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-The chief purpose of this oubllcatlon is to dlstribute information on
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, Natior-
al Gdard and others connected with aviation.
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PROMOTION LEGISLATION L//

A number of bills were introduced in the House of Representatives on Dec-
ember 20th by Mr. Morin affeating the promotion and retirement of officers of
the Regular Army. These bills provide varying forms of legislation with the -
object in view of accelerating the vromotion of officers of the Army, officers
of the Medical Department, Chaplains and Professors not being included in the
classification of promotion list officers.

H.R. 8147 provides for officers to be placed upon the unlimited retired
list after 25 years of cervice. o

Through the provicions of H.R. 8148, such number of Colonels as will not
exceed in number the difference between one-seventh of the number of promotion
‘1list colonels and the numbcr of vacancies which have occurred cotherwise among

promotion 1ist Colonels during the fiscal year shall be designated by a board

of genersl officers be*ore the end of-each fiscal year for transfer from the
agtive list to the retired list.

H.R. 5149 orcvides for one list designated as the "Regular Army Retlred
List" with no subdiviaion into lirived or unlimited lists.

Under H.R. 8150, all officers belsw the grade of Colonel and above 'the
grade of sccond lieutenant shall te subjected to an examination to determine
their fitness for promotion. Those found physically disqualified shall be
placed upon the retired liegt on the date they would otherwise have been pro-
moted if found. physically qualified. Those found disjualified for reasons
nsther than physical disability shall be transferred from the active list as
follows: Those of not more than ten years commissioned service shall be hon-
orably discharged with one year's pay; those of morc than ten and less than
twenty ycars commissioncd sgervice and who are under 45 years of age shall be
honorably cischarged with a discharge allcowance of $72 multiplied by the num-
ber of complete months of gervice but not exceeding 240 months; all others
shall be transferred to the unlimited retired 1iet with retired pay at the
rate of 2% percentum of active pay multiplied by the number of complete years
of service, but not exceeding 30 years. In lieu of retirement under the pro-~
visions of thies Act, ary officer may at his request be honorably discharged
with the discharese allowance hereinbefore prescribed.

H.R. 2151 provides that the total authorized nunber of promotion list
officers srall be distribured in grades in the proportion of 28 one hundredths
of one percent in the grade of major generzl of the line; 56 one nundredths
of one percent in the grade of brigsdier general of the line; 5 percentum in
the grade of colonel; 8 percentum in the grade of lieut.-colonel; not less thun
13 nor mere than 26 percentum in the gradex major; end the remainder in the
gradss of Captain and first lieutenant. Second lieutsnants shall be nromoted
to the next highcr grade when they are credited with three years of service;
1st lieutenants, 10 years of service; captains, 17 years of service, proviced
that those credited with less then 17 years' service may be yromoted only in-
sofar as’'necessary to mainitain the crescribed minimum of 13 percentum in the -
grade of major. he promotion of captains credited with 1¥ years' service
shall be deferred so long as may be neecessary to prevent the presdribed min-
imum of 26 percentum in the grade of Major being exceeded. Majors and Lieut.-
Colonels shall be promoted as vacancies occur in the respective next higher
grades. : 1

For purposes of computing eligibility for promotion, each promotion list
officer below the grade of major shall be credited with continucus commissione -
ed service since that actual or constructive date of beginning of commissionel
service in the Army which determines his position on the promotion list, not~
withstanding he may have been out of the service some time between Nowember 12,
1918, and the date of acceotance of appointment as of July 1, 1920, but no oi-
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ficer below the grade of major shall be credited with less commissioned service
than any other below Him on the promotion list.

Under the nrovisions of H.R. 8156, nromotlcn list officers who vere origln-
ally appointed in the Begular Army or the Philipoine Scouts prior to July 1,
1920, or as of that date, may file apvlications during each fiscal year %o e
transfesred from the active list in the manner hereinafter provided. On or te-
fore June 30 of each fiscal year there shall be dasignated for transfer fromw
the active list from among eligible aprlicants therefor, recommended by a bozrd
of five general officers not below the grade of major general, such number o
promotion list officers as will not exceed one percentum of the total number c¢f
promotion list officers then authorized in all grades. These officers shall bs
ordered to their homes and upon expiration of such leave of absence with full
pay as may be granted under existing law, shall be transferred from the actile
list as follows: Those of not more than ten years of commissioned service shaJ.
be honorably discharged with cne year's pay. Those of more than ten and less
than twenty years of crmmissioned service, and who are under &8 years of age, '
shall be honorably dischsrged with a discherge allowance of $80 multiplied by
the number of cormplete months of service, but not excecding 240 months with
which credited in full for pay ourposes.

All nthers shall be transferred to the unlimited retired list with retlred
pay at the rate nf 2 percentum of active pay multiplied by the number of com-
plete years of service but not exceeding 30 years. In lieu of retirement under
the provisions of this act, any officer may at his request be honorably discharge
ed with the discharge allowance hereinbefore prescribed. '

Lieutenant-colonels retired upon application under the orovisinns of this
act, who were originally appointed *o the Regular Army prior to February 2,1901
or ag of that da%e, shzall be retired with the rank and retired pay of colonel,
Any officer originally appoinied as of July. 1, 1%20, at an age greater than 45
years, may if he so elocts,. in lieu of retired pry hereinbefore provided, re-.
ceive retired pay at the rate of 4 vercentum of active pay for each complete
year of comwlss1oned service in the U.S. Army, the %total not to be more than
75 percentum,

H.R. 8158 permits an officer who hag had 40 years‘ commlss1oned service, r
is 60 years of age, to be retired from active service.

Under the provisious of H.R. 8160, when the total number of promotion lis
officers scparated from the artive list shell be less than 4 percentum of the
total number of promotion lic* officers authorized at the end of the fiscal
year, a board of five general officors of the line, not below the grade . of
major-general, may elect and cesignate for transfer from the active list a suf
ficient number of officers to cause the total sevarations for sald year to be.
not to exceed 4%. Qfficers so designated shall be ordered to their homes and,
upon expiration of such leave with full pay as may be granted them, be trans-—
ferred to the retired list under the same conditions as nrov1ded in H.R, 8156
referred to above.

N ~—=000~~~
BRIGADIFR GENEFRAL BENJSAMIN D. FOULOIS \/
By Sgt. O'!'Connor.

The first Army airplane pilot in point of service end the youngest Brig-.
adier-General in the U.S. Army when at 38 he gerved zs Chief of Air Service in
the A.E.F., Lieut.-Colonel Benjamin D. Foulois, who had been commanding Mitchel
Field, N.Y., and whose appointment as Assistant Chief of Alr Corps with the
rank of Brigadier-General wgs recently announced, had one of the most brilliant
and distinguished careers of any soldier living.

Born at Washington Depot, Connecticut, on December 9 1879, he enlisted
in the voluntecr forces and served as a non-comnissicned officer in the Spav~
ish-American War while under the legal age for enlistment.

Having had a taste of goldiering he enlisted in the Regular Armysat the
close of the War, and while serving as a nen-commissioned officer against the
Filipinos he was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant of Infantry.

After attendance at the Army Signal School at Fort Leavenworth in 190¢,
he served in Cuba with the Army of Pacification and in connection with thie
duty completed an 1800 square mile section of the Progressive Milltary Map of
Cuba which brought him the commendation of the War Department. ,
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, In 1908 he operated the fir&t dirigiblc ballocnwpurchased by the U.8.,
Government, and ‘the following year he wes selected to take flying 1nstruction
from the Wrivht Brothers on the first plane owhed by the U.S. Governmsnt X
observer for Orville Wright he varticipated in the first cross-country flight
made in America. They traveled ten miles averaging fnrty two miles an hour
and en altitude of six hundred ;eet thercby estebllshlng three world's records .
for distance, spced znd altiivde. ~

The year of 1910 was-coent at San Antonio, Texas, where General Foulois,
then a Fi#st Lieutenant of the Signal Corps, flew Army Airplane No. 1 during the

intervals when his eight enlisted men were not repairing it from its frequent
crashes. During these experimental flights wheels came into use, replacing the *
gkide and moncrails, and the safety belt became standaré equipment. The one
hundred fifty dollars appropriated by the Government for the development of avia-
tinn was expended early in the year, but the flights were continued by General
Foulois spending three hundred dollars of his modest pay to meet the defic1t.
The next year General Foulois adopted radio to airplane uses, receiving
messeges up to eighteen miles. While patrolling the Mexican Border, using a
mere modern plane, he mede a record- breaklng flight along the Rio Grande from
Laredo to Eagle Pass, Texas.
In the summer of 1912 he supplied the "eyes" of the "Red" Forces in ‘the
_ Connecticut National -Guerd maneuvers of that year and turned the tide of the.
“battle by a lucky reconnaigsence. - In 1915 the Aviation Section of the Signal
Corps hed grown to imposing nroportions and the Goneral, commanding the First
Aero Squadron, was conrdinating artlllery fir® with airplane reconnaissance
at Fert Sill, Oklahoma,

Alrplancs were beginning to be taken seriously when General Fou101s moved
his cormand by air from Fort Sill to their new station at San Antonio. The
eight airplanes covéred 550 niles in five days without accident or delay.

. S¢i1l commanding the First Aerc Squadron, he joined the Mexican Punitive
Expedition with his organization in March 1916, often serving as—personnel air-- -
plane eourier for General Pershing. In spite of unsuitable equipment, aviation -
proved its worth in actual field service and General Perching gave it a great °
impetus in military circles by remarking that during the operatlons in Mexico'
one airplone had been worth a regiment of cavalry to him.

After drawing vp the plans of orgenization for the Air Service at the be—
binning of the World War and drafting the first appropriation bills, he sailed -
for France as Chief of Air Service of the A.E.F. and with a smell detachment of
officers and enlisted men laid the ground work for the A.E.F. Air Service. Our
417 Bervice cntered the War when the @General personally led the first all Amer-
lcan squdron of Amorican planes and Americen pilots over the German lines,

~Ti March, 1918, he bedame Chief of Air Service of the First Army,A.E.F.
and was on duty at the Front. He served on numerous cormissions, including
the Supreme War Council. In addition to being cited for "Extraordinary Meritor-
ious and Conspicuous Service with the Air Service, A.E.F." he was awarded the
Distinguished Scrvice Medal and made a Commander of the Legion of Honor. ’

After a period of duty at Washington in connection with the demobilization
of the Air Service and salvaging of its enommous property, he served as Air
Attache at the American ¥rbassy at Berlin. He cormanded Mitchel Field from
Auvgust, 1925 to December 1927 ‘ :

=0 0Qmm— o
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- ELIGIBILITY OF WEST POINT CADETS 'IN ATHLETIC CONTESTS

Ia view of the universal and increaging interest on the part of the gen-
eral public in the annual fontball classic between the Army and Navy, and the
possibility of the severance of athletic relations between these two institu-
tions because of a dxsagreement on the three-ycar eligildlity rule, it may be
of interest to quote the statement issued by Major-General Edwin B. Winens,
Superintendent of the Military Acadeny, following his approval of a recommen-—
dation of the West Point Advisory Council for Athletics to the effect that
further chanpes should not bé made in the rules which ‘govern the eligibility
of cadets for membership on the West Point athletic teams: .

"The factor of first importance muist be the effect on the value of ‘the
Military Academy to the Army of the United Btates. Snorts are fogtered in
the Army as a means of both physical development and recreation. Training at

-3 - vV-5751,A.C.



‘West Point is given with a view to having each graduate thorcighly cumpetent to
1mpart instruction to enlisted men in at least a few spcrts. -Intramural athlet-
ic contests are scheduled as a prescribed part of the instruction. The’ benefits’
of this system already have been reflected, both in an imprévement of general
athletics in the Army and in an increase in the mutual respect of officers and
men which has resulted from contacts on the field of spcrt.  Varsity teams at -
West Point do more than represent the institution in their respective fields.
Each furnishes an example in a sport to the prospective athletic advisers rep-
resented by all members of the entirc student body. The better the teams;: the
better the example. Therefore, and alse because. 8 good.physique constitutes an -
asset for any prospective officer, West Point has refused to discriminate agalngt
young men of established. athletic prowess. ’ :
¥Of next consideration is the purpose of ellglblllty rules. These were -
established by colleges and universities to offset the tendency toward migratory
athletics and perennial students,.and not for the purpose of equalizing the rel-
ative.strength of teams. Entrance to West Point is gained only by appointment
from the President or a Member ¢f Congress or by advancement through the ranks
of the Army or ' National Guard.. -Both.the difficulty. of securing an apvointment"
and the strenudusness of the West Point currictlum operate to preclude the en-"
trance by any young man whose gole object is athletics.  The rulé now in effect
at the Military "Academy, prohlibiting:cadets in. their first’yéar'from”participat—
ing in inter-collegiate athletics, operates to the same end. . Weekly surveys of
athletic teams immedistely. eliminate from the varsity squads any cadéts whose
average of daily mavks to.that date ddes not. attain a proficiency of at least
8ixty-gix and two~thirds.per cent. Therefore, additional eligibility rules are,‘
not necessary for tae regulptlon of unlet C8 at tne United States Mllltary
Academy-. e
"¥ext ecumes the questldn gs to whether or’ not Wcst P01nt is under any -
obligatioh ‘to conform in the interest of fairnmessror courtesy to the rules adopt:
ed in general by c6llegces and tniversities. West Point ha$ for many years en-
joged most harmonicus atbletic relations with many colleges and universities,
all of which have appeared t6 eppréciate the limitations incident to militery -
. and academic instructison peculiar to West Point and to realize that eligibility
rules are unnecessary for. the retentlon of an’ amataur status by members of the
West Point Teams.

- MAnother factor is the 1nd1v1duul rlghts of the cadets Cadets come from
all States in. the Union end approximately fifty per cent of them previously have
attended colleges or universities-of some sort or other. This is a very desir-
able condition from the standpcint of the educatisnal qualifications of our fu-
ture officer personael. But, regardless of such previous educaticnal work, all
cadets aré requiréé to take at the Military Academy an identical four years'
course in-which participation #n athletics is mandatory. To relegate any cadet
to a team inferier to thet justified by his athletic. prowess would violate one
of the basic principles c¢f the institution whereby every cadet is treated the
same without refereace to his preV1ous .expe: iencas and would serve' to penallze
"the very class of ‘young men we desire as the future officers of  ouf Army.:

v "Finally comes- the guestion of the atuletic relations with the United’
States Naval Academy. -It has Dbeen: contended that a difference in age limitd
operates to cause Test Point to receive.such.a larger number of athletess with -
previous cotlegiate experience as to more than offset the greater enrcllment-of.
the Naval Academy. ZEntrance tc Annapolis i§ limited between the ages of sixteern
and twenty, as against seventeen and twenty-tme for West Point. The authorized
enrolliment at the Naval Academy is’about fifty percént greater 'than at the Mil-
itary Academy. The athletic records of West Point and Annapolis over a period
of years’ are 0 ‘éven .ag to precludé admission of any advantage to the formeér.
However, suolk an admissicn for the sake of argument would only occasion reiter-
ation of the statement that eligibility rules are not for the purpdse of effeat--
ing ‘equalization betwéen athletic teams. The rule prohibiting first year siu-
dents from participating in intercollegiate athletic contests; recently put
into effect-at: the Militery Academy, was not adopted in recognition. of a need
for an eligibility .code, but with the thdught that thereby grester harmony could
be maintained in the relations with the Naval Academy and at the same time that
it might be found to be of .advantage thrdugh “the rewmoval of any incentive for
athlet®s. to be unduly diverted from their studies durisig the first and mos’
dlfficult year of. tho academlc .course. Contests with the Naval Academy teams '
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treditionally form the rost irportant incidents in the West Point athletic
schedules, ml* none - the less the rain phirpose of thewe schedules is the osvexcn—
ment of sports throughout the Army Veet Polnt cuntinued its routests in sportd
with Annapolls in the post—war Derxod when the Military Academy hed.only thras
classes.

"In conclusion the interests of the Army are served to best ¢dV¢ntage Ly
the present athletic eligibility rules in force at West Point. This code doey
not appear to cause any disadvantage to the progress of amateur athletics throug
out the Tritcd States.. It would be unjlstlilable to make a. change detrimental rg
the athletic training of the Army in order to experiment in attaining a tempo¥sry
parltj between tho two service institutions." : : : v
’ - -~~000---

. GOVERNORS OF VIRGINIA AWD NORTH CAROLINA GIVEN AIRSHIP FLIGHT
"Said the Governor of North Cerolina to the Governor of Virginia --"

The airship TC-254 was recently flown from Langley Field, Va., to South ¥ill,,

. Va., by Lieut. B.T. Starkey, and circled over the scene of the exercises jeing
held in .célebration of the opening of the new Virginia-North Carolina roac,
This road is the most frequented hlghusy from north to south, and this seciion
completes an important link in the sysiem. When the airship landed at Sou‘:
Hill, the Governors of Virginia and North Carolina were taken up for a thiriy-
minute ride which they seemed to enjoy. After the airship landed again to per-
mit the Governor of North Carolina to take leave, the Virginia Executive was
flown to Richmond, and from there the airship prcceeded to Langley. Fleld land-

ing at 7:30 P.M.
———OOOf--~

AIRSHIPS DROP FLOWERS ON GRAVE OF. CAFTAIN GRAY

The airships TC-5-251 aad TC-10-254, under the cormand of Captain C.P.
Clark, Commending -Officer of the 19th Airship Company, and 1st Lieut. William ™
J. Flood, reccently flew to Bolling Pield, D C., to perticipate in the funeral
exercises of Captain Hawthorne C. Gray, who lost his life while attaining the
world!'s altitude record. Upnn landing at %lling Field, the airships were
refusled and placed under the command of Cclonel C.G. Hall and Majors Rush B.
Lincoln and J.D. Reardan. - Taking off from Bolling Field the ships were flown

over the funeral procession and a number of bouquets and wreaths of flowers

" were dropped on the grave and on Arlington National Cemetery. .
—e 00~~~

ATRTAL PHOTOGEAPEIC ACTIVITIZS IN THE PHILIPPINES /

: During the month of October the Sixth Phot~ Section, stationed at Camp
Nichols, Rizal, P.I., deliverc& an cighty-square mile photographic mosaic
of the Fort McKinley Reservetion and surrounding territory to the Philipvine
Division for use in connection with their winter progrem. The Philippine Div-~
ision intends to vse a nunber of copies of ‘this nossic for purposes of training
personnel in interprétation and mosaic réading. A duplicate set of photOgrap¥,,
prints, which were used in assembling this mosalc, were furnished the Engines»
Officer of the Philippine Depsrtment for use in revising the present maps of
this area. At present a photcgraphic mosaic of the City of Manila is being
made in connection with the training progrem of the Sixth Photo Section.

A number of altimeter tests are being carried ocut by this Section in an
effort to determine one which will work g tisfactorily for mosaic flying.

. It is the belief that’ the majority of alt reters in the Philippines have beer’
affected by climatic conditions. Five altimeters have been mounted on a = |
photographic airplane and test exposures are teing made at various altitudes.

- From the scales of the photographs all the altlmeters will be checked and the

‘pest ones W111 be chosen for regular use.
) ~——oOo—~—

‘ { A NEW ADDITION TO THE MELOY FAMILY

0of dellcate lines, but tullt for long service; only a two lunger, but



powerful; smell tat of great fuel capacity; equippedluiﬁh 2. lood sp%&kmr of
minute proportions but proven capsble of spenning long flstances, and with ‘only
2 two foot landing gear. Stabllizers not functioning to. perfedtion as yet; in~
clihed to be nose heavy, dut already possesses a marked degree of maneuwarabil~
ity. The da51gners claim that thesge faulis in stability can be wholly overcdmg
within the next two years. They are that confident of ‘its sterling qualitieg:
that they assure us that when it ig fully dcveloped and offered to the Army Air
> Corps, 1t will promptly be accepted and that, then, the prompt shattering of 8z~
v lsting speed, -altitude and endurance records 19 a potentiality not to be
sneezed at.
No, this is not a new-fangled airplane, but a seven-pound boy, one Vincent

J., Jr., born Saturday, October 22, 1927, of which Lieut. and Mrs. Meloy are the
proud parents.

4
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GENERAL GRAV:ES INSPECTS FRANCE FIELD

Major-Generzl Wm. S. Graves, Commanding the Panama Canal Department, made-
his yearly inspection of Traance Field recently. ZEach orgsnization was lined wug
in front of its barracks, and each in turn received the scrutiny of the Commani-
ing General.

General Graves was well plpased with the appearance of the Sixth Com9051te
Group and France Field, stating to the Commanding Officer at the completion of
Yiis inspection that the command looked fit for any duty, and that he was high.y
pleased with their appesrance. He was able to stay only an hour and 15 minutes
on the post on this cccasion, but promised to return in the near future and
spend an entire merning to watch the France Field personnel at werk.

~==000-~--

SECRETARY WARNER CONGRATULATES FRANCE FIXLD FLYERS

During his recent visit to Panama, the Hon. E.P. Warner, Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy for Aviation, visited France Field end inspected all the plan 3
and the perscnnel. A flight of threce PW-9's took the air and performed acrobat-
ics in his honor. The three pilots were later congratulated by Mr. Warner, who
remarked that he had seen nothing better anywhere in the States and that it re-
minded him of his visgits to Selfridge Field, Mich.
: ~~=000~---~

GENERAL OFFICERS PURSUF COURSE OF STUDY AT LANGLEY FIELD

Five Brigadier-Generals of the U.S Army were on duty at Langley Field, ,
Va., taking the three weeks' specisl refresher course in Air Corps organizaticn,
training and administration, viz: Brigadier-Generals 0.B Kosenhaum, Walter C.
Short, George H. Jamerson, James H. Reeves and Frank S§. Cocheu. On December
lst tha Second Bombardment Group gave a special bombing demonstration for them,
flying a five-ship formation. TFour separatc attacks were made on the designat--
ed target, the first two being in column, the next in Vee formation, and the
last a Vee formation a2&%vo. In all 36 one hundr-d-pound demolition bombs and
6 three hundred-pound demolition bombs were dropped

~==000~~~

SENATOR BINGHAM DELIVERS INTERESTING TALKS TO LANGLEY FIELD PERSONNEL

United States Senator Hiram Bingham, of Connecticut, honored Langley Field
with a visit from November 28th to 30th, arriving with Senator Dill of Washing-
tion on a C-2 Transport piloted by Lieut. Dinger of Bolling Field. He was met
by Cnlonel Culver at the line at 2:30 P M., and then taken for a tour of in<
spection of the field, including the laboratories of the Natichal Advisory Com~
mittee for Aeronautics. Conlonel Culver gave a dinner in honor of the Senators

~.that evening, after which Senator Dill took the night boat for Washingten.

On the following day in"the afternmoon Senator Bingham delivered an addre:é
to the officers concerning the flying fields established by the Army at Is=0u~
dun, Prance, in 1917-18. Many of the personnel of the Air Corps will rememder
that Senatcr Blngham, then Colonel Bingham, Air Service, Wational Army, was
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Commandant of the schonls of Ise~udun, and organized the GrOund Schnnl-at that
station. At the beginning of his addrcss he mentioncd by name Majors John P.

Curry and R. L Vialsh, Air Corps, whn were in his audience, as hevidg esch com-
manded one of the fields at Issoudun. The Scnatar dealt on the many difficul-
ties encountered in npening and dcvcloplng the tralnlng activities in France, .
and particularly the trouble they had with planes. Towards the close of his -

~address he made a few observations on China and the Chinese situation. Having'

Just returncd from a sumrer's atudy of the Chinese situation, his talk was ex-

'ftrcmely interesting.

S0 impressged were the officers with Senstor Bingham's remarks on China,

« that numerous requests were reccived by Cnlonel Culver for an additional lecture

on ChHina by Senator Blngham At Crlonel Culver's request the Senstor agreed
to talk to the officers and ladies at 7:30 o'clock that evening.

Following the afternnon talk, Senstor Binghem and the entire personnel of
the field set out for the football ficld and witnessed a wecll played game be-
twcen Fort Fustis and Langley for the peninsula championship. Langley won by a
7 to 6 score. ‘

.In the evening the lecturc room of the Air Corps Tactical School #as filled
with ~fficers and ledies. Senetor Binghem began his talk with an illustration
of the gengraphical boundrries of the factions now existing in China and grad-
ually built up his foundation by anecdote and aural illustration until the
climax was reached. He dealt with the numerous interests in China, the Treaty

- ports, the Japanese, the Russian, and the cormmercisl interests of the English.

Americans and Germans, and showed how each wnrked counter to the other and ad-
versely affected the ottitude and condition of thé Chinese people. thldlng

up to the present time he related how the ok by Sun Yat Sen, deceased, entit~
led "The Three Penple's Princliples" wes adopted by the Nationalist Party as thei.
polltical blble, of what its menace consisted and how it was affecting and en-
hancing the anti-foreign sentiment of the Chinese. In ¢closing, he stated that
there ere fifty United States Army officers now c0mpetent in the Chinese lan-
guage, and it was his opinion ‘that the United States could use these officers

as military attaches in the various provinces in China and through them develop
friendly feeling between the two peoples.

Senrtor Bingham's talk was so smooth, so easily delivered and so cleverly
illustrated that an hour and a guarter passed all too quickly. All who listened
to him were greatly impressed and were much the richer in knowledge of current
events as regards that great land of China with its four hundred million people
than ever before.

Senatnr Binghdn remained at Lentley Field until the morning of Nov. 30th,
when he departed to inspect the Naval Air Statlon at Hampton Roads, being flown
nver bJ Lieut. —Comnander Reid of the Navy. s

=000~~~

The Curtiss “Fslcon', orlglnally produced as a two-seater observation air-
plane for the U.S5. Army Alr Corps, has evolved, like the single-seater "Hawk",
into a series of tao—pl ce nachines to fulfill various functlons in military
operations .

The latest development én this scries is the A-3 Attack plane, deslgned for
ground attack on trenehes, troops, supply trains; and the like. This type of
warfere, used to only a limited extent in the TWorld War, is undoubtedly destined
to be an impartant factor in future confllcts, and consequently the Air Corps
is developing aircraft spec1a11y sujted for this work.

The A-3 "Falcon" resembles the observation type of "Falcon", with the ex-
ception of armament which has been greatly increased. In the A-3, one caliber

.30 Browning nachlng gun 1is 1ooated in each lower wing, with the rmuzzle protrud-
ing through the leading edge. Several hundred rounds of ammunition for each

- THE A—S,ATTACK PLANE

" gun are .carfiéd in ammunition boxes within the w1ngs These grps are cperated

by electric triggers on top of ‘the control stick, and are so arranged that the

" pilot can fire. either gun independently or both simultaneously.-

In the fuselagf, two Browning .30 callber guns are mounted, instead of one
as in the observation type of "Falcon", Both are of the fixed type, synchron—
ized to fire through’ the propeller disc; and operated by triggers on the con-
trol stick, Defensive armament, as in the observation plane, is provided by a
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dnuble Lewis gun on a scarff mount atop the rear cockpit.

In addition to the above, the A-3 carries two brmb racks, fitted into the
under surface ~f the lowe: wings, and. cepable f carrying a quantity »f twenty- -
five pound fragmentation bombs These can be released 1nd1vidua11y or in salvo
by the pilet. -

Thus  the complete armament of the A-3 consists of frur machine guns for of--
fensive 'warfare, twe defensive guns, and a quantity of small bombs. - The radid -
and camera equipment which is normelly carried by the observation type "Falcoﬂ“‘“*“
is nnt-provided in the A-3,-but can be installed 1f'd831red -

Preliminary flight tests have shown the A-3 %o possess a’ top specd of aporrx
imately 147 miles an hour. This, combined with its high degree of maneuverabil: -
ty and complete armament, ‘makes it a de01dedly formidable- weapon of - attack.

“Another version of the attack plane being oroduced for both the Army Air
Corps and the Marine Corps is s1m11ar to the A-3 but powered With the Pratt and
Whitney "Wasp" air cooled engine. ~The "Falcon', 14ike all recent Curtiss types,
is constructed with a detachable motor mount and the substitution of powerplants
is thus easily made without any change in the airplane 1tself Flight tests on
the "Wasp"-+ motored attack plane will shortly be made.

. As an observation airplane, for which the "Falcon" was originally deSigned
three tvpes ars now beinz produced The 0-1B, latest- development of the origi-
nal D-12 obqervatlon plan,,’is now being: produced in'-large ‘quantities -as the ster
dard observetion type of thie Air ‘Corps.- This plane, ‘with the D~12 motor, has a
top Speed of about l47 miles per hour and a crulsing~range of 600 m1les at 115

A variation of this' tvpe, for” use both by -Army ‘and National’ Guard is pow—
ered With the Libertj motor, -and still ‘another typo, for Army and’ Marine Corps,
is oowered with the Pratt and Whitney "Wasp" engire. - -Both of these latter
,thes arc identical witd' the 0-1B observation plare, exoept for powerplant.

“Thus the orig«nal F°loon has been developed “into a- SLriOS of two-place
observation and atiack oianes for- the~military air-services of the United States
A1l of these m chines are of 1esent1al1y the same -basic' design, ‘which ‘has been
thoroughly service tested ‘over a period of several years and in which thereforo.*
maintenanco difficultios hﬂve oeen reduced toa m1n1mum ' ‘ - ‘ o

: ‘ -—ﬂOOO——-* AR . : :=.:é :

‘::;ff;:f 'FIHST LANDING OF AN AIRSWIP ON THE ROOF oF A BUILDING \l‘“

In a reoent letter fo ‘the Edltor, Ceptain Howard A Scholle, Air Corps
‘Resérve, writes as follows:

"I do not like to detract in any way from the credit due Captain Clark in
making an dirship londing on_the Toof of tho Ncwport News High School, as re-
ported in the News Letter of December 8th, but in- the ‘interest historical
accuracy, I should like to call your attention to the fact thatWthis was not thc‘
first time that the feat of landing an airship on the ruvof of a building has
been accomplished.

"Although I cannct give you all the details, according to my recolledtion
S a 51milar landing was made some years ago on the roof of a building in Cleveland,
Ohio. T shoyld say that the'date was somewhere around 1919 or 1920, and that tn
landing was made on the roof of the Hotel Statler My 1more551on 1s that the
ship used wes thé old a2, which was used for a’number of years as a training S
ship by the Air Service School at Langley Field. I do not recall who the pilet *°
was, but I rathér think that {t mey hsve’ Been” Jack Boettrier, of the ‘Goodyear
Tire and Ruboer Company, of A¥ron or poséibiy Cept George . ‘McEntire, now’
stationed.at Lnke Figld. I bolieve ‘also that-the late Lieut. John .- Shootaw,“
who 1lést his Iife whén struck by llghtnlng at a Gordon Bennett ‘Ballésn’ Race ‘in
Belgium severgl years, agn, nad something to do w1th eithon the pilotlng -or- thﬁ
arrangements R ‘

It is des1red to thank Captain Scholle for bringing this matter ‘to the‘at~
tention of the Editor who stands or 51ts corrected. The landingsf the Army
‘Dlrigible A-4 alluded to by him occurred on the evening of May 23, 1919.. The
demoristration was 'that’ of landing On a platform ‘erected on the ‘roof- of the Stat-
ler Hotel in Cleveland Ohio “The’ platform wasg erected by the-hotel manggement, :
the personnel being’ furnlshed jointlJ by the Army, Navy and. the GoodVear Tire .
and” prber Company. Two” ‘persons” were stepped out- of the ship upon ‘the landing
and two’ other<oersons were aboard end the:hip returned safely to it home sta-v
tion. " : o v R
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The crew vf‘tha~ahipékompxised~Ma30r~¢;H;wna;anville in.command; c1v1llan

‘pilot, J.F. Schade, pilot}{ lst Lieut. Johs-W, Shoptaw,’ rellef pilofi Mr. R.M.

Upson, Aero Zngineer for the Gredyear Tire & Rubber Co., passenger. upon the
safe landing of the airchip on the hotel roof Magor Maranville and Mr. Upson,
stepped out of the stip, leaving the command &f the airship in the hands of “ibut
Shoptaw. Cautaln Elden P. Phillips and an enllsted mechanic went aboard and tha

. ship departed for its home station. ‘ <

===000~4-~
WED" THROWS SOME LIGHT ON'THE FUTURE OF AIRCRAFT -

Wright Pield, Nov.29, 1927.
. (Conferente Room Number 2)
The ecditor, ) ‘
Air Corpse News Letter,
Washington,D.C.

M .
Déar Ed: H4 . e T
I notice in soelllng out the nleces in the magazenes that its
getting very popular for po-ular characters like for inst Tom Sharkey, Eddie
Foy, the Kalser & nll them big army & havy people to héve the story of their
1ife written by somebndy that is a writer or at least owns their own type-
whiter. You knéw the kind of stories —-,"How I.Knocked them ALL for a GHOUL",
by COLLIFLOVER O'ﬁRAt?ON as told to I. ﬁertram Lefkowitz - and "GYPPING THE
JATLORY, by HACKSAW HASGERTY, 28 told to Cuthbert MiBung, (reading time 17
min 37 sec.:- all wasted) .

Well Bd after readlng some of the llterature in our own technicle
librery it looks to me like we Gould have = bigger dirculation for a lot of
these here seme dncuments 1f the original authors hed of knocked off after
doing their scientific investigstions, & left the wrttlng about it to somebody
that knew all about sychology & sex problems & all them things that big writ-
ers get by with and practically nothing at all abt mathematicd & mndeéty
Take for example all the high grade rcading matter put out by the Bombing
Boards from time to time. ‘hos going to remember Odas Moon & Pete Melville
& ‘all them boys as the greatest mock-up criticks of all time, knowing practicel-
ly everything there is to know about Bombing,if the only literature available
is in the form of a lousey bosrd proceedings without no love interest or breath-
taking situations? Mobody.

Now Ed Im not one to critacize without suggesting no remedy & so heres
the way they had ought to hsve done & put the bombing Beard in the same literary
class with One Round Hon~ey and Jessy James like 1t ought to be.

BOMBING BOARD BARED ! !

BY - Cdas. Moon - -
Harold George
: oo Pete Melville
L M.E h chhman and others tQo prominent to zey
LRI L e e ki s fresh with.
' As enacted by'

Arthur Brisbane ~- pres.
Ring W.Lardner  ~~ Member.
H.L.Menchen - "
Milt Gross -~ Recorder.
- (Villagers,soldiers,airplane manufacturers,
o courtiers & the etc.) :
* * ] .
The Board met pursuant to no particular orders at 2nd.& Ludlow streets & pro-
ceeded singly,so as not to attract too much attention to the room of Mr.Lardner
in the M’ * Hotel. The bell boy being a little slow with the ice- ‘the board
~ proceeded to a consideration of business just to wile away the time.
Mr. Brisbane - Gentlemen let us face the facts. During the past summer the
high seas have been crossed by many aircraft - fortunately on peacefulmiscg~
‘ionis. Maybe another year will find hordes of little brown men taking off
from the airports of Sweden in modern aircraft all intent on the destruc-
tion of the gigantic but helpless cities of our own seaboard. These
craft will be giant bombers loaded with tons of bombs containing T.N.T.
-9 - V-5751,A.C.
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Mr. Gross PR SR 1 f‘r{"Y”Hairplanesvwitt\gess'bums yat‘it*shmulﬂ

Mr.

-gredually get cspifflicated all de pipple.
Mr.

-Methen - Whats a2ll this rubbish @&@out being bombed ! What of-it? out
of every thnusand so-called victims there would undoubtedly be two hun-
dred mental incompetents,seven hundred and eighty nine hypocrites and
only eleven honest men - mostly bootlegrers and literary critics. I'm
for dispensing with this maudlin self pity and letting the bomlring begin .
preferably in Philedelphia.

Gross - Iss decs a fect ? And whozz gonna gat out an injunction it
shnuld wonn the enemeh iss no monkeh business allowed no other place only
Philadelphia ? I esk you iss going on here a mitting witt sending out in-
witations so2's gonna inwite

* Thy shruld I fill in the name of their 214 hotel & give them a 1ot of
oublicity -~ they w0u1dn{p cash a check for me once.

W Mr.

a bunch of loafers from the old country they should have by us a scheut-
zen or do we got tn disgust here ways witt means hows gonna drop greduwal-
17 a ceruple bums it should be by the enemeh a big expulsion witt piece
meal .

Lardner - Thats what I says to this big baloney yesterday. He says to
me & what do you know about aviation & I says well I may not be no ace

~myself but I dont see no scientifick datta sticking out on you buddy or

Mr

Mr

Mr.

Mr

,er.

in

any of your family eyther I says & he sazen =

.B - The questinn gcntlemen is not do we want bombers but how many and

how big. When the skies above cur golden shores are black with enemy
aircraft will we be supine and helpless or will hundreds of our own.
fighting planes manned by red blooded fighting Americans -

.M ~ The herd instinct again! How anyone can have the amazing crust to
‘parade a mob-inspired hysteria in the guise of =

L ~ ané further & more I says dont kid me big fella abt none of them
'small time pushes in the Argonne because I was in the front line in the
CrlteriOn bar in London on armistice night myself and I guess - -

.G.= 8. you oined it a maddle hah for tzecivice in de front from gin mllls

yat wot youll gat maybe in Wurr Boids a couple chepters!
B -~ Now these bgys here in the Materiel Division have done very well as
far as they have gone -~ but my artists have designed super plenes which

‘will carry whole armies. I'11 have a couple more boys from the Sunday

art department put on the job tonight and we cen have something ready
the mrraing - say in the ten thousend horsepower class. So now that
that's settled, is there any further business ? ’

Commotion without, dnor bursts open revealing -
AIRPLANE MANUFACTURER - (agitated) I OBJECT ! This has got to stop.

Mr.

L - How do you get that way - wé aint got started yet.

AM. - I distinctly heard you talking about'designing some new airplanes

Mr

© o Mr:
- . Mr,

and how cen I keep tires on the Rolls if the government is going to
ring in new designs every ten years or so.

.L - The kid's right. Now take my kid brother, nice clean cut boy what I

mean & during his last hitch in Reform Schocl he designe a° airplanc &
sends it in to McCook.Field & did them cronks give him a look in 7
H--1 no they sends the whole works beck with a lihe of dope about it
being so fast that it wouldnt be safe for Jimrie Donlittle or Gene

.Batten or any of them old conservatlve ‘pilots to fly & will my brother

accept their thanks & the etc & I guess them guys found out a thing or
two when they seen the letter I wrote to my congressman. I says -

G .~ Sharrop !

B « The questlon of a suitable bormber -

&AM. ~ I objeat to the Word suitable.

Mr.

M - Suitable for what? The mere gstinking business of destruction - of

.an obscene display of spineless subservience in the game of follow the

"‘1sader* Qf launchlng gasoline reeklng monstros1ties into the air for

AM.

Mr.
* 1 thing more than an&ther.

‘the ‘purpose of destroying -other idiots ; - -

- T object to the word idiot
L - All right, I object too. If theres anythlng in this world 1 hate ite

10 - ‘ v-5751, &.C.
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“Hls plane was. a- total wash- out

: Incendlary char ZES -~ Asﬁhyxiatlng gases =
~Mr.B - I.objeect to these objeetions. ' '
- 'Mr.G - Well sos to'be agribble witt snonymeas iss by me also obbeﬁmxgna
- Mr B - Gentlemen, GIHTL“MEN - what is it %o be 7. Will you.he bombed or wiil,
<7 you bomb 7 : ‘ ‘ .
o . .

- WE WILL.
“Mr.B - You will whet !
All - We will NOT.-

- Bell Bny - Heres the ice. e
S o Meeting adjourned,
© Yrs truly, o
| L o M,
~==000--~ R

: ANOTHER MEMBER INITIATED INTO CATERFILLAR CLUB L///

. Flylng Cadet G W Hansen is the latest member to join the ranks of the Cat-
: erplllar Club’. -~ TWhile flj;ng over Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, a fog quick-
ly -settled over the. field and he became confused as to his locatiom. 1In trylng
0 come down t0 a, lower altitude to ascertain. his whereabouts his plane fell in-
to a spin and he jumped wi hin 800 feet of the ground maklng a safe 1and1ng

'———oOo~——

DEIIVERY OF FALCON OHEVRVATION PLANFS TOo AIR CORP%///
o Py the: mxtchpl ‘Field Corresuondent ' Con

Nine Curtlss 01-B Falcon observatlon planes, whlch type is now standard
for the Air Corps, were a351gnwd %o Mltchel Field :and delivery has already
‘begun.

Apvwrorimnately 100 of the%e planes are in course of constructlon at the
Buffalo plant of the Curtiss: Aeroplane and Motor ‘Company. The majority will
be equipped with the.Curtiss I-12 motor, and all of those coming to Mitchel
Field will bave this motor. Those observation planes designed for use of iHe
| various Nati onal Guard vnits will be powered witk the Libverty motor.

‘A total of 76 additional ‘Curtiss Falccns, coastrucied as a planes,
~.will be sent to Fort Crcckett, Texas, for use by the Third Attack Group. These
. planes will be powered with the D-12 motor. Wiih their six machine guns, two
of which are streanlined into the lower wings, two firing between_the blades
of the propeller and two operated by the gunner‘or observer, these planes have
attracted widesprrad attention around New York. . In a;trifle over a minute, the
2600 bullets can le dlsunargec, each gun firing 400 shots a. minute:

.77 Thé Falcon plane seems alaptable to nany military purposes.  In addition
_ to being the standard olservation and attack plane, two Assistant Secretaries
~of War and two: General; ¢f the Air Corps uce them as flying offices. The last
dellverles were made on Decemoar 18th, when Magor -General James E: Techet ac-
“”cepted his plane at Mlnphel Field -and w1th Captain Ira C. Eaker, flew it to
' Washington. Iigut. E.P. Gaines left for Wilbur Wright Field with the plane
.. assigned to Brigadier-General Wm.E.. Gillmore »Eerlier deliveries were made. to
;Ass1stant Secretaries of War, Hon. Hanford MacNider and Hon. F. Trubee Davison.
o These planes, which have been painted in ‘distinctive colors, -‘have a ma-

o hogany desk 1ngenlous1y built into the. rear cockplt " They are to be used on
“ {inspect1on tr1p3~throughout the country. It is’'possible to write in the plane
while in- flight, and the giasa top-of the desk is so arranged. that documents

. and maps can be slid underneath for extended study Another feature is the
¢ompletd instrument board in the rear cockplt which, with the dual controls maks

i poss1ble for the Assistant Seoretary of War gr Generals, all of whom are at

" present- pilots,. to fly independently ‘of the occupant of the front cockpit.

. The fact that the Falcon ‘attack. pianes, in- adQ;tlon to their six machine

; 'iguns. carry bomb; racks on the lower. wings W1th a’quantity of 25-pound bombs,

‘makés it possmble that they’ ‘will yet,appear as 1ight bombardment planes. With
the Curtiss D-12 motor and a full complement of bomhs it would have a speed of

147 miles an hour. : :
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MISSING PARTY LOCATED BY ARMY ATRPLAME

The Air Corps in the 9th Corps Area had occesion in November to includa
among its: actlvltles a mission in response to an urgent call for assistance
from 01villan 11fe At the reguest of the Pathe-Bray Colorasdo River Expeditior,
a moving 01cture project which had for its locale a portlon of the Colorado
River between Lecs Ferry, Arizona and Green River, Utah, to locate certaln Pperx:
sonnel of the expedition, including members of the Army on duty therewith, who .
had been reported lost, a transport plane equipned with radio was diSpatchedﬁon
the morning of November 27th, with a crew consisting of Lieut. W:K. Burgess,”
pilot, Lieut. Desn Farran, Reserve, radio operator, and civilian nechanlc Fred
Brown.

It was decided to use Camp Pemrson, Arizona, as a base of operations, and
the Scenic Airwey Field, 18 miles south of El Tovar Hotel, Grand C=nyon, as an
additional landing field, - the airplane to cover the territory between Camp
Pearson, near Lees Ferry, Arizona, to a point North, Just below the junction
of the Cnlorado and Green Rivers.

The planc arrived at Camp Pearson on November 28th and began its search
on November 30th, nn which date the missing personnel were located. An acciden’
:-50-.the plane in teking .off fram” Camp Pecrson preparatory to returning to the
home station forcecd the personnel ‘to return by -rail.

The Commanding- General of the. 9th, Corps Area, in commentlng on thé above
mission, states that,. nonw1thstandlng the mishap to the plane, the manner in.
which same was performed reflects credit to the partlanpatlng personnel ‘and -
their branch of the service, as it was attended: by outstanding hazards from a
flyer's viewpoint. both as to difficult.terrain aud weather conditions encoun-
tered. These latter are v1v1dly sugbested by the following telegram from Lieut.
BurgeSS'

-"Due to high w1nds and dust storm on - the desert ‘Cemp Pearson and violent
snow-and. §leéet squnalls over entlre length of canycn, flight back to Scenic Field
today for ; assl;ne was abandoned !'Radio - just received three P.M. saying gasolin
“will. reach G" WPearson tonigat by truck. - Weather appears. to be moderating.

~1‘Camp Pearson wrecked by . ceventj mile w1nd stnrm Plane well lashed to ground.
Radlo damaged ‘but- functlonlng - T

' -—~o©o~——
RESF‘RVE OTFICERS TRAII\TING IV Am BUFFALO N.Y.

In order to af”ord alr Corps Reserve off1cers res1d1ng in Buffalo, N Y. and
v1cin1ty an. opnortunlty for training, which had not hitherto been possible, a
trainlng camn was held. for them at tne new Buffalo Airport from October 10th to
©19%th.. During this period 22 Air Corps Reserve officers part1c1pated in-flights
. for a total flylnp time of 97 hours and 13 minutes man hours. . The ‘time of Re-
o -serve officers flying solo agg- egated 19 kours and 2 minutes, '

“wo -The wid¢spread putlic interest which this tralnlng -camp created served to
bring a number of young men to the camp who expressed a desire to join the Re~
gerwe. Altneugh no record was kept of the number of apollcaﬁions, it is esti-
mated that they totaled in excess .of 250 "Such applicants who appeared to be
fully quallfled mentally and physically and in every. way desirable for accept-
ﬂ ance for primary flying training were furnished information as to the steps
" necessary to‘enter the- s»rv1be at Brooks Field. There were 26 young ‘men Who
- appeared to be quallfied in every respect and who expressed thelr 1ntent10n to
- make applicatlon for training. = . .
S The facilities for trainlng whlch the Buffalo Alrport affords are not sur-
' frpassed anywhere :in the country. . Thege- fac111t1es inelude modern ‘hangars, shops
supplles, offlce building and: runways -The flylng area.is. of 'such character as
s %) reduce to a minigum the nossiblllty of damage ‘to planes. All of these faci:
rrties were used durlng ‘the training perlod Wlthout any,cost to the Army excep?
for gasoline and ¢il consumed. . . .. .
‘Dieut! Reuben D. Biggs,. Air. Qorps,'was in cherge of the ‘camp, assisted by
Capt W.H. ‘Proctor, Air Corps- Remérve;. Jpemporarily on-active ‘duty. = Three Rez-
5.ular Army Infantry.officers particlpated in 1nfantry contact probléms with the
troops stationed: at- Fort Niagara,: ¥.Y.
The problem for . the Infantry. conducted on: October llth was an exercise in
pxotectlon and defenss against hostile a1rcraft and 1nd1cat1ng ‘the. location of
: - 12 - _ .;,j7 V 5751,A.C.
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hostile and friendly lines. Fer the Air Corps it was a practical exercise in
the location and attack-of a hostile Infentry cclumn on the march and in the
lodatlon of hostile and friendly lines. .The only cummrdicatlon between the air-
- plunes and the Infantry was through dropped.messages and the display of pane.s,

For»the Infantry the exercise was valusble in that it afforded practloa{
training in the identification of planes; indications of approaching aircrafi
practicc in taking cover, formetiens to take on the march, practice in manip-,
ulation and sighting ¢f machine guns on airplanes, and illustrated the danger -2

‘firing on friendly planes. In general it illustrated in a practical way the
theory that has been taught on the subject, particulerly the very short time re-
quired in the flight of & plane over troops, the poscibility of camualties and '
the necessity for expert and rapid operation of machine guns. The hostile planqS
flew over the cclumn five times. .

During the period of the camp, six lectures were dellvered to the partici-
pating personnel on the following subjects: :

Parachutes, by Harold G. Rogers of the Irving Airchute Co. |

Aerial Photograshy and Man Making, by lMajor Ripley, County-Engineer, and

Mr. W.J. Washburn.
Meteorology, by Captain T.A. Murphy, Air Cérps Reserve
"The Air Corpe Resérve, by Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Asst. Secretary of War.
Artillery Fire Contocl, by Captain Faulconer, U.S Army.
“Instruments, by lst Lieut. Reuben D. Biggs, Army Air Corps.

0f the personnel participating in the training cemp, 10 were Air -Cnrps
Reserve officers with the rating of A.P. or J.A.P.; 12 were Air Corps Reserve
officers with the rating cf (Otserver; three were Reserve officers with no rat-
ing, and nins were civilian pilots vho enlisted in the 323rd Observation squad-~
ron pending ccmmission in the Alr Corns Reserve.

Worthy of ncte wac the oxceptlrnal interest dispiayed by the Air Corps Re-
serve officers stationcd in Buffalo. There appesrs to be a general desire that
another training periou betheld this year, tut at an earlier date, in order to
take advantage of ncre faverable flying conditions. Piying was hampered by bac
weather for a considerable part of the troining period, but during such hours
as the weather permitted all the planes which wore in condition to fly were -
constantly in the air. Threc Army planeS'were gsent to the cemp for the train-
ing of the Reserve officers.

Lieut. Jos. A. Eliison, Air Corps, who was alsc on duty at the ftralning
camp, stated in a letter to Mgjor J.M. Satterfiald, President of the Reserve

" Officers Ascociation of Buffalo, that "it was a pleasure to work with such an
enthusiastic and apt bwch of pilots and student pilots and observers as com-
prise the Reserve Officers Asscciation of Buffaic. They were all fine fellows
and would be a credit to the Service as a Reserve unit.!

Buffalo is keenly Cesirovs of obtaining a Reserve Unit and, fiom all in-
dications, it would seem that this ecmbiticn is in a fair way of being realized
Three important factors, it would scem, should go a long way in aiding Buffalo
to secure this Unit, v* : the enthusiastic.interest of the Reserve officers of
that city and vicinity, 4he emple facilities for flylng operations sfforded
by the new Buffalo Alrphru, ara the fact that Buffale is a lorge center for
the manufacture of airpl anes and accessories. :

e 00 =

SANTA CLAUS ARRIVES AT SAN-ANTONIQ DEPQOT VIA PLANE

, Christmas proved to hold much of cheer and good will at.thc San Antonio
Depot. The children, especially, enjoyed the Christmas tree prepared at the
Duncan Field Recreational Hall for &ll children of the post personnel. The
affair, given under the ausptces of the Duncan Field Civilian Club on the
evening of December 23rd, was ‘attended by some 500 children with their parents.
Colonel Mars, Commanding Officer, started the proceedings by arousing the
™expectancy of the Tittle ones to the nighest vitch with his apsurance that he
had seen 01d Santa personally while on a recent hunting trip. and hed obtained
~his promise to visit the post on that date by airplane. The ¢hildren were.
then invited outside to a view of the flying field to awalt his arrival. They
were intensely on tiptoe. They instinctively paid no attention.to various
planes flying arcund in the distance, but when a ship was heard roaring in frox
the north tney at once knew that it could be none other than'the one they ex-
-.13 - V-5751,4.2.



pected, and their enthusiasm was unbounded. Wheon Sante. Clans himself, sponsored
by Captain Trunk, descended from the plane his welcrme was mest royal. Upon re-
aseembllng in the hall, a delightfal present and e bsx of Christmes candy wes
given to cach eager dhild, and they all went home exceedingly merry and with the
firm conviction, as cxpressed by some, that all other Santa Clauses they migr}
have seen were mere imitations, as they had seen the real Santa here.

—-—=000-—~

BRYR RABBIT FINDS ROCKWELL FIELD AN UNHEALTHY PLACE

After considerable labor in besutifying the grounds at the Rockwell Air
Depot, Coronado, Calif., it was found necessary to rid the island of Jack Rabbi-g,
All of the hunters of the Depot, both great and small, with all kinds and malkes
of guns, until it had the apnearance of a Revolutionary Army, turned out one
.morning recently, and the drive was on. It is estimated that about 500 rabbit:
were killed. Another drive was held three days later with about the same resui-.
Quite a demand was found for rabbit meat, and a lsrge number of the employees
- took homc their bounty and not only supplied themselves but their neighbors as
well. A truck from the qan Dlego Zoological Society was also on hand to gather
up the surplus. -

The rumobits had destro"ed some of the new shrubbery recently set out, but
their depredations were "nipped in the bud" before any great damage was done.
The next campaign will be waged against the gophers as soon as a suoply of gopher
polson can be obtained from the Quartermaster's Department. '

: ———oOo~——

FFICIAL OPENIJG OF NxW PRIMARY FLVING SCHOOL

March Field, Rlver31de, Cal;f., was officially reonened as an Air Corps
Primary Flying Schocl on November 1, 1927, at which time 83 Flying Cadets re-~
ported for training. Two of these cadets caome from enlisted status and the
remainder from civil life. All of these 83 Cadets attended high school and
2ll but five had one or morc years at college, 13 having one year, 23 two years.
16 three years and 26 four years, 19 of the latter being graduates.

Sixteen Codets. were climinated in the first week for failure to pass the
physical examination and the orientator and psycho-analysis tests. The News
Letter Corresvondent expressecs the belief that the raising of the school en-
trance educational requirements has raised the cuality of the student personnel
to a higher standard than that of pravious clasces at the Air Corps Primry
‘Flying School at Brooks Field.

. The opcning week of escademic work was started November Bth, with a class
of 67 students. TFlying instruction started the following week, November 14th.

The Director of Flying Instruction reports thet the class as a whole is
very apt at learning to fly. 3y December 9th practicelly the entire class was
goloing, making about an average of eight hours dusl instruction for each
student, before arriving at the solo stage. A third of the students are now
on the "eight'" stage. To date eleven students have been called to appear before

_the Faculty Board for failure tc meet the requirements in flying and have been
sliminated.

The following are the Faculty Board members of the.Air Corps Primery Flying
Schowl at March Field:

Major Millard F. Harmon, Jr. . Commandant
Major Carlyle H. Wash Assistant Commandant
* Captain Orlo H. Quinn Director of Flying Instruction
1st Lieut. James L. Grisgham Director of Ground Instruction
lgt Lieut. Byron T. Burt Secretary and Recorder
.1st Lieut. Frederick V.H. Kimble Commanding Officer, Cadet Detachmen?
Major Chauncey L. Chase, M.C. Flight Surgeon.

Exceptionally good flying weather has been encountered since the school
opened Only two flying days were lost through inclement weather. The total
flying time of the Cadets to date is 1127 hours, 35 ninutes. The total aircrarf$
“hours for the month of November for the entire post was 1046 hcurs, 45 minutes.
The number of cross-country flights for November was 203.
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THE NEW CHIEF OF AIR CORPS |/

By virtue- of reachlnn the statutory age for: rétirement, ‘Ma:jor-General Massn
M. Patrick relinquished his po51t10n as Chief of the Army A1r Corps on Decembet
lsth last, being succeeded by Major- General James E. Fechet..

‘Shnrtly Before nnon of that day, all the officers on duty in the Offlce of
the Chief of Air Corps assembled in hig office to Bid General Patrick farewell.
In a brief speech, General Patrick thanked his officers for their cooperatinnm.
and loyalty and expressed the hope that they Would manlfest the same spirit to
General James E. Fechet, his successor.

In the evening at the Officers' Club at Washington Bar“acks, D.C. General

. and Mrs. Patrick werc the gucsts of honor at & dinner tendered them ty ‘the offie.

cers and ladies with whom they have been ascociated. Among the prominent guests
were the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Asst. Secretary of War; Hon. Wm.P. McCracken,
Asst. Secretary of Commerce; the Air Kttaches of the French, British and Ital-
ian Embassies; Mr. Porter Adams, President of the National Aeronautic Associa-
“tion; General James E. Fechet; Brig.-General Benj. D. Frulois and Col.R.H.Young.

In addition to the abnve guests, all Air Corps officers on duty in Washing-
ton and vicinity and their wives were present at the dinner to pay homage to the
rebiring Chlef of 4ir Corps. The ball following the dirnner was a most enjoyable

affair.

; On the morning of December 1l4th, Major- Genorﬂl James E. Fechet %ook the .

. oath of office as Chief of the Army Air Corps. At the same “Time Brigadier—
General Benjamin D. Foulois was sworn in as successor to General Fechet in office
of pAsat.Secrctary of War Davison in the presence of Major-General Charles P.
Summerall, Chief of Stafr, and Brigadier-General Briant H. Vells, Deputy Chief
of Staff. : ,

The oatili was administered by Lieut.-Colonel Joseph I. McMullen, a boyhnod
frrtend of Gereral Fechet, and with whom he served in the Spanish-Americen War,
General Fechet as Sergeent In Troop D, 6th Cavalry, and Colonel McMullen as

. Sergeant in Troep I, 6th Cavalry.

Let us glance into *he service record of General Fechet, Wthh is, indeed
interesting. From a Buclk Private to a Major-General - which began as a hard
riding, fighting son of the Army. General Fechet first enlisted as a private

‘:tn Troop "D”, Sixth Cavalry, in Aprll 1898, during the Spanish Americen War,
and served wvth distinction thru the grades of Corporal and Sergeant. At the
‘close of the war in 1900 he was appointed a Second Lieutenant of Cavalry; on
February 2, 1901 he was appointed First Licutenant; and on March 30, 1911 he was
app01nted Coptain. During our late war the General held temporary commissions.
gof Major and Lieut.-Colonel, which was veecated on Merch 12, 1918. On June 30,
1920 he was again apoolnted Major and on July 1, 1920 was appninted Lieut.-Cnl-

.onel. Hig interest in aviation began with the birth of the flying mgchlne, but
it was not until August 5, 1917 that he wes placed on duty with the =Aviation
Section of the Signal Corps. In 1917 he gualified as a Reserve Militery Aviator,
‘having teken his flying training at Scott field, Illinois. -On Uavember 13, 1918
the was rated a Junior Military Aviator. During the late war General Fechet was

¢ in command of various flying fields - Scott Field, Carlstrom Field, Dorr Field

‘and Kelly Field. He wae Air Offlcer_of the Southern Department from May 1919 t»

: September 1920. On August 5, 1920 he ‘was permanently transferred to the Air

- Corps. In September, 1920 he was assigned to duty in the Office of the Chief of

- Air Corps, first as Chief of Training and Operations and later as Chief of Trair-

: ing and War Plans Division. On July 1, 1924 he was detailed as Commandant of tle

~ Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas. On April 27, 1925 he

was appointed Brigadier-General and Assistant Chief of Air Corps, and on Decem-
ber 13, 1927 he was appointed Major-General and Chief of Air Corps, aucceedlng

General Patrick who retired for age.

, Graduating from the Infantry and Cavalry School at Fort Leavenworth in

1904, General Fechet was known as an expert horseman and one of the best shots

of the nation. He holds many trophies, having won the Hale Medal with sixteen
consecutive bulls-eyes. Next to flying, shooting ; -dare say, remains his hobdby
today. During his mllltary career the General has'participated in, and foughi
in numerous skirmishes. He was severely vwounded at the battle of San Juan Hill,
and his life saved by the wonder surgeon, Dr. Nicholas Senn. Later he fought on
the Islend of Samar during the Philippine Insurrection and in 1916 served with
General Pershing's punitive expedition into Mexico.
- 15 - V-5751,A.0.
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Geners) Fechet wos brought up in the Army, living mmeh at the Indian Fren-
tier posts at whiech his father éervédk'thb;iate'Lleut. Colonel Bdmord G. Fechet.
who.was ecited frr.gellant service at Jn%letam. Havine been with his father in
Texas Guring the campsigu ageinst Geronlimo dni during the Sloux Indian. War 24
1390-91, the Gonereal lived his boyhnod days on & horse and life not only gav&
hin that wenderfial constitution bt made him qulc“ to think in emergausles, ‘
Fis education was received in the public schools of Jackson, Chio, and then e
attended the Woerthington Academy at Lincoln, Nebrgska, and the University of

Nebraska. .
IS ——~000——— :
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49TH BO&BARDMENT SQUADQON MO"ED TO LANGLWY FIELD

- In order - to better facilitate its training, admlnlstratlon, supnly and

operation which will result from its ccncenfratlon with other bembariment units,
~ the 49%h Bombardment Squadron has been transferred from Aberdeen Proving Grourd,
Md., tc Langley Tield, Va. The unit will proceed to uangley Field with organi<
L zational equipment, except such as will be Tequired to properly oporate three )
bomberdment and {wo observation planes at Aberdeen. Orders prnvide that tne
following-named A‘r Corps officers, now on duty with the 49th Squadron, and ro*
to ‘exceed ten énlisted men of this unit, will remain at Aberdeen Prcving Grouni
to carry on experimenta work and demonstrations in conjunction with the activi«
ties'at that post: Major Fred H. Coleman, lst Lieuts. Mark R. Woodward, Wm.E.
Bleakley and 2nd Licut. George H. Steel. R Ty

—-==000-~~

TEE SINFING OF THE S. S. "MAJARI"L//
By the France ﬂl“ld Corresyondeﬁt

A few days ago we were 1nformed by thc Coast Artillery that the S.5. "Man: »,
had been oifered them frr target practice, but by reassn of shortage of ammuni-
tion they were not able to accept the offor. They were satisfied that the Air
Corps eould have this siip for bembing practice if they so desired. Steps werc
immediately taken to obtain tlie vessel, and one morning several days later it
was towed ~ut to soa to become a target for our bombs end to seek its las t rest -
ing place at the bottom of tha sea. g

The Arry Mine Plaater, GRAHAM, with a number of Army off131als on board
took the "Mznari" in tow. .Tho Air Corps, ouher than those pdrt101patlng in the
bombing, ‘0bserved from wirplases and from cur t¥o launches:

No ‘atrempt 7as made to speéed tue sinking of the Shl}, as it was desired s
give our bombers en opportunity to dc scme practicing with live bombs since th7\
had been nune so far tals year. The plans were for the Pursuit and 7th Observs-
tion Squadrcns, uring 285-1b. ffagme*ta ion bombs, to sgirmlate an attack upon 3 u
personnel and mackine gun -instzllatlons’ 6F the :ﬁln, then for ‘the Bombardmen®
Squadron to sink the ship, using 100- 1nr LcmolltIOA borhs. However, the bess
laid plans frequently come 0 naught By the timé our Pursuit had dropped thex
bombs, the ship began to list, and before the 7tk Observation could complete 1ig
bombing it rolled over updn its gide and sank in 45 fathoms of water. The 24:2
Squadron was highly commended for the accuracy of its bombing, but naturally. h¢
members of the 25th Bomtardment. Squ‘drcn were rathor dlsuppolnted that they d.,
not. get into the attack. -

The folliwirg day four old DH- w1ngs, palnted yelLow, were lashed togethe*
ng a target for the bormbers 50 ‘that they could get ‘rid of their fused bombs. ;.

ain the Pursuit was given a target; this time four gaqollne ‘drums were throws
ottt and the Pursuiters ware allowed to borb ‘these. Our- operations made ‘the mis-.
Eake of offering the Pursuiters a prize for eack drum surk and later’ had to 075

3 an order for four prizes. Captain Simbnin and the Pursuzters are naturallr
“highly elated over the showing made, © %0700

‘Thé bombing has been very valuable and-it is planned t0 erpand the res’.
of our target allowance rn llKB pzocedure wzthin the next weer or ten days.
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- ' Dravm by
"Casey"Larbert, 2nd Lt.
to. H.G. A.C.

A Yational Guerdsman's concention of an
Igeal Training Shin for U.S.Army Air Cords.

e . '

Tennaggee_ﬂationai Guards S
The completion of Tesaville's new airrort is being rapidly cerried on amd,
wrovided the sresent nrocress contimmes, the new flying field will be comnletely
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finished by the early spring months. e new field will be known as

McConnell Field, in honor of ‘the Ilate Lieut. F.B. UaGunhell, populer officer
of the 105th Squadron, who lost hid¢ life in an airplane accident at lengley
Field, Va. last June. The field will be used by the 105th Obs. Sgdn. as =
base, and it is also intended that the airport cater to tge interests of cuwm-.
mercial flyers. Situated three miles west of the business section of the )
town on the N.C. and ST.L. Railroad., the field should be very easy for
visiting aviators to find. The 105th Obs. Sqdn. invites both military and
commercial flyers to take advantage of Nashville's new aviation facilities.

Licut. John Gardner, A.C. was appointed instructor for the Tennessee
Squadron and has bedn atthis duties for several weeks. ‘

The formation or organization of the Nashville Aero Club, a subsidiary
organization to the 105th Obs. Sqdn. and composed mostly of members of the
squadron, was carried:out during a recent meeting of this organization.

The 105th Photo -Section just received a large consignment of up-to-
date phouographic supnlles and equlnment
Michigan Natlonai Ganrd:

Wltk a $2;000,000 bond issue calllng for the establishment of a county
~airoort: passed and, accordingly, a modern and permanent home for the squadron
assured,. ofxlcers end mer. of the 107%h Obs. Sqdh. are facing an optimistic

future

Missouri National Guard:

Lieut.”Casey””tambert vho, by the way, is responsible for the cartoon
appearing at ‘the head of thesé notes, taken from the National Guard Air
Service News Letter, conated to the field a Sperry revolving beacen with a
steel tower, which is.expected to be in operation within a short time.

Pending the propossd bord issue for the establichument of a complete
modern airport, the Board of Zstimate and Apportiocmment of St. Louis recom-
mendad to the Board of aldermen that an additional 76 acres adjoining the
field on the north be acquired at once; that another drainage system be put
in with the temporary headquarters building and pormanent flood lighting
equipment. = These immediate 1mprovemsnts will e made out of general revenue
fund which will be reimﬁursed upon the p““"lng of the bond issue.

Ohio National Gw_c_i__ ,

- The 112th Observation Squadron was mustered in on June 20, 1927, by
Captain Roy D. Burdick, C.E., U.S. Army. First Lieut. C.E. Cummings, Air
corps, was detailed as Instructor. The sguadren was equinped with four
PT-1's and one O-2, and the necessary spare parts, tcols, trudks, etc.

Until the resular hangars arc Dhllt the Ci LJ of Clevoland has allowed
the Squadron to use No. 2 hangar of the Air Mail in the northeast corner of
the City Airport. Thoush cramped for space the squadron is equipped to give
efficient service and storage to visiting Army and National Guard ships.
Mechanics are at the field at 211 hours. '

During the week dams the officers vho are able to leave the cares and
worries of business behind are putting ih so many hours flying that they have
worn out four or five motors and caused the Operations Officer no cnd of
Worry to make the‘gas nd 0il allowance last the year.

Gallfornia Natlonal Guard'

The Third Aonual Commemoration Meet in honor of the Round-the-World
Flight was held at Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif., vunder the suspices JSf
" . the National Acronautic Association. A crowd of approximately 100,000 inter-

- ested spectators was on hand. A series of interésting aerial events were

carried out without accident.

The Squadron has its owa flylﬁ? fleld at Griffith Park, lLos Argeles and
is commended by Major C.C. Moseley, formerly of the Army Air Corps. Lieut.
James B. Carroll, A.C. vas rccently detailed:as Instructor. The squadron has
.21 offlcers and 110 enlisted nen, the equlpmcnt con81st11g of 4 Douglas 0—2

- ,planes and two PT-1's. - , e .
, g . T " y-5751,A.0.



MARCH FI“LD PE?SCWNIL PARTICIPATE IN AIR MEET AT SANTA MONICA

Na?ch Fi e1d Riveraside, Ce]lf.; recently scnt two form;tlone of PTs -and
one of DHs o Clover Ficld, Santa M-nica, to participate in the Alr Mes: ‘held
there under the auspices of  the Southern Celifcrnia Aeronautical 'Association,
. celebrating the thi-d annivereary of the commenccement of the Round-tha-Worid

"Flignt by the Aray Air Corps. Rain and fog foreed all the formations down when
within & rediwa of 15 miles of their goal and also caused a postpomement of the
Air Meet which was corried Out to a very successful conclusion on the following
Smﬂa; - ' '
"Pilots from CrisaJ Field. al so attended tbe Meet.

| ===000m—m

m1~mm3 CAY FLYERS HONORED - /

Eigh Go wrnment snd Armf Offici ials, diplomatic representatives of foreign
countries, Members of Congress and othexr notables paid tribute on December 2lst,
to the £roup of Army Air Co;ps officers who, under the leadership of Majior
Herbert Al Dargue, mnde up AdeTica’s 'Good Will Flisht to Pan-imericen countries.

Ixactly one year »:0 teday, - the "good Wll;“ migsion, consisting of five
‘Loening Arphibien observation pxanoo and ten officers, tooE off from San sntonio
on its journey of rre than 20,020 miles.. , o

In.recosnitinn of thair courage and ontcrprlse, Sectetary of War, the Honw
orable uw¢b.t F. Devis, a fu@d the Pan-Americen Tiyers the Makay Troxhy for
distinguished aviation attainmert At thc same time, e fivers raceived the
Distinguished Flying Cross, for whlch they were c;ted by—ch sdent Con idge upon
thelr return last May, =

Presenteticon of the trophy ani the medals taock p]nce a+ 8. 1unvhenn Ziven by
Asgigtant Secretary of War ¥. Trubee Lavison at the Pan-Anevicen Unian Building.

. Those present innindsd: Yhe Ambasesadrrs of ureﬁt 3ritein, Argertina
Mexico, Bresil, fraonze and Chile. The Ministers of Uchgumy, (olimubiz,
Costa Rica, Hondluvas, Vensrusia, Nleorarua and Salvader, alsgo the Charge

~faires of Parasmua, 3 a2 and Guatenela. Other countries to be repr%a'ﬁuei cret
the Dominican Repibli e Netherlends and Eevador.

Secretary of State, the Honnrabie Frark ¥, Xellogg; Assictant Secrstery of
War, Hanford MacNide: Asbwstqnt Sﬂc"eta”y of Stare, ¥rancig Thite: &zTle ant
Secretary of COﬂmor“o Wiliian P, MeoCracken, Jr.; Assistapt Seus g
Edward Warncr; Major-(eneral ('har;eq P. Summersil, Shief of stnfd
Mason M. Patriclk, former Chief of Army Air Corps; Major-Gonarsl
Chief of Air Corosﬁ .
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United States Senator Hiram Binghem, Represcentatives ¥. Frank Jemes, Ferry
E. Barbour and Mariin B. Madden; Poriter Adsma, PFresifent of the Fationsl fesrn-
nautic Aszsociation; (rover Loening, tuildar of tiiz dmprnitian nlane: Dr. Lro 3.

Rowe and Dr. B. Gi) Bor;es, of the Pan-Anervican Union.

The Army Air Corpe officers, wno, with Major Dargue, received the Disti
guished Flying Creozs for the 7T an—Amerlceﬁ flight are; (laptain A:ﬁhur B.
Captain Ira C. Eaker und Lieutenaats ¥naig C. Whltehead, Charles MeX. Ho2
Muir S. Fairchild, Bernard §. Thompson and Leonard D. dﬁddld&ton. The wi
of Captain Voolsey and lieutenant Banton will receive the Distinguichel
Crosses conferred upon them posthumously. These two officers were killed in a
erash at Buenos Aires, Argentina.

~==000- =~

PAN-AMERICAN PLANE TO BE PLACED IN SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE

L—h

The "San Francisco - first airnlane to meke the complete circuit of the
Western Hemisphere --— noscd its way into its last hengar &t the Snithsoniar
Institute on December 19th. ‘

Shorn of its wings, its motor silent, its epeeding thrOuah nace ended for-
ever, the huge Amphibian Army Air Corps plane, whica flgw in He formaticn that
carried the good will of this couniry to Latin-bmaricen Bepublics lasi wister,
was .- rolled intc the airplans sl bit of the iush. tulte wiers it kas beer
reassembled to stand as another runwaend o Lmerlguz alr avrairment.

Surrounding it are otheor Army piencs that have wrivten higiozy in the skieg
-~ some of them over the battlefields of Borope, othors in peacatime projects or
great value to aviation progress. The group includes the first Army plane Taild
by the Wrights in 19808; the T-2 thet made the trarscontinental non=step {light;
the "Ghlcego"of the 1924 Round-the-World flight and the 1925 Curtiss Arwy ”duOr,
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The "San Francisco" was flown by Ceptain Ira C. Baker and Lieutenant Muir
S. Fairchild. It is the nnly plane which has flown in every country in the
Western Hemisphere. ~ This includes 21 Republics in Central and South America,
the United States, the Dominion of Canada, and the insular posseséions of Eng- -
land, France and the Netherlands. It has been flown aprsroximately 400 hours
and has journeyed about 40,000 miles.

Request to have the "San Francisco" placed in the Smithsonian Instltutlon
was made soon after completion of the Pan-American flight but authorization was
deficrred because War Department officials desired to get the full benefit of th:
entire life of the ship which has been exposed to exceptional hardships since
it first tnok the air. For four months it never saw a hangar and ran the whole
garmut of sun, sea, storms and snow. Its usefulness is now gone. :

-=-=000~~~

WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS

Changes of Stetion:

First Lieut. James M. Gillaespie, Bronks Fleld and 1lst Lieut. Jack C.
Hodgson, Air Cnrps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas, to Havana, Cuba for
duty. :

Captain Rosenham Beam, from March Field to Havana, Cuba, for duty.

Captain St. Clair Streett from Selfridge Field to Materiel Division,
Wright Field, effective not later than Merch lst,

1lst Lieut. Harry A, Johnson from Wright Field tc Selfridge Fleld
effective March °4tn.

'~ 2nd Lieut. Hervey R. Ogden from Brooks Field to Air Corps Training
Center, Duncan Flcld Texas.

1st Liecut. Robert B. Selff from Wright Field to Office Chief of Alr Corps.

Reserve Officers relleved from one year tour of active duty:
" 1st Lieut. Wm. Cerlton Williams, Ft. " Sem Houston, Texas.
2nd Lieut. Lewis Brewer, Brooks Field, Texas.

2nd Lieut. Leo Katzman, Selfridge Field, Mich.

Officers relieved from detail with Air Corps:

Major John F. Goodman to Infantry end Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

Captain Einar W. Chester to Infaniry, 2nd Division, Ft. Sam Houston,Texas.

Captain Wm. A. Swift to Infantry, 2nd Divisien, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas.

‘Captain Robert L. Christfan to Infantry, 2nd Div., Ft Sam Houston, Texas.

2nd Lieut. Willard L. Wright to Field Art.,2nd D1v , Ft. Sam Houston, ‘Texas
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NCTES FEOM ATR .CORPS FIXLDS

France Field, Panamﬁ Cﬂnal Zone.
< - November - -the month of heavy rain - and full of inspechiwna end holideys,
Flylng has suffered.

" Lieut. Park tcnk Sgts. Keever, Kirby, Baxker, Dorn, McKnight, Lucy and,Bose
to Anton for a hunting trip. Fe was accompanied by Lieut. Jones in a D.H, The
enlisted men enjoyed their trip very much and were returned to France Field by
Capt Herold ana Lieut. Stinson.

Lleuts : msatt and King made a hurried trip to Anton, Nov.15th in PW-9s.

France Wlela, Panama Can 1 Znne.

- This ‘staticn was very dctive during the past two months participating in iis
annual bombing and gunnery practice. It 1s hoped to publish in the next letter
good long list of -expert

A flight of PW-9s made a cross-country flight to Anton on Nov. 22nd. Omne
pilot had a little difficulty in landing and succeeded in washing out one good
PW-9. .He war unhurt, however, so we must call it a good landing. Lieut. Parke
flew mechanics in a trancsport plane to survey the wreck, being accompanied by -l
Fhoto Ship with Licvt. Douglas and Sgt. Mecks. On the following day Lieuts. Lax-
son, Zane, Howard and Fuichins, with fiwe mechanics, in three Martin Bombers went
‘to’Anton to bring beck the remains of the PW-9 1eft there the day before,

Lieuts. Mayhue, Park and Bushey took a trip to Mandinga in Loening Amphidb-
ians. :San. Blas,; another name for this place, is on the Atlantic Coast sbout 100
miles south c¢f Colnn. ,

Cclonel Fisher, Cant. Skemp, Licuts. Larson and Geffney, Sgt. Bnse and Pvt,
Halloran enjoyed a hunting frip in Aanton, bringing back cver fifty wild pigeons.

An expediticn was organized by the 24th Pursuit Scadron to search for Xmas
turkeys. Cont. Simonin, Lieuts. Parker, Merrick, Douglas, Williams, Pearcy and
King jeurneyed to Garcien anu found the necessary fowls.

' Lieuts. Howard and Cronau, with Mejor Prescott, 2 member nf the Panamaniar
Government, Sgt. Hanson and Sgt. Ruter as pascengers, flew cross-country to
David by way of Albrook Field and lajas.

* Three more Marting were ficwn cross-country to Aguadulce. -Captain Connell,
Lieuts. Largom, Nartin, Carvcll, Sgt. Gard and Corp. Gelloway were the personncl
on this flight. ' ~ :

Tgo of our bachelors recently returncd from lcave. Licut. Lewis brought
Mrs. Lewis back wich him. We aope George iicDonald has just as good luck on hie
next leave. 4s ¢oon as Lieut. Lewis retuwrned with a wife the Commanding Officir
vas besieged with rcquests for leaves. Tour bachelors left on the last boat frr
the states,~ Major Bock, Lieuts. Downey, Zasne anc¢ Probst. There msy be a shori-
age of marzi:ad officers! quarters when they return.

A preliminary survey, lezling up, we hope, to renl work on the field at
Albrook, hes begun. If all goes well the field will be ready for occupancy in

- about a yezr. . : ,

A very 1nterch1n v;51tor on Decembe 16th was MeJjor Brainerd, Chief of
Marine Aviation, who flew_fron the States to Mansgua, Nicaragua. KEHe geemed vwc
pleased with the work being carried on at Fronce Fileld. The personnel of the
field is always willing to have visitors and is well pikeased to show them the
werk they are carrying on. Major Breinerd is a great booster for the tri-mots-el
Fokker, and we are cxpocting to get great use out of ours when it arrivees. If
there was ever a place which needs transports of the mcst dependable kind it is
here in this country of jungles and few landing fields.

Qur Comnanding Officer, being en cld Cavalryman, has happy memories of prac.
tice marches, s0.1s planning some for us during January and February. The nlan
ig to have each squadron take the field for & week, operating from advanced agir-
dromes in the Republic. Rations, cooks, etc., ard as much of the enlisted per-
sonnel as possible will accompany the sguadrons, using the transport planes,
and our boat, the "Pullen", which we borrowed from the Engineers. There is mmuch
enthusiasm over ‘this coming trip ~ but principally among the male sex.

_ 24th Pursuit Squadron: There are sc many enligted men of this squadron
clamoring to go on cross—country flightse to David and other places in the interv
ior of Panema that it has become necessary to run a gyoster for them. We are ab’/
td accommodate five or six machanics on some flights by taking the Douglas Tran®
port along in convoy.
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- Although David is a very pretty v111¢ge and ﬁhe trlp up there is very inter
esting and plcturesqne, that, however, is nnot the main avttrmetion (et lrg to t!
subject of conversation on the return.

During the months of July, August, Sepfenher and ockober fbe squadron has
had on an average of over 200 flying hours. In that whole period only onedplane
was out of commission. The organization has ten pilcts and fifBesn airplanes,
all of which are PW-9s. We do not say that this record has not been beaten, oaf
we do believe it speaks well for our mechanics, the P¥-9 airplane and the Curtigg
engine.

7th Observation Squadron: Our "Top Kick", Szt. Jake Bloom, celebrated his
blrthday a few nights ago, and ever since he's becn feeling bad. He won't tell
us what is ailing him. Jake is a real "Old Timer" in Army life, and here's hop-
ing he lives to sce many more happy birthdays.

.. Segt. Drowns, the "Gandy Dancer" and "SpecedyrLee just returned from a furlow:

_in the States. They both claimed they had a good time, but when the Transpor?

docked they lost no time in going to ‘Colon and cclebrating their arrival. ‘
Corporal Adams developed quitec a taste for sentimental music, and may be
scen most eny night sitting on his bunk strumming the uke. He goes back to tha
States on furlough on the ncxt boat. Cen that be the reason or is there more I
the subdject we don't know.
Master Sgt. Fl-tcher is a temporary bechelor, Mrs. Fletcher having left on

* the last boet for a visit in California.

Sgt. Huston, Corporal Snowden, Corporal Hall and several others of the P4
‘Squadron lesve for the States within the next two months for discherge. Staff
Sgt. McGhec is Sgt. Huston's successor as flight chief of B flight.

. Corporal Harry Nelson is now in charge of the post fire depariment. »

Corporal Tupper expects his wife to arrive from the States on the next bo t
and has secured quarters in Colon.

Luke Field, T. ., Nov. 0th.

"SNAPPY STOR.ES" fiom Molokai by Lieut. R.H. Magce.

The 72nd Bombardreut Squadron, otherwise known zs the Bagles Brood, left
Luke Pield at 8:30 A.M., Monday, Oct. 10th for Hoolehau Field,M6lokal, for the
annuel field service. The wives of the various officers kissed them goodbye
with much o’ sgiving. Lieut. MacDenald was furnished with a pair of Earfuffs
and a pair of Xilts by the local chapter of the Ancient Order of Hibernians ani
‘Lieut. Lotha Smith was investcd with the Order of the Bath which, howeyer, was
-dropped in mid-channel by Cept. L.L. Harvey.

~ After an mneventful trip the planes arrived at Molokal and were met by th:

local celebrities, inclnding a Bevy of lei girls. It was ncticed that they sez .
ed dlsav001rteu, and upon ingniry it developed that Tieut. Jimmy Hicks, the Ad-1-
is of Luke Field, and Lieut. Terris, former modeél for Hart Schaffner & Marx, wo =

. expected for the week. TUpon being consolad by Lieuts. Moor and Paul, they seen ¢

not to miss the absentees, ond after a hornpipe graciougly remdered by Lieut.
MacDonald, were actually seen to smile.

« The first act of the Cemp Commander, Capt. H.C. Drayton, was to name the
Camp and Field in honor of Captein John V. Signer, A.C.,former C.0 of the 72nd
Squadron, who lost his life on Sept. 2, 1927 near Sﬂhofleld Barracks, in an
.airplane crash.

After the Camp wes established the personnel were given a short talk by
Cheplain R.H., Magee and due to the cosmon011+an camp followers, same was alsc
‘rendered in Hawaiian, Japanese, Chinea®, Tagalog and French.

Lieut. Dinty Moor having been connected with the Aladdin Ready to Wear
‘House (o., was placed in charge of building the cemp. He displayed his usual
ingenuity, had every thing ready in jig time and dinner was served at 2:00 P.V.
.consisting of Baked Hem, Mached Potatoes, Creamed Coxn, Hot Biscuits and Coffe

‘The afternoon was spent in arranging csmp under - the Personal supervision f

/ Capt Pawnee Bill Drayton, the last of the Plainsmen. Chaplain Megee found an

organ: in the baggage of Capt. Pratt and requ151tloned it for Sunday Services.
Lieuts. MacDonald and Paul sewed fish hocks in their pockets so they would
not be. temntcd to &0 to the Metropole of Molokei and spend money. Lieut. Lotha

. Smith remarked that, in the wide and open sPaces, he would try and think up
some new alibis for the "Storm and’ Strife", as she was catching up on the golf
.alibi, Who could blame her, for even if the nlnetecnth hole was 5000 ysrds lons
~it-would not take until 2:00 A.M. to vlay it. ‘
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Tho first doy roundcd out alth a be utiful trnplc 1 sunsct, making Licut.
Dinty Moor hemcsick fof Plttsburgh In the Evenlng Doc. Pratt, "Shlck .of the
Gobi Desert" epened the Poker School, to the s~rrow.of several so crlled experts
A annrﬂximptely 10:00 P.M. 2ll was qulet for a féw minutes until the rAst hnr-
rible cnllection of sounds imaginable ceme from the vicinity of the tent of Crpts
Drayton and Pratt. Upon inwestication it was found to emenate from a bovine So-
- prano and & Bass Burro singing a quartet with the doughty Cnpta 1ns,‘and believe
me, if it could bc oroduced on a Victor Record it aould moke several fortunes.

On Tuesday afterancn Capt Drayton and Lieut. Magee were token on a per—
sonally conducted deer hunt.  After a twn-hour drive in a Ford, Cept. Drayton re-
narked ,"Look at the cows". "Cows hell", said our guide, "Taem's deer", and with
that he jumped out, gave them a kick and away they went. The two nimrods immed-
iately cracked down on them like true plainsmen but found they had neglected to
load the guns. After running about @ .qQuarter of a mile the deer stopred and
loocked back with a rather hurt expression, as if the said nirirods were not play-
ing the game fair; so they fired aboqt twenty rounds a piece with total casual-~
ties of onc Jemestic pig. ILater on in.the afternoon a large herd was spotted and
Lieut. Magee aimed ot the flrst deer and killed the ninth one so the hunt was a
compnlete success, -

Wednesday was spent on Operatlons and in the cvening Lieut. Hibb Carr was
_ presented with the degree of "M.T." by the Unlver31ty of Molckai, and same ac-

’ cepted with aopropriate thanks.

Thursday morning Scotty MecDonald having arisen late, found the ezgs cold,
so after ruch arsument beck and forth he stoted, "Yes, I'm spoilt and my wife
did it". ‘About 10:30 A.M., the inspecting party, consisting of Col. Howard, Maj-
or Van Nostrand, Capt. McEntlr , Lieuts. Cannen and McDaniel arrived, and we
were able to entertain them with & venison dinner, although somebody made remark
as to whose back ynrd we found the tame deer.tied in.

Friday was a banner day for the camp as the Mascot (One Eolokal Burro) adopt-
ed Scotty MacDonald as its master, thereby showing excellent Judgment, as Scotty
is well known for his winning ways' with women, children end animals. He was
heard to make the remark that at least an anlmal cannnt bawl Jou out Wwhen you get
in at 3:00 A.M.

On Saturday. Lieut. Paul's Ecotch 1nst1nct came to the fore and he took his
trusty gun and ambled forth to ruin a wild turkey. Mrs. Paul, having furnished

‘.wonderful douchnuts and cookies for the officers, said that she would like Tur-

key, so the hunt. After about six hours? walk Frank shot his turkey and remark-
ed to HibbCarr that it was the first bald-hcaded turkey he had ever seen. Hibb
replied that he was probably married and Frank said tf-that’s the case he's bet-
* ter off shot.. H;bb replied better off half shot After dragzing the bird sever-
al miles a native wanted to know where they were taking the buzzard, so the won-
derful bird was tossed to the hogs.

Saturdey wgs spent in recreation, although Cﬂpt Drayton and Lieuts. Moor
and Carr flew to Maui for the week end.

Sunday Services weré. ~held over the Radlo by Chaplain Magee, and while Lieut.
MacDonald dozed the collectlon ‘was taken up. He spent the rest of the day trylng
- to locate 'it,

Bright and early Mgnday morning camp was struck and all supplies 1oaded 1nto
the 23rd Squadron Bombers, which arrived at 7:00 A.M, Scotty bid a sad fatewell
to the mascot and we were off for Iuke Field, beards, moustaches and all, and it
can be said for one and all that the field service for the 72nd Squadron was a
complete success and ‘wes made so by the hearty co-pperation of all the Molokai
people, especially Mr. Sam. nght of the Molokai ranch, Mr. Lloyd Arnold, Resi- .
dent Manager of . leby McNeil & Lijbby and Mr Roland Gay of the Hawaiian Commission

72nd Bombardment - Squadron October 10th.: The follOWIng personnel -of this
squadron- flew in 7 DH-4M-1s tc Homestead Fleld Molokat -for a week of fleld sexr- -
vice, Capts. H,C Draytnn, F.L. Pratt (Flight Surgeon), Lieuts. L.A. Smith, F.M.
Paul, R.H. Magee, R.C. MacDona