to Lang]ny Wield.
-7~ S V-5377, A.S.




t Lengley Tield, but

Qur correspondent has not yet heard of hise gafe arrival a
npresumes all is #ell, . '
HHAHFF AR

ELLINGTON FIELD COVES TC LIFE AGAIN

CPut oaly for a hrief spaéé of +two weeks. The old aviation field of war time
days vhich stirred up douston, Texas, as it wag never stirred up before, became
forelorn and deserted afier the First Pursuit Group folded up their tents and

whisked themselves off to Selfridge Field. Those in charge of the Advanced Flying
Sehool b Kelly Field, Texas, docided that Ellingbon Field would be a good place %o

go to for aerial gunnery vractice, so the school was virtually moved +o Fllington

for the last two weeks in January, both instructorss and students, the latter about
forty in number. : ' : ) ;

The expedition included 142 persons in all, about 40 DeHaviland planes and five
motor vehicles. In addition to that, a freight service of Martin Bombers was operaie
operated by the 40th School Squadron, which carried to Ellington from Kelly Field
most of the property, supplies and rations used during the two weeks. The weather
was unusually good and only one day was lost on account of conditions unfavotable for
flying. Some 70,000 rounds were .fired at ground targets, shadow targets, and tow
targets. ' ' : ; - ) : v .

" On Sunday, January 25th, members of the expeditionm, augmented by pilots from
Kelly Field in pursuit -and Sperry Messenger planes, gave a-flying demonstration which
was witnessed by about 5,000 Houstonians. This expedition was the largest aggre-
gation of Air Service troops that has been at Ellihgtom since it was closeq, and &
gfeat many old friends of the Air Service in Houston turned out to see the show,

SEHHAH KR HH KA
CHANGES' IN PERSONNEL AT KELLY FIBELD

4 recent announcemont states that Kelly Field has suffered the 1083 of a number
1

of 6fficers since the last issue of the NEWS LEPTER, - some by transfer and some by
marriage, 'tis learned, however, that the ‘loss by marriage was only a temporary one,

1ot Lieub. Lotha A. Smith having gone on leave to Little Rock, .Ark., where he married
Wiss lMarian Esther Siliman and later returned to Xelly Field with his new "ecommanding
officer" after a short houeymoon. v '

Liesut. Dale V. Gaffney, uantil recently Fost Adjutant, sailed for his new station
.in the Panama Canal Zone« Lieut. John K. Cannon, Gfficer in Charge of Flying of the
Advanced Flying School, left for duty im Hawaii. Major S.W.Fitzgerald departed for
duty in Washidgton, D.C., where he is taking the Industrigl War Plans Course.
The incoming officers are Major R.M.Jones, lst Lieuts. M.E.McHugo and G.G.
Lundberg, all of whom were transferred from Brooks Field to take specialized training
in Observation. First Lieut. T.W.Blackburn reported from Selfridge Field and was

. assigned to the Pursuit Department of the Advanced Flying School. :
: HRAHHKHARRIHHFHAHARKAR
' S S %
AVIATION ACTIVITIES IN BOSTOM S ' %

The Boston "Transcript", a newspaper which is a very enthusiastic supporter cf
aviation, is running a column or iwo every week devoted to Alr Service activities at
the Boston Airport, which is under the cormend of ist Lieut. Robert J. Brown, Jr.
Lieut. Aaron E.Jones, A.S., is on duty in Boston with the National Guard as an
instructor. Both of these officers prior to their detail at Boston were on duty in
the Office Chief of Air Service in Washington. . , >
On duty at the Airport are two civilians in motor repair and transport and nine
“enlisted men of the Regular Army. The Flight Surgeon is Captain Lyle “hite, M.C.,
- with Sgt. Edwin Facey as assistant. According to the latest reports there are 12
_airplanes at the Airport which are ian flying condition, two DH's and 5 JN's belonging
0 the Regular Army, 4 JN's belonging to the National Guard, and a small airplane
(V0=1) Vought) belonging to the U.5.5. WARBLEHEAD., There are algo two cormmercial
planes at the Airport which are allowed free storage through the courtesy of the
government. , ‘ a ’ ‘

Up to the middle of February, says the Transerint, thers had been virtually no
flying at the Airport, due to its poor condition, there being too much snow for
wheels and too many bare spots to allow the use of skids on the landing gear. During
tthsecond_week in February a total of 37 hours flying time wag credited to the Alr-
port, - : T 8= V=5377, ALS.




~Lieut. Jawmes H. Dooliftle, Air Service, 2 student at the Massachuseits Institute
o of Technolovy,_éonurlbL d 2 hours and 5C minutes of this timeé when he flew to
Portland, Mo., and return, Captain Al Gilkeson Air-3ervice, on duty as instruct
at the M.I.T., took up three R,0.,7.C, bﬁudcnuh-lor'flights and spent 105 minutes
‘There are from 30 to 40 reserve officers around Boston who are eligiblé to
hop off with a chip from the Bostun uirdrouc. :

. . FRAHHEHHIH R
 COLONEL HARTNEY ON EOG LYING /
We <woke pleasure in quoting the following letter addressed 10 us by Liéut“-
Colonel Harald E.Hartney, Air Service Reserve Corps--‘ :

s - "May I take this opportuaity of calling the attention of your readers most
foreibly to the expe®ience of Lmavt Peterson in fog flying as described in your
_issue of February 14th, : _ :

L believe the NEWS LETTER will have served its purpose for all time if it can
imprese upon the minds of our pilots the dongers exuerlenced by Lieut. Peterson in
that fllP‘ﬂ‘t. .

During the T“aluc01 inental Race I th exactly the same ewperloace over
Clarke, Nebraske, and it was only luck which made possible my. landing safely fairl:
loaded with ice. I have tried to impress upon'people the hazard of such flying bu

J ) strange az it may sesm, it docs not seem o register, I am glad to say that the
solution is now here nnd I sfrongly urge pilots to awoid Peterson's terrible. expe=
rience until they can Ply ag indicated below. -

Fog flying must be accomplighed by instrument tl/Jnv a0t by the visual or
"feel" much as we all love the old *;mg rethod, Imstruments are now here to permit
4 of this but pilots .(as for example on the air mail) will not, and cannot be
expected to use them on single motored planes, for no one will chance the risk of
8 blind forced laanding in a_ng or a descent from high altitude blindly into a
¢loud bank, )

This explains my entnu51asm over the discovery of a tw1n motored plane which
will fly and climb bn one motor and for the faét that I have recommended to my
company .the purchase of five for the' first "7oetqn~1w'n cities Airline".

Now it will be possible to Lly in the third dimension in the most favorab]e ai -
strata irrespective of weather and to Jdetermine by radio as one nears his desti~
nation just what the ceiling is and precisely when he is "atop" the field, If fog
L obscures his terminal, the transport pilot, having come at least six hundred miles
will not be 1nconvenlenced greatly by going twenty or thirty miles inland or away
to some ‘drome where a ceiling prevails, In the plents for our proposed line we
plan on having a double gas capacity so that if necesssry we may return even to. the
home station, The "Aquitania" was delayed twenty-four hours and docked yesterday
afternoon one whole day late because of fog, Surely there will be no objection in
the very few delays of commercial air trangportation encountersd becduse of such
conditions :

I Would suggest that “l'OuS broadcast through your medium all‘of_ these problex~
but send along with it their suggested solution."

x%*%*%%%%%**% N

WORLD FLYERS FOPULAR AS LECTURERS

[

3 Since the completion of Hthe around-the-world flight many® letters and telegrams
were received by the Chief of Air Servics from Jha mberu of Commerce, civil clubs
and other organizations throughout Lhe country requesting that the world flyers
appear in their regpecifive con ies for the purpose of delivering lectures. Thi
‘of itself is indicative of the tremendous amount of interest which has been arcusec
in aviation as a result of the successful termination of the world flight.

Due to the fact that both Captain Lowell H, Smith and Lisut, Krik H.Nelson
availed themselves of an -extended leave of absence, the job of itinerant lecturers
fell to the lot of Lieuts. Leigh Wade and Leslie P. Arnold. The lectures deliverec
by these two officers were warmly received by their audiences. On one occasion the-
spoke in the af+ern0un to the prisoners of the Xastern State Penitentiary in
Philadelphia, and a letter recelved from Mr. W, Curtié Bok, an attorney of that
city, stated:

"I find it difficult to tell you what a great pleasure it was to have these
men, or how enthusiastically they were received by the inmates,"

Another letter received from Mr,Franklin D'Olier with reference to a lecture
delivered in-the City of Brotherly Love during the evehing of the same day before
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1 it "there was an audience of akout 1800 people, ani
I have never seen any audien sten with more imterest than Lieuts. Wade and
Arnold were listened to last unight. They were most casual in their refercences to
their hardships and the entire auvdie ence showed by the expression on their fuces:
sympathy with and great interest in both speakers. The &ir Service is unquestion-
ebly doing a great thing in arousing iaterest im flying. I can think of no better
way of doing it, and I hops you keep uv this good work throughout the entire country

On the 3lst of Janvary members of the Michigan Branch of the Military Order of
Foreign Wars assembled at ¢ Rapids from all parts of Michigan in their annuul
codvention heard at their wt at the Hotel Pantlind first hand inf ormatlon re-
garding the world tour as related by Lieuts. Wade and Arnold.. '

On his vielt to Roston during the iirst week in February Lieut., Wede, during
the course of a dimmer at the Algonguin club, delivered an illustrated lecture, and
on the following night spoke at the Harvard Uﬂloa at 8 o'eclock and later on in the
evening gave short talks before the Cr gscup=Pishon Post &t the Brae-Burn Country
Clut in West Newbon and at the Charlestown Navy Yard.. : '

While in Hississipoi for a hor+ vieit to rg lamlvz at Woodville, Lieut. Henry
H, Ogden was the guest of honor at a meeting of the Rotary Club.aand alsc at the
American Association of Army Officers. He also spoke at Netchez, Miss, under the
auspices of tho Woman'e Club a2nd the Herbert J, Remondet Post Ao. 4, American Legion,
and narrated his personul story of the epochal world "1gh According to the
newspaper report, "the ﬂnTPc tive wag like the magic carpet of 3Bagdad that wafted the
hearerg over seas and mountains and frozen wastee,  Many interesting incidents re-
garding stops at Caqutba, ConstamtiﬁoplQ; Paris,. London, Iceland, Creenland and
Hova Hcotia were given."

the Philadelphia Forum, sta

S}F IALIZED WRAIQLNG AT ADYANCI D FLYTHNG SCHOOL,

Specialized training in r brancheg of aviation has commenced in ‘the
Advanced Flyiag School at Kelly Fi el , Texas. The allotment of students is as
followa: To Attack, S Cadets; to Eonoafdment, 4 officers aad 6 cadets; to Obser-
vation, 4 officers and § cadets, wnd to Pursuit, 4 officers and 4 cadets. In ad-
ditica to the azbove there are 12 officers who are not pilots taking the special
course in Observation, ' ' )

-
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TARGET TESTS AT LANGLEY FLELD, VA.
Lieut. Wm, J. McKiernan, Jr., cerried n thres Target Glider, Wodel G-l, tosts
at Langley Field snd fizally achieved - ss on the last one. The fliight on
. February 8th lasted aonrox1m1uu11 two wlnut es from & release at 2400 feet. The re-~

lease on the following day at 2,000 feet resulted in a flat spin into the ground
equiring 60 seconds. Afier making minor adjustments, another releasc was made at
400 feet, and the glider landed 1l minutes and 20 seconds later, The last test was
for the purpose.of permitting an SE~D to fire Gpon the target, Due tc the Marlin
guns jamming, Major Naiden was able to fire only four shots, but =ith no effect on.
the Glider. The released Glider floated for aporoximately 200 yerds, turned to the
right describing flat glides of approximately one mile in diameter. The Target
Glider flew oteady at all times dvrin~ its flight and though the Marlin guns on the
- 8E~5 jammed, Majcr Waiden continusd maneuvering {or position and combatting the
Glider until it was within zuO.IeEU of the ground. The entire population of Langley
Field and the N,A,C,A, Laboratories turned out to witness this relase and were well
,revarded in beholding a motorless flight. The student class of the Air Service
Tactical School acted as witnesses and may have come interesting data to spring on
their instructors on the Theory of Flight. Lieut. "”Jwy" COlllﬂa, Master Sgt.Worthe:
and our officious Uperatione Clerk, Pvt. Conover, says our borrompcndcﬂ+ pcrchad
themselves upon the upmost part of our UbSL”VdulOH tower and lost their 20/90 eye-
“sight watching the Gllaer slowly descending t0 a landing near the hoathouse. The
Flight Surgeon will give them.a 609 in the near future. Technical Sergeant Hayes,
who accompanied Lieut. McXiernan during the release, and who was the "Master of
pulling the release cable", clocked off the time of 11 minutes and 20 seconds for the
flight which cnocaod with tae woary eyed observers on the tower, The previous. krown
record for +n* est is 3 minutes from a release at 6,500 feet by Selfridge Field In
1924, while La 1ev'ﬂ record is 1l .minutes and 20 seconds at 3,400 feet.
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NOTE: A later rewort just received from Langley Field advises us that the above
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During the middie of February
during the course of which he- released the

record has been thrown into dischrd,. Lleut " McKiernar
conducted another Targer Slider test,
Giider from 6500 feet. After 18 minutes and 35 seconds of flying the Glider landed
in -the Ghesapeake Bay about,three miles from shore. It was recovered and- found -

unharmed, . . o
) o FHAHHRH ISR AK '
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THE HIFH SMOKE S”AuK AL LAQCLt[ PIML
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In the ldet issue of the NEWS LETTER mention was made of the fact tha* a smoke
“stack aoprox1m uely &0 neet nlgh had just-been, erected at the Post, Machiné  Shop at
Langley Field, Va. It appears that this stack is suf? ficiently removed from the
“line of fllgq+ ‘of*airplanes, either ‘on the take-off or upon landing at Langley Field
to constitute no menace to the safs operation 01 vieiting aircraft provided ‘existing
orders to DroaerJy lllumlnate this ‘obstacle during the hours. of darkness are carried
out:

. B . 1 (39

*%%%x%***%%% e .
PRODUCTION IN. FATRFIELD REPATR SHOPS . .-t .
Production in 4he Repair Shops at the Falrileld Alr Intermediate: Depot Fair-
field, Ohio, under the‘dlrec ioa of Captain Edward uaughjln Engineer Officer, Was
as follOWS' Airplanes - 4 DHAB, 2 DH4Bb4, "3 DH4BK, 3 DH4BK, 1 DH4N1 ~12 MB3A, :
1'JN3-A2, total 23; Engines - ?? plberty, 13 Curulss b-12, 3 Lawrence L~4, 7 Wr1pht

I, 15 WrLght H-3, totai 6l. .
*x*%x**u%%x o
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i Jo— , “IS'TO’-T‘;’EEPV o L L
C P : C s . .
The Walrfleld Correspondent states thau rerenfly 1t was necés sary tO'réquisitioA
a landlng gear for a (.0, 4 airplane from a distant station, so the following radlo-
gram was dispatched: "°end CO landing gear as per letter of such-ard-such-a-date,
In a few hour the reply came back thru the all - "Havc no COmmandlng Of?lcer land-

ing gearsg,"

— **%xw%%%%** AR . . o
. .- .. S el o~ e
EESIGNATION OF LIEUT. SEIFERT v . .
The Rockwell Tield Corréespondent states that Lieut “rank'W. Selfert Alr'

Service, who hag been on ‘duty at Rockwell nearly his entire time in the Army, has |
r831gned to enter business in San Diego, adding that Frankie.has left a host of .
friends in the service and the entlre pe,sonnel-of Rockwell Field wish him success.
in his new undertaklng. ' . '

Lieut. Seifert figured prom¢nently 1 the .record=~breaking refueling flight
conducted by Capt, Lowell H. Smith and Joha P. Rickter, in August, 1923, he and
Lieut. Virgil Hine piloting the plane which cavllen the fuel supﬁlled to the plane
making the duration flight and which was aé¢complished %y means of a flexible hose
connected to both planes. » . . . ‘ : -

' ' - HREHISHHAHHAN _ . )

v s Lo

ANPHIBIAN PLANE TC LANCLEY FITLD o R
vart of February Lieut. Weadell.H. Brookley from Selfridge .
Field, Nlch., broughu a Loening Am)hlblad clrpldﬂe To Langley Field for inspection.
and ﬁest work. ‘Thiz i the first plane 0f this type to arrive at this- field, and,
it has created quite a lOu of interest. Lieut. Rex K. Stoner, A.S., the Englneering
and Operations Officer of the Air Service Tactical School, was detailed as a member
of the board of ofiwcpre appointed to conduct 1aspect¢on and test flights.at this
stgtion on this new. tyoe‘or nlane,

During the ea%iy

-
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GENERAL MT“CHELL IN TESTIMONY BEFORE

0T OF
" VILTTARY COMMITTEE.

Lef ué

PR Lo ey ’.‘.—
gonsider our, national defenééﬁorganlzatlon as a whole,
T e o . ' :
_ P . . . T "'f o . .
First, we have an Army created by law for,the defense .of the land.| This law is
a good one and adenuate for the creation of a land force. :
. [ . PR /
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Second,” we haye a Navy creatéd b"lav.?o% the cefensé of the 'water areas and
sea lanet of Commuhication, Actuslly; it i composed of o group. 'of heavily armored
shipe, with an entirely+inadequats’ submarine development and with practically no alr
forece component. The one poor little colliér.converted inio an aireraft omrrler
called the Lanpley and the carrying of two or three planes by surface vessels ‘40" not
alter this fact. A Navy is organized to 5o to. SCd and fight there, not to remain
tied to the cossts.. The one aircraft carrier our surface fleet possesses 1s six or
seven knots per hour slower +han tne battleships and, therefore, could not give them
gervice in thclr hour of need,

. ¢ Third, We¢ have no Unlted States air force elther actually under the. colors ora ,
provided fbr by Taw. ﬂhe'fow littis dot chmnnus of the Air Servicé we hdve ‘are
3t%ached as auxiliaries to the Arm> and’ Nuvy. Ho modern war- plane, equlpment ’
reserves, 1ndu try or scheme ‘of development is in operaulon, Our civil and’
commnrc1al aviation ig rudimentory and unfostered, while our aoronauflgal englneers
have sought o%Her employment and ow'**ndu etry has practically died of ¢f1¢vat10n.,”

Our national defeunse, therefore, consists of

(1) %An Army efficient as far as a land force is concerned but practically help-

. less in the air, S )

(2) A Navy of great capital ~h ps almost heélpless in the air and deficient in
' submarines. . . _ . , L S .y
(3) NG Air | 01ce_‘hatbve* : S o o S

Without a dominating Air FoGC armies and navies are merely orgahiée& for-
defeat in-modern war, - + : o '

With-these ‘melancholy but incontrovertible. facts before us 1et us seek the.
cause. KEvidence and warnings have not been lacking. It has bepn present@d by those
competent to speak to the executive depart mpat~ amd to the Congress.

-

The burden of the.advice has been to crea o agency of the Government for the
developmenu of av1a+1o;, co»pquL1 with the &rw« ax 1 the Havy: that is, a Department
cof Aeronautics Without thig voice of the air in our national councils we cannot

develop a modorn eystem of nitional defense as the voice of the land and the water

are no longer the sole de*ermlnlng factors.  No longer can we allow land, water and
air poﬁer'to go'their own way, They shouldrbe coor inatea into one concr9+e ‘whole

and under one department” and one man’ “charged with and responsible for all national’

defense. '

. The facts touched on above cannot be avoided by idle words or mlqleadlng
1nforma110n° they are fundamental Aruths udoerlylng our national security. Tt
behooves the Congress. and the oconle to. ﬂnve°t¢gauo them thoroughly und provide
the solution. :

' At the present tlme “should a gr,“t ﬂa+1onal cmprgﬁncy arise, on acc0unt of our.
faulty system of’ natlonal defense we m;ght well ‘be forced to ally ourselves to one
of . the great.air’ powers to maintain our very existence. Under these circumstances
our position might. well be that ‘of a vassal state to a wiser but. poorer nation,

Y <ilinad ) :

CORRRRIAHAAR

- : NAVAL ATR POLICY S LT

The 8Special Board of 7 Admirals and the Commandant of the Marine Corps, con= "

vened by the Secre+ary of the Navy pursuznt to the request of the Pr951dont that - the
Navy recommend a policy with reference to the upkeep of that service in the matter
of <*Lﬂsn'xam.nes,‘surf‘ace Shlps and alrn)efh, recéntly submitted its report. During
‘“the various 'sessions of the board hearings were frequontly held for the purpose. of
obtaining the views of tne of fficérs of the Army and Navy and of clv111an aeronautlca'
authorities and’experts.t Among other thvngb, the Board recommended that a pro-' )
gressive and adequafe-*uladlqo nro¢ ran'be authoriz ed to insure to the fleet a coms
plete outfit of up-~to-date’ plancs with 30% replacemeﬂts in reserve, as well as’ *bc
necessary training planes, at a total expenditure for the first jcar of $20,000,000;
.dnd that . the COmpiPtJOu of the Aircraft Carriers LEXIQG ON and SARATOGA be expedlted.

.
N
>‘-<

"i?'i%ﬁ%?r';f’fﬁy*
CAANGES 1N STATICN_Q?'AiR SERViCE‘OFFICERS

v First Lieut. Roger S. McCullough, Air Serv1~e, ‘relieved from duty at Kelly
Field, Texas, and directed %o prbceed to. San Wrdnc1 co, Callf,, in time to sail on
the trancporb leaving on or about May 14th for the Hawallan Isldnds, where ne WlLl
be .assigned to- duty wit th'the Air Service. : N
Captain Calvin E. Griffin relieved from fvrther assignment and duty in the
-] R . . 3 : i V=5377, A.S.
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NOTES FROM AIR SERVICE FIELDS

& LITTLE:2TALK TC. OUR AIR SERVICE FIELDS ‘

*~

Phe office messenger of the 0.0.4.5. comes in with the mail, but notes for the
Air Service NEWS LETTER .are few and far between. Time was when the NEWS LETTER
basket was so full of gOOd stuff that it was difficult to find space for it. "Then
days seem to be gone."- And yet, +here appears to be no reason for it. e 5111l han
quite a number of active fields aand a powerful lot of flying is .still going on. In
fact, we saw statistics shOW1np that the Air Scrvice performed more flying last yee:

than in any year since the war., And where there's flying there's always something |

doing = so what's the matter? Writer's Crampsitis or sleeping sicknpss?

. There are those Philivpine stations.: They were*the most regular contributors
of all Air Service fields, Nobt a line:from Camp Nichols or from Kindley or Clark’
fields has coms in for a couple of months, Are the islands quarantined or has the
mail steamer dropped the bag of mail overboard?

Thers's our next door neighbor - Bolling Field. ‘Don't remerber when we last
heard from that Headquarters. There's always something doing at Bolling. Let's hear
from you, neighbor, ‘

. Scott Field, I1l. Yes, friends and politicians, that's a lighter-than-air
station. Believe they have a zchool there. 'Why not valve some llgkter—than-alr
news from your field once in a while?

. Brooks Field, Texas. What's become of the peppery correapondent who used to”
send some lively squibs] If you are still on deck, brother, we ask you t6 "shower
down". What are the Kaydets doing?

Middletown Depot: Here's a big Alr Service activity. Let‘s hear what is doin
varound'your beat. ' '

‘Fraance Field, Canal Zone: We used to get some pretty good stories from the
Zone, and as we havea't heard of any slides down the Culebra Cut impeding the pro~
gress of mail steamers, what's detaining you, brouher?

Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. The major league spring tralnlng schedule
down south might be started by the #ime this reaches you, so we are inclined to
excuse you until the regular season starts, but not after that,

Pope Field, W.C., Isn't there somethlag doin ng in No’th C'lina once ina while,
friend? Drop us a line and 4ell us about it.

Boston Air Port: Our old friend, Lieut. R.J.Brown, of Yale is sojourning in
the City of Culture and, some say, isS try1n~ to make ‘friends with the Harvard Boys.
Let's hear how the Air oerv .ce is getting along in New England, Lieut.

Fort Crook, Neb.: We are iadebted to the Air Officer of the 7th Corps Area
for several interesting contributions to the NEWS LETTER in the past. A contributi
from you now and then, Major, won't make us feel bad at all and, in fact, will be
gratefully received. : : A

McCook Field, Dayton, 0. Ah! 'Here we have a real kick, There's so much goin;
~on et the Engineering Div. and we don't get to hear about it. + hasn't been so
long ago that we received soms Nlﬂxuv interesting articles from McCook, but it seems
the literary business between the NEWS LETTER and MeCook has taken a bad slump.
Let's get together again. o

Reserve Activities! Yes, we want 1o hear also from all our regorye activities,
and don't be baghful about it, brethren, -

And with these few remarks we will subside. We have mentioned only the fields
which haven't toed the mark lately. e hope we haven't missed anybody. If we have,
speak right up; we always aim +tc please ' '

Langley Field, Va., February &th.

20TH BONBARD(LNL SQUADRON:

Lieut. Ross F. Cole, A.u., n duty with the 20th Bombardment Squadron for the
past two years, was ordered to Kelly Field, Texas, for duty. The 20th Squadron
deeply regrets the loszs of thiz very popular officer, a@nd wishes him the very best
of duck at his new station., Tieut. Sutter, A.S., (ORC) has taken over the property
and will be the Squudron Suoply Officer and 2nd Lieut. Welker, A.S., (ORC) took ove:r
Lieut. Cole's duties as 3Sguadron Engineering Officer. ‘

Due to the very inclement weather, little flying was done in the past few week
Advantage was taken of the bad weather, however, to the extent of doing work on the
ships, which was not possible while they are wanted for flying, so that all ships ar
now in excellent condition waiting for the good weather. '

Many new men joined the 20th Squadron in the past few weeks and many of them
promise o mpencaue the Squadron for the leoss of several of its Non Coms who have
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.19th Alrchla Vonhaky

On February 5th the Airship TC-4 flew 1o Washingbon, with Lieut.=Col, I.F.
Travel and Capt. W.0.2utler as pilots. The ship took of f at ,9:30 a.m. but was’
forced to return on account of a broken rudder caused by the crystallizing of fin
brace wire., The rudder was replaced znd the flight was resumed two hours later,
returning in the evening at 7:15 p.m, with Major- Rus% B. Llncoln, Cdpt D ‘B.Howard
and lst Lieut‘ J. Clark ag passengers.

20th Bombardment >quadron

Lieut, G P.Rodgers departed fow Fa1r1¢eld for the purpose of orlnglng back frov
there a DH4B airpliane: . _

The 20th Squadron busketball team is still doing good work and winning many
games. Several members of the team were placed on the post team and they are doing
excellent work, . : - o . g .

Lieut. Rodgers and Sgt. Barker flew to Washington, ferrying three officers on
duty in the Offiice Chief of Air Service. ' |

Inclement wWe ather cut down considerably the flying tlme of the squadroa.

50th Observation Squadrem

The Basketball team came through the crucial series with the 96th wlth victoric:
in two: games by the . slight margin of two pointss This makés ewght straight victorie:
with no defeats and only six more games to play. The fifty-fifty ‘congratulates thei:
worthy opponentq the "Devil’s Cwn', for their splendid playing and sportsmanshlp
and hope that.'in the future their Captaln "Red" Black, will ewing a wicked cane for
victory and-not deféat, The 95th always can be depended on to play their haraeat
against us,. and that mdkes the game 1nterest1ng from all stand points. Better ldck
next year “Comrades in Washing Ships™, Cur hats are off to you for your splendid
spirit and excellent "Comraderle" This is what makes the Air Service the excellent
branch of the Army. ‘ B '

58th Service Sguadron : '

The 58th Service Squadrcn took over tle flight which was’ orlglnally ‘run by
Headquarters at this etation, same consisting of the following planes: 5DH's, 1
00~4"and one Loenihg Yacht, The personnel of this flight consists of lst. Lieut.
Joseph T. Morris, Commending; lst Lieut. John R.Drumm, Engineering Gfficer, and 8
enlisted men. . -

Staff Sgt. Charies J. Bush was trunsferred in grade to the Philippines for a
tour of foreign service, e hute to lose Sgb., Bush but wish him the same success
there that he had hére. Sgt. Busk is replaced here by Staff Sgt. Jack Christianson,
who returns from a tour of foreign service, Sgt. Edison Kirkman of the C A.C., at

~Fort Monroe, was itransferred in ‘grade to this organization., .
59th Service Sguadron o

Lieut. Kauffman returned Wednesday from an 3;TﬁQYD trip, reportlng a nice trlp
with fine weather practically the whole trip.

The last report from lst Sgt. ‘Hixon ~tatee he is’ d01n5 nlcely. We hope he will
soon be with us again.

Sgt. White, Mess Officer, has.been culte busV recently feedlng the prlqonprs
and the Q. M Detannment oes1deo the men of our owvm outfit.

' 96%h_Bombardment Sguadren

Due to poor weather the &gwadron rolled up a total of about 20 hours.w Considf
ering the adverse conditions, we feel that this is 2 very good record. .

Our ship No. 8, which Lieut. Lindeburg gave & bath in-the Back River, 1isat
last back in thé-hangarAawaitingbren&;r

Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot, Coronade, Calif,, Feb, 14, :.. . N

‘Capt. John W, Signer of Cris”v Field was a "l“ltOT at th1° station durlng the
past week., He left on his return tr:r in e newly overhauléd DeHaviland.

TLieut. C.C.Moseley, Air Service Instructor. of Los Angglec National Cuard flew
down this veek for a few’ mlno* rcpalr' to his planu, returnlng tc his poct fhe _same
day. '

Captain Arthur E.Ester rbrook, Instructor of the 4lst Natiodal Guard Division at
Spokane, Washington, arrived at this Depot Thursday accompanied by Lieut. Mamer.
They- left on their reuwrﬂ trip on the 13th in a hewly overhauled DeHaviland,

‘Captain Walter Brnder and Lieut. R.H.Clark, of Fort Bliss, Texas, arrived here
last weéek, turnlng in. tncli pl ne for minor ropaﬂrs. They returned to Fort Bllss on
the 10th.

Wilbur Wright Field, Fairfield, 0., Feb, Tth.

On Januery 21lst the Commanding Gfficer, Major A. W.Roblns, was called to Wash-
ington on account of the serious illness of his mother. He returned to Feirfield in
: : -16- . V-5377, A.S.
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a few days, as his mother was much improved, but again went to Washington on the:
31st. This field soon thereafter received the sad news that his mother had died,
and the sympathy of the entire post ‘gees to Major Robins at this time. Hig mother
was & member of an old Virginia family and was partleularly notsd for Her lluerary
accomplishments, belng the author of geveral volumes of fiction arid of meny pOem@-
and short stories, Durlng Major Robing! absence Major CGeorge H.'Brett acted 2
Commanding Officer o- the poot in addltlon to belag in vharge of the Flcld Serv1ce
Section, * '

Lieut. E.P, Galnes and Sqt. Helnye recently completedroeveral photographln
missions in this v101n1ty¢ . ¥

On JanGary 23rd Lieut. H,H.Mills and Lieut. S.G.Frierson returned from Selfridge
Fleld by air._ They flew to Chicago on February 6th.

Lieut. C.A.Cover left on the night of February 4th for Selfridge Field,’ ahd on
the following day Major H,H.C.Richards and Lieut. G.V.McPike proceeded to Selfrldge
Field by air for the purpose of obsérving the winter maneuvers of-the ‘Pursuit ! Group
at that station.

On- February 3rd Major H. H CeRichards frOm the Offl”e Chief of Air Service

rarrived, with® the expectatlon of remaining for several weeks in consultatlon with

the personnel of the Fleld Serv1ce Section in regard to all phases of Air Serrlce
gupply work._

Biges Field, Fort Bli'ss “Texas, Februgry: 6th - 13th,

‘Lieut. Smith led the flying time “of the 2nd Division Air Service for January
with 34 hoéurs and 40 minutes, Lieut. O'Coanell being second with 31 hours. ‘

" Cross=country flights durlng the abové period were as follows: Lleut. -
Weddington and’ Pvt. Donnelly to Fort Stockton, Texas, and return on Feb, 3rd to = '~
investigate circumstances incident to the death by train accident of Pvt., Schwartz,
Hqrs. and M.P. Company, Hawaii., Lieut. Weddington and Sgt, Pierce to the San
Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Texas, on Feb., 11th, ferrying a new DH4B plane to
this station the following day: Lieut. Clark and Capt, Bender to Rockwell Field,
Coronado, Calif., February 5th, returiing February 10th; Sgt. Pierce to Tucaon,’
Ariz., thence to Kélly Field Teb. 2nd, taking Cadet Noe to that station and
returning the’ following day; Lieut. morrlc to Kelly Fleld on Feb, Tth for duty with
organized reserves at that station, returning Feb, 12th; Sergeants Tyler and .
Holmstrand to Marfa, Texas, and return Feb 7th, for the purpose of checklng Air )
Service property at that alrdrome Lieut.’ Smlbh to Kelly Field on Feb, 3rd, ferrying
Major Chamberlain to that station and returning on the 5th; Major Heffernen to’
Tucson, Ariz., and retyran Feb., 9th, with ¥r. T:E.Heffernan as-passenger; -Lieut. -
0'Connell returned to this station Feb, lst from a cross-country flight to the San
"Antonio Air Intermedlate Depot.

COrporal Bentley returned on Feby 3rd after a three months" furlough.

" Mr.Frank Phillips, pllot and Mr, T, D.Fetherstone passenger, arrived at this’
station in a Curtiss Standard on the morning of Feb, 11th, They departed at 3
o'clock in the afternoon .and were about ten minutes from the airdrome when one of
the control wires broke, cendlng ‘the plae lnto a spin and crashing near the College -
of Mines at the outskirts of El Paso, Mir, Fetherstone was irstantly killed while
Mr, 'Phillips suffered a broken leg and a number ‘'of body bruises: The plane was
purchased by Mr. Tetheratone 4t Fort Worth, Texas, and Nr. Phllllps was fly1ng the
ship through to Victoria, British CoLumbla.‘

Secbnd Lisut. Ernest L. Neill.arrived here reb 13th to attend the A1r Servmce
Reserve Officers Training Camp %6 be held hére beglnnﬂng Feb, 14th, :

Lieut. Jack J,0'Connell left here Feb. I'2th enroute to Sah Frantisco; wnere ‘he’
was scheduled to sail on the transport leaving on or about February 18th. His
destlnatlon is Pawall. ' : . |

- i L}

Lake Fleld H L.A February 13th

Owing to a very fine v1nter, with almost no rain and but moderate wind, flyln”
has properly been the major interest with the 5th Composite Group, Air Serv1ce, at
Luke Field, Territory of Hawaii (though a recent issue of a well known aerlal
magazine placed us in the Philippine Islands). '

On the last day of the old year o formation of 29 planes flew an aerial Y“Aloha!
in honor of Miss Anita Baldwin, war time- fairy god-mother to the Air Service, as she
arrived at Honolulu on the huge round-the~world liner "Belgenland".

On January 13th, 42 planes from this station and our inland cousin Wheeler
Field, flew a mission of farewell to Major General Charles T. Mencher as he left his
post as Commander of the Hawaiian Department via the Transport CAMBRAI.
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Othor notpworthy missibng were 1hose flovn dpon the arrival and departure of *
fmy Transport SOUME on February 3rd 1nd 1th, respectlvely, to greet the greatl:
d cruiser CALIFORNIA a few days later, and to celabrzté the arr;val of the-
renowned motOr cruiser AURANGI on February l3th. :

Mrs. Sheldon H. vheeler, wife of Major Wheeler, qcreased former - COmmdhdeP of-
the 5th Composite Group, arrived in Honolulu. on Feb. 3rd for a visit, - T

Fox Cornet’ Post No, 9, American Legion, st Luke Field, settled upon a hands ome
solid silver loving cup, coutlng #450.00, to.commemorate Major Wheeler, and bearing
his name, to be competed for as a’ pernetual trophy, by the five squadrons composing
our Group, The money for this cup hac been in the legion coffers for some tlme
having been raised tnrough an aerial exhibition and from other sources.

Just before the old year. ended the 4lst Air Inﬁelllgence Section was disbanded
by War Department order and passed 1nto the covers of oblivion 1n military flles.’ .
Its personnel continue to.discharge the Sectlon -8 du+1es as members now of other
organizations at this station, ’ ¢

Qur new Post Exchange is ready to begin business-as soon as su1tab1e flxtures
are installed 1n its interior.. Located .as it is between our ‘two- prlnclpal squadronc,
across from Headquarters admlnlﬁtratlon bulldlng, and handy to our Boat Dock,
whither the majority of our personnel arrive *and depart daily, it promises to become
a valuable asset and a great convenience to the members of this station.’

As the forthcoming Army=-Navy maneuvers, to be held in thése, parts the latter
part of April, draws nigh; all hands are thurblnp regilations, rule books and ’
typewriters, +in preparation for the titanic operation which Wlll be staged. Our
Group, in conJunctﬂon with the 4%th Observation Squadron at Wheeler Field (near
Schofield Barracks) will conduct the vertical defense of the Hawaiian Islands. As
Honolulu affords a population of bomethlng like 100,000, and the fleet is bringing
almost half that many, the manuuverSmto-be take on somethlng of the form of a for+
eign invasion., :

The Luke Field ozchestra trlos dovn 1o Honolulu now and then and does some® very
good mu51cal broadcasrlxg. When you western.mainland radio fans pick up KGU, ., it's

Honolulu sending; and you will ;reouently hear a pretty.good program,

A cablegram was received in the Qffice Chief qf Air Service on rebruary 22nd
reporting that Master _Sergeant David B. Grosvenor, “5th' Composite Croup,. was killed -
in an airplane’ crash near Fort Xa mehameha at 23 33 p.m,, February 20th, and that Staff
Sergeant Robert H, PeLlOW 65th. SerVLce Squadron,’ was serlously 1n3ured in tblq
PGCldont.

L . . -
- . -

Clover,F;gld.,Shn%aiMomiéé,HCalif;;,Febrdaﬁy,lo.

s

Captain Lowell H. Swith, commander of the round-the-world flight, is temperari-
ly storing the, plane recently given to him by Mr. L.C.Brand of Glendale, in ong of
the Clover Field hangars. It is anticipated that Capt. Smith w1ll fly hlq newly
acquired ship tc Rockwell Field in the near. future. :

Orders received from Air Service Hqrs., 9th Corps Area at the Pr831d10 of San
Francisco, 'by Lieut. Horace S. Xenyon, Jr.,Commanding Clover Field, call for the
organlzatlon of a third reserve Air Service pursuit qquadron with headquarters at
Clover Field, to be knowa as the 479th Pursuit Squadron, Air Service Reserve. "The
478th Pursuit Squadron, A.S.Reserve, waé organized several years ago, and has been -
functioning regularly as a unit. The 476th Pursuit Squeadron, .recen? 1y organized,
will fly regularly as a unit at the field. The formation of the 479th Pursuit
Squadron will give ‘Clover Field thres sguadrons,. comnosed entirely of Reservet .
Air Bervice men of Southern Callfornla. Request is made that all members cf the .
Air Service Qificers Reserve Corps in the vicinity who are: not assmvned to a
gquadren at the present time and who are desirous of bevomlng a member of the New .
squadron that they immediately" yet in touch with Lieut., Kenyon at Clover Pield.

Ten pilots and passengers, members of.the 478th Reserve Pursuit ngaoron, left
- for one day's cross-country hov in five planes to Santa Barbara; Callf" e -
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The Uurpnse of. thls letter is “to keep the nersonncl of the Air Serv1ce both
in Washington and, in-the field ,~informed as to the act1v1tles of the Alr SerVLce

in general and for release to the public press.

. r
P N E T “~~—000""‘ o ‘/ .

In this issue of the NEWS LumTrar extracts are quoted from téstimony given by
high Army.and Naval - Offlcers ‘before the Congress1ena1 ommlttee *nvecfj{Pﬂiug
aeronauvtics. - i . :

.+ ALl the, testlmony quoted hereln is 4GAINST the proposxtlon of a separate Air
oePVICG In a forthcoming issue of the HEWS LETTER test imony faVO“‘"’ a °6°afﬂte
Air service will be carried, Public opinion on the aircraft situation fol lowing
the .close of- the ‘hearings has been summed up by Mr. Wllllam Phlllp Simas in the

.wAbUiNQWON NVWb from whieh* the, follow1ng 1s*quo+ed

P A .'“v o AFTmRMATH OF THE AIRCRAFT INQUIRY N _

"Up inltle air 'far hlgher than any aviator has yet succeeded~in- going, and
begging piteously to be allowed to wait until next.December before-writing their re
port, the Congressional Committee 1nvest1gat1ng»a1rcraft has shut -up ShOP “and gone
homé' in''d gtute af "dhze. * . : . o -

© And small wohder, " Hore ‘is what thev found out tda o AR
That the battleshlp is, supreme. That the - alrplane 15gsupreme. That the -car-

2

 Fier is supreme,, That, the submarlne is supreme. ., - .-, ¢’ - -

That aerlal bombs ¢an ‘sink a battleshlp..»That aerla} bombs can't slnk a
batt¥eship, . That the country is doomed if we don't have a separate air force. Thet
the -country is dooued if-we ‘do ha¥e a separate aif force._' -

That we have the . poorest alr servxce in the world._ That we have the best air
Service in the world;  That ws are”at the*mercy of any foreign power that. wants to
lick us; That thare.isn't a power on earth that can lick us. . , )

That‘wé“h&Ve 1400 alrplanes. " That we have 14 airplanes,’ qnt we have plenty
of planes but no adequately trained pilots, 'That we have plénty of pilots but no
adequate planes: That- antl—alrcraft guns can shoot down any airplane. That anti-

aircraft guns-are 4 joke,” - Y - L . .
That ifitchell is right and Weeks ls wrong.: That Mltchell is wrong and Weeks

-is right. . That Wit chell Knews it* ‘a1l ‘and Wilbur knows nothing, That Wilbur knows-

it all and Hitchell khows fothing:” That the spedial. Bnard is wrong and 5ims is
right and that . + +» Oh, 'what's the use}! - k
rlfty—nqne varlefles :0f experts, :each better quallfled than the others, and 59

. Ways to save the nation; ¢ach way the- onty’ way, i

When the probe qtarted each 1nvest1rator had the confldenve of his_own

- opinion, Now.the* commvttee dogsn't kAdw what 6 thlnk Fven their doubts are hazy

The. public thruout “the, country - are ‘pretty mich'in the ‘same ‘frame of mind, ' But )
peopls are 1nterested - more $0 than in any 51m11ar eplsode 1n a long time., And

“they, want to know. sthe facts,s: 4 f.. in e T

Presldent Coolldge could give' hlS new - admlnlstratlon ‘no better start than by
neming -a comnission -of -¢ivilians of’ “undispited’ standlng, e bsard whose findings no
one. COU1d ‘questien, .and have, them”lo6k irto the whole matter . of ‘national defense -
on land and- on: seas under the sea. and -in-the alr - and’ adv1se azm before bongress

-

meets azain- next‘fall A N RN A Jiff At s <
. - i ol - . ‘—::-.-«-}_j_’.,--;‘ I RSN 2 Lt i‘-" .
. N I THE QUESTION OF! AL bEPARATD AIR bERVIC
YL aa Ly R R S N A ) ‘ s
M ?‘w.'. 2 =!' - v Jva i A - LI T m.‘.,‘-. P
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Testlmany of Secrétary Wilbur ef the Vavy before Belect Committee

"I regardsthe statement thai ¢he next war: w111 bea;n the air as an absurdlty,

.....

partakmO of -the Jules;Verne type;of*llterature:"‘ Bore e

- - - :
'u’h*ﬂ\ N.gq;q“f". R‘" :“-, - 1, w“ 1

L LB - 1 - o ,-c' _\ .r .
mestlmony of General Drum’ before Select Committee- on February 4; 1925:
L T SO I P

“In th@ Meuse-Argonne battlefleld, it chelli was: permltted to take practlcally
a1l of hls alrplanes 1n the airtin a~large Armada’ to'go over And beyond the .
e ML Ut e ya5383, 4 S
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ground battlefield aad bombard the enemies' airdrome in the. ”eaL with the uhPO
that when “they: weru ;bombarded the eénemies' airplanes-would be forced into the aix
and would then be des royed. by this large Armada. Nothing of this sort oceursred,
while this Armada was in the air - it passed over the battlefield and beyond usz,

- The Chief of - staff- called ‘me . on” %he plione and stated "I notice your big parade in
.the air and it is very fine but T have a message~ask1ng me tof get”the plawes down,
to our lines, ‘because the Germans are: machlne cunnlng our ground troops and we ‘
 have no protection from thém. In. other words ‘on. the ground back: of : our" troops
the Gerians carie over, ‘broke tnrourh and did not stop until our. planes came" back-
and had drlven then off _ :
Gencral Drum - 'oeparatlon of the Arﬂy and: Navy does:p*oduce alonv our coasts

. two units that are def-cult 16 codrdinate. at tLWes.- N

lir. Perkmns - should not §$82,000,000, 00 furnlsh a fine flylnr serv100~for us?
" General Drum

-

“HWe, Bir, I do not t;ln“ 804 .~ -, E ol SeTes e

.. A

S e ————t i

There are in COHHloSlOﬂ 754, airplanes;iia’ storage’sio, ‘and we es-
timate the’ number undernrepalr on hdand, wastage, etc., 938, Now
- then, if we’add 1o the purcha51ng-power of the planes in the 1926
: ' Budget -we should ‘have on. hand July 1 1926, 1674 planes.
ir. Perkins = And- the war ended 5« years ago, '°
General Drum = -~ Yes, Sir,. - »
Nr; Perkins | a: 56 that ‘the planes that “we now hlve we're bullt orlvlnally over
five Years ‘agd, and maﬁy have been rebuilt Sane and are prac-
tically =all obsolescent types\ )
~-General Drum = No,.I.would.not c¢all them all- obsolescent.. Fron. the stqndp01nt
' of aviation and«personael which I shall touch lzter ‘we are
5. 7' ¢ bettersthan any other country. y _;  ’ . Co e
ST T have noted in extracts from, official TGPO*tQKOf ‘the -Committee"
of Imperlal Uefense on Hatlonal and. Imperlal Defensz-in".Great
Brlta1n,,saow1ng the. dlfflcultles they. are having in securing? S
coordlnatlon between three defense elemen+s i,64,v3he Army, -the - .
Navy, and the Alr Service. . ‘This Committee- con51dered the. desir-
ability of or*anlzln7 a, Natlonal Defense Ministry, ¢There- are
T AsT s cOndltlons Which I have 1ncluded in the statement. showing- the -~

General Drum

¥ 1y T L . . A

. . T Pt 13s along the same line the- Army is hav1na~w1th*the Adr
e e Force attached to it. ' '
Mr. Reid 1;1 “Cah’ I 1nterrunt you rlght there? You report that Fnollsh Boards -
T e say the’ Alr Power s%ould not be. an 1ndependent force. Is that
PO ‘e ne rlfjhtv - I ',‘. e . S e R {
General Drum =~ o, $ir. 'y T .o L
MT‘ Reid® ' -7 Jnat wab ‘the conclus¢on ‘that you, gave there, because I want to:
) . ask you a question? . L :
general Drum ‘- The conclusion was that they should not ‘have at thiss tlme E- NN
‘ ' . ; Mlnlstry of Defense that would include .all threﬁ forces.« ‘. 'r
“h - o . . ) “‘__ - -
- "‘f‘"’
‘ T ! Another point oroucht out in this connection is the staﬁement
. e .. that frequently has, been made, that a ‘certain part of Megopotamia
P _" ., 1is controlled and Opprated entlrely _by «the British /Air Force,- )

o The. Brltlsh Alr Force in Mesopotamia, -of+ the British forces *in ™
L 'thls ,part. of. ilesopotamia, Iraq, , It is freyuently stated by the’?,
‘ o PPOPOnents of & scparate Air Force that in Irad the British "are-
sustaining their authority by. an air force alone, The authority
of the British in Iraq is not: .sustained-by an air force alone,
but by a force ‘of all arms whxch operate’ under an officer of
the Air Force who is the commandlng officer by v1rtue of

: o~ «.. + Senlority. A L T I N L G . j
Mr..lea ., = How many will the shipstaccommodate’ speaking- about»ulrcraft - |

' ¢arriers - .under the.Washihgton Arms Conference~le1tatlon?

Capt. Johnson - 356 to 360 - more of the small ones and fewer of the blg ?nes.

s ot

{

- A Y, T, T meeeses L Bt A‘ [, i %

. o The only forces I know that agitate gettlnv rid of any of our :
. . »ships that.look with favor: or.are;. in éany: wayyj weakenlng OU“ ,

.~ Navy,. w1th .their.first line.of defense are1Enaland and Japn. ani ‘
) general Mit chell's.advocates, -2- V-5385 A & %
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Capt. Johnson - Speaklng of: the British Air Force - "But they are geitting back to
our way and they are cortainly going to show a big lmpVUvau;t in
N&Val‘nV1atlon in England the nearer they ‘get to our way of doing".

Testimony of Adml.al H.P. Jones January_zg.

I believe you had a witness before you the other day who, if he gave the ltes-
timony here that i along the line uf imuch that has appeared in the papers, as
coming from him, I am afraid ras filled youf record with a'lot of stuff that, =s-
far as truth is concerrned, is not worth the paper it is written on.

&

Speaking of.a sepgrate Air Service. -

Mr. Hill of Ala, - Cite an example of thqt
Admiral Jemes - - In Great Britain it has been eminently unsatisfactory, We
havs encugh reports from there to enable us to make a final

complete Statement about it. Fr?m what we know they do not find

it gatisfactory there

Admiral J, Strauss Recerily we unndur ed extensive expewlments with the U. S S.

Washiugton,  This ship was subjected to the exp1051on af two

400--3b, torpsds charzes, expioded against the shirs side di~

rectiy in cswiact with the ckin of the ship and three 2000-1Db,

bombe expleded within a few feet from the ship without sing ing
her ¢r even seriously harming her. .. Finally, in order to carry
ovt cur: agreemenn to 31nk the Washlngton she was sunk by gun

fire. :

In the flrst place a bomber costs abovt $40,000, We are in-
formed that yeu camnst court on more than one~third of your
airplanes as available; the others are under Tepair -or ovarhaul.
This makes your investmen: for a single bymber in actien
$120,000. ‘e have seen that in the Agamemnon Experiment 114
flights failed to make a hit on a ship under way. Let us be
liberal and say that 1CO would make a2 hit. They would ccst you
$12,000,000. But we have ample procf that three hits would net .
serlousWy endanger a moderm battlesnip with a crew on teard.
That raiges the cost to 326,000, CO0 and we haven't sunk her vet.
Now I have ?eff out :f cousloeraCLGn the most sericus facter of
all - the aoo tizns to the offerse made necessary by anti-
aircraft defence of the cbip'itself. I hes tate to puf that” in;
it makes fhe cast pass ‘atl bounds.

Mr. Wainwright .- If we agsume that a 100C-1b, bomd would not wreck a shln have

-  you consiiered what the effect on human l fe an the ship would
be from the ooncission?

Admiral Strauss - Yeu do ret get muca effect frnm meye concussicn, that is very
little - aof AoﬁfSP“ human life would be icst on account of: the
bomblng bovond the shadew ¢f ‘a deubt. They: ‘create a fearful

. ’ . Wreckage wncn uney strike mhe desh sf a ship.

Le?fef_of Admiral Meffett, Feb, 2, 1925
"The ‘Waval Aircraft squad"ons aava nperaued OOﬂsfantly with 'hﬂ”fWect'and'todey
we have in actual operation with ihe. fleec 140 p«rnes - American built and manned.
This comprises a total o’ 10 oquadrons of Javal a‘rc‘aft\ln athd* goperation with
the United 5tates Fleet.. _

. Testimcny before Naval ‘Affairs Committee‘

Mr. MeClintic - | This brlngs me d:wn to your statement concerning aircraft. You
recenlly stated to the sub-committee of House Conmittee on
Appropriations that "Thera is 1little dax ger that a’'ship: will be
sunk by aevial bumbs expivded i the deck cf a ship abave the
deck armor . bl new arnci ,}d*cxng"omLu ‘have been devised with
a view tolpen%traiing irta tny vitals oi & ale _In your ’
opinien, wouid the explceion of, “say, a’'2,000- lb bomb dropped

at dlffexe;u albivudes jam the2 turrets? o _
3= o - y=52385, AS
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sec. Wilbur - - I don't think it would.

Mr. MeClintic - Some say. it will: and some say it will not

S5ecy Wilbur - = I know it will net,

Mr. McClintic - Some have said that an exnloslon of 2,000 los. of TNT on-a chip.

even '1f it did not sink the ahlp, would disarrange the machinsry

and. shell shock a number of men on it and thercby render them
- incapable of performing service.

Sec, Wilbur - It never has been done.

Mr. lieClintic - It never has been trled

sec, Vilbur - Yes., . = = )

Mr. iicClintic - Do you say it has been tried?

Sec. VWilbur - Perhaps the exact experiment has aot been tried, but experiments

have been -made whigch indicate that the otatement ig absolutely
untenable and rldlculous.'

rebruary 2, 1925.

Comdr. Whiting = General Mitchel¢ has +0ld this Committee that airplane carriers
’ ' are of doubtful use, He has told you that planes launched from
carriers are unable to compete with aircraft operating from
shore bases., I answer this by stating that planes have landed
. and taken off carriers in all kinds of wind and conditions.
Lieut. R.E. Byrd 1In 1923 Admiral Sir Beatty intimated that he and his colleagues
© would resign unless the Navy was given control of its aircraft.
This had.its effect and the Navy was: given partial control of
the sea reconnaissance, training and aviation afloat.

General LeJeune's Test imony.

Effect of bombing, so far as its leect on military operation was concerﬁed
was negligible, ‘ ’
So in order to dellver the same number of progectlles on 2 hostile battleship
250 miles from the coast that a single 16" gun could deliver you would require
720 planes. - : : ‘ -

If the weather is very bad the plane will not go out.

In the battle of Jutland there was no aircraft in the battle.
- ~ © -=000000-=
ADMIRA* STMS GIVES THUTIMONY BEFORE 3ELECT COMMITTFE.

Admlral bims 1s a grea t advocate of alrcraft and its use in m111+ary opera-

thno- He believes that aircraft, aircraft carriers and submarines displace the

battleship as a backbone in Naval defense, In his testimony, some of the .more
pertinent things he said were substantially as follows: ' '

Innocent gas, not the deadly poison gas but that. whlch tomporaxlly puts out
of action those coming in contact with it, could be. added’ to each bomb without any
material effect on its destructiveness. Mlth such bombs otrlklnv any part of the
battleship and exploding above water, the gas would be sucked down the ventilating
passageways and thereby circulated ovur the entire ohlp, putting enough of the
crew temporarily éut of action to make the battleship a very easy target. In fact,
the Admiral stated, gas alone could put any battleship out of daction.

He mentioned the new electric torpedo which is shot at “a battleshlp 35 feet
under water, at which depth it ‘would pass underneath the largest ship built. By
coming in contact with the magnetlc field set up by an ‘all-metal ship, the torpedo
would explode and blow a hole ih the bo*tom of the ship. These torpodoes can be
launched from aircraft with ease.

The admiral had juite a lot to say about anti-aircraft in an, gffort to show
the Committee how really effective it was, Conolderatlon wis given the ability to
hit aircraft from the solid foundation given an anti-aircraft zun when mountéd on
the ground and with all the auxiliary preclslon range~finding 1ns+"uments. He

stated that it was common knowledze that the accuracy was not so good when all
these conditions were favorable and then explained how extremely dlfflcult verg-
ing on the impossible, it would be to simulate the same conditions on board a
battleship even in still water, He stated, too, that when high winds, rough oeas
or unfavorable weather combine 1@11nst the anti- alrcraft defense its effectlveneq%
is almost nll. , ~
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.The idniral stated that 1f any Vostern power swould builAd 10 aircraft car-

‘riers, all over(10,00¢ tons, she could put 50 airplanes on each one, make them

travel 30 knotb an. hour 1nd still be withiin the Limitation of {rmqments Confer«
ence Treaty, With thlb force assisting the destroyers, but no battleships or
cruisers, an attack can. be made guccessfullv against the Hawailan Islands. In
that event, he .stated that the safest place for our American b1++lcqh1ps would be
as far up tme Wlsalsalpal Rlver as they could possibly get.

He was not very much impressed with the findinys of the Navy ¢ p801a1 Board,
convened to determine the military value of .airceraft and other Navy components,
stating that the vecretary of the ijavy had outlined what the- policy was and, bea
cause the Secretary is a civilian, this policy was undoubtedly formulated by his
immediate advisors. The 1mmed1ate adv1sors of the oecretary of. the Havy are the
members of the General Board, which is somewhat similar to our General staff, when

- the Board was appointed, the General Staff was well represented thereon, conse-

quently the opecial Board was ziven the job of investigating and determlnlng the
value of a policy which they had already made.’ ‘

_Admiral oims alse was. not greatly- 1mnrebsed with regard to the bombing of
the "Washington", as the report stated that the Dbombs were placed alongside but
did net state how far away, this information being coafidential, The Admiral
could not understand why in the world this.should be considered confideatial. The
question was then asked the -Admiral: "How far do you suppose tiley were away?" He
answered that (eneral Mitchell in his ent. usiasm might-claim that they were a mll?
away.. - He thought- it would have beew & very.good plan to have used some 4,000-
pound bombs instead of 1,000-pourd henbs. In fact, he went so far as to qu that
it would be a good plan to take one of our.present day battlesglps, complete and
ready -for actlon put 4 4 ,.000-pound herd dewn on tﬁe’protéctive deck and explode
it just to see wn;t would happen. .

Questioried as to what kind of 'a fleet ho NOUld build were he ompovered with
authorify to build a new fleet for the best naval defense of this country, he
stated he ‘would build it without anv bittleshlps and concentrate on. alrcraft car-
riers and submarines because an aircraft carrier is mere powerful than 2 battleship

The Adisdiral’ gave some very interesting 1nformat10n on the radius of action of
battleoships ready for battle: ‘He stated the Limitations of Armaments Conference
left the people with the idea that the Anerican Navy was superior in nuuabers to .
any othor Havy; that it could stemm across to any country, regardless -of the dis-
tance, and irpose its policy upon that country, .This-is entirely erroncous, ap-
parently, for the reason that battleships cleared for action can steam 4,000
miles, which meuns that they could go from their home post 3,000 miles: to some
foreign country, "thumb their nose at the enemy and turn around ‘and come back"

This means,then, that if the enemy were 2000 miles away only one-third of the
fleet could be maintained in force bbfore tae enemy would gun thew. e reminded .
the Cowmmittee 1at no Navy. Was complote unlesq it had destroyers, aircraft car-
riers and an enormous traln of supply. vessels.T These supply vessels ‘were, of
course, to. be considercd very. easy tdrgeta for airplanes from airecraft carrlers.

{evertlng to the statement of the bueclal Board, with régard to the condition
of the "Washington" after oelnb bombed "a couplp of days that she could be towed
back to- port although she lost some of her speed ‘the Admiral tried to impress
the Committee with the fact that in bxttle A ‘ship that loses her speed and cannot

steam at full speed had better go rlbnt to the hottom becausd it would be of no
more use to-the friendly forces unloss they won the bwttle and if they lost, it
could be towed to the ensmy port.’ ' i ,,‘.

The admiral stated that it would bc impos siblc for our fleet to pass Guam
without -establishing a base for operat ons and fortlfflne it so as to leave the.
fleet foot; loosc to operﬁte ther@from.; Dls+ance is an 1mpre.maolo barrler to a -
Navy, - SN ,

y’One of thé members of the bomm1tt°e askod the Adwlral 1f he t%ouvht it would
be a good plan to t=ke up .for a few hours a.day members of.the ‘General Board of
the Navy., The Adiwiral's answer was: "Oh! you would lose them ally" )

The Adairal was onposed to an Air service Corps within the Navy for the
reqsons which he cuted from experience with the Engineer Corps that used to ex-
ist in the lavy and, further, stated that "Corps sollélfy at the top".

¢ In closing the Admiral stated than an Army must have an adequate Adr Force
to defeat the: eaemlec' armies; Navies smust have adequate air forces to defeat the
enenies' Havies; 1t was paramount and essential, = '
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EXPENDITURES RY 798 ALR SERVICE FOR AIRPLANES .
v _ - , . N 4

‘The pccretary of war, undef date 'of ¥ebruary 19th, sent the following letfer
to the Chairman of-elect: Comm1+tee of the Touse Iﬂvo tegatlnﬂ Air Service, with
reference to the above subject: LT . : -

"The matter of the amount ‘of meney. eVpendeﬂ by the Alr be*vicé for airplaoves
has been fre4uently discussed and there has been some guestion as to the numbers
and types of planes whith were secured by this . ‘expenditure. -Although the facts
have, I think, already been placed before your uommlttee I reczpltulate‘iqem
brlefly below again setting forth the facts: L

Dur1n5 the five T¢Sbal years 1920-to the end of the last ‘fiscal year 1Q24
the Air Service expeﬂdlture for plancs of all types was:

- Number of new planes purchased - 839, Cost $14, 894 597 41 L 'p:
The averaae cost of these ‘Pplanes WIS' . 217, 750 OO R '
For remodel:ng war . produced planes expenditure was ‘as follows: .,

Wumber of planes remodeled, ‘1,811 ' gost . § 3,363,331 75 - . y
The average cost of these plancs was . 3 1 '850.00 - roe

In nddition, _during these 'same years for alrcraft engﬁnes the erendlture
was as follows: : ' o

lew engines purchased - 747 Yo COSt 146,077, 343, 13 e | r‘
The expenditure for war-produced engines- remodeled was as foldows: ] v
Number of engines remodeled, 200 ‘Cost  § 326,111.13

The total number of airplanes, both new and remodeled procured during these
years, as above, was thevefore 2650, and the total cost cf -these -planes new and
remodeled wng u17 856,929.16.

it Nlll be urderotood that in the course of cperations of tﬁe Air service therc
is a certain amount of necessary wastage. Plapes are worn out' or they are broken
up, due to forced landings which are inevitable, eor to other accidents.

at” the end of the Last completed fiscal year, the 30th of June 1924, the

Arnmy Alr service had on "hand the follow;ng number ‘of plane : -.:“
;relnlng Otservation Bombardment  Pursuit Attack . sl <
471 B TR COE Total «1,592 =

Of the aircraft on hand a8 above on the 30th of June, 1924, it.hee~beeﬂ fre—’

quently stated that only about 25 were of the most modern-type, -Thls 1s_a fact.
During the years Lnder consideration manv advances were nade in the d931gns:ef'~'

planes, the whole’ elrcraft situation’ 1n This regard was in a state of flux and it
was not until reccently that any of the types of plunes used by. the Air service
dould be "staundardized" to such' a derree renderlnf it Feasonably certain.that no
major changes in these types would be made for the' next two, three, or four yvears.

in eddition to these now Sdff10¢8nily standardized pursult planes, ‘the Air
Service has now on orde;_and is about %o order training planes’ and observatlon
planés which are likewise regarded as suff101ently standardized. :

In Splte of tqe Suatements just” made it.-is a fact that at any tlme during .
these four’ fls»&l years -considered, the pursum* and bombardment types of airplanes
in use by the A:r service were approx1mately the ‘egual of similar types employed
by any otne“ natlon in the world¢ The’ DH plnnes which, during: this perlod were *
used by the Air service for observation and phooo~r30hlc purposes Were' possibly
surpassed but to no Breat derree by thoge{used for 31mllar purnoses bv other
nations. , . oA ol LTt .

~ In the dbove statement of the ‘amount Tof money expended for alrplanes 1t'w1ll
be noted that a divisien hus been made between those which were purchased new and
those which were rebuiit ar remodeled, It will be remembered that at: the Yegin-
ning of the perisd under.donsideration there. were on hand a large.number of war--
built planes which had cost a great sum of money, ThHe juestion confronting the -v
Air bervice was whether to scrap all these plaﬁes and build planes brand new. or}
to remodel ‘the'se war-built ‘planes,” put-them in’ service and make use of them.- The
relative average cost of the new planes actually ‘purchased and of .remodeling thése
war-built planes is also shown above, the 'cost of new planes being approximately -
pight times the cost ‘of the remodellng, It is beliéved that the decision reached
to remodel and use tnese wa %ullt plane vasta wise sne. It did give. .to the Air.
Jervice a much preater amount 'of flying.equipment than it would otherwise have " .
been possible to secure with the amount of money available, and it is repeated
that the planes thue remodéled and used were practlcally equal to planes of - simi<
lar types used by other nations. :
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A precigely 31n11av atp of 1ffa1wi ox:stod in connection with airplane ev-
gineﬂ, the new ones’ purﬂha ed by the Air )LerCP ﬂveraglng in cost somp+h*xb"s;r
48,000, wherecas the rﬂmodellng of thv wa;—bullt aireraft engines co$t only avsu’
6368 OO . . .
It can be sta el that 1n qdnmnlstmrlnw the Air Service, every pogbwh'o el t.
to economizé has been made and every dollar wnlch could be thus made available was
devoted to the purchase of ‘equipment. ‘
Of the suhs of money appropriated dire ectly by Congress for the Air service
and administered by the Chief of Air SJervice, it was necessary each year to expend
a'part of siid funds for the normal operg¢1nf expenses of the service, including
the purchase of gasoline, oil, etc.; for the purchase of in;trumento; armement and
other a ccossorlas for alrcxuft for doing the current repair work, the maintenance
of alrcraft and their access or‘GS"nnd for the necessary experlmental and .research
work, *In the appropriatien bills Congress has always limited the amounts which
could be expended for. experlmental and research; for the hire of civilian 1na bog
(for maintenance- and repair work), -and in practically every year, cspecially -dup=
ing the last three years, these 11m1t1n0 figures as fixed by Congress have noh been
reached; the Chief of Alr service by due economy has been able to .spend for mhcqe
purposes lesser sums and the saving so effected has been used in the purchase of
aircraft and their accessories,
In spite of the economies thus effected at no time was it possible to pro-
ve the numbers of planes for the full equlpment of the Air Service as authorized
Abv est+1rg tables of organization, This deficiency of equipment as well as the .
‘too small personnel of the Air Service, has béen freyuently set forth in the re-
poerts of the Chief of Alr SLTVLce and 1n the reports made by the War Department
~from-time to time, - R
As already placed before your Commlt?ee the coSt'of the Air Service to the
War Department during the five yéars: con51dered amounted in round numbers to
8246,000,000, This 1nc1uded ‘in rourd numbérs, 368,000,000, the value of the war *
produced material used dazlng this period. Deductlng thls sum from the total
leaves in round numbers ¢ 178 OOO 000, 'as the actual money cost, The total expeﬂdl'
ture as above for alxpla es and JWTpldﬂ“ engines is, in round numbmrs, $24,000,000,
wWhich sum is nearly 14% of the money cost, Also 1ncluded in the- 3178,000, 000 are
the costs of pay, hous 1ng, subslst@nce and other maintenance items for the Air
Service, approx1matnlr 316, 0G0, 000, :
This, however, is not a' Cmelete showing for there should be included in the
cost all of the 1Lghter- than-air equipment ‘and accéssories purchased, the cost of
Cinstruments and armament which were: necessary to install in both heavier- than—g;r
" and lighter-than~air craft, The oercentabe ‘therefore of the total cash cost, 1?‘
these items are likewise included, would be substantially greater than tha?.andl-
cated above, The figure is given, however, for airplanes and airplane engines’
alone as it is De¢leOd to show- that the pprcontage of the total thus employed
was aa large as it was pOablblG to mak e lu and reflects the efforts made to econo-~
mize in other direcciona, '
. There is just one more point to which I du51re to call attention. ThP war
produced airplanes are rnow or°ctlcally ‘exhausted and of them there will be no
more after the 30th of June, 1925, The Air Service. cannot, therefore, economize
by rebuilding such materlal and it w1ll be necegsary to buy new all alrplanes pur-
chased after that date. . -
0f course, any such pldnes thus purcna%ed new will be of the best and most
up-to-date types. .. . '
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NEW AJ§£§TANT CHIEb OF AIR SERVICE.

The Secretary of War has recommended t19 aop01ntment of Lieut. —Colonel James
L. Fechet to be Assistant Chief of Air Service, with the rank of Brigadier General
from April 27, 1925. The U.S5, Senate confirmed the nomination of Colonel:Fechot
on March 1llth, . - ¢ - IR o o S
u Colonel Fechet was born 'in Texas, August 21, 1877. He enlisted as a private
in the 6th Cavalry April 18, 1898; was promoted Uorporal and Sergeant and appoint-
ed a 59cond Lieutenant of Cavalry Jjuly 25, 1900. He was promoted First Lieutenan-
Captain, Major and Lieutenant-Colonel, Rpaula” Army, He participated in the
Santiago Campaign, being wounded at oan Juan.July 2, 1898; he was also in numercug
skirmishes on the Island of Shamar, Philippine Isiands, in June and July 1901 In
1904 he was graduated from +the Infantry and Cavalry School Fort %e;gggwozth
-T= ) ’




Kansas, He was a distinguished marksman 1909, 1914 and 1915, He served with ihe
Punitive Expedition in Mexico from March to September, 1914, ' y .

Celonel Fechet is a qualified pilot, having been on continvous aviatlion duly
since September, 1917. He was officially annourced as on flying status from
Ocicber 5, 1617, and rated as a Junior Iilitary Aviator from November 13, 1918,

AV the outbreak of the World War he was appointed temporary Lieutenant:-Col.,
Aviation Section, Sigazl Corps, August 5, 1917, and promcted to be temporary .
Coionel, Aviation section, Signal Corps, February.26, 1918, He was hororsble dis-
charged from his temporary commission the 30th of June, 1920, He was permanentiy
transferred to the Air Service, Regular Army, August 6, 1920. ,

During the Werld War, Colonel Fechet was. in command of various aviation
fields « Scott, Carlatrem, Dorr and Kelly Field,. He was Department Air Service
Officer of {he Southern Department from HMay 1919 to September. 1920, when he was
assigned\to_duty in the 0Zfice of the Chief of Air Service, first as Chief of the
Training and Operatii¢ns Group and later as Chief of the War Plans Division. Since
July 1, 1924, he has been Commencing Officer at Kelly.Field,:Texas, the home .of
the Air Service Advenced Fiying School. o | L - '
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POPE FIELD PILOTS TO OBSERVE ARTILLERY FIRE

The NEWS LETTER Coirespondent from Pope Field, N.C., states that calls for
airplane observation of artillery fire are beginning to pick up again after a lull
during the winter months while most of the artillery units were too busy doing
fatigue to have much time for training, Lieut. Holden has started training panel
Hetails for the 2nd and 1Tth Field Artillery regiméats and in another few weeks
these rogiments should be well aple to carry on successful communication with air-
planes during their svring and summer work. The Pape Fieid radio truck with its
crack operators and panel detail in charge of Privates Llcyd and Chapman 1s al-
ways ready to step oud and snow how it should be done. "The best panel detail in
the Army" is their motto, . - | | ‘
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'ORGANZZATION OF 840th OBSERVATION GRGUP (RESERVE).

- The 340th Observation Group (Reserve) was recently organized at Crissy Field,
Presidio of San Francisso, Calii.: Maior J.S. Marrictt, Formeriy C.O0. of the 3724
Squadron, was pui in command of the 267th Squacron of this Group. Captain R.W.
Kearney, formerly Operations Officer c¢f the 372d Squadion, will command the 368th
Squadron of the Grovp and Captain Burdette A, Palmer, formerly with.the 91st Divi-
sion, the 38lst Service Squadron, leaving only %the Photo Section cpen for assign-
ment, i : ' ‘

Headquarters of the Group.was temporarily organized with . the exception of
the Group Commander. Capiains J.W, Tubergen and R,T. MacDonald have been assigned
as Operations Officer and Group Adjutani, respeciively. The agsigament. of Group
Commander is being held in abeyanee awaiiing action of a Board regarding the raw-
ing as Junior Airplane Piist of a very desirable Lieut.-Colonelvo{ the Air GService
Reserve,- : S e o '

Personnel sufficient to f3ill in the Headquatters Sections of the three ‘squad-
rons concerned are awsilable sad have been assigned, with a slight suiplus %o
begin the organizatien of ths filgats in the. two observaiion squadrons, Complete
organization should be effected privr to calling the Group to active service dur-
ing the coming summer, L : '

' NEW AIRDROME AT NASHVILLE, TENN,

. + : i .

. v ¥
The Tenwessee State Législature has passed enabling acts authorizing @he City
of Nashville and Davideon County to levy a 2/5 .and aAl/B mill tax, respect:ve}y,
‘in order to purchase and cwn’$oiﬂtly a4 new aviation {ield at Washville. T?e '
total amount which will %s reslized from this tax wiil aggregate cluse to $12.0,000
which sum is to be vsed to purchase a row fieid within five miles of @he.post ?f-
fice and equip it with an adminisiration building, a photo hut, a radio hut and
all ‘necessary improvemenis needed on'a medern airdrome, Efforts to secure such
: . -8 oL V-5385, A%
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legislation as that which has 3us+ paesed were under way for over two years, The
National Guard airmen hope to be abdle to extend a cordial invitation to the per-
sonnel of all Air Service statlons to be present at the dedication of the new
field on Labor Day, - Tuntatlve plans-dare under way ‘now for suéh an event, but it

will have +to be governed to some extent by the work of the contractors. _ .

-
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. _ LI%UT CALEDB HAYNEb MAKES A PARAUHUT JUIP ¢

. On _February 16tn eight planes from Crlssy Field, Callf., flew to Mather’ Flela
Sacramento, Callf.j.mhere two live parachute jumps were made, Sergeant Finch,
Assistant to the. Parachute Offlcer at CPlSoY Field, made the firgt jump, and whenb
he succeeded in geutan up and Valkln" away, the parackute was- refolded and Lieut.
Haynes was taken to a safe Height: and turhned’ loose. "The Lieutenant Syent the-
first 200 feét of Wid fall hufiting for the rip cord of his ‘emergendy’ chite, Pic-
tures taken of the jump showed that Lieut. Haynes enjoyed every second of it
(dfter the first 200 feet). The only Gnforturate part of the jump was the fact
that in this first 200 feet the Lleutbnant decided that he had no use for the rip
cord (of the main chute) and he ‘let it go overboard thereby loging one dollar
which he had. bet that he Would bring it back .

R I .. ) n N
. e e ——-oOo--- . o ///
' " WORLD FLVERS HONORT VITH WACRAY ART JCOLLIER TROPHIES

Rec°8nlzlng ‘thé ‘around-the —world flight by “the Army Air Service.as the most
outstanding aeronautlcal dchievement?of the past year, the National Aeronautic
Association, on the afternoon.of Tebriaary 27th, made a formal presentation of the
Collier. and Mackay Trophiss to-the .Secretary. of ‘War, :Secretary Weeks had summoned
to his office Lieuts. Wade and ‘Harding, two of the .world flyers who were in K
Washlngton at the time, and after accepting the trophles from,the donors, he per- ‘
sonally presented one to Lleut*’Wade a1d the other to Lieut. Harding for- them‘,
sélves and their ‘associates, and pdid them a high tribute for -the record-breaklng
-achievement in the c1rcumnav1gat¢on of thé globe by air. | b

Major General John'L.. Hines, Chief of 3taff of the Army, and Major General
Mason If, Patrick, Chief of Air oerv1ce - attended the Secretary*of War, and the
donors of the trophles were represented by officials of the Postal Telegraph Co.
and Colller s Weekly. -

With regard to the Macka ay_Trophy, under the prov1sions of the deed of alft‘by
Mr. Clarence Mackay of the . ‘Postal Telegraph Co., a member of the Aero Club of ..
America, it is to be competed for annaally by offlcers of the United States Army’
under the rules to be laid down each year by the War Department or, in the absence
of" a contest, this trophy may be awarded annually by the War Department to-the of=
fiter or offlcers who makes the: most meritorious flight of the year., The Nationel
Aeronautlc ASSOCldtlon makes 'it'a practlce each year, however, of calllng upon the
War Departrent fcr recommendatlon as to the pilet or group of pilots to whom the
Trophy should be awarded for that year, The War Department recomménded theat thet
1924 award of the Mackay Trophy should go t¢ the world flyers. -7 - T ~"'

The Collier Trophy, donated by lir. Robert J. Collier, is to be awarded an-
nually by the Aero Club of America for the greatest achlevenent in aviation in
America, the value of which has béen thoroughly -demonstrated by the ectual use
during the preceding year, ) : ..

' ‘LW. Glenﬂ H. Curtlss was the flrst man' 0 receive the Collier rophy,'same‘
being awnrded "to hln for develogment and' demonstration of the flying.boat; ini-
1913 it was awarded to Mr. Orville Wright for development and demonstration of
his automatic stablllzer' in 1914 to ifr. Elmér A. Sperry for development and. de- .
monstration of gyroscopic’ control; <in-1915 t¢ Mr. Starling Burgess for develop-
ment’ and demonstration of. Burgess-Dunne ‘hydro-aeroplane; in .1916 tOVMr, Elmer A.
Sperry for development and deronstration of Sperry.Drift Set; from 1917 to 1920
inclusive the trophy was not awarded, 1n 1921 to Grover C. Loening .for the devel-

opment of his aerlal yacht ln 1922 and ‘1923 -to’the Air Ma;l Service, 7 »= .u.ﬁ‘
_ The Mackay lrophy was aWdrded as-follows: =~ ~ -. B T S RO
1912 -« To'Lieut. H.H. A*nold 29th U:S., Infantrv. o ..

1913 - To 2nd Lieut.  Joseph E Carberry,- pllot - and an Lt Fred Seydel
Observer reconnaissance flights, '

1914 - To Captain Townsend F. Dodd’ and Lieut. FitzGerald, observer, recon-
nalssance flights.

1915 - To Lieut, Byron q. Jones, duration flights, S '
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1914 and.1$17 < Trophy wnot awarded on account of the war, = -
., 1918 - To Captain Rdward V. Rickenbacker, officially credited with 26 enehy
airplanes. o T e e N S
1919 - To Lieut.-Col. Harold K. Hartney, Captains Joha O, Donaldson, Lowell
JH, Smith, F, Steirle, Lieuts. Belvin W, Maynard, Alexander Pearson, Jr., R. 5.
Northington, E.i, lanzelman, 1.G. Bagby and D.B, Gish for their flight from the
Atlantic to the Pacifiec Ocean 'and return. o ) S o .
1920 - To Captain 8t., Clair Streett, commanding of ficer of the Alaskan Flying
Expedition; First Lisut. Clifford. ¢, ~utt; 2nd Lieuts., Brik. ", Welson, C.H.
Crumrine, Ross'c,'ijgpééribk; Sergeants Bdmond Henrijues, Albert T.” Vierra ﬁnd
Joseph ¥, Enzlish for Their flight from jew York to Nome, 'Aldska, "and-returni’
192 - To Liewt. Toun A. Mecready for World's altitude, record, . =
1922 - To Lieuts, Joun A, Macready and Oskley G. Kelly, Alxn Service =
1923 -« To Lieuﬁéf"idﬁ@~ﬁ, ‘facready and Oakley G. Kelly, dir Service. .

[P

i " : [ 3 . .
ot _ N o
LRy , . ,

B 4=2000=== o
L S

E AL . B .

o, W TCoBT O OPERATING AiRPLANEs'P//' STl

Zditor's Note: Material like thé following is especially Yaluab}éwto the
' Ssrvice and such data from other gtations is desired for
“the’ NEWS LETTER.” L .

It costs, roughly, from $200 to 1500 to.operate different types Pf glﬁplgnes
for a pericd of six ronths. These figures were arrived at by the Cost Accounting.
Department &t Luke.Field which has ‘successfully completed its first six months of
work. I% reguired much study and hard work to .put the system in operation, but
under the guidance cf Liéuj;_Ray'G.'Harris and by the cooperation of{gll departf B
ments it has become.efficient and accurate. - - - : . oo
. The idea is net to . cut Gown the cost of operation but to find the exact C°§tvv‘
of maintaining aircraft at its highest degree of safety dnd efficiency ?nd to dé- -
termine the length of time.Air Service equipmenﬁ.mﬂY:be.OP@TaiPdePQnRW?CallV‘ L

It has been impessible in the past to ascertain what. it wqu}QAQQSt tg&pp?rate
any one class of motor ontairplane or’ wnat amount of money it would thke to - ,
finance .the Air Service successfully - therefore the. Cost Accountihg"Depﬁrtme?t*-f
AS the result of-dada collected by the Luke Field Cost Accounting Department it
was-found that it sosts for mrperiod of six montns $855.54 to operate an MB3A
airplane; 81 517.27 an NaS-1 (Marbin Bomber); $199,29 an SES; 1536.18 a JNS end
666,10 a DH4B., ST e

The éost.per' flying hour for a period of six months to. operate airplanes of
the' Fifth Composifie Group in Hawaii is as follews: fth.Squadron (82 hrs. 3 min.)

- . . »
824,185 10th Squadron (529 hrs. 28 min.) -$24,37; 23rd Sguadron (455 hrs, }2 m{n,} -
£28.27; 65th Squedron (81 hrs.) $21,78; 72nd Sjuadron. (612 hrs. 12 min.) $15. 80,
The money vaiuve ¢f material used, in operation of airplanes{for‘seQOQd perlod
of 1924 is 464,794,653, Ther cost as given .above includes qi},'gasol}ﬁe &nd‘P&T@S.Q
used in replacement and repairs, but. does. not include labor, _
’ e [ moew000=e-=-~
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+ . INGREASED APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE ROYAL AIR FORCE . - .
Estimétes°presented‘to'thé'TreasufyAbyvthe.British,hir liinistry provide for
en increase in expenditure of about B2,500;000,;raising the total of the’air
estimates tONLIV,ooo;QGO,_~Tﬁis_éddiﬁiOhalgexpenditupg is-dus to,q_polfgy of ex=:,
pansion inaugurated lwe years ago”and:éndoysed.lasinyeqr‘by @pevLapo; uqyernment,
The gradual rise dn-expenditures for the Air Service ig shown by thie follow-
ing: in 1922-23 the air estimates amounted to £10,895,000, THe following year .
they were raised to Li2,011,000,-and last year to.%14,511,000. 2k

The main feature of the lexpansion policy is:the creation of a hqme'defgnse .
force of 52 squadrons; of Wwhich 18 have already been formed, the schene contiemn-.
plating the creaticn of the remaining 34 squadrons in-the next‘fgur ysgrsi{APat—
liament will be requested to .vote for the formation of gt,leggﬁ,@#pgwﬁsquadfons
in 1925-26, . .- - T L T e e
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THE LANDING FTELD AT "MCATUR, GA. A

. In the issue of the Alr Servzce ‘Hews Letter of January 30th there was a story
on the landing field at. Decatur, Gu., extracted from the Atlanta CONSTITUTION,

Licut,~Colonel Churles H. Danforth, A5, .- Air-Officer of the Fourth Corps-

Area calls attentlon to the fact that he pbrsonqlly inspected tnls field. and
conolders it extromely hazardoua for, any type-of service plane; that only planes
operatlng from there are JN4D‘S with 0X5 motors, and;+in his-opinion, it is not
safe for,even,this type of training plane, ~,- . :

4, . a PR . b e e : o e
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RESERVE. OFFICERS PAR? ICIPAmr IN. BIG, CROSS- COUVTRY FLIGHT .

T - 3 B .
The Olst D1v151on Alr: oerv1ce partlcipated in, what 1s belleved to be the
largest cross-country; flight on. record .of -Air, Serv1ce Reserve offlcers inactive
status. The personnelsof,the- fllgh consisted of tho Executive officer of the
91st Division,-assigned from, the. Regular Army,r24 Reserve officers and 3 enlisted
- mechanics, I S X ot
. The 316th Squadron, . of Wthh most of«the above Reserve of ficer- personnel are
.nmembers, left Crissy. Fleld Presidio-of San - Frarcisco,, Calif., . on February 20th,
for Mather Fielgq, bacrame“to Calif., in three fllghts. Headyuarters Flight,
comprising three Delavilands and ene. IN6H,. was made up of the Executive Officer,
91lst Division; personnel of Division Headquarters, and several Reserve officers
attached to the Division for training. "A" Flightyrunder its flight commander,
Captain Eaton, consisted of five Ju&H planps and "B" Flight, under its flight
.commander, Captain Potter, ‘consisted jof five:INS planes.~, " -
;.Weather'canditidnsiwere;vexyxunfavorable.. In facty rain:was falllng .at the
time the squadron left Crissy Field, -and there was a ceillng of approximately:
500 feet for the entire trip across. San'Francisco: and San Pablo Bays.. From ¢
Benisia on to'Sacramento the height. of the céillhg'varled“ at times being =2s high
as 1500 feet. MHowever, in spite of clouds.and internittent. rainy the entire ..
flight arrived at Vather Field- on schedule and 1n -the record tlme for(JN's) of
55 minutes, .
The return flight was made the following-day, with a minimum ceiling of
about 400 feet in the middle of Sacramento Valley. There was, fortunately, plenty
of altitude when crossing San Francloco Bay, and no dlfflculty was experlenced by
‘any of the planes. - - e
- - _Altogether, the trlp wus conceded,to be the best the 915t D1v151on has made
since its organlzatlon. _ . .- = -
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THE NATIOJAL WLIMIJAPION BALLOON RACE
'-‘t'.. x""'"‘”"‘ SRR
The Naxlonal Elimination Balloon Race w111 be held thls year at pt Joseph,
;Mo., on-or-avout iay st. +This.race is. anrannual event for th 28 purpose of select-
ing three teams to ren~ecent the “United’ bta+es 1n the Gordon Bennett Balloon__.T
Race, which is an Ir%ernational contzst. T ) i
”he Secretary of War has autRo¥ized the Army Adr gérvice to enter tWG ‘teams
in this race, The entrants have ,not, ys:, teen selected, The two balioons will
come from Scott Field, Tii., where “4nb Army Air Sérvice maintains its Lighter-
than~Air. School, . ,The Cl«y o‘ bt Josnpn w111 furnlsn the zas to 1n}1§te the
‘ balloons.., .- " i . v -
-The Army Alr 08?"168 WOn +hp Na*:onal Balloon Racetw1ce durlng the PQSt _
three years, largexv as - ‘A Lesu*t ‘of accuzale it ndy of” meteoro]ovlcal ‘cordition
and careful planning of the ”Etﬂllo of the’ inghu. It is believed that’ the partl-
cipation of the Air Service in <this eveént is of mater¢a1 penefit both for the
training of personnel and for xhe developnnrt of equlpment pertaining to ;;gnter«
than-air navigation.
~ ! The balloon;race will be- COnduc*ed under the auspices of the St. Joseph

' Aeronautlc Assoclatlon in, accordance w1§b the‘rules(and re*ulatlons of the Feder«

ation Aeronauthue Internatlonale. A. .- ;s
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POLTCY RTGAR?ING AIRPLANE OBSERVERS )

‘ The. following memorandum, dated Fobruary 27, 1925, was issued bY the Chlef
of Air Service:
~31- - V=5385, A.S.
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"1, TFor sometime the practlce of ratlnc certaln Alr berv1ce officers as air- '
plane observers as been discontinued, The Chief of Air Service has, however, re-
cently approved the.policy of resuming' this, rating in certain sngc1f1c cases'ene
under certain conditions. These conditions may we- briefly outlined as follows:

a. Ho individual shall® be so rated who does not‘hold an Airship or Airplane

' * Pilot:rating.” This rule is 1nflex1b1e and no recommendatlons will be

made to the contrary, = . * i
b,  No man will be so rated untll he has passed the prescribed’ course for

Airplane Observers at the Advanced Flying School.

c, Officers who are unable to pass the prescribed physical tests for pllots
yet who are able to quallfy as observers may be sent to ‘take the : .
course for Aerial Observers-at the Advanced- FlylnF School in order to '
: increase their usefulness in the Air Service. v f - .
d. - Lighter-than-Air officers prior to going' to foreign service at statlons

where no alrshlps are available may-be given this: -course in order that
they may serve as Aerial Observers at overseas stations where there is
a dearth of aerial’ ocbservers, and because it will increase. thelr use-
fulness and be for the best 1nterests of the ssrvice. I

3. The Chief of Air Serv1ce desires’ to personally pass upon each individual
‘ CaSe."' . ) e e o, . R 4

~~=000-~-
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//,-’ o . " SHIPPING BABY ¢ ’HICKS BY AIRPLANE b///\\ ’ o
. . . . . A5 v : :
Making chickens fly is the unusual but profltable occupatlon ei Mr. Parklnson .
of» Australla according to the British aeronautical publicatien AIRWAYS. Mr. o .
, Parkinson clalms to hold the world's:-record for chicken delivery over. long dis-~"
. tances,- and regularly dispatches day-o0ld <chicks to destinations over one thousand
| " miles away via the Western -Australia Airways, He will no. doubt continue to hold

\ tee unbroken record untll the arrival of an "incubator airplane". = % % _ :
L i S ‘ . ===000=-=+ A L SR |
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. Italy's plans for civil av1at10n are now on the point of taking: definite ' -

shape, accordlng to the London TIMES., Four air routes are to0 be opened this® com-
ing summer for the transport of passengers and’ mails, including pavcels_and cer-
tain kinds of perishable goods, as follows: ' ~ T

From Brindisi to Athens to Constantlnople touching at Lemnos en route, total
length 930 miles. R '

Genda 4o Barcelona, total 1ength 403 miles. .

Genoa to Rome to Naples t6 Brindisi, total length 680 miles., R t
‘ - Turin to Trieste, total length 360 mlles. : ' Ly

) beaplanes will be used on all of these routes of Itallan manufacture , and tﬁe_:. g

lines will be run by Italian éompanies, - T

--—000-—-.

.. RUSSIA BUYS AIRPLANES. Lo

It is reported that the Ru881an air program for 1925 pfovzdes for the aCQU‘F‘~
tion of 1030 new airplanes, of which number. 500 are to be built in Ru531a -¢éhiefty; .
by the ‘Russian Junkers Co., 330 are to be ordered from {he Fokker Co.-and ROO frow
several Italian firms, During the first six months of 1924 Russia purchaﬁﬁd abaut
700 modern aircraft in Holland and Italy, )

-

AN ITALIAN WORLD FLIGHT ~ . oo K g;f; .

. It is reported that Major de Plnedo, Chief of the Air btaff in Italy, intef”j,
to attempt a flight around the world, starting probably about May, and that he M
fly an 5. 16 flying boat, fitted w1th a 400 h,p. engine, and will ‘be accbmpanleu G
a mechanic, The route w111 be via Athens, Egypt, the Red Sea, along the soa‘h‘

coast of Asia (India and Burma), Tokio, P&01flc Archlpelago and Sydney, Aﬂs‘fﬁlié*
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. o . BOLL WFEJIL CONTROL BY AIRPLhNES

o Dusting of cotton by a:rpl ne has pasSed cut of the experimental stage, and

the time has appa arently arrived to denonstraie on “’COWFPrClul basis tne efflcacv

of this method of pro-<ecting cotton ageinst bell weevil dampge.
' © Following 2 deronsiration of cotton dusting by airplane last summer at Athens
and Cordele, Ga., under the supervision of the Board of Trustees of the’ Georgia

State College of Agriculture., and which demonstration was attended by 10,0 000 pesple

at Achens. and by 4,000 people at Cordele, the Trustees have now authornaed the

college officiels to carry on further experiments during the seascn of 1925 cn a

suf ficiently extensive basis to devermine the praciicebility of'the plan of pro=
s cedure, A% the request of Dr.B.R.Coad, in charge of the Delta Leboratory of the
United States Governmont, the Hull- ualand Tonpany of Ogdencourg,*N Y., manufactured
the planes used by the governmsnt in the demonsi¢rations mede up to this time. This
company will therefore install thé necessary equi pment end hendle the financial end
of this undertaking.

The following units will oartlvlpqte in this cooperate movement: " The Delta
.Laboratory of the Bureau of Entomology, U.S.Dept. of Agriculture; The State of :
Georgia Department of Agriculiure; the State Board of Entomology, and the Stave
Roard of Health. The headquarters of this undertaking will be established at the
> State College of Agriculture in Athens, with a repair'depot for the planes at
Souther Field, Awericus, Ga. ' : ' - a _

: When the merit of calcium arsenate as a means of weevil control was first -
discovered, the Georgia authorities were smong the.first to undertake to. make an
extensive field tes*t of its practicability: Those concerned naturally hepe that

4 the plen of dusting cotton by zirplane,will prove to be the most eccnomical- and
effectlve method yet devised for the control of boil weevil damage on.a large :
cale, - .

Touchlng on the cotion dusting expewlments conducted by tke U.u.Department of
Agriculture, Dr.Coad states that éxperience has shown that powdered calcium _
arsenzte can be efficiently and effectively distributed over cotton from an air-
plane in such a way that it will control both the boll weevil and the cotton leaf
worm, or Army worm. Following the preliminary experiments of 1922, several thou~
sand acres of cotton were included in zctuel control tests in 1923, and very
satisfactory results were secured which would have been exceedingly profitable on
a commercisl basis. The. three’ seasons' experiments show that under conditlons
favorable for airplane operation the plane possesses many advantages over ground
machinery, and it cen undoubtedly be used to great advantage in the fight egainst

Y the wéevxl. Tt is not adapted, of course, for operation bv the individual-farmer:,
but it is primerily fitted for.eilther contract opsration or by e group of farmers
acting cooperciively. Tests heve shown. thet the cost of equipment for airplane -*%
dusting is sctuslly less than the- cost’ of egquipping for “treatment cof the same
territory with-ground machinery,: ‘Operating costs are generally rather decidedly

*  in favor of the airplené, end it has‘the further greator-advantage of actually
requiring less poison per acre o secure the sawe results than when the ground
machines are used. :

Summurlzang the advaﬂta res of alrplqne dustlng, Mr. G.B POot of the Huff-
Daland Company, gtates' ) .

1, Dusting by plane will afford a saving of from 50 t5 60 percent in the
amount of celcium arsenate recuired to produce the” same result by any other
:means of delivery at present available. -

2. ‘Airplane dusting cen be carried on succesgfu ly in usual day’ winds and
- without the necessity of having the plants wet w1th dow, thpreby ellmlndtlng night
operatlon as requlred in present methods.

3. Dust can be spread 1mmbd1dtely after a h@avy rain and operation is not
held up by inability to use “horses or ground machines in a muddy" fisld, Since ‘the
immediate dusting, af%er rainstorms v of ‘any field which 1s being treated, ig of
the utmost importance in order not t0 lose the benefit of previous applications
the great superiority of the sirplane method at once becomes ev1dent when compared
with the resulting .delay of several days before ground equipment cen be usad,

4. Properly designed airplanes cen auut from 200 to 1,000 acres per hour,
depending entirely upcn size and rplaflve location of flelds t0 be treated, and
i have been successfully operated under all possible conditions. The best cart
me chines, when used under favorable condltlons, will average .ebout 30 acres per .
day or night. - . i :

%, The repidity of alrplanc dusting is invalua eble -in protecting fields where
heavy weevil infestation is unexpectedly dnscovered since it is possible in 2 few
« o =13« V-5385, A.S.




hours to effect control on areas thst would take several days to cover in sny other
way. The point is of even greater importance in army or leaf worm control, whore |
enormous damage will ofton result. from a single day's delay, and must not be over- |
looked in comnection with dusting for bo]l weevil control after heavy' rains, sinte,,
in addition to. the onvortunity for irmedizté operation, it allows the planter to |
regein control in a few hours time, where sevoral days would be required with the:
usual methods, e ‘ .o 5
R Alrplenﬁ control will allow the average'farmer to plent end raise approx- !
imately 33 percent more cotton then he has been able t0° since the advent of the
veevil, by teking the dustlng problem off his hands and giving him +the full use of !
his labor during the whole son for reguler farming work., It ullows him, more-
over, to.reap the direct bone11+ of the Government Experiment Stations for weevil
control, since ezch plane will protect sufficient acreage to command the services
'Of Federal: or State experts to diréct the work. In this way the necessity of -
educatlng end forcing the negro labor to follow the proper method of dusting thet
will gain results is entirely eliminated and the work is placed in the hands of 2
small number of skilled cperators, trained for the purpose. o

7. One eirplane will do +the vork of from f1f+v to seventy-five cﬁrt dustlng
machines, and will cost less in original investment ,. depreciation.and operation.
It eliminates the’ necéssity for night operating equipment end the lebor difficulties
with this phase of the work, removes “the need of feealng and duartering .lerge
nurbers of mules during <he whole yeor when they can only be used to cepacity dur=
ing the few months of boll weevil. .infestation, and reduces equlnment as well as
personnel *o smell, easily cowbroLled units, '

3. The'airplan@ duster is sentially a mobile mdchlne, capable ‘of cruising
from 80. to 100.miles ver. hour ond locﬂtlng gmergency oneratlng beses in practically
every part of the cotton be 1t, and whether controlled by a large plantation or a

strictly commercial dusting cownapy operating ameng the SJall land holders on a +
contract.baé;s,_would always be. available at any spot desired. Excess edquipment,
provided as a sdfeguard zgainst unususl conditions on individual plentations, could
be" eliminated. in this _manner which would rooult in & larpe inecrease in . efficiency
of operatlon.j J/ o S .

-
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'p : GENERAL PATRICK FAVCRS A DEP ARTMENT OF DFFTNSV \/
4 R . -
Preparedneéi is-an esqcntlal Ddrt of a peace. program, with the 1nduqtr al
defensé plans of \the War Depertment forming- the most promising solution to the
‘problem of rapid industrial moblllzatlon was.told members of the National

-

Republican Club of New York by Guy E . Tripp, Chairman of the board of directors of
Ahe Westinghcuse Electric undeg..uo. a2t a luncheon on February 289h :
Other. speakers, including Major Genersl Mason M. Patric C of Air Ser= |

- Yice, Brig.‘ﬁen,'Amos A. Fries, Chief of the Chemical Warfare Serv1ce, ﬂdmlral

: m;:?les P. Plunkett, and Capt G.We.Steele, Jr., commending the a1r1g1ble Los
Angeles,. discussed thn air. fnvestigation, chemical warfare and zerial nav1gatlon.-
Generul Patrick showed « reel of moving olctures, and during the course of his,
femarks stated; - oo : . : " ‘ .

v,/“""You have probably noted thet recently there has been a rood ueal of commotion
in Washington. The Air Bervice has dropped a few bomb¢, the Navy hss fired
several broadsides. Yestérdey Admirsl Sims sailed gayly into the fray. qnd shot”

~off a few of his big guns. There hac besn much discussion of = United '

or S°parate Air Service. I nm convinced that meny people do not know just’ what
this means. Onv‘uolutlon proposed is ¢ separate ‘Department of peronautics. I
-do not think the time. 1s rive for this, nor do I think it ‘the bést solution of
our air defense problem. The overhesd would be too grest snd there “would be lack

_coordlnatlon_on the pvart of the seversl military sgencies upon which we rely

for'our defense. 1L believe in and am strongly in favor of a "Department of
Defénse", with & Secr ~ebary at its heed and under him sub—oec“ot aries for his land
foreces, his. ses forses end his air forces, each of these separate ana dlstlnct
but working together urider the direction of this department head. - .

U fNominally, or conelirutionally rather, the President is the uommandergln-
Chief of all the mwil;r*y forces. In time of pedce he is too busy, has too meny
other things 4o do uo take up the questions thet arise between the Army and Navy.
In time of War he is even more over-burdened. He should have some’ ‘one man upon
whom the; resnons:b1¢1ty for National Defense will rest who can take up all of
these questions, handle them #s far =s possible himself and tdk& to the President
only those whlch the Secretary of Defense cannot - solve." . .
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FRANuE GATNS NEW RE“qus IN AVIATION ‘f/’C

Frence will gain six néw world's records in ‘eviation. if performan0°s
credited to the French pilots M,Doret and M. Descamps are corfirmed Dby the Fode;a-
tlon Aeronautiqus Internztionale Unforuundtely for Czecho=-3lovakia, a country

which:only recently had her name placed on’ the honor roll with four eviation recordc

will lose a1l of them as the result of the nerf01mances of the aforemmntJoroa
French.pilots. The United Staoes w1ll lose one, and the remalnlng one if not a
gain, as it was formerly held Yy a French pilot. With the confirmation of these
$ix records, the United States will hold 53 out of the 78 world"s records made in
heavier-than-air craft, France 19, Denmark 5 and Sweden 1, = .

On December 23rd, M.Doret, flying a Dewoitine D.1C.1 monoplcne with a 300.h
- Hispano-Sufiza engine and 1924 type Lamblin radjator over the Vll]eqauvage-La'
Marmovne-Vlllesauvage circuit of 100 Allometeru, broke the prev1ous speed records
for 100, 200 and 500 kilometers, while carrj¢ng a ussful lcad of 250 ¥Kgs. (570
Pounds). averaging for. these distances 231,392 k,p.h.1144,62 mp“‘, 225.705 K.p.h,
(141,065 mph) and 223,988 kph (139,99 mph), respectively. The records for 100 and |
200 kilometers were held by Sgi. F.Lehky of Czecho-Slovekia, whose average sn@ed
was 226.272 and 202.988 kilometers per hour, respectlvely. Adjutant Feimy. of |
France held the speed rescord for 500 kilometers (196.94 kph) . M.Doret
bettered this mark by 27,048 kph.,

'On December 29th, over the same course, M. Doret attacked, the Qpeed record for
1,000 kilometers (205.06 kph) held by Lt.R. RqHa;rls and Ralph Lockwocd, U.S. Army,
Alr Serv1ce,bend bettered the mark by 16.64 kph, his reccrd being 221.7 k.p.h.

It is reported that ihe Frenchman was deroruuad thh the Medaille Militaire
for thes& performances,

On Jenuary 10th M. Descamps, flying a Delonge T”LC 1, fitted with a 380 .
hp Gnome-Rhone Jupiter Engine, over the Villesauvagsz-La 1 Marmogne tircuit, and
carrying e useful load of 500 kgs. .cowered 100 kilometers et a speﬁd of 206.42
k,p.h. (127,98 mph) and 200 kilometers &t 205.85 kph (127. 61’ mph These two_
records were held by Czecho- Slovakla Cept. J.Kalla holding the. lOO kilometer,
record at 202, 133 kph and Sgt Kaspar hold;ng the ZOO sllometer record at 189. 219
. kph.

It is reported thet M. Descamps is’ preparlng to attack the 500~ kllometer record
now held by Louls G.Meister of the U.u.Aij Air %erv1ce. .
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FLYING DATA OF FIFTH COMP@SITE GROUP IN HAWAII FOR JANUARY

6th Sq.  19%h.Sq. 724 Sq. . 23d 53.,.65th Sa. Totel

Total flying hours . 128:15  153:30  -108:55 138:40- 10:15 540:35
Total hours night flying = 2:20 ~ ~  ° ° 2:49 1:40 o, 649
Total hours inter-Island . 11:50. © 14:10 . 46:26  42:25 «  114:81
Cross country man miles 11,663 . 16,712 28,403 ° 13,225 112" . 70,115
Highest deily average - L - ' S

- ships in. commission S 100% 100% 85%. . 1004 - . 96,2%
Highest monthly average . - S

ships in commission = 85% 98% . 60%. . 100% 85.7%

T 2=2000=-=

CURTIés COMPANY PRAiSEs AIR SERVICE POLIOY ON COMMERCIAL AVIATION

The followxng 1ett@r re001VOd from Mr. v.u‘Jones, Manager of the Curtlss
Exhibition Co., ynder date of lMarch 11+h, is self explanatory;

"In a recent ‘issve of your NEWS, LETTER you publlshed a letter from the Curtiss
Exkibition’ Como&ny 50 General Mason M. Patirick together With his reply with a state-
ment of the policy of =<he 4ir Service in regard to commercial aviation.

Due to the adopticw of this policy by *he Air Service and of a pimilar policy
by the Navy Department, Post 0ffice and Marine Corps, the commercial companies were
eble to send ten machines out of Washington, on March 4th to deliver films and pic-
tures for st least fen diffsrent comoan:es, rllghts were made to hllaqelphia,

New York, Bostoa and Columbus and of ‘the ten mach:nes so used, only one failed o
get through. This machine was. SCthUJ d to go to Chicago and "left’ Wach1ngmon in the
face of a radio from ondsville advising of heavy snows in Weet Virginia. By cut-
" ting south the pilot succesded in reaching Columbub, However,® because of heavy fog .
end rain the ma¢hine-did not meke the trip from.there to Chicaego which would have
necessitated night flying, =15 _ . V-5385, 4.5,
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. We are enclosing & copy of a letter fronzhr.uoupn, Jditor,of Pathe News, which
Pxplﬁlns what he thinks of the service furnished.
cu eIt is hard to estimste how much good the edoption of such a oollcy by the.
. Serv1ces will do in the future to assist the commercial industry but there is no
. duestion but thet it is a big step forward. Furiherwore, the performance ovtnﬂuﬂu
- &hove seems +o JUoLlf} the judgment of ‘General Patrick, Admiral Moffett and Colone
. .Henderson that the commercial 1ndustry ie now in a pos1tlon to handle tklu kind of
_business in & competent menner. 7
Voo We would like to exteﬁd our thenks to the %ervmces throuvn the columns of voU“
; ghlEWS LFTTER and would ‘be glad to -have you use any of this information. to tha+ end,"
" The 18tter of lir. Cohen, referred to in the abova communLCQtlon, is as follow%
"Ny dear Mr., 6nes~”’ : :
' .- Congratulations on- the splendld work of you comnany as well 2s of your_ ofm .
. '80064 self in transporting olr. ‘Inauguration films, ot only can I say this ’frova
'fgeneral know]edge df results achieved but “100 from perqonal experience in the
',fron* cockplt of that little'racer of yours.,' - .
' ) ernsportlng those {ilms from W shington to New York in the: recordwbredklng
N tlme of "one hour and 28" wwihutes is @ recprd worth baing proud of. It is 5 great.
i ;“tep towards m&knnw more feaulble the" dbvelopment of commercial QVldtlon and I am
" quite confident that such achievements. us these will encourage the w1der use of
‘airplanes for quick tranoportatnon, S ~ ; |
- I noted especially and with mi.ch p]ea%ure the careful preparations thmt you
" made to insure ‘speed znd safety on all of ‘the planes thst we used, It 1s thls
‘ chorough oerv1ce thﬂt b peak" ef11c1ent organlzatlon and assures success.

. » -
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"g,U,NITED';{IR"s SRVICE qPONSORED RY PEOPLE IN THE NORTHWEST

There”is no dpnylng the fact the t the recent controversy in Congress w1tb
reference to the question of & separate Alr Service has created widespread interest:
" among the peonle of ‘this country. OQut in the Northwest, especially in the vicinity.
of Beattle, Wsshington, there appears to be a unanimity of opinion on this ﬂubjecﬁ,-
~for we hear thet thousanu of automobiles have stickers pasted on the windshield
reddlng "We want e united Air. Service. Tell your Congressmen about it."

»
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uHANGTS IN STA;IOJ Oﬁ ATIR SERVICE OFFICERS

Second Lieut. Horry William Ccon, Alr Service, was trensferred to the Signal
'porps Feb. 18, 1925, and ordered to Cemp Alfred Veil, N.J. for duty.

Second Lleuto.'W1lllam John’Renn,Jr., and* Uscar Arthur Proehl resigned their
commissions. :

'~ Orders ﬂnnoun01ng n*omotlon of 13t Lieut. Harvey Weir Cook, "Air Service, to
Captain, w1th rank from Nov. 11, were’amended so as to make his promotion effectlve'
hovenber 10th. :

Second Lieut,; Paul Albert Pickhardt, Air Service, trdnofarred to the Infuntry
March 2nd and ordered to Fort Sam Hous ton, Texas, for duty.

Second Lieut, Frederick August Schauss, Air Service Reserve, ordered to active
duty for period of three months with Pursuit Group =t Selfridge Field, Mt.Clemens,
Mich, -

Becond Lieut, Leslie A. Skinner re‘ﬂpve from Brooks Field and ordered to Scott
Field, Ill., for duty. )

. First Lieut. Lelend R.Hewitt relleved from duty ?t B“ooks Field end. ordered to
Maxwell Field, Nontpomery Alz'., for duty.

Orders dlrec+:rv_unpt, Cerl W,Connell to sail from San Francisco on or about
Aprll 14th for Paname' Cinel Zone amended requiring him to sail.on or about M’y loth
- First Lieut, Rex K, Stoner ordered lronxLanpley Field to'Walter Reed General

Hospital , Weshington, D.C., for observetion-and, trestment.

Promotion of 1s% u1put.uhrla+opher William Ford to grade of Capt‘ln w1tb renk
from January 11, 1945, ennounced. ‘

Second Lieut., James Frederick Howell,Jr., tre nsferred to Infantry Merch 2, and:
ordered to duty with 2nd Division, Ft,Sam Houston, Texas. .

' Second Lieut. Ralph Arthur Koch, Air Service, fransferred to Infantry,
effective March 2, and assigned to duty at Ft.Sam Houston, Tex.

Resigne ulon of and Lleut Dannel Allen lerry of his commission accepted by tho

. President. w16 - - ; V-3385 Ad 5% "
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First Lieut. George ‘W. McEntire relxeved from duiy et Kelly Fleld Texas, and
directed to sail on or sbout May l4th next for Hawaii,

Second Lieut, George Anthony Blcher transferred to -Signal Corps, effective
March 5th, :

Second Lieut. Donald D. Rule transferred to ooast Artlllery Corps, effectlve
March 5, 1925, :

Second Lieut, Noah Mathew Brlnson transferred t0 Infantry, effective March £th, -

‘Second Lieut, Robin Bernmard pape transferred to Coast Artlllery Gorps, effecs
tive March 5th.

Following officers relieved from furs Hér assignment and duty at’'Air Service
Advaneced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texdé, on or zbout March 15th, and ordsred to
proceed {0 stations 1nd1Ceted after théir namés: {apt. Ross G. Hoyt to Officze Chief
of Alr Service, Washington, D.C.; 2nd Lieuts. Robert W. Douglas,ir., Charles D.
McAllister and George F. Schulgen to Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich.; 2nd Lieuts,
John K. Nissley, Elmer T. Rundqulst and Archibald Y. Smith to Langley Field, Va.;
<nd Lieut. Don W. Mayhue, Pope Field, ~Ft.Bragg, N.C.; 2nd Lieut. Otto P.Weyland to
Alr Service Detachment ,-Fort Sem Houston . Texeas.

Ceptain Harry Elwood Radeliffe and lst Lieut. Lester Draper Seymour, Air Ser-
vice Reserve, ordered to active duty for period of 15 .dsdys end to proceed to -

McGook Fleld Dayton Ohlo for: training.

-"4"000"""" B ‘
AIR SERVICE PERSONNEL IN WASHIN&TON

Lieut, E.,p. Galnes paid a brief v1slt to the 0.C A S. whlle on a cross—country
trip from Fairfield,

Col. C.G.Hall came over from Lakehurst N.J. on Feb, 28th for conference Wlth
the Chief of Air Service, T

Lieut. Barl S.Hoag returned to duty. from leave of absence, Feb 28th.

Majors C,.L.Tinker and H. C.K‘Nuhlenberg, both on leave, paxd a. brlef v151t here
on March 2nd, = o ’

- Lieut, George W, Goddard reported for temporary duty on March Znd with refer-
ence to photographic matters., -

Lieuts, Leigh Wade and Leslie P Arnold left on March 6th on a lecture tour‘

Major H.C.Pratt departed for Kelly, Brooks, Post and Scott Flelds where he
will confer with the respective -commending officers on training.:

Lieuts. C.B. DeShields and E.H.Barksdale stopped in for a visit whzle on Cross-

country flights,

Lieut. B.E.Nowland reported in on March 9th enroute to Bolling Field, where he
will be on duty,

Lieut «~Colonel Ira- F.Fravel, uhlef of Personnel uho was szck 1n hospital, re-
turned to his desk on March .10th.

Major H.H-U-RlChardS, Chief of the Procurement Sectlon who has been-in Walter
Reed Hospital for several weeks is now able to 51t up, but he ‘will probably be at
the hospital for another month., i

Generel Patrick. delivered a lecture et’ George Washlngton Un1ver51ty. Weshlng~
ton, D.C., March l6th. o . - T : :

 a=t000m-= ' S

LIEUT. ERIK H, NELSON LEAVES FOR THE COAST

Lieut, Erik H, Nelson, one of the Round-the-World fllers. left Washlngton on
the afternoon of March 18th enroute to the Pacific Coast. He was on. leave of
absence. for several months, taklng a well-earned rest after his strenuous around-
the-world aerial, journey. -

Lieut, Nelson's job on the Paclflc Coast w1ll be that of Productlon Maneger
for the Ninth Corps Area, and his hesdquarters will be at Santa Monica,Cal.,tho -
home of the Douglas Aircraft Plant which produced the around—the-world_crulser yana
which has recently secured a contract from the Air Service for seventy-five Corps
Observation planes.’ He will divide his time between the Douglas. Plant and the air-
craft plant of the Boexng Airplane Company, at Seattle, Wash.,. which is workwng as
present on a contract for forty-five pursuit, planes for the Army and Navy, ’

After leav1ng this City, Lieut. Nelson will stop at the Air Service Enginreering
Division at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, for ‘consultation with . the engingering offi-
cials there, and will then go on to Seattle, inspect the. Boelng factory there, &nd
then proceed to Santa Monica and establish his. headquarters. 7
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Langley . Field, Va., ﬁebru*rv l P St

‘The officers basket-ball team journeved. to Fort Fustis end, defeatéd the of-,
flcexq team of the 34th Infantry by the score of 32 to 3. After the game , < !
the visiting Air Service officers. were royally entertained by the 34th Infantry at
the. Officers' Club at .Fort Bustis, .-It is one of the -first -attempts of the two
posts to become better, acqualnted, and Langley Fie 1d is to be the host to th9134tn
Infantry in a.return gamen- R SR

'-'..,.,( 5 T -‘ -
. - : : S S
_Alr-Serv1ce,ch 1cal bchool. S . 1‘5_5- .g;-_q»y [ o R

~

* o 4 2 £} -yt . b
Durlng tho nast week the Offlcero and Lnlluted pllo+s of the Alr Serv1cex .
Tnctlcal School flew 47 hour anﬂ .55 minutes despite ;nclement weather end two e
Anspec+1ono, hhlch Kent the plloto from flyi ng ithree. days.lﬂ- e
‘ On February lath the Pathe eambraman came to this Field to teke plctures~of
-%he planes end personnel. .The School took an active part in this -on account of the
dlfferent types of ships. ueed 1n tr°1n1n snd c*oes—country work for the School
Offlcers.
Corporal Angell, one of the enlisted pllots of the School whlle on & cross-
country to New York crushed at Smithtowm, L.I.,. due,to dense fog and motor trouble.
The plane was completely washed out, but the pilot and passenger were unhurt.

oL Lo e

11TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON:

'J‘_(,vlg-".“,_ .. v . S . -*’ .‘_'" [ .nvv‘,)‘a: . . 1

-

‘Lieutenant Collins madé & cross-country trip to Cumberland, Md.. = ..z -..¢
T N I P BT SO PO A
19TH AIRSKIP COMPANY : o A AP

. - N » N .
e, On Februery lﬁt%, a.iree balloon fllght wa 'made at thlu,stat;on by ngut. Col
A.u.ﬁlsher, Major P.E.Van Nostrand Lieuts, J.P. Tewple and W.Reed. The balloon ;-

took,of f 11:30. A.M., -and. lended, -t rranklln Va., mbout. 3:35 PuMo - ovem 3¢
The Airship "TC-4" left about 3:15 P.M., to brlng the- balloonists; back to--the
field,. but.due, to the, .poor visibility the, balloon could not be located. '

e Conolderable flylng was; done, by- the Alr ship "TC-4", On,February. l7th, 21
fllghts were made, bring the1totuljfor the month up,to, over 50t f1ights and over, 30
hour s which-1s.2 good average, for, ,Lighter-than- Alrcraft for. this time of, the year.

"*. & - &

.5OTH , 0BSERVATION SQUADRON: . 1o gy s Taes ® g n oo it o e A o
. N ’ . ..’.1 F'g A;
ey : . The 50th Squagron pertici:pated in a mission in-conjunction w1th the. Coast
Artillery Board at Fortress Monroe, The Boerd reports thet this mission was very
succesfiil. inaiding them with: their test of. instruments... A Radio M1951on in con-

nection with. the_Navy. Redlo Station. at Norfolk ;was not very successful because ofr ¢

default in the Airplane Radio set. N AT SR
. Our "Cloud. Scrapers” made “two.cross-country hups $0 BollJng Field over: the wec
end., Both returned without any mishaps. PR T S T

Captain Galloway devpsrted for e few days to-Baltimore.
The Squadron basket-ball team is still on the winning side of the fence end it
is honed that they Wlll contlnue to remsin there._
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2OTH BOMBARDMFNT SQUADRON N ; ' . T
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. Lleut Welker Af‘.,'the new- squddron Englneerlng Offlcer,_ls belng kept busy
seeing that all " ‘the: ¢hanges “equlred By- récént ‘Technical Orders are’ carrle& ‘out on
all the 20th Shlps. The mein obs tacle is, in procurlng the partP to make thc ‘neces
sary changes. D S Lo T s
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- ‘Majér Oscar Wes tover, vommandlng Offlcer of LangleyeFleld "made, three crosajf
country trlps to‘Waohlnoton D.v., durlng the past week flying the Ardmont ship
-which hag been used by the varlous Commandlng Offlcers of thls fleld for the past

fouf years. Saroe .o et e : o L

f e MaJOE‘Harms, Executlve Offlcer, made a cross-country fllght to W&shlngtonv_,ﬂ

in’ the 'C,0.4 over ‘the- week—end B t -7 AR f o vt i
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‘Lieut, Wilson started on the Model Alrways last week but was unfortunately
forcéd down st Evensville, Vest Virginie, demaging the shln'do gome extent. It is
belrg shlppeu back to this station for zepblro. :

. We are very -sorry to -see Staff Sergeant Bush; depart from this. organlvatlon
for & tour of ‘foreign service in the Philippine’ Islands., Staff Sgt. Bush has 27

years of service, znd i1s a very comnetent non- commissioned officer,. and to him we,

glve the best of wishes and a bon voyage.

Langley Field, Va, February 26.

~AIR.SERVICE TAC TIGAL sgRooL: i N SR

.

s - Durlmg the past week the Air Serv1ce “actlcal School flew scveral photographlc
missions under the’ dlrectlon of Lieut.. U.W.Pammond, of -Chanute Tleld :the- stud§?t
officers d01ng the photographlc work. : “

© . It'is with much regret that we announce the death of Mess sprgean+ Theodore M‘
Toelle, of this organization, on February 23d, Sergeant Toelle was one.of the best

:liked men in the organlzatlon ,ana the Squadron mourns "the.loss of € true friend’

and ‘comrade. He wds burled in the Natlonal Cemetary, Phoébus, Vai; Wlfk fU11
Military ‘honors. "

11TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON: : ' , .

. Lieut. Collins returned.from Cumberland; where he assited Lieut. Brady to .
complete his flight to Sclfrldde. A

19TH AIRSHID COMPANY.

During the past week the 11ttle flylng whlch was done 1ncluded regular traln-
ing end routine test flights. The usual act1v1tles and. routlne weré.tarried . on-at’
the Gas Plent @nd Compsny Area. '

LIE . R

20TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON: .. - -

Grehtly to the surnrlse of all ‘it hes been discovered that thére is Nis storie |
ability and’ theatrlcal managlnc end directing genius, per exeellence, ‘zmong both
the officers and Enlﬁsted personnel of the 20th Bombardment Squedron. " On the night
of St.Valentine's Day, February 14, three very interesting end appropriste -acts
were given at the Officers' Club, in conJunctlon with their dance and masguerade,
and it should be known that most of the wotk was done by OfflcPrS and‘Enllsted mPn
of the 20th, : L '

To begin with, th° first act Wthh was nresented was entltled a "Lesson in
Flying", a dialogue, with very ‘much’ actlon ‘presented by Capt. Hale and Lleut.
Grishemn, Capt. Hele, of course, .is our Squedron Commander while Lieut.’ '
Grisham, now assigned to Group Headguarters, -is originally & 20th” Squédron officer
and’ &s he still flies from our ‘Squadron-we con81der him.a 20th Squedron Officer,
The lesson in flylng whiéh "Major Dumbjomn™, ' (Lt.Grisham), obteined from "Hard
Boiled Willie", (Capt. Hiéle), brought forth from the audience meny guffaws and —
laughs, The make-ups of both officers were splendld end ‘the pstter whlch they
bellowed forth was reeklﬂg with orlfln«llty and 901nu9d w1t.

. * . -

SOT% OBSVRVATION SQUADRON:.

The past week found us confrontad WLth d“lly mornlng and - afternoon m15510ns
with' the Coast Artillery and Navy. Our. buzv%r pq?pero developed numerous flnger
muscles and sores. - The 59 and 73 ‘sets - dld/éutr on all flights and not one Tailure
was reported. Qur noted contemporarles, the 59th Squadron use the battle ery of ~
BOOST, BOOST, BOOST but .We 2o them one better and cry STICK, STICK, 'STICK, for thgt
is the only adhesive tepe thst brings results to the red and Blue fl‘ty flftys.

While we do not wish ‘to enter  the sutomobile business we can’ boast that our
Aerisl Cog'ches mnde their weekly cross-country flights., Lieut. Whiteley rambled of"
to Bolllna in . Slippery Seven and after one day's sojourn decided-: that Lengley
Field - still offers = safe refuge from the vamping damsels. Lieut. Kauffman trotted
forward and back to Bolllng Field in Rellable Two.. Capt. Gallowvay decmded his olﬂ’
haunts in Rlchmond needed rev151t1ng, so on Friday 20th, he pulled our Sacred Cow
from its berth and made the jourhey in nothlng flat. Whether the trip weas in queot
of more recruits or to discover what the_ new tobacco market had in store, we cannot
state, but his countpnonce was marked w1th smiles, so it is allright with us.. It
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takes only 14 faciel muscles to smile and ab 10 grouch, 50 the outfit Jmlled when
ordered.to convert #8 into s&n Alrway ship. : .

' Sprlng is here by the looks of -things about the Squ dron. All the bovs are
giving their Autos 2 coat of spring paint. Lieut. Foster was also ¢aught
house cleaning-and painting his "RED COW". Sgt. “Speed" Smith, the Aﬁ 0 - Surgeoh
1s busy these days with motor operations, - _

58TH SERVICE SQUADRON ' (RS)

The uommandlng Officer returned from a businsss trip to Washlng*on, and Lieut.
Wilson also mede a report on his Airway trip, and his unfortunate forced landing at
Evansville, W.Va., which read as follows: "Was_forcsd down by being lost on
account of fog, and snow, visibility being very bed, caused me to select a decent
looking location, which proved otherwise, as, landing gear struck the ground, ran
into a fence which .was covered with snow, it geve away, which resulted, with severe

- damsge t0 both lower wings, radiator and vropeller,"

' Lieut, Drumm was also forced down on the 01d Camp Hill 51te, near Vewport News.
on February 24th, by dense fog, no domage was sustained other than brezking off.
landing gear fittings. Repeirs were made and plane returned to this station with-
out mishap, . . . ) .

59TH SERVICE SQUADRON:

First Lieut, Bertrandias returned on the 24th, after, a short leave, and took
over the duties of Kngineering Officer. : :
Due to the large amournt of enlisted men belng discherged per expiration of
. service, there are quite a few vacancies in the lower rrades of non-commissioned
offlcers, as well as Sp601allst rg tlngs.

Pove Fleld Fort Bragz. N.U., March 9. T . .

News from Pope Field?

Just at.present most of us are wondering about a forced landlng which Lieut.
Glen T+ Lampton reported yesterday, March 8th. His telegrdm reporting the incident
stated that a connecting rod had.been thrown, through the crank case and he had made
a landing near Jacksonboro, Soutn Carolina. vhe ‘stated the plane and occupants
were intact, that it wes impracticable to change motors and that he would have the
plane hauled about five miles w;th'ﬁuieS'and then -shipped to Pope Field. He mus%
have been very lucky to get -the plene down without damage, for the section of the
country where the forced landing was mede is one in which emergency landing fields
ere few and far between. Private Albert E.Bowers, 2nd Fhoto Section, Lengley Field,
who "is on. temporary duty here, was with Lt. Lampton and they were reuurnlng from a
week end cross-country to Jacxsonv1ile, Florida.

Some 1nterest1ng visitors stonped over at the field about a week ago
when ‘Lieut. Tex Rogers of the Marnne uorp and Lieuts. Hunt, Snrogue and Braner, of
the Nevael Air. Service, dropped 1n, enroute for Paris Islend. hey had Just cont
pleted their testimony before the: Aircraft Inveotagaulon Board and their up-to-the-
minute news of what was going on.was th;emely interesting. . One of the D.H.'s in
which they were making the trip developed & cracked cvllnubr when they started, and
as & result, Lieut's. Hundt and Sprague h4d the .ple ssure of entertaining us for a
couple of more days while the others went on to Paris lsland.

It must be that the information that erxcellent mechanies are at Pope Field has
been spread fairly well for.it is a regular occurence to have & plane f{ly in here
bwdly needing repair. Master Sgt. Dean and his "flx—em—qu1ck" crew have been
regulurly employsd dur*rg the, winter keeping “the v151t1ng planes moving. Major
Lewis H. Breretcn was the -latest to profzt in ‘this way. The Najor arrived Saturday
from Langley Field enroute to Ashville, N.C.,, and his plane was percolating so u
poorly upon arrival thei- he borrowed gne- Gxthe Pope.Field reliables and left the
Langley Field plane to ke put into condition. .

Hunters at Pcre Field have leid away.’their guns until next fall after = felrly
sucécessful seascn. The quall shootidg was below pap due to the heesvy rains during
the nesting sesson last.: spring but there were still enough 4o provide fair shooting.

" It was in Turkey shooting that the'Air Service brought home the honors.
Hunters are limited to one turkey per séason on the reservation but several of the
men managed to get permission fron lénd owners to hunt off the reservetion end. added
to their string. Sergt. Hall and Private ILloyd, both exvert turkey hunters, had -
‘the best record end accounted. for sevén before the season closed. Lieut. Holden
accounted for one on the reservatlon and another "off limits"., The turkeys had a
<20~ - - - V-5385, A.5.
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fine breeding season lsst spring and another one this year will see the Fort Bragg
_resservetion one of the finest turkey pvreserves in this sectlon of the counitry .

B
»

. *WJlbqrwaightvFiéld,IF&irfield,-Ohio:vfeb..27.v .
. ' oL R ‘ oo - - :
~ Owing to continued unfavorable weather, -Airways flights, have been curtailed
to some extent. .Even the Air Mail pilots have been Torced to cancel some of their
trips. The lest regular trip wes made by Major H.J.Knerr. Lieut.,Leon,Efﬁhaﬁoﬁ_
is scheduled to leave on the next trip and hopes to start as soon as the Weather
hes cleared. wo + % 5. . 0 e L oo - PO
~  Mr..George Dieffenbach .of the Washington 0ffice, who has been connected with
the Procurement Division for .several  years, spent ithe past three or, four weeks. at
the FieldService ‘Section, .. ..o ~ . o - . bVl N
. Several officers from Wilbur Wright*Fieldhave been. st gelfridge-Field -in con-
. nection with. their winter .maneuvers. - Lieut. L.H.Dunlap flew to Selfridge on Feb-.
ruery: 10 in-'a Martin-Bomber carrying sbout 2000 pounds of supplies «from the Su?Ply
_Depot. Lieut, C.A.Cover made a brief trip, end slso Lieut. G.V.McPike. Captain -
“Henry Pascale sccompanied by Pvt. inderson of -the .83th Squodron has been .at that
_Field: for the ‘past-weék.- Coptain Pascale has a Martin Bomber with. him which <18 .~
used. for transportetion purposes in connection ‘with the maneuvers. - e v
Recent visitors to this station were .the following: Lieut. Jemes Parker of -
Schoen Field Feb. 12th; Major Benj. G.Weir, C.0. of Marshall Field, with Lieut.
Paul H.Kemmer Feb. 12th; Lieut. A.L.Johnson from Chanute Field February 23rd; -and.
Lieut, John:DeF:fBanker:frbm‘Aberdeen,'Md.;;February 184k enroute to Chanute Field,
bringing with him three enlisted -men .to enter the Air Service Technical Schools
The following cross-country flights were made from this station: Lieut. H.A.
Bertron and Major'A,W.Robins’to tolumbus, Ohio, Feb, 19th in a (0-4, returning the
‘same dey; Lieut., E.P.Gaines with Sgt. Heinye to: Columbus, Ohioy Feb. 19th on &
photographic mission; Lieut. G.B.Rodgers to Langley Field, Feb. 19th, taking 2
metsl DH which had been remodeled in the shops; Lieut. Kenneth Garrett to Mitchel
Field Feb. 23rd, ferrying 'a :JNS1 which was overhauled in the shops under the direcs-
tion of Capt. Edwin Laughlin, Engineer Officer, - . '

B The Wilbur Wright Welfare Assn. gave their first deance Feb. 20th at.Side Slip
Ind, to which the entire 'post wes invited. Mr. Edwin Eglekraut was chairman of the
pommittee‘which“afranged‘this delightful effair., ' . T Cn

' The Wilbur Wright Reserve Officers'. Assn, held a meeting Feb. 19th and arranged
a progrem of work. for the coming mohths. . oot

Crissy Field, Présidio of San Frenciscos Celif., February 28.

Flying missions during.the»month of;ngfuary inc1uded the following: . ot
Formations, Cross-country flights, message dropping,; photographic missions,; recon-
nzissance flights, precision adjustments on the smoke bomb rengs, radio missions,
aerial gunnery, picking . up messeges from the ground, Infantry. liaison, -cemera gun,
camera obscura, parachute. jumps, anduArtillery=observatibnSPat the -Presidio of !
Monterey. - S . L e . - _

. In spite of 4hé fact thet there was = great deal of reiny. weather during the
short month of Februery, 150 hours of {lying.was verfermed. o
_TThe following subjects were ‘tuken up in-the class room (classes. attended by
all officers snd all non-commissioned pilots): Precision:sdjustment, camera -
obscura, supply methods, radio; parachutes., Infantry observation and tactics ofy
Bf.ll ar'm'sf.f e s _. oy ¢ - : - ot . .o
" Clesses were conducted for all non-tommissioned officers in Field Service
Reguletions and Supply.*' = . -+ - - ' ‘
-+ In addition to %h@Lflying performed during good weather, all officers and non-
commissioned, pilots sttended trapsshooting cless, - : NV
. A series of lectures given at the-Presidio covering.all brenches of.the ser-
vice continued throughout the month, all Crissy.Field officers attending same, - The
following subjects were .covered during the month: . Coast Artillery, Field Artillery,
Civil Disturbances esnd Martizl Law, Rail and Water Transportation, Standardization
of Motor Equipment =nd Troop Mofement’by truck., , .

"Herd Luck Johnny" Bénton has been receiving congratulatious of the entire

Command (No, it's not what you think -- hé has two now). The Chief Surgeon of the
" Air Service relented, and granted a;Waivér. +Said, weiver reached LieutﬁwBenton about
the middle of the month and, except“§or=bad weather during.a great percentage of -

i
- »

the month, Johnny would probably have run our total flying hours to .an.unheard of.
figure for February. -Good wepther having apparently set in for & stretch, we have -,
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oiled up the o0ld Yiscuit gun and are prepew ed to do a rnfuellna in the &zir stunt.
In view of the fact that Lieut. Benton is Assistent Operations Officer, we hope
vthet he will be generous-enough 1o allow the rest of us to fly a few oi the

' 81onu'wh11e his enthuuldsm is at it's helyht

3

Hﬁrs. 2nd Div. Alr Servmce, Biggs Fleld El Paso, Temas, March 2d . e

" The following cross- country flights were made at this station during the weék:
~"Lieuts. Douglas, Weddington,.(lark, ‘Smith and Sgt. Tyler on formation .flight
to  Tucson, Ariz.,with Capts. Bender and Johnson and Lieuts. McClymond, H.L.Smith
“and Neill (ORu) as observers; Sgt. Plerce to Tueson, Ariz., and return on Feb,«
23rd; also to Tucson. the following day, returning the 26th; Sergeant Tyler to
' Tucson Ariz, February 24th and return .the following day, anéd to Silver City, N.M.,
and return<n3ﬁeb R6th., Lieuts. Dougles and Neill (ORC) to Douplas and Tucson,
APlZ-s and: return Feb, 26th; Sergeant Pierce to Marfa and Dryden Texas, .end return
March 2nd, ferrying Privete Laird to Marfa for duty and ‘tzking bupplies to Dryden.
Private Rodine was Sgt. Pierce's passenger on return trip; Lieut., Weddington to
Tucson, Ariz., March. 2nd, ferrying Pvt. Braswell for duty there end bringing back
Pvt. Pofahl; Sgt. Tyler to Tucson and return March 2nd for flying Pvt. Cerruth
‘there’ to overhaul a ‘truck; MaJor Heffernan and sgt. Wllllamson to Douylas, Ariz.,
cend return Feb. 26th.,. . - . ot
' Privete John W, White was dlscharged from the service Feb, 22nd and Prlvate
George E.Hand Feb. 24th Pvt. McGaugh left Feb, 21st on two months'. furlough;
Lleut . H L Smlth, Mcflymond and u.l Smlth, Roqerve Corps, nleft for thelr homes.,

L

. 1 t

Alr Serv1ce, Tennessee Natlonal Guard Fobv‘ 8th.

*

Slnce the Ground dog appeea red and did. not see his shadow. the' pAlr Service of
the Tennessee National Guerd. are prep?rpd for & very busy Spring and summer season,
« <80 far this month we have been favored w1th excellent weuther nnd o great deal of--

flying: has taken place,. . ’ . ,

* One of the most' novel thlngs taken up by the %quadron this year was the ™ -.
‘orgenization of a baskét ball team which has played games at several of- the towns
within a radious of 150 miles of NdSthlle.‘ in every town a 'great deal of pub-
11c1ty was given to the fuct thst the pir Serv1ce team will arrive via plane., In
this way we have secured a- great amount of publitcity. In addition to locating’
fields at such places as Bowllng Green, Kentucky, ulaPkonlle, Lebanon, Martin,
Murfreesboro, and Columbia,. Tennessee. On Februcry 18th this’ c1ty wes. favored
- by a. visit from the British Ambassadors, Sir Lsme Howard, who cams ‘down here in con-

. nection with the uentennlal Anniversary of Peabody’ College. ‘The 105th.Squadron
flew & six-plane formation in his hondr arr1v1nﬁ t tho Vollege & feW'mlnutes be—
fore his cer drove up. ' o '

The Squadron is sponsorlng lecture’ and nwtlon picture of the world flight,
bringing Lieutenant John Hardlng and Mr.Lowell Thomao . A great deal of-preparation
was given to this project and it is hoped thet = consldereble amount of money w1ll
be realized for the Squadron Fund. )

Captain T.C.Jetton. returned to Nqshallle after completlng the course for
National Guard officers at Brooks hleld San’ Antonlo, Texas. The Squadron: will
again be represented at Brooks Field in the new Cadet class ‘opened March 17th.

Three men from the Squadron, Sergeants McKenz1e,_Pr1ce and hussej will: report-to the
Commznding Qfficer as membérs of the new class. :
We are glad at this time to make two.very favor dble announcements, at least
what we consider such,- The first one-is in, repard to the arrival of the equlpment
for 165th Photo Section,it is needléss to say that the. arrlval of 1ts Initial '
Allowance will greatly: stimulate thef ‘interest. end morule.of this organization. ‘It
_ should be practicslly ready to function. when the new field is opened. The’ second

' announcément is in regsrd to the new Alrdrome at Nashville whlch 'should be opened

. not later then Septeﬁber lst, '
Bolllmz Fleld ~D C.vi\ﬂar‘ch 12th. “j - e -

. e ' ‘

N " The Selfrldge Field Pursult Group departed from Bolllng Fleld en masse at 10:00

AWM., March 9th for their home station, Selfridge Field, "Numerous citizens turned
out to wave them farewell, Thé planes were serviced and pllots accommodated with ~
maps, equipment- and other essentials- in record time-, “under the superv151on of
Lt. L.J.Meitland, Operations Officer. Thé pilotsiwere: Major Lenphier, Commanding,

w20 . V~5385, A5, :
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Lieuts, Whitehead, Pettis, Hurd, Lyons, Johnson, Minty,
, Rich, Hunter =nd Netthews cnd Staff Sergeent Manning., The fours-
with all motors roaring, they

and were off for the »utomobile

Couptuin Tillinghast, I
Meredith, Ellis
teen P.W.8's presented an unusual spectacle as,

S

taxied along the ground .for & few feet
city in formetion, :

Mg jor Westover, Commending Officer of Langley Field, -
on Monday arriving with Lieut. McKiernan in 2 C.0.4, with Major Bowen ¢

With the unoffie¢izl sdvent of Sprlng the off;cerb cn duty =zt the office,
of Air Service are popplng over fortheir "regular and fregquent fligits" in no
mean menner. The operctions board is well merked with the namss of cofficers on
duty at the Chief's office st the close of each day. Hany 6f +he "desk pilots" are
taking adventage of the besutifully clement weathe" to make cross-ccuntry flights
to Mitchel end Langley Fields.

Lt. Burgess, the Model Airway Radio Control Officer, departed on 2 scheduled
-airva‘o flight at 10:00 A.M., Monday. The flight covers Langin, Fairfield, Mclook,

Selfridge, t“ageley,‘\,hanu‘t;o, Scott, Bowman, 0'Neal, Norton, Cumberland and Bolling
Fields,

, nosed up

pzid this station a visit
as passengern.
Chief

-

o
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Information DlVlSlOH R S o — Munltlons Building,
_A:Lr Service . , e Ap'!“il'- 2, 1925 7 . Waohlngton D.C,

“he purpose of this letter la to- keep the personnel of the Air berv1de both
in Washington and Ain the .field, informed as to the activities of. the Air. Serv1ce
- in general and for release to the public press. R . .

" . . oo [ . v - 000=ewm- i L )

s " . L W - V . . .': ¥ [

; '_ S ThE SELFRIDGL FIELD TO MIAMI FLIGHT . . C e

o The mOst outstanding’ feature ‘of thls fllght was the fact that for the tirst
time in the history of aeronautlcs tWelve planes flew 2900 mlles at an average .
-.speed af 130 miles, an hour. o S .
.. HMajor Thomas G Lanphler Commandlnv ‘officer- of the Fllpht submltted a brlef
story of the fllght many features .of which were overlooked by "“the pres§ ow:.n«7 to
the-much published.dawn to dusk features of the flight. Ma;or Lanphier states that
while in Washlngton the. ‘Chief of Air Service expressed the desire ‘that the fllght g
should ‘again ‘be attempted, and a ,second attempt may be made ‘in Aprll so that- 1t
would- not -interfere with any part of ‘the tralnlng program of the First Pursuit.
Group, -As the days are becoming longer it is believed that with favorable weather
no difficulty would .be’ experlenced in gettmng the planes through in one day. X

-~ The pilots partlc1pat1ng in the flight, in addition to Major "Lanphier, weref
Lieuts, Thowas K. Matthews, T.E. Tillinghast,. Cyrus bettls‘ J. Thad Johnson,
Alfred 'J, Lyon, Sam L. Ellls Ruesell L. -Weredlth Leland C. ﬂurd E V. Whl@ehead,
. Clyde K. Rich and RK.J. Mlnty‘ : )

. The total lapse of time for the fllght was eight days. The- planes were in
the air four - days «of this time.. rr'here was one day's.rest at Macon, .Ga., tne at
Miami; Florida, one at langley Field, Va.,; and one at Washington, D C.

‘ Never bofore in the history .of aeronautlcs have so many planes undertaken"
such ‘great. distances and aceompllshed them in such.a short space of tlme. The
total flying timeé for.the twelve planes between Détroit and Miami, a’distance of
1300 miles, was 9% hours, showing that had. the proper, facilities been provided
at.‘the stopplng po;nts the trip. could ea31ly haVe been made durlng the davllght
‘hours of one day.,

.~ One-of the. remarkuble fects dcmonstrated by this’ fllght “was the- rellablllty
of the modern airplane. - The planes used in this flight ‘were the latest type -
Pursuit plane which this Government owns. They are ctalled the Curtiss Pursuit
plane, built in the summer of 1924 and delivered to’ the Gove?nment in August last.
’ Magor Lanphier's story of thé flight is as-followsy ..

" Pwelve p1Anes of the Flrst Pursuit GroUp stationed at Selfrldge rleld Mount

Clements, Mich., completed at four o'clock Honday afternoon, March 9, 1925, the
fvlongest fllght ever made by that numb&r of planes. The total dlstance covered by
these planes was 3VG4O mlles, The distance was covered in 21 hours and 55 minutes
‘flylng time: '

* These planes took ‘of f from Selfrldge Fleld on “the mornan of February ’Sth
just belovre dawn and landed at Uilbur ‘iright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, over 200
miles distant, in"1 hour® and" 30 minutes, - The -only ‘serious mlshap of. the fl;ght
took place at thls field when'in landlng -the landing gear of Lieut., Whitehead's
'plane struck a road and the 'pléne -was 'so *damaged that it was necessary to send
for’ replacement in order ‘for him to-continue the trip.i.: : .

Some delay was ex}crleneed at Ddyton. in‘ getting the planes started ow1ng to
the extreme cold weather ‘the temperature belng at that time 160 above zero. The
departure from_ Dayton was made-at 10:55 and the fllght then headed for Macon,
Georgia, over a rnew route connectlng ‘Daytor with the South, : _

" After leaving the Ohie Rivei ’'thé ‘country over.which the planes flew became
very rough and in Tennessee very»mountaanus. The route chosen by the flight
took 1t around +the foothllls of the Cumberland Mountains in Tenmnessée. through
passes on both sides of which hlgh mountains extended far above the altitude at
which the plhnes were flylng. The . atnpsphere on this part of the flight was very
hary due to low barometric pressure ‘and dense smoke which was caused by numerous .
forest fires in thé mountains in'that . vicinity. The flight on this 'part of the
* trip was blazing a new trail, None of the pilots had ever flown over that.section
of the country. ‘Georgia from the air ‘presents one of the, most forblddlng land-
scapes for an aviator than practically any Statein the Unlon There is very,
little level country in the northern part of the State and practically all of the
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land is heayil ded ing_ fields betwee the- Ohio River end aco, G&: wed
§0 rare as 15 % ﬁmos Eggg le. Owing to @he fact that dlstlnctlve’lund; A S

for 1nstance railroads, are very few in that section-of the - country the compase -
course was flown almost exclusively, ::The -last real check which the™ fllcht had - Ne=f
on the Tennessee River. After leaving that river it was necessary to rely upen " R
the GOmpess almost entlrely until reaching Macon, Ga.
. Uhen the” v1v1n1ty -of ‘Macon was ‘reached, no dlotlnguluhlnu 1andmarks appeared
whic¢h “could+*give the pilots assuranee- that they-were ‘near wacon, Therefore < in- f~§.»
order to meke certain that no time would be 1ost. the Fllght Cormander 1anded and
found that the flight was within 40 ‘miles ¢f Macon and practically on its course.
Some twenty minutes was lost .on this account. While. the Fllght Commander Was on
the. ground the remainder of “the flight circled in formation overhead. The flight
was 1mmed1ate1y resumed and landed at Macon at four o ‘clock., )

" During this’ ‘entire- leg of the fllght head winds were " encountered at all alti-
tudes up- to 8,000 fcet. For a great ‘part of the flight it was found: that between .
6,000 and 8 000 feet. the head winds were not so strong and “therefore, shat ‘alti=-
tude was malntelned until the haze became so “thick. -it- was - necessary to descend tO
S 1ower altitude in. order to keep in contact with the around.~-

o Owing to the. lateness of the hour of landing at Vacon and the- facét that the
fleld at Miami. was unknoWﬂ to everyone exoept +the Fllght Commander and also in’
view .of the fact that heavy rains were reported in southern Georgia and northern 2
Florida, . it was decided to remain dver at. ‘Macon fnd.not attempt o0 ¢ontinue- the.
flight, which.would have, necessitatéd fiying at might during “the last part of the’
 flight and-landlng at a strange Tield after: ‘dark; . This- de01310n was arrived’ at

by the-Flight Commander after oonslderlng ‘the: above: facts and’ feellng ‘the respon-
sibility that the lives of the meh’ who were’ With. him rested in his hands and. ‘that.
he oould not ‘'excuse himself for any undue rlsk that they mlcht undergo oy 1andlhg
at Miami after dark, ~ - '

The next day, being Sundey, wag! employed in tunlng up the ylanes -and - gettlng
them réady ‘for the remalnder of ‘the.-trip, The flight took off Trom~ Macon at-9:30
a.m, .Monday, March 2nd, and made ‘exeellent nrogress awing to the fact -that, a
strong north wind was blow1ng at about'3 ,000. feet _In fact, the flrst hour: out of
Macon the.flight covered 215 mlles. ' . o

At Jacksonv1lle Florida, the weether began to get thlck The - course of. the
flight from Jacksonv1lle led over. ut Augustlne 10-the Atlantﬂc Coast, thence -déwn
the coast: to Miami. At Daytona a ‘severe rain was encountered, forcmng the planes
dovin to- an’ altitude: of . 200. feet and from‘that p01nt to Palm Beach the pléanes .were
flying contlnuously,ln a. heavy troplcal dowripour. ~ Al palm Beach the wegather clear-

‘ed and when we sighted, Miami, 3 hours and 30" minutes af+er we had taken dff from
JMacon, the. skies. were clear and the much ‘boasted sunshine’: of Southern’ ‘Florida was
' smlllng upon that city. - After maneuvering for a short tlme over the Clty of Miami ‘
the fllght ‘landed at Hialeah Field, fidami, 0 Tt {
" “Upon landing the ‘pilots were. 1nmwd1ately reoelved ¥y a oommlttee of the
Chamber of Commerce of:Miami .and also a committee represehtlnc the City of Detroit,
-headed by Commodore Schantz and “Gar Wood of that citys -The pilots were immediat ely
taken to the Jockey Club:nearby, given a luncheon and invited to attend the races.

Outt- stay at Miami was most’ dellghtful. Everythlng .possible was done ‘for our
ertertainment., Weé attended.a dinner.dance at the Gables, Country ulub on Monday ;
night, On ‘Tuesday, after -devoting the morning to’ “working.on. our. ships . and getting ;
them in shape for the:lreturn flight, some of the officers attended .the races in
the afternoon and-some went: for "a . speed boat rldexln Gar Wood's: "Baby Gar . 1In ‘the ‘
evening we ‘attended- a 3a1~1a1 game, - Afterwards we attended a.cabaret and. danoe.i |

‘ On-Tuesday nerning telegraphic orders ‘were received from the-Chief of Air
Service directing the flight to proceed o ‘Augusta, Georgia, .on Wednesday and
from there to Langley Field, .Vai, on Thursday, ‘March-5th; in order to be. présentJ
forvan antiaaircraft'demonstratlon to ‘be-held at Langley. Fisld ¢n the 6thy =~

“iach loath to leave Mismi, the -flight took off from §ialedn Field at twelve
o'élock, .March 4th. .-After’ formlna the twelve planes manbuvered over. the City of
.. Miami dnd Miami Beach and. thlrty mlnutes later headed north. for Aucusta, Ga-,'i -
jjalong the’ beach. At Daytoha Beach Lieut. -Rich developed sllght netor troub]e end

"landed.=-”he rest of the flight’ cont inued on-to Augusta and landed there after-
~.belng four hours.in the air, The. distance covered on, this leg was 550 ‘miles Tbev
_stay at’ Auausta'efforded the pllots an- oppOrtunlty‘to rest after Jtheir . eroxuou:
time at” Mlaml.;‘”he fllght waited the next day until twelve o! 'clock for Tdaut, LJoh,
who landed at” thax‘tlme. -His ship was- 1mmed1ate1y serv1ced and the fllghu took

of f for Langley Fleld at’ one 0. olock.,u:, L s -1 -
. . . [ —2— ' ‘v-.'." ';'_1‘-’ "" _"- V- 300 A s "fi {
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During this part of the flight from Augusta to Langley Field, probably the
most severe flying conditions were encountered. - After 1eav1ng Fayettev111e N.C.
the planes were forced down by rain and low 310uds to just over the tree. tops.
This condition grew worse as the flight approached the James River and ouffolk Va.
The planes were forced down just above the smokestacks and bulldlngs while pase;ﬂﬁ
over that town. The flight arrived at Langley Field about five o'clock, They carw
in over the hangars in formation mych to the surprise of everyone at the field who
believed it impossible for the. Group to get through the storm which was raging et
that iplace, During this whole flight a strong head wind was encountered whzch cut
down the speed of the planes to approx1mate1y 100 miles per hour.

On the morning of March Ath the "flight put on an serial demonstration for the
members of Congress and visiting Army and Navy officers from Washington.

.. The following day the. flight proceeded to, Bolling Field, D. C., and ‘after rest-”
ing over Sunday, took off Monday morning at’ ten thirty. for hove. After forming
over Bolling Fleld the flight maneuvered over Waehlngton for some twenty minutes
and then headed, 04f qver the Potomac River in the direction of pPittsburgh, Cr0331ng
the Allegheny Mountalrs Was uneveniful but after reach:ng Pittsburgh. the weather
became thick and the pianes were again forced down to the tree tops and from there
until Toledo was reached were forced to fly in heavy ralns and. fog. From Toledo
to Mount Clemens the weather cleared. This flight was conducted by 14 planes..  Of
the two Planes in addition t¢ the twelve which were with the flight, one was
forced to land at Attica, Ohio, and- the other .at Toledo because of motor trouble.;
The orlglnal twelve planes came home- w1thout mlshap.. : - :

w. L S “;-~=oOo--—-ﬁ

SCOTT FIELD AIDS meRW-oTRICKEN VICLIMS -
The recent storm in Southern Illlncls dld not affect Scott Field, .as the storm
went 50 or 60 mlles south of the field. News of the disaster became knOWn at
Scott Field around six o'clock, and at elght ‘that evanlng “the Commandlna Officer,
Lt.-Colonel Paegelow, Capt, Slmpson of ‘the. Medlcal Corps and two Medical Corps e?"
listed men arrived at the acene of the dlsaster w1th salvage blankets, medicine

" ard banddges. They were the first ones to arrive from outside with rellef As”

orie of the citizens of the.stricken district remarked - "I knew that the Army
would be first". Scott Field personnel are glad that the Army was first and that

‘the Air Service was the one representing the Army at this particular time, Trans-

portatlon from Scott Field has been ‘making trips carrvlng Red Cross supplies from-
Belleville and St. Louis to the stricken area from the time of the disaster until
the Present and w;ll continue to do so until there is no further need for same,

. ,- ] . N -..—-o()o--...._ .
. T L o /
AWARD OF DISTINGUISH&D SERVICE MEDALS TO WORLD FLYERS .

,.!"
&

By dlrectzon of the Pre31dent under the provisions of the Act of Congress
epproved February 25, 1925, Dlatlnvulshed Service Medals were awarded to the fol-
lowing officers; Ma;or Frederlck L. Mdrtin, Captain Lowell H. Smith, Lieuts, Leigh
Wade, Erik Nelsen, Leslie P,  Arnold, Henry H Ogden -John Harding, Jr., and Tech-
nlcal Sergeant Alva L. Harvey. The citations accompanylng ‘the award of the Medals

to the, world 'flyers, were worded substantlally the same..” In the case. of Captaln

Lowell H, Smith it reads as follows:

"For exceptionally meritoricus’ ‘and " dlstlnguished services. in a p051+10n of
great responsibility. Lieutenant-Smith, as pilot. of ‘the Airplane No, 2, :the
"Chicago", and later when.placed in’ command of the . United States Army Alr Service
Around-theJWOrld Flight from April 6, 1524, to. September 28, 1924, dlsplayed untir-
ing energy, courage and resourc SJd}ﬂPba duvlwg the entire perlod that the Air Ser-
vice expeditien was upon its hazardous under*avlngt - His 1eadexsh3p, sound judgment
and tenacity of purpese.were matericl fastors in the success of this pioneer flight

. of airplanes arcund-+the world. In the porformance of hig great.task he brought to

him